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Govt takes initiatives to prevent
constructions on agri lands

FE REPORT

Land Minister Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury said on Saturday that the
government has taken initiatives to
prevent constructions on lands that
produce crops three times a year.

The Land Reform Act is set to be
passed in parliament next month, he
said, adding that in the proposed Act,
the construction of any infrastructure
on lands capable of yielding crops
three times a year has been strictly pro-
hibited.

"A city survey was carried out in the
past but that raised questions. We are
now conducting digital survey. After
completing the digital survey, people's
sufferings will ease and the menace of
brokers will be diminished as people
will gets services even staying at their
respective homes," he said at a seminar.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) organised the semi-
nar titled "Decentralisation of Dhaka
and Sustainable Urbanisation in
Bangladesh".

The minister said the government
wants to reduce pressure on Dhaka.

The government was developing
infrastructures, including roads, so
that people outside Dhaka could come
and go back to their respective destina-
tions easily, he added.

Saifuzzaman Chowdhury also said
that the government is implementing
many development projects throughout
the country with equal importance in
all regions. In the next 10 to 15 years,
more metro rails and elevated express-
ways will be constructed that will ease
traffic congestion significantly.

"Our GDP growth is hovering
around 6 to 7 per cent and it will be
sustained over the next decade," he
expressed his hope.

He is of the view that there is a need
for private sector's representation in
government  organisations like
RAJUK or Wasa for inclusiveness.

DCCI President Barrister Md

Says land minister

Sameer Sattar said with the rapid eco-
nomic development of the country,
massive urbanisation also needs to
happen at a faster pace.

He said that 65 per cent of GDP
comes from the urban areas, where 35
per cent of GDP comes from Dhaka
alone.

"In order to mitigate huge traffic
congestion and pollution, we have to
ensure decentralisation. For sustain-
able urbanisation, decentralisation
will play a pivotal role," he added.

He also suggested that the govern-
ment needs to attract long-term com-
mercial investments, especially in
cities outside Dhaka.

"To ease human pressure on the
capital city Dhaka, building planned
satellite cities and increasing express-
ways can be a good solution," he men-
tioned.

Kazi Wasi Uddin, Secretary,
Ministry of Housing and Public
Works, said that government is work-
ing on detailed area plan (DAP) so
that businessmen have some room for
their businesses as well.

He said that his ministry will con-
sult with the NBR regarding the issue
of tax deducted at source and higher
tax for flat/land/property registration
for reconsideration.

Dr. Farhina Ahmed, Secretary,
Ministry of Environment, Forest and
Climate Change said 50 percent oxy-
gen comes from the ocean whereas
with the extensive uses of plastic we
are polluting the health of our ocean.

She said, "In terms of infrastructure
development, we should be careful
about its quality so that environment
is not hampered."

Architect Igbal Habib, Vice
President, Bangladesh Environment
Movement presented the keynote

paper.

He highlighted that in Bangladesh, 33
per cent people are living in cities and its
annual growth is about 6 per cent.

He said that if this trend continues,
by the year 2051, 55 percent of the
total population will be living only in
cities.

Every year, about 0.5 million people
are being added to the population of
Dhaka.

Due to lack of planned decentral-
1zation, human pressure on Dhaka is
increasing day by day, he said.

Kazi Golam Nasir, Former Chief
Architect, Department of
Architecture, said, "We have to moti-
vate our people to save our arable
lands. It is alarming that we are losing
our arable lands at a faster pace and if
this trend continues, one day we will
have no lands to cultivate."

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, Chief
Executive, Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association (BELA) called
for reforms and re-organisation of
RAJUK.

She said that every Division should
have a long-term master plan.

She emphasized the need for saving
wetlands and agricultural lands for
future food security.

Mohammad Fazle Reza Sumon,
President, Bangladesh Institute of
Planners said that unplanned urbani-
sation is the bottleneck of a planned
decentralization, he said. "We have
many urban plans but the problem is
lack of implementation," he men-
tioned.

Dr. Md. Shadi Uz Zaman,
Managing Director Notundhora
Assets Ltd., said "We need govern-
ment's support to build smart cities
having smart density of people.”

DCCI Director Hossain A Sikder
suggested relocation of industries to
the specific industrial zones.

He also called for reconfiguration of
transportation sector.

talhabinhabib@yahoo.com
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‘No more infrastructure on triple-
cropping lands’

Land minister says at Dhaka Chamber's event

Decentralization of Dhaka and

Sustainable Urbanization in Bangladesh
Organized by: Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
W September, 2023

Land Minister Saifuzzaman Chowdhury altends a seminar on “Decentralisation of Dhaka and sustainable
urbanisation in Bangladesh” organised by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry at its auditorium in
the capital moderated by DCCI President Md Sameer Saltar. Photo: DCCI

The proposed Land Reform Bill 2022 will prohibit building of any
infrastructure on triple-cropping lands, Land Minister Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury said today.

"The cabinet has already given go-ahead to the Land Reform Bill 2022
and the land ministry will now present the bill in the next parliamentary
session in October."

The proposed bill will also not allow anyone to have over 60 bighas of
land under single ownership, he said.

The minister made the comments today at a seminar on
"Decentralisation of Dhaka and sustainable urbanisation in Bangladesh"
organised by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) at
its auditorium in the capital.

DCCI President Md Sameer Sattar chaired the event while Syeda Rizwana
Hasan, chief executive of Bangladesh Environmental Lawyers
Association, and Mohammad Fazle Reza Sumon, president of Bangladesh
Institute of Planners, also spoke.
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For sustainable
urbanisation,
political will

a must: Lxperts

URBAN PLANNING - DHAKA

TBS REPORT

The critical role of good govern-
ance, urban planning, political
commitment, rural development,
mass transportation, and sustain-
able infrastructure is important in
achieving sustainable urbanisa-
tion and decentralisation of Dha-
ka city, experts have observed.

“The citizens living in sur-
rounding areas outside Dhaka
should be provided with tax holi-
days and utility services at atford-
able costs. The government needs
to undertake necessary legal, ad-
ministrative, infrastructural and
financial capacity-building ac-
tivities to attract business people
for long-term investment in every
major city of Bangladesh,” said
President of the DCCI, Barrister
Md Sameer Sattar.

He was addressing a seminar
titled “Decentralisation of Dhaka
and Sustainable Urbanisation in
Bangladesh,” organised by the
Dhaka Chamber

of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
yesterday.

“Health, education, banking
and commercial activities should
be expanded and developed out-
side Dhaka. Automation should be
given importance to ease access to
the services,” he said.

With 65% of the GDP originat-
ing from urban areas, including
35%0 from Dhaka alone, he stressed
that decentralisation was essential
to combat traffic congestion and
pollution.

Sameer proposed attracting
long-term commercial investments
in cities beyond Dhaka, building
planned satellite cities, expanding

expressways, and enhancing the
quality of life in large cities. “The
government and real estate sector
need to work on the PPP model
to provide affordable housing
facilities.”

Land Minister Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury highlighted the gov-
ernment’s commitment to bal-
anced development throughout
the country. He mentioned that
upcoming projects, such as metro
rails and elevated expressways,
will alleviate traffic congestion.

Expressing optimism about sus-
taining GDP growth, he called for
a change in mindset and the auto-
mation of government processes,
including land offices.
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Seminar on
Decentralization of Dhaka and

Sustainable Urbanization in Bangladesh
Organized by: Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) President Sameer Sattar speaks at a seminar on ‘Decentralisation of
Dhaka and Sustainable Urbanisation in Bangladesh' at DCCI office in the capital on Saturday. Land Minister Saifuzzaman
Chowdhury attended the seminar as the chief guest.

Dhaka contributes to
35pc of GDP: DCCI

The trade body suggests decentralisation
of economic activities

Staff Correspondent

The capital city Dhaka contributes 35
percent of the country’s gross domestic
product (GDP), according to Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI).

The trade body recommended decen-
tralisation of economic activities to get
more output and contribution so that the
country will attain inclusive growth.

“With the rapid economic develop-
ment of the country, massive urbanisa-
tion also needs to happen at a faster pace.
Around 65 percent of GDP comes from
the urban areas, where 35 percent of GDP
comes from Dhaka alone,” said Sameer
Sattar, president at Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) on Sat-

urday,

He was speaking at a seminar on de-
centralisation of Dhaka and sustainable
urbanisation in Bangladesh. DCCI or-
ganised the event at its head office in the
city.

Land Minister Saifuzzaman Chowd-
hury was the chief guest. Housing and
Public Works Secretary Kazi Wasi Uddin
and Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Secretary Dr. Farhina Ahmed at-
tended as special guests. DCCI President
Sameer Sattar chaired the session.

The trade body leader called for tak-
ing initiatives for immediate decentrali-
sation of economic activities in a
planned way to mitigate huge traffic con-
gestion and pollution in the capital,

“For sustainable urbanisation, decen-

tralisation will play a pivotal role,” he
said.

Sattar suggested that the government
needs to attract long-term commercial in-
vestments, especially in cities outside

Dhaka,

“To ease human pressure on the capi-
tal city Dhaka, building planned satellite
cities and increasing expressways can be
a good solution,” he added.

Addressing the meeting, Land Minis-
ter Saifuzzaman Chowdhury said that
the government is implementing many
development projects throughout the
country equally in all places.

“In the next 10 to 15 years more metro
rail and elevated expressways will be con-
structed that will ease the pressure of
traffic congestion.”

He said, “Our GDP growth will be sus-
tained in the next decade. We have to
change our mindset and there needs fo be
a few fine tunes.”

The minister agreed that there is a
need for private sector representation in
government organisations like Rajdhani
Unnavan Katripakkha (RAJUK) or Water
Supply and Sewerage Authority (WASA)
for more inclusivity in service,

Housing Secretary Kazi Wasi Uddin
said that the government is working on a
detailed area plan (DAP) so that business-
men have some room for their businesses
as well,

“The ministry will consult with the
NBER regarding the issue of tax deducted
at source and higher tax for
flat/land/property registration for recon-
sideration. Projects need to be inclusive;
villages should have an eqgual share of
development,”™ he said.

Environment Secretary Dr Farhina
Ahmed said that around 50 percent oxy-
gen comes from the ocean whereas with
the extensive uses of plastic we are pollut-
ing the health of our ocean.

“We have to be more careful regarding
air pollution, water pollution and sound
pollution.”

She stressed that the businessmen
should be responsive citizens and more
compliant.

Bangladesh Poribesh Andolon (BAPA)
vice-president architect Igbal Habib said
that around 33 percent people are living
in cities and its annual growth is about &
percent.

“If this trend continues, by the year
20561, around 55 percent of the total popu-
lation will be living only in cities,” he
said.

Igbal Habib said, “Every year about
500 thousand people are being added to
the population of Dhaka. Due to the lack
of planned decentralisation, human pres-
sure on Dhaka is increasing day by day”

Former chief architect of the
Department of Architect Kazi Golam
Nasir, Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association (BELA) chief execu-
tive Syeda Rizwana Hasan, Bangladesh
Institute of Planners president
Mohammad Fazle Reza Sumon and DCCI
director Hossain A Sikder also took part
in the discussion.
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'‘Good governance, political will
key to sustainable urbanization’

Seminar on

Decentralization of Dhaka and

Sustainable Urbanization in Bangladesh
Organized by: Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)

DCCI President Barrister Md. Sameer Sattar speaks while Land Minister Saifuzzaman Chowdhury, MP (2nd from left)
and other gusts look on at an event at DCCI auditorium on Saturday

Business Correspondent

Speakers at a seminar
"Decentralization of Dhaka and
Sustainable Urbanization in
Bangladesh" said good governance,
implementation of urban planning,
political will, equal development of
rural areas, mass transportation and
sustainable infrastructure are crucial
for steady urbanization and decen-
tralization.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) organized the event
at its auditorium in the city on
Saturday.

Saifuzzaman Chowdhury, MP
Minister for Land was chief guest and
Kazi Wasi Uddin, Secretary, Ministry
of Housing and Public Works and Dr.
Farhina Ahmed, Secretary, Ministry
of Environment, Forest and Climate
Change were present as special
guests.

DCCI President Barrister Md.
Sameer Sattar said with the rapid
economic development of the coun-
try massive urbanization needs to
happen at a faster pace. He said in
order to mitigate huge traffic conges-
tion and pollution we have to ensure
decentralization which will play a
pivotal role, he added.

He suggested that the government
needs to attract long-term commer-

cial investments, especially in cities
outside Dhaka. To ease human pres-
sure on the capital city Dhaka, build-
ing planned satellite cities and
increasing expressways can be a
good solution.

He also said large cities should
have better health facilities, quality
education and adequate banking
and administrative facilities for peo-
ple to live in these cities. He further
said through decentralization, we
need to emphasise on equal distribu-
tion of wealth, boosting local econo-
my and better public services.

Saifuzzaman Chowdhury, MP said,
the government is implementing
many development projects equally
in all places. In the next 10 to 15 years
more metro rail and elevated
expressway will be constructed to
ease the pressure of traffic conges-
tion.

Kazi Wasi Uddin, Secretary,
Ministry of Housing and Public
Works said the government is work-
ing on detailed area plan (DAP) so
that businessmen have some room
for their businesses expansion.

He said his ministry will consult
with NBR for tax deducted at source
and higher tax for flat/land/property
registration. Projects need to be
inclusive; villages should have an
equal share of development.

He suggested planned housing
estates beside EZs areas so that
people working in EZs can have
urban facilities. He said a country
at least need 25 percent forest land
and also we should keep in mind
that arable lands cannot be
destroyed.

Environment Secretary Dr. Farhina
Ahmed said 50 percent oxygen
comes from ocean but extensive
uses of plastic is polluting our ocean.
We have to be more careful about air,
water and sound pollution to keep
the environment habitable.

She said that in terms of infra-
structure development, we should be
careful about its quality so that envi-
ronment is not hampered.

Architect Igbal Habib, Vice
President, Bangladesh Environment
Movement presented the keynote
paper.

Kazi Golam Nasir, Former Chief
Architect, Department of
Architecture, Syeda Rizwana Hasan,
Chief  Executive, = Bangladesh
Environmental Lawyers Association
(BELA), Mohammad Fazle Reza
Sumon, President, Bangladesh
Institute of Planners, Dr. Md. Shadi
Uz Zaman, Managing Director
Notundhora Assets Ltd and DCCI
Director Hossain A Sikder, among
others spoke on the occasion.
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SUSTAINABLE URBANIZATION

‘Good governance,
political will are
key factors’

Staff Correspondent

Good governance, implementation of
urban planning, political will, equal
development of rural areas, mass
transportation and sustainable in-
frastructure development are crucial
for sustainable urbanisation and de-
centralisation, experts said at a Dha-
ka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) seminar on Saturday.

Land Minister Saifuzzaman Chowd-
hury attended as the chief guest, with
Kazi Wasi Uddin, Secretary of the Min-
istry of Housing and Public Works, and
Dr Farhina Ahmed, Secretary of the
Ministry of Environment, Forest, and
Climate Change, as special guests.

Minister Saifuzzaman Chowdhury
assured that the government is work-
ing on equitable development projects
across the nation and plans to con-
struct more metro rail systems and ele-
vated expressways over the next 10 to 15
years to ease traffic congestion. He also
mentioned the government’s commit-
ment to automating land office process-

es and passing the Land Reform Act in
Parliament, which will restrict building
infrastructure on lands suitable for cul-
tivation.

Kazi Wasi Uddin, Secretary of the
Ministry of Housing and Public Works,
highlighted the government’s efforts to
create detailed area plans (DAP) that al-
low space for businesses. He also men-
tioned discussions with the National
Board of Revenue (NBR) regarding tax
deductions at source and higher taxes
for flat/land/property registrations.

Dr Farhina Ahmed, Secretary of the
Ministry of Environment, Forest, and Cli-
mate Change, drew attention to the en-
vironmental challenges posed by plastic
pollution and stressed the importance of
addressing air, water, and sound pollution.

DCCI President Barrister Md Sameer
Sattar said with the rapid economic
development of the country, massive
urbanization also needs to happen at a
faster pace as 65 per cent of GDP comes
from the urban areas, where 35% of
GDP comes from Dhaka alone.

Seminar on {J}":r
Decentralization of Dhaka and
Sustainable Urbanization in Bangladesh

Drganired by: Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industey (DCCI)

September, 2023
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He suggested that the government
needs to attract long-term commercial
investments, especially in cities outside
Dhaka.

To ease human pressure on the cap-
ital city Dhaka, building planned satel-
lite cities and increasing expressways
can be a good solution.

Architect Igbal Habib, Vice Presi-
dent, Bangladesh Environment Move-
ment presented the keynote paper.

He said that in Bangladesh 33% of
people are living in cities and its annual
growth is about 6%.

“If this trend continues, by the year
2051, 55% of the total population will be
living only in cities.

Every year about 5 lakh people are
added to the population of Dhaka. Due
to lack of planned decentralization hu-
man pressure on Dhaka is increasing
day by day,” he said.

Panel discussant Kazi Golam Nasir,
Former Chief Architect of the Depart-
ment of Architecture, emphasised the
importance of preserving arable land
and addressing the alarming rate of
land loss.

Syeda Rizwana Hasan, Chief Execu-
tive of the Bangladesh Environmental
Lawyers Association (BELA), called for
reforms and reorganization of the Ra-
jdhani Unnayan Kartripakkha (RAJUK)
to better manage Dhaka city.

Mohammad Fazle Reza Sumon,
President of the Bangladesh Institute of
Planners, identified unplanned urbani-
sation as a major obstacle to decentral-
ized planning and highlighted the need
for effective plan implementation.

Dr Md Shadi Uz Zaman, Managing
Director of Notundhora Assets Ltd, also
shared insights during the event.



Good governance,
political will key
to sustainable
urbanisation:
experts

Staff Correspondent

EXPERTS amphasised the
importance of good govern-
ance, affective implamenta-
tion of urban planning and
political will in achieving

sustainahbla urbanisation
and dacentralisation in
Bangladesh.

These critical issues were
discussed at a seminar titled
‘Decentralisation of Dhaka
and Sustainabla TUrbanisa-
tion in Bangladesh' organ-
isad by Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry in
the capital Dhaka on Satur-
day.

Igbal Hahib, vice-presi-
dent of Bangladesh Environ-
ment Movement., pressnted
a kevnote paper highlighting
rapid wurbamisation trend,
with projections indicating
that 55 per cant of the popu-
lation will reside in cities by
2051,

He stressed the impor-
tance of planned decantrali-
sation, polycentric cities,
maral lhivelihood develop-
ment and green technology
adoption.

He also advocated for
strangthening local govern-
ments, area-based invest-
ment management, pomi-
to-pomt commectivity 1o
aconomic zones and consist-
ant policies.

DCCT president Md S5a-
mesr Sattar opened the sem-
mar, underscoring the need

for rapid urbanisation to
keap pace with the country’s
economic developmeant,

He highlighted that 65&
per cent of Bangladesh's
GDOP originates from urban
areas, with Dhaka alone con-
tributing 35 per cent.

Sameer urged the gov-
ernment to attract long-
term commercial invest-
mants in cities outside
Dhaka, advocating creation
of planned satellite cities
and expanding expressway
networks.

Land munister Saifuz-
zaman Chowdhury affirmecd
the government's conimit-
ment to squitable develop-
ment across the nation.

He announced plans of
constructing more metro rail
and elevated expressways
over the next 10 to 15 yvears
to alleviate traffic conges-
o,
He also discussed forth-
coming Land Reform Act,
which aims to prohibit
building infrastructure on
thrice-cultivable lands.

The minister stressad the
importance of political sta-
hility for industrialisation
and overall development.

Sveda Rizwana Hasan,
chief axecutive of the Bang-
ladesh Environmenital Laww-
vars Association, callad for
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reforms and reorganisation
of Rajdhani Unnayvan Kar-
tripakkha and emphasised
the importance of long-term
master plans for each divi-
siomn.

Sha also underscored the
nead to safeguard wetlands
and agricultural lands for fu-
ture food security,

Kaz Wasi Uddin, housing
and pubhc works secretary,
shared insights into the gov-
ernment’s efforts o create
detailed area plans that ac-
commaodate businesses,

He mentioned ongoing
consultations with the MNa-
tionnal Board of Revenue
regarding tax deductions at
source and property registra-
tion taxes, emphasising the
nead for inclusive projects
and aguitabla development
for rural areas.

He proposed planned
housing estates near eco-
nomic Zones to provide
urban facilities for work-
are whils preserving arable
lands.

Farhina Ahmed, environ-
ment, forest and climate
change secretary, called for
responsible business prac-
tices and citizanship, as wall
as a focus on infrastructure
development that preserves
the emvironment’s integrity.

Bangladesh Institute of
Flanners president Moham-

mad Fazle Reza Sumon, No-
tundhora Assets Ltd manag-
ing director Md Shadi Uz
Zaman and DCCI director
Hossain A Sikder, among
others, ware present in the
SETIIITLAT.
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Good goveﬁlance, political will
underscored in achieving
sustainable urbanisation: DCCI

Business Desk

Speakers have emphasised the crifical
roke }glx-dwvl.mﬂ‘(\' urben planming,
i ment, rural devielop-
, mass sportation, and sustain-
1bk mrn«.nmun- in achieving sustain-
abie urbanisation and decentralisation.
They came up with this observation
during o seminar itled “Decentralization
of Dhaka ared Sustaimable Urbanization in
Bangladesh,” organised by the Dhaka
h.lm'hu'ad( ‘ammence & Indistry (D0

vend, abtended by Land Minister
Saifuzzaman Chowdhury os the chief
el

Farhina Ahmed as special guests, dis-
cussed the challenges and oppartunities
presented by Bargladesiv's rapid urban-
ization.
DCCT Presidena Barrister Md Sameer
-

Sattar undersconed the need for acoelerat-
#d urban devedopment 1o align with the
uuunl 5 ecomomic

With 5% of the n.Lu‘w.,,.....-.m, frum
url\ul arens, inchuding Froen Dhaka

alone, he stressed that decentralisation:
s essertial to cumibat braffic morgestion
el poiution

He proposed altracting kng-lerm com-
mercial investments in cities bevond Dha-
ke, building planned satellite citics, o
panding expresswiys, and enhancing the
wqualiby of fife in Large cities

Minister Saifuzzarman  Chowdhury
highlighted the gosemment’s commil-
ment to halanced development throigh
ot the coantry:

He mentioned npeoming prefjecs, such
a5 metro it and elevited d xprassnga
b alleviade traffic cor

Expressing opimism -‘hmlr sustaining
CIOP growwth, be called for a change in
mindset and the autemation of govern-
emil procsses, inchading land offices

He also discussed the forthooming
Land Reform Act and the importance of
political stabiliry for industralisation.

Kazi Wasi Liddin, Secretary af the Min.
istry of Housing and Public Works, dis-
cussed dmului area plans {DAF) b ac-
cotnmodale businesses, propesed b e
corsiderations, and called for indusive
Broiects that bencht niral areas,
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Decentralization of Dhaka and
Sustainable Urbanization in Bangladesh

Ovganired by: haka Chambar af Commer co & Industry (DCCH)
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