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Speakers at a discussion on Saturday stressed
the need for an industry-academia linkage to
reduce skill mismatch.

They also recommended better collaboration,
coordination and synchronisation between the
industry and academia to secure the country's
future economic development as well as to
reduce the existing skill mismatch.

The discussion titled "Industry-Academia
Linkage: Employability of Graduates in the
changing global context" was organised by the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) at the trade body’s office.

DCCI President Barrister Sameer Sattar
chaired the event.

He said the industry-academia linkage was
instrumental in creating a skilled and industry-
oriented workforce.

"It ensures a workforce — ready with a spe-
cialised skills set for the relevant industries but
the linkage has still not been fully developed due
to our conventional educational system. The
absence of an academia-industry harmony
results in an increasing skills gap in the work-
force," he said.

"So, it is very important to focus on industry-
academia linkage in order to take full advantage
of Bangladesh's demographic dividend," he said.

He called for conducting joint research and
development activities, developing education-
al infrastructure, creating a national employ-
ment database, arranging need-based curricu-
lum and skills trainings as well as strengthen-
ing the technical and vocational education sys-
tem (TVET).

He said every year US $ 8-10 billion is remit-
ted from Bangladesh as salary paid to foreign
workers.

He stressed the need for creating skilled man-
power in the country so that "We can save this
valuable outward remittance".

Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni speaking
as the chief guest said the government was stress-
ing commercialisation of research and develop-
ment initiatives.

She said a transformation in "Our national
curriculum system is already visible".

She reiterated the need for bringing in soft
skills, re-skilling and up-skilling, team-work
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DCCI President Barrister Sameer Sattar speaking at a discussion titled "Industry-
Academia Linkage: Employability of Graduates in the changing global context” at the
DCCI office in the city on Saturday with Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni attending it as

the chief guest

development, technology adaptation, changing
mindset, demand mapping and expediting
TVET education.

She said at present enrolment rate in the
TVET is 17 per cent.

Diversification of education is more impor-
tant, it will not be the right decision to attract stu-
dents only to medical or engineering education,
she said.

Nasreen Afroz, Executive Chairman
(Secretary), National Skills Development
Authority (NSDA), said the NSDA was keen to
create skilled manpower for export.

She also said a 'Skills Qualification
Framework' was formed under the chairmanship
of the education minister.

Fourteen skills development councils have

already been formed.

She expressed her hope that in future the rela-
tion between industry and academia would be
more expedited.

She also requested industry leaders to arrange
such workshops and seminars involving relevant
stakeholders.

She further said the NSDA has been arranging
funding from the Human Resource
Development Fund of the Ministry of Finance
for those who were involved in conducting skills
development training.

Dr. Sayema Haque Bidisha, Professor of
Economics, University of Dhaka and Research
Director, SANEM, while presenting the keynote
paper has highlighted that one of the challenges
of the labour market of Bangladesh is absence of

strong linkage between the supply and demand
sides- primarily between the academia and the
industry.

She said that to address the skills mismatch,
strong Industry-Academia linkage was needed.

She further said that by the year 2027 analyti-
cal thinking, creative thinking, artificial intelli-
gence (AI) and big data would have more
demand. In future technology would create
more jobs, she added.

In the panel discussion session, Professor of
Institute of Business Administration (IBA)
Mohammad Abdul Momen stressed need-based
curriculum development, development of IT
infrastructure, skills training and adopting indus-
try-specific programmes.

Women's participation in "Our industry is
very low", he added.

Moreover, he urged the authorities to reduce
dependence on foreign workers working in dif-
ferent companies in Bangladesh.

Managing Director of Apex Footwear
Limited Syed Nasim Manzur requested for pri-
vate sector representation in the development
process of curriculum to ensure quality educa-
tion.

Vice Chancellor of BUET Prof. Satya Prasad
Majumder underscored the importance of hav-
ing joint collaboration and cooperation between
industry and academia.

Industries should come forward with more
research and development with their own invest-
ment, he said.

He suggested developing a fourth industrial
revolution (41R) policy.

Member of University Grants Commission
(Commission) Prof. Dr. Md. Sazzad Hossain
said that UGC was going to establish an indus-
try-academia platform soon.

Former CFO of Snapchat Inc. Imran Khan
said that ICT, innovation, digital marketing and
IT outsourcing would create a big job opportuni-
ty for the graduates.

Country Director of ILO Tuomo Poutiainen
and Shafquat Haider, member, governing board,
NSDA, also spoke on the occasion.

DCCI Senior Vice President SM Golam
Faruk Alamgir (Arman), members of the board
of directors, among others, were also present
during the seminar.

talhabinhabib@yahoo.com
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Strong industry-academia

linkage will plug skills gap

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Around 88 billion to $10 billion is
remitted from Bangladesh each vear as
salaries paid to foreign workers in absence
of skilled manpower resulting from the
lack of a quality education system in the
country.

Sameer Sattar, president of the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI), made this comment while speaking
at a seminar, stvled “Industry-Academia
Linkage: Emplovability of Graduates in the
Changing Global Context”.

The event was organised by the DCCI at
its oflice in Dhaka vesterday.

Sattar stressed on creating skilled
manpower in the country so that
Bangladesh can save this valuable outward
remittance.

“Industry-academia linkage is
instrumental in creating a skilled and
industry-oriented workforce,” he said.

“It makes a workforce ready with a
specialised skillset for relevant industries,
but the linkage has still not been fully
developed due to our conventional
educational system,” Sattar added.

He also said the absence of industry-
academia harmony results in an

Experts say at DCCI seminar

increasing skills gap in the workforce.
Besides, it is very important to focus on
the industry-academia linkage in order
to take full advantage of Bangladesh’s
demographic dividend, he added.

The DCCI presr(iem called for
conducting joint research and
development  activities,  developing
education infrastructure, creating a

national employment database, arranging
need-based curriculum design and sKkills
training as well as strengthening technical
and vocational education systems.

Fducation Minister Dipu  Moni
stressed the need for soft skills, re-
skilling and up-skilling, teamwork
development, technology adaptation,

changing mindset, demand mapping
and expediting technical and vocational
education and training.

She informed that the present
enrolment rate in the technical and
vocational education system is 17 per cent.

“The diversification of education is
more important, it will not be the right
decision to attract our students only to
the medical or engineering education
system,” the minister said.

Prof Satva Prasad Majumder, vice-
chancellor of the Bangladesh University

Itis very

important

to focus on

the industry-

academia

linkage in order

to take full advantage of
Bangladesh’s demographic
dividend

Sameer Sattar
President of DCCI

of Engineering and 'Technology, said
industries should come forward with
more research and development with
their own investment.

Nasreen Alroz, executive chairman
of the National Skills Development
Authority (NSDA), said they are keen on
ueatmg_, s skilled manpower for export.

A\ “Skills Qualification Framework” has
been formed under the chairmanship of
the education minister. A total of 14 sKkills
development councils have been formed
already, she added.

Afroz expressed hopes that the relation

between industry and academia will be
developed in future.

She also requested industry leaders to
arrange such workshops and seminars
incorporating relevant stakeholders.

The NSDA has been arranging funding
from the Human Resource Development
Fund of the finance ministry for those
involved in conducting skills development
training, Afroz said.

During the Kkeynote presentation,
Sayema Haque Bidisha, a prolessor of
economics at the University of Dhaka,
highlighted that one of the challengea
of the domestic labour market is the
absence of strong linkage between supply
and demand, primarily between academia
and industry.

To address the skills mismatch, strong
industry-academia linkage is needed, she
said. Prof Mohammad A Momen, director
of the Institute of Business Administration
at the University of Dhaka, stressed on
developing need-based curriculum,
enhancing IT infrastructure, offering
skills training and adopting industry-
specific programmes.

The participation of women in the
country’s industrial sector is very low, he
added.
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Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni and Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) President Barrister Md Sameer Sattar are seen at a seminar on ‘Industry-Academia Linkage:
Employability of Graduates in the Changing Global Context’ in the capital on Saturday.

e OPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a seminar called for
strengthening Industry-academia
relatlonships to reduce skill mis-
match in the industrial units.

Education Minister Dr. Dipu
Moni was present at the seminar as
the chief guest.

The event styled as “Industry-Ac-
ademila Linkage: Employability of
Graduates In the Changing Global
Context” was also attended by Exec-
utive Chairman (Secretary) of Na-
tlonal Skills Development Authority
(NSDA) Nasreen Afroz as a guest of
honour.

President of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
Barrister Md. Sameer Sattar
chalred the session.

In her speech, Education Minis-
ter Dr. Dipu Monli stressed the com-
merclalisation of research and de-
velopment Initiatives.

She said that a transformation in
“our national curriculum system 1s
already visible.”

The minister relterated the need
for soft skills, re-skilling and up-
skilling, team-work development,
technology adaptation, changing
mindset, demand mapping and ex-
pediting TVET education.

She informed, “At present, en-
rollment rate in the TVET 1s 17 per-
cent.”

Emphasising the need for diver-
Sification of education, Dr. Dipu
Moni said, “It will not be the right
decision to attract our students only
to the medical or engineering educa-
tion system.”

“Rather; our students should
have a mentality to come into nurs-
Ing, modern farming, freelancing
and other jobs since these sectors
have also created huge demand cur-
rently,” the minister said.

Dr Dipu Moni urged all to
change their mindset because “no
occupation 1s superior to another.”
She, however, added, “We have seen
a slight change In mindset of the
people recently in this regard.”

DCCI President Barrister Md.
Sameer Sattar sald, “In the chang-
Ing global context and in order toac-
commodate our graduates to their
desired job sector as per the demand
of Industries, there are no alterna-
tives but to ensure better collabora-
tion, coordination and synchronisa-
tion between the industry and aca-
demia.”

He sald this 1s needed to secure
the country’s future economic devel-
opment as well as to reduce the ex-
Isting skill mismatch.

Sameer Sattar sald that Indus
try-Academia linkage 1s Instrumen-
tal In creating a skilled and Indus-
try-oriented workforce.

“It ensures a workforce ready

with a speclalised skills set for the
relevant industries but the linkage
has still not been fully developed
due to our conventional educational
system.”

DCCI chief said, “The absence of
an academia-industry harmony re-
sults in an increasing skills gap in
the workforce”

“So, 1t 1s very important to focus
on Industry-academia linkage in or-
der to take full advantage of
Bangladesh’s demographic divi-
dend.”

He called for conducting joint re-
search and development activities,
developing education Infrastruc-
ture, creating a national employ-
ment database, arranging need-
based curriculum design and sKills
training as well as strengthening
technical and vocational education
systems (TVET).

According to a statement, every
year $8-10 billion has been remitted
from Bangladesh as salary paid to
forelgn workers, he pointed out.

DCCI president stressed creating
skilled manpower In the country so
that “we can save this valuable out-
ward remittance.”

Executive Chalrman (Secretary)
of National Skills Development Au-
thority (NSDA) Nasreen Afroz sald
that the NSDA 1s keen to create
sKllled manpower to export.

She also informed that a SKills

Qualification Framework has been
formed under the chalrmanship of
the Education Minister.

Fourteen skills development
councils have been formed, she In-
formed.

Afroz expressed her hope that In
future the relation between indus-
try and academia would be stronger.

She requested the industry lead-
ers to arrange such workshops and
seminars incorporating relevant
stakeholders.

NSDA has been arranging funds
from the Human Resources Devel-
opment Fund of the Ministry of Fi-
nance for those who are involved in
conducting skills development
training, Afroz said.

Professor of Economics at Uni-
versity of Dhaka and SANEM Re-
search Director Dr. Sayema Haque
Bidisha presented the keynote pa-
per.
She highlighted that one of the
challenges of the labour market of
Bangladesh 1s the absence of strong
linkage between the supply and de-
mand sides- primarily between the
academia and the industry.

“To address the skills mismatch,
strong Industry-academialinkage is
needed,” she said.

Dr Sayema Haque Bldisha sald,
“By the year 2027 analytical think-
Ing, creative thinking, artificial in-
telligence (AI)and big data will have

more demand. In the future, technol-
ogy will create more jobs.”

In the panel discussion session,
Professor of Institute of Business
Administration (IBA) Mohammad
Abdul Momen stressed need-based
curriculum development, develop-
ment of IT Infrastructure, skills
training and adopting industry-spe-
clfic programmes.

“Female participation in our in-
dustry 1s very low;” he added.

Prof. Momen urged the compa-
nles in Bangladesh to reduce de-
pendency on forelgn workers.

Managing Director of Apex
Footwear Limited Syed Nasim
Manzur called for private sector rep-
resentation in the development
process of curriculum to ensure
quality education.

Vice Chancellor of BUET Prof.
Satya Prasad Majumder under-
scored the importance of having
joint collaboration and cooperation
between Industry and academia.

“Industries should come forward
with more research and develop-
ment with their own investment,”
he said.

BUET VC also called for develop-
Ing a fourth industrial revolution
(4IR) policy.

Member of University Grants
Commission (Commission) Prof. Dr.
Md. Sazzad Hossain sald that UGC

See page Biz-3

1s going to establish an indus-
try-academia platform soon.

Former CFO of Snapchat
Inc. Imran Khan sald that
ICT, Innovation, digital mar-
keting and IT outsourcing
will create a huge job oppor-
tunity for the graduates.

Country Director of ILO
Tuomo Poutialnen and
Shafquat Halder, Member,
Governing Board, NSDA also
Spoke on the occaston.

DCCI Senlor Vice
President SM Golam Faruk
Alamgir (Arman), members
of the Board of Directors,
among others, also attended
the seminar.
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Industry-Academia Linkage: Employability of
Graduates in the Changing Global Contaxt

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry president Md Samesr Sattar speaks at a seminar organised by the DCCI at it office in
capital Dhaka on Saturday, Education minister Dipu Moni was present as chief guest and NSDA executive chaimman Masreen Afroz
as special guest in the programme. BUET vice-chancellor Satya Prasad Majumder and SANEM research director Savema Haque

Bidisha, among others, were also presant

Industry-academia

— MNew Age photo

linkage needed

to reduce skills
mismatch: experts

Staff Correspondent

EXPERTS on Samrday said
that a linkage hetwesan the
industry and the academia
was required to promote de-
mand-based skills for reduc-
ing skills mismatch.

They suggested raform-
ing education policies pri-
oritising technologyv-basad
skills development to pro-
mota job competitiveness in
the global contaxt.

Thay made the suggas-
tions at a seminar titled In-
dustiny-Academia Linkage:
Emplovability of Graduates
in the Changing Global Con-
text’, organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry at its office in capi-
tal Dhaka on the dayw.

Education minister Dipu
Momni was chief guest in the
programime where National
Skills Development Author-
ity executive chairman Nas-
reen Afroz was present as
special guest.

DCCT president Md 5a-
meer Sattar deliverad the
welcome speach.

Sameer said, ‘In order to
accommodate our graduates
to their desired job sector as
per the demand of indus-
tries, there are no alterna-
tives but to ensure better col-
laboration, coordination and
svnchronisation betwean
the industry and the aca-
demia to securs our future
economic development as
well as to reduce the exdst-
ing skill mismatch,’ ha said.

‘Wa have a 65-per cent
working age population
and 50 per cent are below
the age of 35, so it is very
important to focus on in-
dustry-academia linkage in
order to take full advantage
of this demographic divi-
dend,” he said.

The absence of an aca-
demia-industry harmony re-
sults in an increasing skills
gap in the workforce, he
added.

Dipu Moni urged busi-
nesses to come forward to
investing mora on academic
ressarch to bring new inno-
vation based on comunercial
requirements.

she said, ‘Cur educa-
tional curriculum is most-
Iy focused on soft skills
development and we are
also shifting our focus

to analytical and critical
thinking-basad curriculum
devaelopment.’

At present, enrolmeant
rate in the technical and vo-
cational education system is
17 per cent, she said.

Sha said, ‘Diversifica-
tion of education is more
important.’

South Asian Network
on Economic Modeling
research director Sayvema
Haque Bidisha presanted
the kevnota paper.

She observed that one
of the challenges of the la-
bour market of Bangladesh
was the absenca of a strong
linkage between supply and
demand sides — primarily
betwean the academia and
the industry.

“To address the skills
mismatch, strong industry-
academia linkage is neaded,’
she gaid.

‘By the vear 2027 analvti-
cal thinking, creative think-
ing, artificial intelligence
and hig data will have more
demand. In future technol-
ogy will create more jobs,”
she added.

Nasreen Afroz said that
the M504 was keen to create
skilled manpower to export.

As panel discussant In-
stitute of Business Admin-
istration professor Moham-
mad Abdul Momen stressed
need-basad curriculium
development, development
of IT infrastructure, skills
training and adopting indus-
fry-specific programimaes.

Social stigma is female
employment barriar, he
added.

Apex  Footwear Lim-
itad managing director Syed
Nasim Manzur stressed devel-
oping a linkage between the
academia and the industry for
updating demand-based edu-
cational carriculmmn.

‘Industry-academia col-
laborations should mcrease
to identify the needs of in-
dustry and focus on skilled
development,” =aid Bang-
ladesh Umniversity of En-
gineering and Technology
vice-chancellor Satva Prasad
Majumder.

University Grants Com-
miission member Md Sazzad
Hossain said, ‘Our education
curriculum is strong enough
and should focus on diverse
ressarch-based activity.



THE

BUSINESS
STANDARD

SUNDAY, 09 JULY 2023

Foreigners take home $10b
a year from industrial
sector: DCCI president

INDUSTRY - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Industry~acéd€arﬁié linkage
stressed to reduce skill
mismatch

Foreign workers employed in Bangladesh’s
industrial sector take home around $10 billion
in salaries annually as they hold management
positions due to a lack of skilled manpower
within the country, Dhaka Chamber President

During a seminar titled “Industry-Academia
Linkage: Employability of Graduates in the
Changing Global Context”, organised by the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) on Saturday, Sattar noted that without
addressing the shortage of skilled labour, Bang-
ladesh would continue to experience the out-
flow of financial resources to foreign workers.

The DCCI president called for immediate at-
tention to the issue and stressed the urgency of
building a skilled and industry-oriented work-
force by establishing a strong industry-aca-
demia linkage to be able to realise the “Smart
Bangladesh" meeting challenges of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution (41R).

Education Minister Dipu Moni, who was pre-

Sameer Sattar has said.

the chief guest, echoed Sattar's con-
cerns and stressed the importance of
bridging the gap between academia
and industry.

She said, *“Academicians may
question why they need to learn by
working in the industry. While peo-
ple in the industry who know the
business may ask why they should go
to teachers. You cannot clap with one
hand. Both sides will need to come
forward. The government is engaged
round the clock to facilitate this.”

The education minister also high-
lighted ongoing initiatives by the
government to enhance the educa-
tion system, including the introduc-
tion of a new curriculum at the pri-
mary level.

She expressed optimism that this
measure would contribute to closing
the existing skill gap in the future.

She recommended incorporat-
ing soft skills into university-level
education and emphasised the
importance of career counselling,
academic master plans, and skill
development, including reskilling,
upskilling, teamwork, and technol-
ogy adaptation.

The education minister also high-
lighted the government’s ongoing

efforts in skill development through
the National Skills Development Au-
thority and various ministries.

She also stressed the need for
diversification of education and the
commercialisation of research to
attract students to sectors such as
nursing, modern farming, freelanc-
ing, and other industries currently
experiencing high demand.

Dr Sayema Haque Bidisha, pro-
fessor of economics at Dhaka Univer-
sity and research director of South
Asian Network on Economic Mod-
eling (Sanem), in her keynote, high-
lighted that one of the challenges
of the labour market of Bangladesh
is the absence of strong linkage be-
tween the supply and demand sides-
primarily between the academia and
the industry.

To address the skills mismatch,
strong Industry-Academia linkage is
needed, she said.

By the year 2027, analytical think-
ing, creative thinking, artificial intel-
ligence (Al), and big data will have
more demand, she noted, adding
that technology will create more jobs
in the future,

The issue of losing money due
to the employment of foreign work-
ers in Bangladesh’s industrial sec-

sent at the event as

tor was further highlighted by Syed
Nasim Manzur, Managing Director
of Apex Footwear Limited.

He expressed concern over the in-
adequate supply of skilled labour in
the supply chain and the scarcity of
technicians in renewable energy and
solar panel industries.

Nasim called for private sector
representation in curriculum de-
velopment to ensure the delivery of
quality education.

Tuomo Poutiainen, country direc-
torof the ILO, highlighted the creation
of 100 economic zones in Bangladesh,
along with special economic zones.

He emphasised the need for
skilled individuals in these zones
and stressed the importance of plan-
ning and preparing people for future
industries.

Nasreen Afroz, executive chair-
man (Secretary) of the National
Skills  Development  Authority
(NSDA), expressed the NSDA’s inter-
est in developing skilled manpower
for export.

She mentioned the formation of
a “Skills Qualification Framework”
under the chairmanship of the Edu-
cation Minister and the establish-
ment of fourteen skills development
councils.

Professor Mohammad Abdul
Momen from the Institute of Busi-
ness Administration (IBA) empha-
sised the importance of developing a
need-based curriculum, enhancing
IT infrastructure, providing skills
training, and implementing indus-
try-specific programs.

He also highlighted the need to
address the low female participation
in the industry and reduce depend-
ence on foreign workers.

Professor Satya Prasad Majum-
der, vice chancellor of Bangladesh
University of Engineering and Tech-
nology (Buet), underscored the
significance of collaboration and
cooperation between industry and
academia. .

He encouraged industries to in-
vest in research and development
and requested the development of a
policy for 41K

Prof Dr Md Sazzad Hossain, a
member of the University Grants
Commission (UGQ, announced the
UGC’s plan to establish an industry-
academia platform in the near future.

[mran Khan, former CFO of Snap-
chat Inc, predicted that ICT, inno-
vation, digital marketing, and IT
outsourcing would create vast job
opportunities for graduates.
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Bangladesh pays foreigners around $10b in annual wages

Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh pays $8 billion-$10 billion
annually in salaries and allowances to
foreign workers in the management of
industrial sectors, as the country lacks
skilled manpower — a ripple effect of
sub-par education system.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) President Md Sameer
Sattar made the remark while presiding
over a seminar titled, “Industry-Aca-
demia Linkage: Employability of Grad-
uates in the Changing Global Context”
organised by the body in the capital on
Saturday.

He added, “There are no alternatives
but to ensure better collaboration, coor-
dination and synchronisation between
industry and academia to secure our fu-
ture economic development, as well as
to reduce the existing skill mismatch in
the changing global context.”

“This is a must in order to accommo-
date our graduates to their desired job
sector as per the demand of industries.”

Sameer also said the industry-aca-
demia linkage is instrumental in cre-
ating a skilled and industry-oriented
workforce.

“It ensures a workforce ready with a
specialised skill
set for the rele-
vant industries,
but the linkage
has still not been
fully developed
due to our con-
ventional educa-
tional system,”
he added.

“The absence
of an academ-
ia-industry  har-
mony results in
an increasing

skills gap in the workforce. So, it is very
important to focus on the industry-aca-
demia linkage in order to take full ad-
vantage of Bangladesh’s demographic
dividend.”

The DCCI chief also called for con-
ducting joint research and development
activities, developing education infra-
structure, creating a national employ-
ment database, arranging need-based
curriculum design and skill trainings as
well as strengthening the technical and
vocational education system (TVET).

Presenting the keynote paper at the
seminar, South Asian Network on Eco-
nomic Modeling (SANEM) Research
Director Sayema Haque Bidisha high-
lighted that one of the challenges of the
labour market of Bangladesh is the ab-
sence of strong linkage between supply
and demand sides — primarily between
the academia and the industry.

Dr Sayema said it hampers knowl-
edge acquisition, affects efficiency of
the production process, can affect GDP,
results in skill-wastage, and creates un-
employment- particularly for the youths.

“Employability of youths is crucial
as the country is in a demographic
transition window of demographic

dividend will close around 2040,” the
economist also said.

“To address the skills mismatch,
strong industry-academia linkage is
needed. By the year 2027, analytical
thinking, creative thinking, artificial
intelligence (AI) and big data will have
more demand. In future, technology
will create more jobs,” she added.

Dr Sayema stated that the future of
work is challenging- increased auto-
mation, artificial intelligence, and ad-
vances in supply chain management
changed dynamics of the labour mar-
ket.

She informed that there is 26.82 mil-
lion youths (aged 15-29) with 13.51 mil-
lion male and 13.31 million female in
the country. Youths (15-29) comprise of
36.53 per cent of the total labour force
in 2022 (28.5 per cent male and 51.33 per
cent female).

Bangladesh ranks 125th among 143
countries in terms of the skills and ca-
pacity to make effective use of ICT, ac-
cording to World Bank report, 2018

A study on National University by
BIDS (2020) shows 66 per cent unem-
ployed, 21 per cent wage employed-un-
employment higher for women.
Unemployment was, on average, unem-
ployment duration 31-33 months.

Dr Sayema laid greater emphasis
on soft skill. There can be short cours-
es (even online) free of charge- run by
relevant ministries of the government.

A significant increase in education
budget is a prerequisite.

“Modification and upgradation of
curriculum (internally) need while
consulting international curriculum,”
she also suggested. A re-thinking of
subject-specific seat distribution at uni-
versities is needed and more market-re-
lated departments/ masters/diploma
course should be introduced.

She also suggested both at the prima-
ry and secondary level curriculum, and
teaching quality has to be upgraded to
ensure basic competencies in language,
communication and mathematics.

The economist further recommend-
ed that the country needs to prepare a
detailed roadmap exclusively focusing
on graduate employment, and to pre-
pare an integrated database of gradu-
ates.

Managing Director of Apex Footwear
Limited Syed Nasim Manzur said now
students look for only BCS jobs. So, ed-

ucation curriculum should be changed.

BUET Vice Chancellor Prof. Sat-
ya Prasad Majumder said industries
should come forward with more re-
search and development with their own
investment. He called for developing a
41IR policy.

“Industry leaders should write to
universities what they need to oper-
ate manufacturing and service unites.
What type of robotics and machines
they use. Government, UGC, universi-
ties, and industry should work togeth-
er,” he also said.

Member of University Grants Com-
mission Prof. Dr Md Sazzad Hossain un-
derscored the need for devising action
plan to develop language skills.

Country Director of ILO Tuomo
Poutiainen underscored the need for
up-skilling of the country’s all workers,
and arranging more dialogues with the
international community.

While speaking as the chief guest,
Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni
stressed the need for commercialisation
of research and development initiatives
in universities. A transformation in the
country’s national curriculum system is
already visible.

She reiterated for bringing in soft
skills, re-skilling and up-skilling, team-
work development, technology adapta-
tion, changing mindset, demand map-
ping and expediting TVET education.
At present, enrollment rate in the TVET
is 17 per cent.



Business Correspondent

There is no alternative but to
ensure better collaboration, coor-
dination and synchronization
between the industry and acade-
mia to secure our future economic
development by developing skill
manpower and reduce its mis-
match.

Barrister Md. Sameer Sattar,
President of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) said
while he was chairing a seminar on
"Industry-Academia Linkage:
Employability of Graduates in the
Changing Global Context" organ-
ized by DCCI on Saturday.

Education Minister Dr. Dipu
Moni, MP was present as chief
guest while Executive Chairman
(Secretary), National  Skills
Development Authority (NSDA)
Nasreen Afroz was present as guest
of honour.

Barrister Md. Sameer Sattar said
Industry-Academia linkage is instru-
mental in creating a skilled and
industry-oriented workforce. It
ensures a workforce - ready with a
specialized skills set for relevant
industries but the linkage has still
not been fully developed due to our
conventional educational system.

The absence of an academia-
industry harmony results in an
increasing skills gap in workforce,
he said adding it is very important
to focus on industry-academia
linkage in order to take full advan-
tage of demographic dividend.

He urged for conducting joint
research and development activi-
ties, developing education infra-
structure, creating a national
employment database, arranging
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‘Industry-academia linkage important
to reduce skill mismatch’

Industry-Academia Linkage: Employability of
Craduates in the Changing Global Context

K
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DCCI President Barrister Md. Sameer Sattar speaking while chief guest Education Minister Dr. Dipu Moni, MP
(3rd from left) and other guests listen at a seminar on "Industry-Academia Linkage: Employability of Graduates
in the Changing Global Context," in Dhaka on Saturday.

need-based curriculum design
and skills trainings as well as
strengthening technical and voca-
tional education system (TVET).

Every year USD 8-10 billion has
been remitted from Bangladesh as
salary paid to foreign workers, he
pointed out. Therefore we must
create skilled manpower in the
country so that we can save this
valuable outward remittance.

Dr. Dipu Moni, MP, stressed for
commercialization of research and
development initiatives saying a
transformation in our national cur-
riculum is already visible, She reiter-
ated for bringing in soft skills, re-
skilling and up-skilling of work force
and team-work development.

Technology adaptation, chang-
ing mindset, demand mapping
and expediting technical educa-
tion is important. At present
enrollment rate in the technical

education 17pc she said adding
diversification of education is
more important.

She said it will not be the right
decision to attract our students
only to medical or engineering
education. She said our students
should have a mentality to come
into nursing, modern farming,
freelancing and other jobs since
these sectors have also created
huge demand at present and
called for change in our mindset.
because no occupation is superior
to the others, she said.

Nasreen Afroz, of NSDA said 14
skills development councils have
already been set up and expressed
the hope that the relation between
industry and academia will be
more expedited and requested
industry leaders to arrange such
workshops.

Prof Sayema Haque Bidisha of

Dhaka University calls for strong
Industry-Academia linkage. IBA
Professor Mohammad Abdul
Momen emphasized developing
need-based curriculum, develop-
ment of IT infrastructure, skills
training and adopting industry-
specific programmes.

Managing Director of Apex
Footwear Limited Syed Nasim
Manzur demanded private sector
representation in the development
process of curriculum to ensure
quality education.

BUET Vice chancellor Prof.
Satya Prasad Majumder, Member
of University Grants Commission
Prof. Md. Sazzad Hossain, former
CFO of Snapchat Inc. Imran Khan,
Country Director of ILO Tuomo
Poutiainen ,Shafquat Haider,
Member NSDA, DCCI Senior Vice
President SM Golam Faruk
Alamgir also spoke in the seminar.



iy e

resirige drsimere

Md Samear Satiar, Fresiden

seirinar tEld, Tdusiry Acsdes!

Cantead” lekd in the cagital om
Nemwork

a Chamie:
nmr hlplnv\n‘bll
Gl i B F
o Temiis acivi 4 ANEAT pasaea the Leymats puperar he semtinar

af Commarce and Indesty IDCCT, sprabing st
o Giuduates o B Changing Giwbal
Benwaaxhy Dirvctin of Sl Asien

Bangladesh pays
foreigners $10b
in annual wages

Business Report

Bangladesh pays S8 billion - S10 Bil-
liom annually in salaries and al-
Bowanoes o foreign workers i the
management of industrial sectors, as
the countey lacks skilled mangsower -
a ripple effect of sub-par education
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Industry-academia linkage a
must to reduce skill mismatch

Experts tell DCCI seminar

Staff Correspondent

Experts at a seminar on Saturday
observed that there is no altemative
to ensuring better collaboration and
synchronization between the industry
and ncademia to secure the future
cconomic development as well as to
reduce the existing skill mismatch,

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCI) organised the seminar
titled “Industry-Academin Linkage:
Employability of Graduates in the
Changing Global Context™ at the
DCCI conference room,

Education Minister Dr. Dipu Moni,
MI® was present on the occasion ns
the chief guest while Executive
Chairman (Secretary), National Skills
Development Authority (NSDA)
Nasreen Afroz was present as guest
of honour.,

Education Minister Dr. Dipu Moni
stressed the commercialization of
rescarch and development initiatives.

She said that a transformation in
our national curriculum system is
already visible, reiterating to bringing
in soft skills, re-skilling and up-
skilling, team-work development,
technology adaptation, changing
mindset, demand mapping and expe-
diting TVET education.

She said at present enrollment rate
in the TVET is 17%, she informed.
Diversification of education is more
important, it will not be the right deci-
sion to attract our students only to
medical or engineering education
system.
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DCCI President Barmrister Md.

Sameer Sattar, while addressing, said
that Industry-Academin linkage is

instrumental in creating a skilled and
industry-onented workforce. It ensures

a workforce - ready with a special-
ized skills set for the relevant indus-
tries but the linkage has still not been
fully developed due to our conven-
tional educational system,

The absence of an academia-
industry harmony results in an
increasing skills gap in the workforce,
he added. So, it is very important to
focus on industry-ncademin linkage
in order to take full advantage of
Bangladesh's demographic dividend.

Naosreen Afiroz, Executive Chairman
(Sccretary), National Skills
Development Authority (NSDA) said
that the NSDA is keen to create skilled
manpower o export,

She also informed that a *Skills
Qualification Framework' hos been
formed under the Chairmanship of the
Education Minister,

a&l 0, %y

Fourteen (14) skills development
councils have already been formed,
she informed.

Dr. Sayema Haque Bidisha,
Professor of Economics, University
of Dhaka and Research Director,
SANEM presented the keynote paper.

She highlighted that one of the chal-
lenges of the labor market of
Bangladesh is absence of strong
linkage between the supply and
demand sides- primarily between the
academin and the industry,

Mohammad Abdul Momen stressed
on need-based curriculum develop-
ment, development of IT infrastruc-
ture, skills training and adopting
industry-specific progrmmmes.

Vice Chancellor of BUET Prof.
Satya Prasad Majumder underscored
the importance of having joint collab-
oration and cooperation between
industry and academin. Industries
should come forward with more
rescarch and development with their
own investment, he added.
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Industry-academia linkage stressed to reduce skill
mismatch: Speakers
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DHAKA, July 8, 2023 (BSS) - Speakers at a seminar today stressed on industry-
academia linkage to reduce skills mismatch in various sectors in the country.

They said this while addressing a seminar on “Industry-Academia Linkage:

Employability of Graduates in changing the global context” held in the capital
organized by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI).

Education Minister Dr. Dipu Moni spoke al the seminar as chief guest while
Executive Chairman (Secretary), National Skills Development Authority (NSDA)
Nasreen Afroz spoke as gquest of honour that was presided over by DCCI

president Barrister Sameer Sattar.

Speaking on the occasion, Dr. Dipu Moni stressed for commercialization of
research and development initiatives.

She opined that a transformation in the national curriculum system is already
visible. She also reiterated for bringing in soft skills, re-skilling and up-skilling,
team-work development, technology adaptation, changing of mindset, demand
mapping and expediting the Technical and Vocational Education and Training

(TVET).
Dr Dipu Moni informed that at present the enrollment rate in the TVET is 17%.

She said diversification of education is more important as it will not be the right
decision to attract the students only to medical or engineering education system.

Rather, she said the students should have a mentality to come into nursing,
modern farming, freelancing and other jobs since these sectors have also created
a huge demand now a days.

In this regard, the Education Minister urged to change the mindset because no
occupation is superior to the others.

Masreen Afroz, Executive Chairman (Secretary) of the NSDA said that the NSDA
is keen to create skilled manpower.

She also informed that a 'Skills Qualification Framework™ has been formed under
the Chairmanship of the Education Minister. Fourteen (14) skills development
councils have already been formed, she informed.

Nasreen expressed her hope that in future the relation between the industry and
the academia will be more expedited.

She also requested the industry leaders to arrange such workshops and seminars
incorporating relevant stakeholders.

“NSDA has been arranging funding from the Human Resource Development Fund
of the Ministry of Finance for those who are involved in conducting skills
development training,” she informed.

Dr. Sayema Haque Bidisha, Professor of Economics, University of Dhaka and

Research Director, SANEM presented the keynote paper.

She highlighted that one of the challenges of the labor market of Bangladesh is
absence of strong linkage between the supply and demand sides- primarily
between the academia and the industry.

To address the skills mismatch, strong Industry-Academia linkage is needed, she
said.

By the year 2027, analytical thinking, creative thinking, artificial intelligence (Al)
and big data will have more demand. In the future, technology will create more
jobs, Dr Bidisha added.

DCCI president Sameer Sattar said in the changing global context and in order to
accommodate the graduates to their desired job sectors as per the demand of
industries, there are no alternatives but to ensure better collaboration, coordination
and synchronization between the industry and the academia to secure the future
economic development as well as to reduce the existing skill mismatch.

He also said that Industry-Academia linkage is instrumental in creating a skilled
and industry-oriented workforce. “It ensures a workforce - ready with a specialized
skills set for the relevant industries but the linkage has still not been fully
developed due to our conventional educational system.”

Sameer also urged for conducting joint research and development activities,
developing education infrastructure, creating a national employment database,
arranging need-based cumriculum design and skills trainings as well as
strengthening TVET.

According to a statement, every year $8-10 billion are being remitted from
Bangladesh as salary paid to foreign workers, he pointed out.

In the panel discussion session, Professor of Institute of Business Administration
(IBA) Mohammad Abdul Momen stressed on need-based curriculum development,
development of IT infrastructure, skills training and adopting industry-specific
programmes.

“Female participation in our industry is very low,"he added. Moreover, he urged to
reduce dependency on foreign workers working in different companies in
Bangladesh.

Managing Director of Apex Footwear Limited Syed Nasim Manzur requested for
private sector representation in the development process of curriculum to ensure

quality education.

Vice Chancellor of BUET Prof. Satya Prasad Majumder underscored the
importance of having joint collaboration and cooperation between industry and
academia.

“Industries should come forward with more research and development with their
own investment,” he added. Besides, Majumder requested to develop a 4IR policy.

Member of the University Grants Commission (Commission) Prof. Dr. Md. Sazzad
Hossain said that the UGC is going to establish an industry-academia platform
S00n.

Former CFO of Snapchat Inc. Imran Khan said that ICT, innovation, digital
marketing and IT outsourcing will create a huge job opportunity for the graduates.

Country Director of ILO Tuome Poutiainen and Shafguat Haider, Member,
Governing Board, NSDA also spoke on the occasion. DCCI Senior Vice President
SM Golam Faruk Alamgir (Arman) was also present on the occasion.
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