STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Strong public and private sector
collaboration is essential for effective
disaster risk management alongside
formulation of a long-term master plan
to saleguard industries, said Sameer
Sattar, president of the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (DCCI),
yesterday.

Disaster risk has broad socioeconomic
and developmental implications crippling
the sustenance of businesses and
industries. Industry is the lifeline of the
Bangladesh economy, accounting for 36
per cent of gross domestic product, he
said.

Disaster risk has far-reaching
consequences on sustainability of
business. Bangladesh can offer a wide

range of financial tools as disaster
control measures to enhance the

financial resilience of the private sector,
said Sattar.

Raising of awareness, compliance
to rules, presence of a central disaster
management fund, easy access to low-
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Strong public-private ties
needed to hight disaster risks

Says Dhaka chamber president

cost funds and other tax advantages can
ensure an effective and result-oriented
disaster risk management ecosystem, he
added.

Sattar was addressing a conference
on “private sector’s participation in
disaster risk management: towards Smart
Bangladesh” jointly organised by the DCCI
and Strengthening Urban Public-Private
Programming for Earthquake Resilience
(SUPER) Project at Radisson Blu Dhaka
Water Garden.

The SUPER Project is being
implemented by the DCCI, ActionAid
Bangladesh, United Purpose and
World Vision and supported by
FEuropean Union Civil Protection and
Humanitarian Aid.

Disaster risk management strategies
should be implemented through public-
private partnerships to make them more
sustainable, said Sheikh Fazle Noor
Taposh, mayor of Dhaka South City
Corporation.

He also suggested
effective  private sector
operation centres.

maintaining
emergency

Fire drills should be mandatory in
offices, homes and markets lor greater
awareness, said Dhaka North City
Corporation Mayor Md Atiqul Islam.

Bangladesh can offer

a wide range of financial
tools as disaster control
measures to enhance
financial resilience

of the private sector, says
DCCI chief

“We do not have underground utility
service mapping and due to a lack of
proper geographic information and
mapping system, sometimes it becomes
risky to carry out infrastructure-related
work, espcuall\ on the roads,” he said.

Technology is a strong tool in the fight

against disasters, said Lokman Hossain

Miah, executive chairman of Bangladesh
Investment  Development  Authority,

stressing on easy financing mechanisms
for tackling disasters.

“In terms of business, we are in a
competitive world. Any disaster may harm
our competitiveness in the international
market,” said Jashim Uddin, president of
the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry.

Capacity of the fire service and civil
defence should be further strengthened
and there is no alternative to maintaining
compliance with regulationsin industries,
he said.

In this regard, the private sector has
a big role to play along with the public
sector, he added.

Disaster risk management should be
inclusive, said Mizanur Rahman, director

general of the Department of Disaster

Management.

“Since Bangladesh is situated in a
disaster-prone zone, we have to be ready
with adequate equipment. Technology
can play a pivotal role in facing disaster
risks,” he added.

He urged the voung generation to
engage in disaster risk management.



IMPARTIAL

daily sun

SUUNDAY, 25 JUNE 2023

m Disaster risk management strategy

5 Bangladesh can offer a wie
financial tools for resilience

r
- e

L S ’}
range of

should be implemented thru' PPP

Private Sector’s Participation in

Disaster Risk Management:
Towards Smart Bangladesh

d by |
Tinwaley P Rosr v ey Tiod
S

? LMuaka

Hiopect Consorbium

PPP to help cut disaster
rsK in industries

m There is no alternative to maintaining
compliance in industries

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, STAFF CORRESPONDENT .
Public-private partnership along with a long-term
master plan and new technology 1s crucial to sus
tainable disaster risk management and protecting
local Industries, sald speakers at a seminar on Satur-
day.

“Strong linkage between public and private sec-

tor along with a long-term master 1s essential for
steering much-needed dlsaster risk management
plans to safeguard our industries,” sald Barrister
sSameer Sattar, president of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) while addressing
the event.

DCCI and Strengthening Urban Public-Private
Programming for Earthquake Resilience (SUPER)

Project Consortium Jointly organised the sympo-
sium on “Private sector’s participation in disaster
risk management: towards Smart Bangladesh.”

In Bangladesh, disaster risk has broad socloeco-
nomicand developmental implications as it cripples
sustainablility of businesses and Industries. Indus-
try is the lifeline of the economy contributing36 per-
cent to national GDP.

“Bangladesh can offer a wide range of mode to make 1t more sustainable.”

financial tools to enhance the financlal
resilience of the private sector as disas-
ter control measures,” Sameer added.

He sald that awareness bullding,
compliance, central disaster manage-
ment flind, easy access to low-cost funds
and other tax advantages could provide
some good solutlons to ensuring an
effective and resultorlented Disaster
Risk Management (DRM) ecosystem.

SUPER project 1s a consortlum ini-
tlative Implemented by DCCI,
ActionAld Bangladesh, United Purpose
and World Vision, supported by the
European Unlon Civil Protectlon and
Humanitarian Ald.

Dhaka South City Corporation
(DSCC) Mayor Barrister Shelkh Fazle
Noor Taposh and Dhaka North City
Corporation (DNCC) Mayor Md. Atiqul
Islam joined the event virtually as spe-

clal guests.
Bangladesh Investment
Development  Authority  (BIDA)

Executive chairman LokKman Hossain
Miah, Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) president Md. Jashiim Uddin
and director general at the Department
of Disaster Management Mijanur
Rahman, among others, also spoke at
the event.

DSCC mayor Barrister Sheikh Fazle
Noor Taposh sald, “Disaster risk man-
agement strategy should be Implement-
ed through public-private partnership

He suggested making the private sec-
tor emergency operation centre (PEQOC)
effective,

“DSCC has already allocated an
increased budget for fraining and fire
drilis,” he Informed.

DNCC mayor Atlqul Islam put
emphasis on making fire drills manda-
tory in offices, homes and markets to
ralse awareness.

“We do not have underearth utility
service mapping and due to lack of
proper GIS mapping sometimes 1t
becomes risky to do infrastructure
related work especially in the roads,” he
noted.

Atiqul Islam said that, “If the canals
can be re-gained these will be a good
source of water if any fire incident hap-
pens.” He urged the owner of commer-
clal towers to arrange frequent fire
drills and ensure enough space In the
tower.

The mayor belleved that the govern-
ment alone could not implement disas-
ter risk management.

BIDA executive chairman LoKman
Hossaln Miah urged all to ablde by the
building code. He sald, “Where there 1s
life, there 15 a risk. Therefore, we have to
have a master plan for being a disaster
resilient country”

Terming Dhaka as the most vulnera-
ble city In Bangladesh, he called for
bringing the whole country under a
master plan.

BIDA executlve chalrman men-
tloned technology as a strong tool to

flght disasters alongside easy flnancing
mechanisms to face dlsasters.

FBCCI president Md. Jashim Uddin
feared that any disaster could harm the
country's competitiveness in the inter-
national market.

“He sald we can not allow our Indus-
tries and employees or workers to be
endangered by any disaster: We have to
ldentify the risky factorles and indus-
tries and make them ready for facing
disasters™ he pointed out, emphasising
enhancing the capacity of fire service
and civil defense,

“There 1s no alternative to maintain-
Ing compliance In owr Industries. In
that case the private sector hasablgrole
to play along with the public sector,” he
stated.

The Department of Disaster
Management DG viewed that the disas-
ter risk management should be inclu-
sive as Bangladesh 1s situated in a dlsas-
ter-prone zone.

“We have to be ready with adequate
equipment. Technology can play a piv-
otal role In facing disaster risks,” he
added.

He urged the young generation to be
engaged in disaster risk management,”
he said.

Later a website of a private sector
Emergency operation centre was
launched.

Two parallel sessions titled
“Disaster risk management flnancing
strategy” and “Technology in DEM
towards smart Bangladesh” were also
held
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‘Use of tech, PPP initiatives
crucial for building disaster-
resilient Bangladesh’

DISASTER — BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

The use of technology, adequate
financing, and integrated public-
private partnership (PPP) initia-
tives are essential for building a
smart and disaster-resilient Bang-
ladesh, private sector stakeholders
have said.

In the age of information tech-
nology, there is no substitute for
ensuring the use of new technolo-
gies to predict and mitigate the
impacts of any natural disaster,
they said at a national symposium
held at Radisson Hotel, Dhaka on
Saturday.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) and Strength-
ening Urban Public-Private Pro-
gramming for Earthquake Resil-
ience (SUPER) Project Consortium
jointly organised the event, titled
“Private Sector’s Participation in
Disaster Risk Management: To-
wards Smart Bangladesh”.

DCCI President Md Sameer Sat-
tar in his opening remarks said,
“Industries are the lifeline of the
economy, contributing 36% of the
country’s GDP. Disaster risk has
far-reaching consequences on the
sustainability of businesses. Bang-
ladesh can offer a wide range of fi-
nancial tools to enhance the finan-
cial resilience of the private sector
as disaster control measures.”

“Awareness building, compli-
ance, central disaster manage-
ment fund, easy access to low-cost
funds, among other tax advan-
tages, can provide some good so-
lutions to ensure an effective and
result-oriented Disaster Risk Man-
agement (DRM) ecosystem,” Sa-
meer Sattar added.

Addressing the conference, Md
Jashim Uddin, president of the Fed-
eration of Bangladesh Chambers of

Commerce and Industry (FBCCI),
said, “We cannot allow our indus-
tries and employees or workers to
be endangered by any disaster. We
have to identify the risky factories
and make industries ready to face
them. Any disaster may harm our
competitiveness in the global mar-
ket.”

He also said that the capacity of
the country’s fire service and civil
defence should be strengthened
more. “There is no alternative to
maintaining compliance in our in-
dustries. In that case, the private
sector has a big role to play along
with the public sector.”

Executive Chairman of Bang-
ladesh Investment Development
Authority (Bida) Lokman Hossain
Miah urged all to abide by the
building code.

“Where there is life, there is a
risk. Therefore, we have to have a
master plan to ensure a disaster-
resilient country,” he said.

Dhaka South City Corporation
Mayor Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh
said a disaster risk management
strategy should be implemented
through a public-private partnership
mode to make it more sustainable.

He also suggested making the
private sector emergency operation
centre (PEOC) effective.

“Dhaka South has already allo-
cated an increased budget for train-
ing and fire drills. To build a smart
Bangladesh, we all need to work
hand in hand,” Taposh added.

Dhaka North City Mayor Md
Atiqul Islam said, “In offices,
homes and markets, fire drills
should be mandatory in order to
raise awareness. Moreover, we do
not have an under-earth utility
service mapping and due to the
lack of proper GIS mapping some-
times it becomes risky to do infra-
structure-related work primarily
on the roads.”
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SPEAKERS at a symposium
on Saturday said that tech-
nology, finance and PPP ini-
tiative are crucial in build-
ing disaster resilient Smart
Bangladesh.

They said this while ad-
dressing a symposium on
‘Private sector’s participation
in disaster nsk management:
towards Smart Bangladesh'
organised jointly by the Dha-
ka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) and
Strengthening Urban Public-
Private Programming for
Earthquake Resilience (SU-
PER) Project Consortium at a
city hotel, said a press releasa.

SUPER project is a consor-
tium initiative implemented
by DCCI, ActionAid Bang-
ladash, United Purpose and
World Vision supported by
European Union Civil Protec-
tion and Humanitarian Aid.

Sheikh Fazle Noor
Taposh, mavor of the DSCC,
and Md Atiqul Islam, mayor
of the DNCC, joined virtu-
ally as special guests.

Executive chairman of
BIDA Lokman Hossain
Miah, FBCCI president Md
Jashim Uddin and director
general of Department of
Disaster Management Mi-
janur Rahman spoke as the
guests of honour.

DCCI president Md Sa-
meer Sattar chaired the sym-
posium.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, DSCC mayor Sheikh
Fazle Noor said that disas-
ter risk management strat-
egy should be implemented
through public-private part-
nership mode to make it
more sustainable.

He also suggested mak-
ing private sector emergency
operation centre (PEOC) ef-
fective. He also informed
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Tech, finance, PPP initiative crucial
in disaster risk mgmt: experts

that there are some 75 wards
under DSCC and each has
about 400 wvolunteers to
work.

‘DSCC has already allo-
cated increased budget for
trainings and fire dnlls. To
make Smart Bangladesh,
we all need to work hand in
hand,” he added.

DNCC mavor Md Atiqul
Islam said that fire dnills
should be made mandatory
at offices, homes and manr
kets to raise awareness.

Moreover, we don't have
underground utility service
mapping and due to lack of
proper GIS mapping, some-
times it becomes risky to do
infrastructure related works
aspacially on the roads,’ he
added.

Atiqul also said that if the
canals can be re-claimed,
then these would be a good
source of water if any fire in-
cident happens.

He also urged the owners
of commaercial towers to ar-
range frequent fire drills and
ensure enough space in the
lower.

He also said that the gov-
ernment could not alone im-
plement disaster risk man-
agement.

Executive chairman of
BIDA Lokman Hossain Miah
wrged all to abide by the
building code.

He said, “\Where there is
life, there are risks. There-
fore, we've to have a master
plan for being a disaster re-
silient country.’

Terming Dhaka as the
most vulnerable city in
Bangladesh, Lokman said
not only Dhaka, but they
have brought also the whole
country under a master plan.

He also termed technol-
ogy as a strong tool to fight
against disaster as well as
stressed on easy financing
mechanism to face disasters.

FBCCI president Md
Jashim Uddin said that in
terms of businesses, the lo-
cal businesses are in a com-
petitive world.

Any disaster may ham
our competitiveness in the
international markst,” he said.

‘We can't allow our in-
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dustries and emplovees or
workers to be endangered by
any disaster. We've to iden-
tify the risky factories and
industries and thus make
them ready for facing disas-
ters," Jashim said.

He also said that the ca-
pacity of the fire service
and civil defance should be
strengthened more.

“There is no alternative to
maintaining compliance in
our industries. In that case
private sector has a big role
to play along with the public
sector.’

Mijanur Rahman, director
general of Department of Dis-
aster Management, said that
the disaster risk management
should be inclusive.

‘Since  Bangladesh is
situated in a disaster-prone
zone, therefore we've to be
ready with adequate equip-
ment. Technology can play a
pivotal role in facing disaster
risks,” he added.

He also urged the yvoung
generation to be engaged in
disaster risk management
system.

National Symposium
on

Private Sector’s Participation in Disaster Risk Management: Towards Smart E

BIDA executive chairman Lokman Hossain Miah, Department of Disaster Management director
general Mijanur Rahman, FBCCI president Md Jashim Uddin and DOCI president Md Sameer Sattar,
among others, are present in a symposium organised jointly by the DOCI and the Strengthening
Urban Public-Private Programming for Earthquake Resilience (SUPER) Project Consortium in the

capital Dhaka on Saturday.

— New Age photo



The

Business Pgst

SUNDAY, 25 JUNE 2023

Experts stress PPP initiative to build
disaster resilient smart Bangladesh

Staff Correspondent

Experts on Saturday underscored the
need for Public-Private-Partnership
(PPP), encouraging private investment
in disaster-resilient infrastructure, pro-
moting technology usage, and creating
awareness, and collaboration among
stakeholders.

They made the observations at the
national symposium titled, “Private
Sector’s Participation in Disaster Risk
Management: Towards Smart Bangla-
desh” jointly organised by DCCI and
the Strengthening Urban Public-Private
Programming for Earthquake Resilience
(SUPER) project consortium at a hotel in
Dhaka. SUPER project is a consortium in-
itiative implemented by DCCI, ActionAid
Bangladesh, United Purpose and World
Vision supported by European Union
Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid.

The keynote speakers urged the gov-
ermnment to form a task force with Bang-
ladesh Bank, Insurance Development
and Regulatory Authority of Bangladesh,
Bangladesh Securities and Exchange Com-
mission, Finance Ministry, Department Of
Disaster Management, and business asso-
ciations to mitigate disaster impacts.
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Participation in

Private Sector’s Participation in Disaster Fllsk Management: Towards Sm

DCCI President Md Sameer Sattar, FBCCI President Md Jashim Uddin and others

at the conference in Dhaka on Saturday

They said Bangladesh is now vulner-
able due to both natural and man-made
disasters. There are a lot of industrial
factories in the country which at risk
due to violating building codes and
poor structure.

Innovision Consulting Pvt Ltd’s Lead
Consultant K Morshed Millat said there
are huge challenges including limited
integration of innovative financing in-
struments, limited financial resources,
non-structured policy & inadequate in-

- Courtesy Photo

surance coverage, capacity constraints,
information gap, lack of awareness,
and inefficiency in fund utilisation.

He suggested constructing more
green buildings in the country to mit-
igate disaster impact. Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) President Md
Jashim Uddin said, “We are in a com-
petitive world in terms of businesses.
Any disaster may harm our competitive-
ness in the international market.”
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A symposium on “Private sector’s
participation in disaster risk manage-
ment: towards Smart Bangladesh”
jointly organized by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) and the Strengthening Urban
Public-Private Programming for
Earthquake Resilience (SUPER) Project
Consortium held at the Radisson Hotel
in the capital on Saturday. The sympo-
sium emphasized the crucial role of
technology, finance, and public-private
partnerships (PPP) in creating o disaster-
resilient and smart Bangladesh,

Barrister Md. Samecer  Sattar,
President of DCCI, highlighted the need
for a strong public and private sector
collaboration to effectively manage
disaster risks and safeguard industries.
Acknowledging the broad socioeco-
nomic implications of disasters, Sattar
emphasized that the business sector,
contributing 36 percent to Bangladesh's
GDP, must be protected from such nisks.
He outlined various financial tools and
incentives, including awarencss
building, compliance measures, a
central disaster management fund, casy
acoess to low-cost funds, and tax advan-
tages, as potential solutions to enhance
the financial resilience of the private
sector.

Barrister Sheikh Fazle Noor Taposh,
Mayor of Dhaka South City

Commortion etresesd the imnartanee
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Importance of Technology, Finance, and PPP in building
a disaster-resilient smart Bangladesh underscored

of implementing disaster risk manage-
ment strategies through public-private
partnerships to ensure sustainability.
He suggested making private sector
emergency operation centers (PEOC)
more effective and highlighted the allo-
cation of an increased budget for
training and fire drills in the Dhaka
South City Corporation. Taposh empha-
sized the importance of collaborative
¢fforts for building a sman Bangladesh,

Md. Atiqul Islam, Mayor of Dhaka
North City Corporation, called for
mandatory fire drills in offices, homes,
and markets to mise swarencss, He also
highlighted the need for accurate under-
ground utility service mapping and
proper Geographic Information System
(GIS) mapping to mitigate risks during
infrastructure-related work, particularly
on roads. Islam suggested that canals
could serve as an additional water
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source during fire incidents if reclaimed,
and urged owners of commercial wowers
to conduct regular fire drills and ensure
sufficient space within the buildings.
He emphasized that disaster risk
management cannot be solely imple-
mented by the government,

Lokman Hossain Miah, Executive
Chainman of the Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority (BIDA),
emphasized the importance of adhering
to building codes and developing a
masterplan for a disaster-resilient
country, Referring to Dhaka as the most
vulnerable city in Bangladesh, he
stressed the need for a nationwide
masterplan. Miah highlighted the signif-
icance of technology as a tool to combat
disasters and emphasized the impor-
tance of establishing easy financing
mechanisms 1o address disaster-related
challenges.

Md. Jashim  Uddin,
President of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI), highlighted the
competitive nature of busi-
nesses in the international
market and emphasized the
need to protect industries and
workers from potential disas-
ters. He called for the identi-
fication and preparation of
high-risk factories and indus-
trics, as well as the strength-
ening of fire services and civil
defense capabilities. Uddin
emphasized the crucial role
of compliance in industries,
stressing the need for collab-
omtion between the private
and public sectors. Mizanur
Rahman, Director General of
the Department of Disaster
Management, emphasized the
importance of inclusive
disaster risk management,
given Bangladesh's vulnera-
bility to disasters, He high-
lighted the role of technology
in addressing disaster risks
and encouraged young people
to engage in the disaster risk
management system. As part
of the event, a website for the
private scclor emergency
operation  center  was
Iminched
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silient Smart Bangladesh.
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SUPER project s a consartium initia-
tve imphemented by DOCL ActionAsd

Bangladesh, United Phirpose and World
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Lmis‘n Sheikh Fazle Noor Tapash,
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