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Investing in tech,
education key to
raising farm output

Say speakers at DCCI seminar
R BUSINE!
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In\c\l ingin mndcrn l('l.hrl[.lltl"l("- and education is crucial
Lo increasing productivity, \ualmnalnhu and profitability
for Bangladeshi's farmers and achieving the goal of smart
agriculture, speakers said vesterday.

It is also important to train farmers to adopt
technologies and advanced technology - based agriculural
management, they said.

“Tor food security, we need more productivity,” said
Agriculture Minister Muhammad Abdur Rarzaque.

He said sman ulture needs time and for this,
Bangladesh will have to go for a mechanised cultivation system.

“The government is committed to providing all sorts
of policy support,” he said, adding that the vounger
generation will lead the concept of smart agriculture,

The minister made the comments at seminar styled
“Transtorming  Comentional  Agriculure o St
Agriculture: The Way Forward” at the Renaissance Hotel in
the capital. The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Indusiry
(DCCH erganised the event, according o a press release.

In Bangladesh, the agriculture sector's contribution to
GDIP s 12 per cent and it accounts for almost 38 per cent
of the emplovments in the country,

Razzaque called fora multipurpose cold storage system 1o
mitigate wastages and stressed product variety, an efficient
use of water and climate resistant crops production.

Sameer Sattar, president of the DCCL said the agro
and fond processing industry accounts Tor 0.22 per cent
of the gross domestic product and it Taces a number of
challenges such as limited value-addition skills, lack of
diversification, quality assurance, and low awareness
Jl‘Juul sanitary and phylosanitary compliance issues.

“Tokeep pace with the fourth industrial revelution, we h.«'l\l‘
1o learn about nane-technology, bio-informatics, machi
Internet of Things and new agriculture technologics.”

Shamsul Arefin, secretarv of the information and
communication technology division, called upon the
private sector to take smart agriculture 1o its next stage.

“In this regard, the government will give all possible
support o the private sector.”

Domenico Scalpelli, country representative of the
World Food Programme, said smart agriculture aims o
improve productivity and the quality of products.

He underscored the importance of value addition of
agricultural products and urged the vounger generation
10 engage more in the agriculture sector.

"Commercial agriculture in Bangladesh is gradually
easing,” he said.

MA Sautar Mandal, a lor vice chancellor of the
Bangladesh Agricultural University, s ; 5 1o hank
loans, skills training and capacity hu|k||n" rational value
added tax and import duty structures, sman mechanisation,
and automation are essential for smart agriculture. He
stressed increasing cold storage Tacilities for agri products,
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[nvest in modern
technology to
boost agro
production: DCCI
FE REPORT

Dhaka Chamber of

Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) on Wednesday
suggested investing in mod-
ern technology and educa-
tion to increase agriculture
productivity, sustainability
and profitability of coun-
try's farmers.

President of DCCI
Barrister Md Sameer Sattar
said it is also imperative to
train our farmers to adopt
technology and advanced
technology-based agricul-
tural management.

He came up with the
remarks at a seminar titled
"Transforming Conventional

Agriculture to  Smart
Agriculture” at a city hotel
on Wednesday.

Agriculture Minister Dr
Muhammad Abdur
Razzaque was present at the
seminar as the chief guest.

The DCCI president said
our agro and food-process-
ing industry crossed US$ 1
billion mark, exporting

around 700 items to more
than145 countries,

He also said, "Currently, the
agro and food-processing
industry accounts for about
0.22 per cent of the total GDP
and it faces a number of chal-
lenges such as limited value-
addition skills, lack of diversifi-
cation, quality assurance, low
awareness of sanitary and phy-
tosanitary compliance issues.”

Moreover, to keep pace
with the 4IR technology, we
have to learn nano-technology,
bio-informatics, machines,
internet of things and new
agriculture technologies, he
said.

The Agriculture Minister
said our young generation will
lead this concept of smart agn-
culture.

He also said that agricul-
ture's contribution to GDP is
12 per cent and the sector cre-
ates almost 38 per cent
employment in the country.

"For food securnty, we need
more productivity. Smart agri-
culture is needed now. For this,
we have to go for mechanised
cultivation system.
Government is committed to
give all sorts of policy support
needed in this connection,” he
said.

He put emphasis on mult-
purpose cold storage system to
mitigate wastages, He also
stressed on product vanety, effi-
cient use of water and climate
resistance crops production.

Secretary of ICT Division
Md Shamsul Arefin said we
need to go for smart agricul-
ture using smart technology to
meet the growing demand of
food.

Most of the countries in the
world are now using smart
technology, nano technology,
bio technology and various
4IR technologies.

He also called upon the pri-

vate sector to lead smart agn-
culture to its next stage. In this
regard, government will give
all possible support to the pri-
vate sector, he added.

Former Vice Chancellor of
Bangladesh Agricultural
University Dr M A Sartar
Mandal presented the keynote
paper at the seminar. He high-
lighted that National
Agriculture Policy 2018 under-
scores the need for Digital
Bangladesh.

Abdul Ghafur Bashir,
Managing Director,
AquaLink, Fahad Ifaz, CEO,
iFarmer, Dr F H Ansarey,
Managing Director & CEO,
ACI Agri-businesses, Ahsan
Khan Chowdhury, Chairman
& CEO, Pran-RFL Group,
Abu Saleh Md Mahfuzul
Alam and Consultant 4IR,
Aspire to Innovate (a2i) also
spoke on the occasion.

The speakers proposed for
forming an 'Agnculture
Entrepreneurship Fund'.

They also said that ensuring
agriculture productivity with
world class quality is the main
motto of smart agriculture.

They also emphasised value
added agriculture, proper guid-
ance for farmers and capacity
building of agro-based entre-
preneurs as well as proper pol-
icy support.

Secretary of ICT Division
Md Shamsul Arefin and
WFP's Country Represen-
tative and FAO's acting coun-
try representative in
Bangladesh Domenico
Scalpelli also joined as the spe-
cial guest and guest of honour
respectively.

DCCI Senior  Vice
President S M Golam Faruk
Alamgir (Arman) gave the
vote of thanks.

DCCI Vice President Md
Junaed Ibna Ali and members
of the Board of Directors were
also present at the seminar.

talhabinhabib{@yahoo.com
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Pvt investment
alongside policy
support crucial
for smart
agriculture:
Experts

AGRICULTURE - DHAKA

TBS REPORT

Smart agriculture is the need of
time for ensuring food security,
reducing unnecessary wastage
and combating climate change
impacts, but it needs private sec-
tor’s investment alongside policy
support to develop in the coun-
try, experts and stakeholders said
at a seminar on Wednesday.

Stakeholders must also be ad-
equately educated to exploit the
opportunities of smart agricul-
ture, they said.

The Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry organised the
seminar at a hotel in the capital
with the participation of Agricul-
ture Minister Dr Muhammad Abdur
Razzaque, former vice chancellor
of Vice Chancellor of Bangladesh
Agricultural University Dr MA Sat-
tar Mandal and Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry President
Md Sameer Sattar.

Emphasising the role of pri-
vate sector involvement, the ag-
riculture minister said brilliant
young people have to invest in
smart agriculture for its develop-
ment. Furthermore, they can also
make big profits in agriculture as
has been demonstrated by many
recent projects.

For food security, the coun-
try needs more productivity and
thus, smart agriculture is the
need of time. The government is
committed to giving all sorts of
policy support needed in this re-
gard, the minister said.

He also urged for setting up
multipurpose cold storage sys-
tems to mitigate wastages. Later,
he stressed on product varieties,
efficient use of water and climate-
resilient crops production.

Dr MA Sattar Mandal said
the following are necessary for
transforming the country’s con-
ventional agricultural practices
into smart agricultural proce-
dures: easy bank loan access,
supportive tax and tariff regimes,
more skill development training
and automation.
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Stress on smart agriculture

for smart Bangladesh

.....OPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Bangladesh will need to develop a
smart agricultural system to build a
smart country, sald Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry presi-
dent Barrister Md. Sameer Sattar at
a seminar.

Agriculture Minister Dr. Muham-
mad Abdur Razzaque attended the
seminar as the chlef guest.

The minister emphasised, “For
food securtty, we need more produc-
tivity While smart agriculture needs
time, we have to go for a mechanised
cultivation system to achieve this
goal.”

“The government 1s committed to
glve all sorts of policy support need-
ed,” he sald.

Secretary of ICT Division Md.
Shamsul Arefin and WFP’s Country
Representative and FAO’s acting
Country Representative in

Bangladesh Domenico Scalpelli also
Jolned as special guest and guest of
honour respectively.

The seminar tifled “Transform-
ing Conventional Agriculture to
Smart Agriculture” was held at a ho-
tel in Dhaka on Wednesday,

Former Vice Chancellor of
Bangladesh Agricultural University
Dr. MA Sattar Mandal presented the
Keynote paper at the seminar.

The DCCI president sald, “To
achieve the smart agriculture goal, it
is crucial to invest In modern tech-
nology and education to increase
productivity, sustainability and prof-
ltability for our farmers.”

According to him, 1t 1s also Imper-
ative to train our farmers to adopt
technology and advanced technolo-
gy-based agricultural management.

Barrister Md. Sameer Sattar said,
“Our agro and food-processing in-
dustry crossed the $1 billion mark,

exporting around 700 items to over
145 countries.”

He Informed that currently the
agro and food-processing industry
accounts for about 0.22 percent of the
GDP and it faces a number of chal-
leniges such aslimited value-addition
skills, lack of diversification, quality
assurance, low awareness of sani-
tary and phytosanitary compliance
1ssues.

“Moreover, to Keep pace with the
4TR, we have to learn nano-technolo-
oy, bloinformatics, machines, inter-
net of things and new agriculture
technologles.”

Agriculture Minister Dr. Muham-
mad Abdur Razzaque belleved that
the young generation would lead the
concept of smart agriculture.

He said, "Agriculture’s contribu-
tion to GDPF is now 12 percent and the
sector creates almost 38 percent em-
ployment in the country”

The minister also urged for a
multipurpose cold storage system to
mitigate wastages and stressed prod-
uct variety, efficient use of water
and climate resistance crops produc-
tlon.

Secretary of ICT Division Md.
Shamsul Arefin also emphasised the
need for adoption of smart technolo-
gy for a smart agricultural system
and Increased productivity to meet
growing demand for food.

“Most of the countries in the
world are now using smart technolo-
gy, nanotechnology, bio technology
and varions blessings of 41IR. We can
not lag behind. We need to compete.”

ICT Division Secretary also called
upon the private sector to lead smart
agriculture to its next stage. “In this
regard, the government will give all
possible support to the private sec-
tor™

See page Biz-3

WFP’'s Country Representative and
FAO’s acting Country Representative
in Bangladesh Domenico Scalpelll
sald, “Commercial agriculture in
Bangladesh 1s gradually increas-
ing.”

He underscored the importance of
value addition of agricultural prod-
ucts and sald that smart agriculture
aims to lmprove productlvity and
quality of products.

He also urged the younger genera-
tion to be engaged in the agriculture
sector more and more.

In his keynote paper, Former Vice
Chancellor of Bangladesh
Agricultural University Dr. MA
sattar Mandal highlighted the
National Agriculture Policy 2018
which underscores the need for
Digital Agriculture as a means to
achleve a sustainable, safe and prof-
itable agriculture.

He informed that the size of the
agrl  machinery  market In
Bangladesh 1s about of $ 2.8 billion.

“Besides, bank loans, skill train-
ing and capaclty building, rational
VAT and import duty structures to
encourage private sector, smart
mechanisation and automation 1s

very much essential for smart agri-
culture,” he opined.

Dr. MA Sattar Mandal also
stressed Increasing cold storage
facllitles for agricultural products
around the country.

Abdul Ghafur Bashir, Managing
Director of AquaLink, Fahad Ifaz,
CEO of 1Farmer, Dr. F H Ansarey,
Managing Director & CEO of ACI
Agri-businesses, Ahsan Khan
Chowdhury, Chailrman & CEO of
Pran-RFL Group, Abu Saleh Mad.
Mahfuzul Alam, Consultant 4IR
and Aspire to Innovate (a2l1) also
spoke on the occasion.

Speakers proposed forming an
“Agriculture Entrepreneurship
Fund™” and also sald that ensuring
agriculture productivity with
world class quality should be the
main motto of smart agriculture.

They emphasised value-added
agriculture, proper guldance for
farmers and capacity bullding of
agro-based entrepreneurs as well as
proper policy support.

DCCI Senlor Vice President S. M.
Golam Faruk Alamgir (Arman) gave
the vote of thanks. DCCI Vice
President Md. Junaed Ibna All and
members of the Board of Directors
also attended the seminar.
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To achieve the goal of Smart Agriculture, it is crucial to invest in modem technology and education to
ncraase productivity, sustainability and profitability for our farmers. Besidaes, it is also imperative to train
aur farmers 1o adopt technology and advanced technology-based agncultural management

These were said by Barnster Md. Sameer Sattar, President of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) at a seminar titled "Transforming Conventional Agriculture to Smant Agriculture” heid at a city
hotel yesterday

Agriculture Minister Dr Muhammad Abdur Razzaque, MP was present at the seminar as the Chief
Guest Secretary of ICT Dmision Md. Shamsul Arefin and WFP's Country Representative and FAO's
acting Counltry Representative in Bangladesh Uomenico Scalpell also joined as the Special Guast and
Guest of Honour respectively

DCCI President Bamster Md. Sameer Sattar also said that our agro and food-processing industry
crossed USD 1 billion mark, exporting around 700 items to over 145 countries. He informed that
currently, the agro and food-processing industry accounts for about 0 22% of the GDP and  faces a
number of challenges such as limited value-addition skills, lack of diversification, qualty assurance, low
awaraness of sanitary and phytosanitary compliance issues Moreover, to keep pace with the 4IR we
have to learn nano-technology, bio-informatics, machines, internet of things and new agnculiure

technologies.

Agniculture Minister Dr. Muhammad Abdur Razzague, MP sad that our young generation will lead this
concepl of smart agncullure. Agricullure’s contribution o GDP is 12% and the seclor creales almost
38% employment in the country For food security we need more productivity Smart agnculture 1s need
of time and for thas we have to go for mechanized cultivation system. Government is committed to gve
all sorts of policy support needed. He also urged for multipurpose cold storage system to mitigate
wastages. Later he stressed on product vanety, efficient use of water and climate resistance crops
production

Secretary of ICT Division Md. Shamsul Arefin said 1o meel the growing demand of food we need o go
for smart agncullure and to adapl this concept we need to go for smarl technology Most of the
countnes in the world are now using smart technology, nano technology, bio technology and vanous
blessings of 4IR Therefore, to compele we can not lag behind than the others. He also called upon the
private sector to lead smart agnculture to i1s next stage. In this regard, government will give all possible
support lo the private seclor, he added

WFF's Country Representative and FAO's acting Country Representative in Bangladesh Domenico
Scalpelli said that commercial agriculture in Bangladesh is gradually increasing but he underscored the
importance of value addibion of agricultural products. He also said that smart agriculture aims to improve
productivity and quality of products. He also urged young generation o be engaged in agnculture sector
more and more

Former Vice Chancellor of Bangladesh Agricultural University Dr. M. A, Saftar Mandal presented the
keynote paper at the seminar. He ghlighted that Nabonal Agnculture Policy 2018 underscores the
need for Digital

Agriculture as a means to achieve a sustainable, safe and profitable agnculture. He informed that the
size of agn machinery market in Bangladesh 1s about of USD 2 8 bilkon. Besides Bank loans, skill
training & capacity bullding, rational VAT & import duty structures lo encourage private seclor, smart
mechanization and automation 1s very much essential for smart agnculiure, he opined. He also siressed
on increasing cold storage facilities for agri products around the country

Abdul Ghafur Bashir, Managing Direcltor, Agualink, Fahad lfaz, CEQ, iFarmer, Dr F H Ansarey,
Managing Direcltor & CEQ, AC! Agn-businesses, Ahsan Khan Chowdhury, Chairman & CEO, Pran-RFL
Group, Abu Saleh Md. Mahfuzul Alam and Consultant 4IR, Aspire 1o Innovate (a21) also spoke on the
occasion. Speakers proposed for forming an “Agncuiture Entrepreneurship Fund® They also said that
ensunng agnculiure productnaty with world class quality 1s the main molie of smart agnculture They also
amphasized on value added agriculture, proper guidance for farmers and capacity building of agro-
based entrepreneurs as well as proper policy support

DCCI Senior Vice President S. M. Golam Faruk Alamgir (Arman) gave the vote of thanks. DCCI Vice
President Md. Junaed Ibna Al and members of the Board of Directors were presant dunng the seminar



