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Formulate Ctg
port-centric
logistics policy
Experts urge govt

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh should formulate a national logistics
policy, which will help build an integrated logistics
system centring the Chattogram port, experts said
vesterday,

There should he a masterplan  capable
of fulfilling the future logistics demand in
Bangladesh's ports, they said.

“We do not have any masterplan for the port
" said M Masrur Reaz, chairman of the
hange of Bangladesh.

The masterplan should be formed following the
national Ingistics policy so that the port does not
suffer from overcapacity, he said.

Reaz made the remarks while presenting the
kevnote paper al a seminar on “Efficient port
logistic management and trade competitiveness of
Bangladesh™ organised by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Indusery (DCCT) at its auditorium
in the capital.

The chairman of Policy Exchange of Bangladesh
recommended going for investment in the logistics
sector through puhlk private partnership (PPP)

"Bangladesh s Tar  behind  in |f)L.i~G1
performance and it is ranked 100 overall in the
logistic performance index while 102nd in logistics
quality and competence index.”

“If we want to develop
an integrated logistics
sector, we have to
ensure PPP investment,
especially in ports.”

“If we want o develop an integrated logistics
sector, we have o ensure PPP investment
especially in ports,” Reaz added.

He went on to sav that Bangladesh has one of
the highest logistics costs globally.

Modemn  ports  can strengthen  regional
connectivity and global markets, inland container
depots (ICDs) and industrial zones, he said.

The first terminal of Payra port will be opened
for use soon and a terminal has already heen set up
under the PPP model for Mongla pont, Md Mostala
Kamal, shipping secretary, said at the event as the
chief guest. A number of foreign companies like
DI World, PSA International and Red Sea Port
have shown interest o work for enhancing the
capacity of Bangladesh's ports, the secretary said.

Bangladesh has done a tremendous job in
ports but the country is still lagging behind, said
Shamim Ul Hug, country director of the DP World
Bangladesh, a Dubai based multinational logistics
L'EJJ'IIPJII\'.

“To compete in the global market, we need an
integrated logistics platform and coordination
among the multiple agencies is very important.”

Iabir Ahmed, president of Bangladesh Freight
Forwarders Association, said the port should not
be used as a warchouse,

Astrong infrastructure in Chattogram port will
lower the cost of doing business in Bangladesh,
cut lead time efficiently and investment will surge,
said DCCE President Rizwan Rahman.

Sved Al Jowher Rizvi, managing director
of Summit Alliance Port; Md Zafar Alam, joint
secretary of Chittagong Port Authority, also spoke.
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Seminar on
Efficient Port Logistic Management & Trade
Competitiveness of Bangladesh

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) President Rizwan Rahman (4th from right) speaking at
the seminar on 'Efficient port logistics management & trade competitiveness of Bangladesh' held in the city
on Monday with Shipping Secretary Md Mostafa Kamal addressing it as the chief guest.

Easing business, wooing investment

Call for logistics policy to
make ports efficient

FE REPORT

Speakers at a seminar on Monday
suggested that the government make
the port logistics system more efficient
to lower cost of doing business and
attract more investment in industries.

To this effect, they called for framing
a National Logistics Policy' in order to
make the port logistics management
more resourceful and organised.

The suggestions came at a seminar
on 'Efficient port logistic management
& trade competitiveness  of
Bangladesh' hosted by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) at its auditorium in Motijheel.

Shipping secretary Md Mostafa
Kamal addressed the programme as
the chief guest. Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA) joint secretary Md
Zafar Alam and Summit Alliance Port
Ltd managing director Syed Ali
Jowher Rizvi also spoke.

Policy Exchange Bangladesh chair-
man Dr M Masrur Reaz presented a
keynote paper at the event with DCCI
president Rizwan Rahman in the
chair.

Mr Kamal said alongside
Chattogram port, Mongla port has
also started handling more containers
while Payra port will come into full
operation soon.

Abu Dhabi Ports has recently
showed its interest to work in
Bangladesh's port sector. It would be

helpful for enhancing capacity of the
ports, Mr Kamal noted.

Regarding logistic improvement, he
said the government in recent past has
invested a lot to make the ports more
functional.

At the event, Mr Rahman said port
logistics management is an important
element of international trade com-
petitiveness.

With the country's growing export,
Chattogram port has become the
world's 64th busiest but has been
ranked as Asia's least efficient seaport,
he added.

According to the World Bank, slow
container handling, lower drafting
capacity, inefficient port management,
limited port yards, poor turnaround
time and scarcity of modern equip-
ment are retarding the port from being
efficient.

The DCCI chief said, "If the infra-
structural capacity of Chattogram
port is increased, our cost of doing
business will reasonably fall, resulting
in better lead time, which lures more
investors in the country."

Keynoter Dr Reaz said Bangladesh
is ranked 100 in the Logistic
Performance Index and 102nd in the
Logistics Quality and Competence
Index.

Terming Bangladesh's logistics cost
one of the highest globally, he said sea
and land ports here need modernisation
to enhance the quality of regional con-

nectivity and access to global market.

Absence of national logistics strate-
gy, complex regulatory system, lack of
effective policy intervention and inad-
equate private-sector participation are
among the major challenges in effi-
cient port logistic management, said
Dr Reaz.

Putting emphasis on formulating a
national logistics policy, he said many
industrial zones will come into pro-
duction in the coming decade and the
ports' capacity is needed to increase
for growing export items.

Meanwhile, Mr Alam said the CPA
has been increasing its efficiency by
adding modern equipment, broaden-
ing yard area and reducing lead time.

The CPA has initiated to increase
the terminal draft of Chattogram port
to accept larger vessels with a draught
of up to 10 metres and a length of up
to 200 metres.

Besides, Mr Rizvi said the country
should have off-docks in the private
sector in order to achieve the $100-bil-
lion export target.

DP World Bangladesh country
director Shamim Ul Huq, Bangladesh
Freight Forwarders Association presi-
dent Kabir Ahmed and PSA
International Private Ltd vice-presi-
dent (group business development)
Lee Peng Gee, among other, also
spoke.

adnan.hossain3017@gmail.com
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INFRASTRUCTURE - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

As Bangladesh i lagging behind all of
its competitors in the Logistic Perfor-
mance Index, which measures the qual-
ity of trade and transport-related infra-
structure, a logistics policy lor effickent
port management and mone engage-
ment of the private sector in this anca
is required for future import and export
growth, experts said ot a seminar.
Speaking at the ewent titled “Ef-
ficient Port Logistic Management and
Trade Competitiveness of Bangladish”
on Monday, Dr M Masrur Reaz, chair-
man of the Palicy Exchange of Bangla-
desh, highlighted that Rangladesh was

ranked 100 overall in the logistic perlor
mance index and 102nd in logistics qual-
ity and competence, the lowest among
competitor countries,

India, Vietnam, Indonesia, the Phil-
ippines and Singapore are far ahead
while only Pakistan s behind Bangla-
dissh, he said at the event organised by
the Dhalka Chamber of Commerce (DCCT)
at jts auditorium.

He <aid there were longer clearance
times compared to South and East Asia
competitors, while 35% of products
were damaged at the ports due to the
ports® infrastructure deficlency.

“Bangladesh has one of the highest
logistic costs globally,” he added.

“Absence of a natlonal logistics strat.
egy, complex regulatory system, proper

policies and limited private sector par-
ticipation are some of the challenges for
effickent port logistic management,™ he
said, calling for the formulation of a na-
tional logistics policy.

Stressing the importance of private
sector engagement for efficient logistics
management, he sald public-private
partnership (PPP) models in ports hawe
succeedid, Increasing inviestment and
labour productivity.

Chief guest Md Mostafa Kamal, secre-
tary, Ministry of Shipping, <aid besides
the Chattogram and Mongla ports, the

“ayra port will also open soon.

Recently, Abu Dhabi port showed an
interest in working for the port sector of
Rangladesh, he said.

Regarding logistic improvement, Ka-

mal said the government had recently
invested a lot to make the ports more
functional,

Rizwan Rahman, DCQ  president,
said the Chattogram poit has been nee-
ognised as the 64th busiest port in the
world, but it was also ranked by the
World Bank as the least effickent trade
hub for handling containers in Asia,

This was down to lower drafting and
ineflicient port handling capacities, lim-
ited port yard, poor tum-around time
and lack of modemn equipment. If the
infrastructural capacity of the Chatto-
gram port was increased, the cost of do-
ing business will be reasonably lowered
resulting in efficient trade lead time and
investment surge.

Lee Peng Gee,

vice president, Group Business
Development, PSA Intermnational
Private Ltd, said the PSA is keen
to participate in the development
of the Bay Terminal project and
was doing a feasibility study.

Once the project is completed
it will enhance the connectivity of
the Chattogram port.

Shamim Ul Hug, country direc-
tor, DP World Bangladesh, Kabir
Ahmed, president, Bangladesh
Freight Forwarders Association,
Syed Ali Jowher Rizvi, managing
director, Summit Alliance Port
Ltd, and Md Zafar Alam, joint sec-
retary, Chittagong Port Authority,
among others also spoke at the
programme.
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 DcCiSeminar
Gall for nat’l policy to improve

Seminar on

port logistics system

Efficient Port Logistic Management & Trade
Competitiveness of Bangladesh
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Shipping Secrotary Md Mostafa Kamal speaks at a seminar on ‘Efficient Port Logistic Management and Trade Competitiveness of Bnngladosh !
organised by DCCI at its auditorium in the capital on Monday.

.. OPECIAL CORRESPONOENT .

SpeaKkers at a seminar empha-
sised that an efficient port logis-
tic system is the demand of time
right at this moment.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) organised
the seminar styled as “Efficient
Port Logistic Management and
Trade Competitiveness of
Bangladesh " at DCCI auditorium
in Dhaka on Monday.

Shipping Secretary Md. Mostafa
Kamal was present as the chief
guest while DCCI president Rizwan
Rahman chaired the seminar:

Mostafa Kamal said that in ad-
dition to Chattogram and Mongla
ports, the Payra port is also going

to be in use soon. "Recently, Abu
Dhabi port has shown interest to
work in Bangladesh's port sector
inany area,” he said.

“In the recent past, the govern-
ment has invested a lot to make
our ports more functional,” the
secretary said.

He stressed professionalism of
the people working in this sector
for a better output, Kamal added,
"As a regulatory authority there
can be an ICD Authority in the
country.”

DCCI President Rizwan Rah-
man said port logistics manage-
ment is an important element of in-
ternational trade competitiveness.
“With the consistent enhancement
of the capacity, the Chattogram

Reaz emphasised that

port has been recognised as the
64th world's busiest port.”

“But Chattogram port has been
ranked as Asia‘'s least efficient
trade hub for handling containers
according to the World Bank due
to lower drafting capacity, ineffi-
cient port handling capacity, limit.
ed port vard, poor turn-around
time, port shed and modern equip-
ment,” he said.

“If the infrastructural capacity
of Chattogram port is increased,
our cost of doing business will be
reasonably lower resulting in effi-
cient trade lead time and invest.
ment surge,” said Rizwan Rahman.

"Considering the growing im-
portance of port-led trade, efficient
port development including logis-

tic capacity, container handling,
storage and relevant hinterland in-
frastructure and transport connec-
tivity are essential to strengthen
operational efficiency of our sup-
ply chain system of cross-border
trade,” he added.

Dr. M Masrur Reaz, Chairman of
Policy Exchange of Bangladesh,
presented the keynote paper. He
highlighted that Bangladesh is
ranked 100 overall in the logistic
performance index, 102nd in logis-
tics quality and competence index.

"Moreover, Bangladesh has one
of the highest logistic costs global-
ly. Modern ports enhance regional
connectivity and global markets,
ICDs and industrial zones,” he said.

absence of cannotgo ahead,” he added.
Sved Ali Jowher Rizvi,

Managing

national logistics strategy, complex reg-
ulatory system, proper policies, limited
private sector participation are some of
the challenges for efficient port logistic
management. He called for formulating
a national logistics policy for the coun-
try.

Shamim Ul Huq, Country Director of
DP World Bangladesh, said Bangladesh
has done a tremendous job in ports but
still it lags behind.

To compete with the global market, he
suggested an integrated logistics plat-
form. Huq also said that coordination
among the multiple agencies is very
important.

Kabir Ahmed, President Bangladesh
Freight Forwarders Association, said the
port should not be used as a warehouse,
"We are planning to increase our exports
to $100 billion, but for that we need a pri-
vate sector bonded warchouse.”

He called for regulatory reforms and
independence for private ICD in the policy.
"But without post-logistic development we

Director of Summit Alliance Port Ltd.,
said, "To achieve the $100 billion export
target, we have to have more ofl' docks in
the private sector.”

Lee Peng Gee, Vice President of Group
Business Development, PSA International
private Ltd. said, "PSA is keen to partici-
pate in the development of the Bay
Terminal project.”

Currently, it is conducting a feasibility
study and also committed to work closely
with Bangladesh to invest and develop
this iconic project, Gee said.

After the completion of the project, it is
expected to enhance connectivity of
Chattogram port,

Md. Zafar Alam, Joint Secretary of
Chittagong  Port  Authority, said
Chattogram port is rightly increasing its
efficiency by adding equipment, yvard area
and reducing its time. "Moreover, effort
has been taken to increase the draft of
Chattagram port upto 10 meter and 200
meter length,” he added.

DCCI Senior Vice President Arman
Haque gave the concluding remarks.



Business Correspondent

An efficient port logistic
system is the demand of
time right at this moment,
said speakers at a seminar
on "Efficient Port Logistic
Management and Trade
Competitiveness of
Bangladesh" on Monday.

Organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce
and industry (DCCI) and
held at the DCCI auditori-
um, the seminar was
chaired by DCCI President
Rizwan Rahman and was
attended as the chief guest
by Shipping Secretary Md.
Mostafa Kamal.

Mostafa Kamal said that
beside Chittagong and
Mongla port Payra port is
coming up soon to boost
the overseas trade. He said
Abu Dhabi port has
showed their interest to
work in Bangladesh's port
sector.

Regarding logistic
improvement, he said that
in recent past government
has invested a lot to make
our ports more functional.
He also stressed for profes-
sional people in this sector
for better output. He said
that as a regulatory
authority there can be an
ICD Authority in the
country.

Rizwan Rahman said
port logistics management
1s an important element of
international trade com-
petitiveness. With the con-
sistent enhancement of the
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Efficient port logistics mgmt
crucial to boost overseas trade
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DCCI President Rizwan Rahman (middle), flanked by Shipping Secretary Md. Mostafa Kamal and other guests,
presiding over a seminar on "Efficient Port Logistic Management and Trade Competitiveness of Bangladesh" at
DCCI auditorium in Dhaka on Monday.

capacity, the Chattogram
port has been recognized
as the 64th world's busiest
port.

But Chattogram port has
been ranked as the Asia's
least efficient trade hub for

handling containers
according to the World
Bank due to lower drafting

capacity, inefficient port
handling capacity, limited
port yard, poor turn-
around time, port shed and
modern equipment.

If the infrastructural
capacity of Chattogram
port is increased, our cost
of doing business will be
reasonably lower resulting
into efficient trade lead
time and investment surge,
sald Rizwan.

Considering the grow-
ing importance of port led
trade, efficient port devel-
opment including logistic
capacity, container han-
dling, storage and relevant
hinterland infrastructure
and transport connectivity
are essential to strengthen
operational efficiency of
our supply chain system of
cross-border trade.

Dr. M Masrur Reaz,
Chairman, Policy
Exchange of Bangladesh
presented the keynote
paper. He highlighted that
Bangladesh is ranked 100
overall in the logistic per-
formance index, 102nd in
logistics quality and com-
petence index.

Moreover, Bangladesh

has one of the highest
logistic costs globally.
Modern ports enhance
regional connectivity and
global markets, ICDs and
industrial zones. He said
absence of national logis-
tics strategy, complex regu-
latory system, proper poli-
cies, limited private sector
participation are some of
the challenges for efficient
port logistic management.
Later he said that the
country needs a national

logistics policy.

Shamim Ul  Hugq,
Country Director, DP
World Bangladesh said

Bangladesh has done a

tremendous prospects in
ports but still it lags

behind. To compete with

the global market he sug-
gested for an integrated
logistics platform. He also
said that coordination
among the multiple agen-
cies is very important.

Kabir Ahmed, President
Bangladesh Freight
Forwarders Association;
Sved Ali Jowher Rizvi,
Managing Director,
Summit Alliance Port Ltd.;
Lee Peng Gee, Vice
President, Group Business
Development, PSA
International private
Ltd.;Md. Zafar Alam, Joint
Secretary, Chittagong Port
Authority also spoke at the
seminar while DCCI Senior
Vice President Arman
Haque gave the concluding
remarks.



A National
L.ogistics Policy
will make port
management
very efficient

UTribune Report

Experts stressed the formulation
of a National Logistics Policy for
efficient management in the port
logistics sector.

They also asked for the develop-
ment of the road, rail and river con-
nectivity infrastructure with ports,
and the modernization of the cus-
toms structure.

They put importance on the ex-
pansion of digital operations, es-
tablishment of bonded warehouses
in the private sector and above all,
implementation of an integrated
logistics platform.

The experts were speaking at
a seminar titled “Efficient Port
Logistic Management & Trade

Competitiveness of Bangladesh”
organized by the Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) on Monday in the capital.

Dr M Masrur Reaz, chairman
of the Policy Exchange of Bang-
ladesh presented the keynote at
the seminar.

In his keynote, he said that
modern port management plays
an important role in expand-
Ing communication, 1improving
efficiency and overall capacity
building in international trade.

“In order to increase the capac-
ity of the country’s ports, the for-
mulation of integrated strategies
for the development of manage-
ment, infrastructure, and expan-
sion of connectivity based on the
public-private partnership (PPP)
model is urgent,” he added.

He also said that the use of
modern equipment and infor-
mation technology, the improve-
ment of the quality of logistics

DhakaTribune
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services, the formulation of
national logistics policies, the
enhancement of coordination
among the relevant stakehold-
ers and the revision of customs
policies are also important.

In his speech as the chief
guest, Mostafa Kamal, secretary
of the Ministry of Shipping said
that the first terminal of Payra
port, established under the PPP
model, will be ready for use in
the next few months.

He also said that several for-
eign companies like DP World,
PSA International and Red Sea
Port have shown interest in
increasing the capacity of the
ports of Bangladesh.

“The cooperation of such
organizations will increase the
capacity of the country’s ports,
which will further boost our
trade and investment,” he add-
ed, saying that they already
appointed consultants for the
purpose of setting up the bay

terminal. Based on the report
received from them, the govern-
ment will proceed with its con-
struction.

He pointed out that there is a
huge shortage of skilled human re-
sources in the country for efficient
port management and urged the
government to take initiatives in
creating skilled human resources.

In the welcome remarks,
DCCI President Rizwan Rahman
said that in assessing the capaci-
ty of any country in internation-
al trade, the efficiency of port
logistics management is consid-
ered very important.

“Chittagong seaport is recog-
nized as the 64th busiest port
in the world, according to the
calculations of the World Bank.
However, due to lack of efficient
port management in terms of
container handling, shortage
of port yards, absence of port
sheds and modern equipment,
this port is far behind among

Asian seaports,” he added.

Through the development
of the overall capacity of Chit-
tagong port, it is possible to sig-
nificantly reduce the operating
costs of the trade and invest-
ment activities, the DCCI presi-
dent expressed.

He proposed the implementa-
tion of Bay-Terminal and Paten-
ga Container Terminal activities
through the master plan, capital
dredging, increasing the capaci-
ty of the jetty and further devel-
opment of road and rail connec-
tivity with the port.

Li Peng Gee, vice-president of
Group Business Development,
Syed Ali Jowher Rizvi, managing
director of Summit Alliance Port
Limited, Kabir Ahmed, presi-
dent of Bangladesh Freight For-
warders Association, and Sham-
im Ul Haque, country director of
DP World Bangladesh participat-
ed in the scheduled discussion
in the seminar.
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Port logistic
needs to be
improved:
stakeholders

Staff Correspondent

STAKEHOLDERS at a pro-
gramme on Monday stressed
the need for introducingz a
MNational Logistics Policy for
ensuring an efficient port lo-
gistic systen.

Thay mads the comment
at a seminar on ‘Efficient
Port Logistic Management
and Trade Competitiveness

of Bangladesh®' arranged by
Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merca and industry at its
auditorium.

Shipping ministry sec-
retary Md Mostafa Kamal
was present as chisf puest
and DCCI president Rizwan
Rahman chaired the pro-
STAIINE,

Mostafa Kamal informed
that Payra port was opening
soon and recently Abu Dhabi
port had showed interest in
working with Bangladesh's
port sector in any area.

He said. ‘Tha povernment
has invested a lot to make
our ports more functional.’

He urged professionals in
this sector for delivering bet-
ter output and also formed a
regulatory authority for in-
land container depots.

DCCI president Rizwan
Kahman said that port logis-
tics management was an im-
portant elament of interna-
tional trade competiivenass.

Tf the infrastruchural ca-
pacity of Chattogram port is
increased, our cost of doing
business will be reasonably
lower resulting in efficient

THE OUTSPFOKEN DAILY

trade lead time and invest-
ment surge,” he said.

Considering the growing
importance of port led trads,
efficient port development
including logistic capacity,
container handhing, storage
and relevant hinterland in-
frastructure and transport
connactivity are essential to
strengthenming  operational
efficiency of our supply
chain system of cross-border
trade,” he addead.

Palicy Exchange of Bangla-
desh chamman M Masnur Beaz
presented the kevnote paper.

He said, ‘The country
neads national logistics pol-
icy for ensuring private sec-
tor participation for efficient
port logistic management.’

Bangladesh Freight For-
warders Association presi-
dent Kabir Abhmed, DF Waorld
Bangladesh country director
Shanmuim Ul Hug, Suwmmit
Alliance Port Lid managing
director Sved Ali J[owher Riz-
vi, P5A International private
Ltd vice-president Lee Feng
Gee, Chittagpong Port Author-
ity joint secretary Md Zafar
Alam, among othars, attend-
ad the prosrammne.
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National Logistics Policy needed for
efficient port logistics management

Experts say at DCCI seminar

Business Correspondent

An efficient port logistic management
system is the demand of time right at
this moment, said the speakers at a
seminar stressing the need for framing
a ‘National Logistic Policy™ for ensuring
this.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
industry (DCCI) organised the seminar
titled “Efficient Port Logistic
Management and Trade Competi-
tiveness of Bangladesh™on Monday at
DCCT auditorium,

Md. Mostafa Kamal, Secretary,
Ministry of Shipping, government of
the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
was present as the chief guest.

The seminar was chaired by Rizwan
Rahman, President, Dhaka Chamber.

Mostafa Kamal, Secretary, Ministry
of Shipping said that beside Chittagong
and Mongla port Payra port is coming
$00N,

Recently Abu Dhabi port has showed
their interest to work in Bangladesh's
port sector in any arca, Regarding
logistic improvement, he said that in
recent past govermnment has invested a

lot to make our ports more functional,

He also stressed for professional
people in this sector for better output,

He also said that as a regulatory
authority there can be an ICD Authority
in the country,

DOCI President Rizwan Rahman said
port logistics management is an impor-
tant element of international trade
competitiveness. With the consistent
enhancement of the capacity, the
Chattogram port has been recognized
as the 64th world's busiest port.

"But Chattogram port has been
ranked as the Asia's least efficient trade
hub for handling containers according

I

1o the World Bank due to lower drafting
capacity, incfficient port handling
capacity, limited port yard, poor tum-
around time, port shed and modemn
equipment”, Rizwan added.

Dr. M Masrur Reaz, Chairman,
Policy Exchange of Bangladesh
presented the keynote paper. He high-
lighted that Bangladesh is ranked 100
overall in the logistic performance
index, 102nd in logistics quality and
competence index, Morcover, Bangla-
desh has one of the highest logistic costs
globally, Modern ports enhance regional
connectivity and global markets, ICDs
and industrial zones.



Speakers for 'National Logistics Policy’ for efficient port
logistics management system

DHAKA, Sept 19, 2022 (BSS) - Speakers at a seminar today urged for formulating
'National Logistics Policy' for an efficient port logistics management system.

They made the observation at the seminar on "Efficient Port Logistic Management
and Trade Competitiveness of Bangladesh" organised by Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) at its auditorium in the city, said a press release.

Shipping Secretary Md Mostafa Kamal atiended the seminar as the chief guest
while DCCI President Rizwan Rahman presided over it.

In his speech, Mostafa Kamal said that beside Chattogram and Mongla ports,
Payra port is coming soon.

"Recently Abu Dhabi port has shown their interest to work in Bangladesh's port
sector in any area,” he added.

He also stressed for professional people in this sector for better output.

Rizwan Rahman said port logistics management is an important element of
international trade competitiveness.

"With the consistent enhancement of the capacity, the Chattogram port has been
recognized as the 64th world's busiest port. But Chattogram port has been ranked
as Asia's least efficient trade hub for handling containers according to the World
Bank due to lower drafting capacity, inefficient port handling capacity, limited port
yard, poor turn-around time, port shed and modern equipment,” he added.

He said if the infrastructural capacity of Chattogram port is increased,
Bangladesh's cost of doing business will be reasonably lower resulting into
efficient trade lead time and investment surge.

Considering the growing importance of port led trade, he said, efficient port
development including logistic capacity, container handling, storage and relevant
hinterland infrastructure and transport connectivity are essential to strengthen
operational efficiency of our supply chain system of cross-border trade.

Policy Exchange of Bangladesh Chairman Dr M Masrur Reaz presented the
keynote paper.
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