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State Minister for Disaster Management and Relief Dr Md Enamur Rahman speaking at a symposium on
'Private sector participation and leadership in disaster risk management' at a city hotel on Tuesday. Country
Director of ActionAid Farah Kabir, President of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry Rizwan Rahman
and Ambassador of the Philippines Alan L Deniega were also present. The event was organised by SUPER
Project Consortium.

Develop disaster risk management
skills for sustainable development

Speakers tell symposium

FE REPORT

Speakers at a programme on
Tuesday urged the government to
improve capacity and skills in disaster
risk management (DRM) for a sustain-
able economic development.

They also suggested providing
incentives and tax benefits to the busi-
nesses stepping forward to contribute
to the government initiatives regarding
DRM.

The views came at a national sym-
posium  on  "Private  Sector
Participation and Leadership in
Disaster Risk Management" and the
launching of the first ever "Private
Sector Emergency Operation Centre
(PEOC)".

The event was organised under the
SUPER project initiated jointly by
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI), ActionAid
Bangladesh (AAB), United Purpose,
and World Vision.

State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief Dr Md
Enamur Rahman addressed the pro-
gramme as the chief guest while

Philippines Ambassador to Bangladesh
Alan L Deniega and European Civil
Protection and Humanitarian Aid
Operations (ECHQO) Head of Office in
Dhaka Anna Orlandini spoke as the
guests of honour.

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman
gave a welcome speech at the day-long
event while AAB Country Director
Farah Kabir made the closing
remarks.

The state minister, in his speech,
said though Bangladesh is a success
model in disaster management, the
country still needs to improve disaster
risk management skills for sustainable
economic development.

He said usually it is the duty of the
government to carry out proper disas-
ter management to reduce risk; there-
fore, the private sector's engagement is
very important,

He said South Asia's first-ever
PEOC has been established on the
DCCI premises and it will enhance the
skills of the private sector in this area.

Mr Enamur also noted that the min-
istry has initiated a state-of-the-art

National Emergency Operation Centre
(NEOC) which will help create data-
bases and provide required assistance.

In his welcome speech, DCCI
President Rizwan Rahman said natu-
ral disasters can have a significant
impact not only on mass people and
the environment but also on the pri-
vate sector.

Any disaster hampers supply chain,
production and overall marketing of
all businesses, he said, adding that dis-
aster risk has far-reaching conse-
quences from natural events like earth-
quake, fire and chemical explosion
that heavily strike on sustainability of
enterprises.

He also said Bangladesh has adopt-
ed several policies to reduce disaster
risks in the recent past and now initia-
tives are needed to prioritise disaster
management across the private sector.

Referring to the establishment of
the first-ever PEOC on the Dhaka
Chamber premises, he called for
focusing on proven and institutional

financing techniques to
mitigate disaster risks
and its consequences on
businesses.

He said the govern-
ment can ensure debt
instruments -- bond,
grant and transfers, PPP-
based financing, securiti-
sation, blended financing
and low-cost bank bor-
rowing under a refinanc-
ing scheme to transfer
massive risks of affected
businesses.

Mr Rahman also said,
"The private-sector
engagement in disaster
risk management can
play a critical role
towards achieving our
long cherished economic
vision."

In this regard, the
authorities  concerned
can give incentives or tax
benefits to the businesses
that invest on their own
on emergency response
initiatives, he added.

Philippines Ambassador
Alan L Deniega said his
country allocates about 5.0
per cent of its total budget
for disaster risk manage-
ment due to the country's
vulnerability to natural
disasters.

He said that his coun-
try established the first
private sector emergency
operation centre in the
world in 2018.

He also said that for
capacity improvement in
disaster risk manage-
ment, both the public and

private sector should
come forward to work
together.

ActionAid Bangladesh
Country Director Farah
Kabir said the private sec-
tor has to play the domi-
nant role in disaster risk
management for the sake
of development and sus-
tainability.

She also said there
should be an integrated
risk analysis system under
the supervision of public-
private partnership.

Following the inaugu-
ral session, three parallel

sessions titled 'Risk
financing strategy',
'Artificial intelligence

based solution for haz-
ard anticipation' and
'Role of private sector
working group and pri-
vate sector emergency
response team to make
PEOC functional' were
held.
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Private sector
should engage
in disaster risk

management

Speakers tell event organised by
DCCI, ActionAid Bangladesh,
United Purpose, World Vision

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Disasters can be detrimental to supply chains,
production and overall business marketing, for
which it is imperative to engage the private sector
in risk management to mitigate the losses, said
speakers at an event yesterday.

The event was jointly organised by the SUPER
project initiated jointly by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (DCCI), ActionAid
Bangladesh, United Purpose and World Vision at
the Pan Pacific Sonargaon Dhaka, according to a
press release.

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman said disasters
like earthquakes, fires and chemical explosions have
far-reaching consequences, taking a heavy toll on
the sustainability of enterprises.

He said Bangladesh in the recent past took up
several policies to reduce disaster risks and the
country needs to prioritise disaster management
across the private sector.

In order to ensure sustainable economic
development, attract investment and face the risks
of hazards, disaster risk management skills need to
be improved, said Enamur Rahman, state minister
for disaster management and relief.

He said it was not only the public sector’s job; the
private sector’s engagement was very important.
Ambassador of the Philippines to Bangladesh Alan
[. Deniega said both the public and private sectors
should come forward to work together for capacity
improvements in disaster risk management.

The private sector has to play the dominant
role in disaster risk management for its own
development and sustainability, said I'arah Kabir,
country director of ActionAid Bangladesh.

She said there should be an integrated risk
analysis system under the supervision of a public
private partnership.
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Private sector participation in
disaster management sought

Staff Correspondent

SPEAKERS at a symposium
on Tuesday underlined the
need for more collaboration
and sharing of experiences
for managing disaster risks
more effectively.

Addressing the inaugura-
tion of the symposium at a
city hotel, they said that Bang-
ladesh being a disaster-prone
country must identify its risks
and address those in partici-
pation of the private sector
and give importance on post-
disaster management.

The National Sympo-
sium on Private Sector Par-
ticipation and Leadership in
Disaster Risk Management
was organised by Strength-
ening Urban Public-Private
Programming for Earth-
quake Resilience (SUPER)
Project supported by Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, non-government
organisations ActionAid
Bangladesh, United Purpose
Bangladesh and World Vi-
sion Bangladesh.

Speaking as the guest of
honour, Philippine ambas-

sador Alan L Deniega said
that the disaster risk man-
agement was an area where
Bangladesh and Philippines
could work together and
they could sham experienc-
es in the field for a fruitful
collaboration in the field.

He underscored the need
for engaging people in the
disaster management to
maximise existing mecha-
nism.

ActionAid  Bangladesh
country director Farah Ka-
bir said that participation of
the private sector with the

government agencies was
reqmred to 1denuﬁ disas-
ter risks and address those
more effectively.

She said that the post-dis-
aster management and un-
derstanding risk factors were
also important for building a
‘stronger Bangladesh'.

ECHO-Dhaka head of of-
fice Anna Orlandini also
spoke at the inaugural ses-
sion of the symposium.

SUPER Project 1s funded
by European Civil Protec-
tion and Humanitarian Aid
Operations.



Policy
support must
for creating
private
sector
emergency
operation
centre

DISASTERS - BANGLADESH

TEBS REPORT

A disaster hampers the supply
chain, production and over-
all marketing of all businesses,
alongside having a severe impact
on the people and environment,
gaid business leaders and policy-
makers, calling for engaging the
private sector in disaster risk man-
agement to mitigate the loss and
hazards.

“The government needs to
encourage the private sector with
policy support so that every busi-
ness organisation comes forward
to create a private-sector emer-
gency operation centre (PEOC),™
Rizwan Kahman, president of the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
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and Industry (DCCI), said at a
sympasium on Tuesday.

Under the SUPER project, the
DECI, ActiomAid Baneladesh,
United Purpose and World
Vision jointly organised the
symposium on private sector
participation and leadership in
disaster risk management and
the launching of the PEGC held
on Tuesday at a city hotel.

The Strengthening Urban
Pablic-Private Programming for
Earthquake Resilience (SUPER)
project is funded by European
Union Civil Protection and Hu-
manitarian Aid.

“To build a green factory,
the government should provide
policy support. If it remains in
every office, in case of an ac-
cident, everyone can easily be
connected. Many volunteers

from the fire department, police
department, various ministries
and the business community
can be found easily,” added the
DCCI president,

He said Bangladesh is not
immune to the consequences of
natural disasters being a disas-
ter-prone economy. Disaster risk
has far-reaching consequences
from disasters like earthquakes,
fires and chemical explosions
that heavily strike the sustain-
ability of enterprises.

Citing different reports and
studies, the business leader said
the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) had reporied that the earth-
guake risk in the country is severe.,

The Department of Fire Ser-
vicee and Civil Defence of Pang-
ladesh revealed that during the
last decade ISEEPAGEG COLG

till 2018 fire incidents caused a
loss of $738 million worth of assets
and the Japan International Coop-
eration Agency (Jica) in a study re-
ported that natural disasters cost
Bangladesh $15b in last 27 years,
he added.

“Bangladesh needs to priori-
tise disaster management across
the private sector accordingly our
disaster risk reduction (DRR) eco-
system necessitates collaboration
to provide holistic disaster protec-
tion and recovery financing solu-
tions, especially in industries,”
said Rizwan Rahman.

State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief Enamur
Rahman said, “For our sustain-
able economic development, at-
tracting investment and facing
the risks of hazards, we need
to improve our skills of disaster
risks management. Moreover, it is
not only the job of the public sec-
tor rather private sector’s engage-
ment is very important.”

He said the ministry has initi-
ated a state-of-the-art national
emergency operation centre that
will help create a database and
provide the required assistance.
He also emphasised engaging the
young generation in research and
innovation as well as using artifi-
cial intelligence to mitigate disas-
ter risks.
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Private sector
emergency

operation centre
launched at DCCI

Staff Correspondent

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI) has launched the coun-
try’s first private sector emergency op-
eration centre (PEOC) to fight against
urban disasters.

State Minister for Disaster Manage-
ment and Relief Dr Md Enamur Rahman
launched the centre in a city hotel on
Tuesday. The centre will operate under the
project title “Strengthening Urban Pub-
lic-Private Programming for Earthquake
Resilience Project (SUPER Project)”.

SUPER is a consortium project im-
plemented by DCCI, ActionAid, World
Vision, and United Purpose Bangladesh
and funded by European Civil Protection
and Humanitarian Aid Operation (ECHO).
DCCI is also establishing a private sector
emergency response team (PERT) to sup-
port the operation of the PEOC.
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SUPER Project started in 2020 and
was supposed to end on May 31, 2022.

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman said,
“The project has been already extended
for one year till June, 2023. Moreover, the
activities of PEOC will continue even af-
ter the project ends.”

“The emergency response activities
are technology-based. We will use arti-
ficial intelligence to identify the source
of hazard or disaster. Volunteers of the
response team will immediately reach
the spot without waiting for any other
agencies. Civil defense and other law
enforcement agencies are included in
the initiative and policies will be harmo-
nized soon,” he added.

“This is the first time an initiative like
this has been developed in South Asia.
The centre and emergency response team
will work in Dhaka City Corporations are-
as and mainly focus on fire incidents and
earthquakes,” said the DCCI president.
State Minister Md Enamur Rahman said,
“Bangladesh is fighting against various
kinds of disasters like floods, lightning,
cyclone, salinity, and others.”

“Government will provide all the sup-
port to these initiatives. The PEOC will
represent the private sector involvement
in disaster management in the global
arena,” he added.
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Sustainable Growth

Improved skills needed for
disaster risks management
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Experts emphasised improving disaster risk
management skills to mitigate losses and
damages from accidents and ensure sustain-
able economic growth.

While addressing the launching ceremo-
ny of Bangladesh's first ever Private Sector
Emergency Operation Center (PEOC) in
Dhaka on Tuesday, they also stressed the
need for coordination among mdustries at
policy level.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try (DCCI) launched the centre, the first of its
kind in South Asia, to prevent losses and
damages during accidents in factories.

create database and provide required assis-
tance. Robotics Club of Brac University
demonstrated an artificial intelligence-
based rover titled “BracU Duburi” that can
support in rescue under water during natu-
ral calamities.

Ambassador of Philippines Alan L
Deniega and ECHO Bangladesh Head Anna
Orlandini also attended the event. DCCI
President Rizwan Rahman made a presenta-
tion on the PEOC,

ActionAid Bangladesh Country Director
Farah Kabir and World Vision Bangladesh
Senior Director Chandan Zacharias Gomes
were also present on the oceasion.

In his speech, DCCI President said that
fisasters like earthquake, fire or chemical
explosions can have far-reaching conse-
quences on sustainability of the enterprises.

He called for proven and institutional
financing techniques to mitigate disaster
risks and its conseguences on businesses.

“The government can ensure debt instru-

State Minister for Disaster Management
and Relief Dr. Enamur Rahman was the chief
guest at the launching ceremony of the
PEOC.

He emphasised improving skills of disas-
ter risks management for sustainable eco-
nomic development, attracting investment
and handling disaster risks skillfully

“The recovery centre at Dhaka chamber
will help us formulate an informed policy
and make timely decisions driven by the
data,” he said.

The state minister also informed that the
ministry initiated a state of the art national
emergency operation centre that will help

ments- bond, grant and transfers, PPP-based
financing, securitisation, blended financing
and low-cost bank borrowing under a refi-
nancing scheme to transfer massive risks of
affected businesses,” he said.

Ambassador of the Philippines in Dhaka
Alan L Deniega said his countrv allocates
five percent of their total budget in disaster
risks management.

“Philippines established the first ever pri-
vate sector emergency operation centre in
the world in 2018. As a vietim of natural
calamities like cyclone, typhoon, the
Philippines and Bangladesh have similar
experiences. We can share knowledge on
improving the system,” he said.

The envoy said both public and private
sectors should come forward and work
together for the improvement of capacity in
disaster risks management.

ECHO Bangladesh Head Anna Orlandini
said that the linkage between national disas-
ter management system and private sector
are very crucial for securing a sustainable
future.
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Speakers in symposium on
natural disasters risk man-
agement said disaster
severely impact mass peo-
ple and environment and
impede the private sector

by disrupting supply chain,
production and overall
marketing.

It is therefore imperative
to engage private sector in
disaster risks management
to face and mitigate the
loss and hazards and create
public preparedness to face
disaster and its devastation
at all level.

They said private sector
participation and leader-
ship in disaster risk man-
agement is important while
launching the private sec-
tor emergency operation
center (PEOC) held at Pan
Pacific Sonargaon Hotel

Dhaka on Tuesday.

IITII

The event was jointly
organized by SUPER proj-
ect initiated jointly by
Dhaka  Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry
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Disaster management skill important for sustainable dev

Humanitarian Aid.

DCCI President Rizwan
Rahman said disaster risk
has far-reaching conse-
quences from disaster like
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disaster risks such as it
needs to prioritize disaster
management policies and
action. The first ever pri-
vate sector emergency

Dr. Md. Enamur Rahman, State Minister for Disaster Management speaking at the while
launching of the private sector emergency operation center (PEOC) at Pan Pacific
Sonargaon Hotel Dhaka on Tuesday.

(DCCI), ActionAid
Bangladesh, United
Purpose and World Vision.
SUPER project is funded by
European Union Civil
Protection and

earthquake, fire and chem-
ical explosion heavily strike
on sustainability of enter-
prise.

Bangladesh has taken
several policies to reduce

operation centre has
already been established at
DCCL

He also urged for proven
and institutional financing
techniques to mitigate dis-

aster risks and its conse-
quences on businesses. He
said the government can
ensure debt instruments-
bond, grant and transfers.

It can also line up PPP
based financing, securiti-
zation, blended financing
and low cost bank borrow-
ing under a refinancing
scheme to transfer massive
risks of affected businesses.
Later he said that private
sector engagement in dis-
aster risk management can
play critical roles towards
achieving our long cher-
ished economic vision.

Dr. Md. Enamur
Rahman, State Minister for
Disaster Management and
Relief said for achieving
sustainable economic
development, attracting
investment and to face the
risks of hazards we need to
improve our skills of disas-
ter risks management.
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