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Tax exemption for raw matenal import,
central bonded warehouse facility, and pol-
icy modernisation can help sustain growth
of the plastic industry in the post-L.LDC era,
speakers said at a programme Saturday.

They said the country needs to replicate
the RMG (readymade garment) success
model in export-oriented manufacturing
sectors, mcluding the plastic sector.

They mentioned product diversification,
improved design, plastic waste manage-
ment ecosystem, establishing accredited
world class testing lab, foreign direct invest-
ment (FDI)-friendly policies etc. are prereq-
uisite for further expansion of the export
market for plastic.

The observations came at a webinar
titled "Sustainable export growth in post-
LDC world: strategies for the plastic sector”
organised by Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI),

Principal Secretary to the Pame Minister
Dr Abmad Kaikaus addressed the event as
the chief guest and Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FBCCI) President Md Jashim
Uddin as the special guest while National
Board of Revenue (NBR) Member
(Customs) Dr Md Shahidul Idam, former
professor of Chemical Engineering at
BUET Dr ljazx Hossain, and PRAN RFL
Group CEO Ahbhsan Khan Chowdhury
spoke, among others.

Bangladesh Plastic Goods
Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BPGMEA) President Shamim Ahmed pre-
sented the keynote paper at the event
chaired by DCCI President Rizwan
Rahman.

In order to identify the challenges of the
plastic sector to be faced in the post-L.DC
era, Dr Kaikaus suggested forming a
national taskforce consisting of the public
and private sector.

The existing relation between the public
and private sector is stronger than ever that
leads Bangladesh to a new height, he said
adding: "The government is very commit-
ted to reform any policy to case trade and
investment.”

Urging for better plastic waste manage-
ment solutions across the country, he sug-
gested setting up own certification agency
based on the public-private partnership
(PPP) model.

He also emphasised recycling entire used
plastics to minimise pollution as there are
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Follow ‘RMG success model in plastic sector’

Experts suggest signing FTAs, RTAs with potential
countries to increase export of plastic products

still no alternatives to the product.

Besides, he said that the freight charge and
logistic cost for export of the plastic sector i3
quite high and needs further adjustment.

FBCCI President Md Jashim Uddin said,
"We need a world class accredited testing
lab, proper policy support with intellectual
property nights (IPR) and mnovation in
design and development.®

Urging the government to declare the
plastic sector as a green industry, he said in
order to facilitate 100 per cent recycling, an
extensive waste collection mechanism
under the gusdance of city corporations and

Demanding an equal corporate tax rate
for all exporters, he said the corporate tax
rate for the RMG sector is 12 per cent while
the plastic industry pays 30 per cent,

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

(Top, from left) Prime Minister's Principal Secretary Dr Ahmad Kaikaus, DCCI| President Rizwan Rahman and FBCCI

President Md Jashim Uddin and other distinguished persons take part in a webinar on "Sustainable export growth in post-
LDC world: strategies for the plastic sector’ organised by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) on Saturday

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman in his
opening remarks said that the plastic sector
witnessed a rapid commercialisation and
became an important export item of
Bangladesh,

Export of plastic goods contributes about
0.33 per cent to the GDP (gross domestic
product), he said adding around 5,110 com-
panics are operational in the plastic sector
and 98 per cent of them are under the SME
Broup.

Since many preferences will not exist in
the post-LIDC era, Mr Rahman suggested
signing free trade agreements (FTAs) and
regional trade agreements (RTAs) with
potential countrics to increase exports,

Besides, a favourable tanff regime is
needed to support raw matenal import in
the post-L.LDC time while a specific incen-

grabbing the export market.
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tive plan is needed to promote bio-plastic,
he added.

In the presentation, BPGMEA President
Shamim Ahmed said fetched
around USS 1.0 billion from exporting plas-
tic products while the size of the domestic
market now stood at around § 3,0 billion,

The plastic industry is the 8th largest
cxport carning sector in Bangladesh main-
taining a 4.5 per cent yearly growth,

In the post-LDC penod, the sector will
lose competitiveness, duty free market
access, subsidy or incentives and will have
to follow stringent compliances.

In this regard, import-cxport policies
should be reformed highlighting the needs
of LDC graduation, he said.

the sector can be boosted significant.

Meanwhile, NBR Member Dr Md
Shahidul [dam emphassed recycling
plastic products to reduce environmen-
tal poliution and cost of production.
Mentioning that over 80 per cent of
the demand for plastic is met with
loca.lly made products, he said compa-
nies should work more on value addi-
tion, product dm:mﬂcnbun. quality
assurance, and innovative designs for

Refernng to the country’s enhanced
capacity of recycling plastic products,
PRAN-RFL Group CEO Ahsan
Khan Chowdhury said meeting
domestic demand, Bangladesh now
exports plastic items to USA,
Australia, Germany, and some other
European countries,

Stressing capacity building of the
plastic industry, he said exports from

ly by increased competitiveness
through adapting cost effective pro-
duction and reducing international
freight charges.

Besides, Mr Chowdhury requested
the authonties concerned to slash duty
on import of raw matenals of plastic
and provide bonded warehouse facility
for the sector aiming to increase export.

ahb_mq2009ayahoo.com
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Tasklorce needed to realise
plastic industry’s potential

Principal secretary to PM tells DCCI webinar

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The government could form a taskforce
to identify the promising plastic sector’s
challenges and explore its potentials
conforming to environmental standards,
suggested Ahmad Kaikaus, principal
secretary to the prime minister,
yesterday.

“I want to have a taskforce in the
plastic sector involving the government
officials, private sector people and
business chambers like the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) for realising the
potential,” he said.

Kaikaus also suggested setting up
an accreditation body of international
standard to test and provide certification
to locally produced plastic goods.

Currently local manufacturers have
to spend handsome amounts of money
to avail such conformation assessments
from laboratories abroad, including
Singapore, to export plastic goods, he
pointed out.

[f necessary, such testing grounds
can be formed under public-private

partnership models, he said.

This is to augment the country’s
export earnings from plastic goods by
tenfold the current amount and grab a
bigger share of the $721 billion-worth
global market, Kaikaus also said.

He was addressing a virtual
discussion on “Sustainable Export
Growth in Post LDC World: Strategies
for the Plastic Sector” organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI).

Regarding the government’s
preparations to face the challenges
past the least developed country (LDC)
status shift, he said strategies were being
chalked out by some high-powered
committees formed under the prime
minister’s office.

Kaikaus said the papers were ready
and the government was also trying
to sign free trade agreements (F'TAs)
with some major trading partners
for the continuation of the country’s
preferential trade regime past the status
ograduation.

“We are getting prepared. You do not
need to be worried,” he said.

IFBCCI President Md Jashim Uddin
said local manufacturers used to enjoy
zero-duty benefit on plastic goods
export to the US before the GSP was
suspended for Bangladesh in 2013.

While the government has been
providing a 10 per cent incentive on
plastic goods export in the absence of
the facility, a 27 per cent import duty
has to be paid on raw materials, he said.

So, out of a total of 5,000 plastic
factories, most of the small and medium
ones are running with difficulty, he said.

The government should allow
platforms representing plastic goods
manufacturers and exporters to issue
Utilisation Declaration (UD) certificates
just as it is in the garment sector, Jashim
also said.

Export of plastic and plastic goods
currently amount to nearly $130 million
but if all forms of plastic are taken into
account, including those in the form of
accessories of other exportable goods,
the shipments are worth over $1 billion,
said the FBCCI president.

Ahsan Khan Chowdhury, chairman
and managing director of Pran-RFL

Group, said recycling of plastic goods
was a major challenge as only 20 per
cent of the local plastic waste can be
recycled. He said if doing business in
Bangladesh could be made easier, the
absence of the GSP benefit would not
turn out to be a major challenge in the
post-LDC status graduation period.

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman
said of the 5,000 plastic producing
companies, some 93 per cent were small
and medium enterprises.

The plastic sector’s contribution to
the GDP is 0.33 per cent and currently it
employs some 1.5 million people, he said.

In a keynote presentation, Shamim
Ahmed, president of the Bangladesh Plastic
Goods Manufacturers and Exporters
Association, said some 3,000 factories
were in Dhaka, 1,000 in Narayanganj and
the rest across the country.

The absence of testing and
certification laboratories of global
standard, a central bonded warehouse,
waste management and skilled
manpower alongside a lack of access
to finance are major challenges for the
sector, he said.
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The plastic industry has the potential
to become a major export eamer af-
ter the readymade garment industry,
businesspeople said at a webinar Sat-
urday, adding that if the sector gets
proper policy support, it can export
products worth billions of dollars.

Addressing the online seminar
as chief guest, Principal Secretary
to the Prime Minister Ahmad Kai-
kaus suggested forming a national
task force with participation from
public and private sectors for the
development of the plastics sector,
identifying various prospects and
challenges in the sector.

For sustainable development of
the plastic sector after the post-LDC
era, speakers at the webinar urged
for easing duty structure on import
of plastic raw materials, modernisa-
tion of respective policies, encour-
aging uses of bio-plastic, increasing
negotiation skills, and signing FTAs
or PTAs with potential countries.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3
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If given policy support, plastic sector
can achieve RMG-like feat

They also recommended product
diversification, innovative designs,
world-class testing lab facilities, de-
velopment of a plastic waste man-
agement system, a central bonded
warchouse facility, tax incentives,
coordination among government
agencies, easy access to finance
and investment in research and de-
velopment.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) President Ri-
zwan Rahman chaired the webinar,
“Sustainable Export Growth in Post-
L.DC World: Strategies for the Plastic
Sector”, organised by the DCCI.

FBCCI President Md Jashim Uddin
attended the event as a special guest.

Ahmad Kaikaus said, “We
should have our certification agen-
cy and for establishing it, the PPP
model can be the best option. At
present, we are spending a lot of
money for certification.”

In today’'s world, we cannot
avoid using plastics, rather we
should go for 100% recycling to
minimise pollution, he added.

Echoing other speakers, he also

Product
export

diversification is
as well as changing raw materials

Around 5,110
operational companies,
98% of which are SMEs

Over $1 billion total
export in FY21, including
direct and deemed

$3 billion domestic
plastic market with
4.5% annual growth

To face post-LDC
challenges, FTA-RTAs
signing with potential
countries recommended

Forming a national task
force for the plastic
sector urged

said freight charge and logistic cost
for export of the plastics goods are
high and need to be decreased.
FBCCI President Md Jashim Ud-
din said the plastic sector is a bil-

essential

lion-dollar export earning sector,
but it is treated as a million-dollar
industry because a large part is ex-
ported as deemed export, which has
the potential to do better.

He called upon authorities con-
cerned to declare the plastic sector
as a green industry, arguing that it
does not pollute the environment as
it reuses the wastes.

To facilitate 100% recycling of
used plastic goods, he suggested an
extensive waste collection mecha-
nism/system under the guidance of
city corporations.

The FBCCI president also de-
manded an equal corporate tax rate
for all exporters, at present which is
30% for the plastic industry.

"We need to expand backward
linkage and sub-contracting in-
dustry in this sector so that small
producers can provide thousands
of components to the large indus-
tries,” he added.

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman
in his opening remarks said that the
plastic sector witnessed rapid com-
mercialisation | SEE PAGE 4 COL2

diversification and quality assurance of
products and establishing innovative

item for Bangladesh. The export of
plastic goods contributes 0.33% to
the GDP. Around 5,10 companies are
operational in the sector and 98% of
them are SMEs.

To ensure sustainable industrial
growth, a draft Plastic Policy was
prepared by the government. Since many
preferences will not exist in the post-LDC
era, FTA and RTAs can be signed with
the potential countries. On the other
hand, an enabling tariff regime is needed
to support raw material import in the
post-LDC time, he added.

“Moreover, a specific incentive plan is
needed in the new policy to promote bio-
plastic. Ensuring a sustainable export
market requires competitiveness by
improving efficiency in production and
market access,” Rizwan added.

He said, “We need to replicate the
RMG success model to other export-
led manufacturing sectors as well.

to recycled plastic waste as a viable
alternative.”

Bangladesh Plastic Goods
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association President Shamim Ahmed
presented the keynote at the webinar.

He said in FY2020-21, the total export
by the plastic sector, including direct
and deemed, was more than $1 billion,
while the domestic market size of this
sector is worth $3 billion with a 4.5%
annual growth.

Access to finance, a central bonded
warehouse, a skilled workforce, a
credible testing facility, diversity, and
plastic waste management are some of
the major challenges for this sector, he
added.

National Board of  Revenue
Member (Customs) Md Shahidul Islam
emphasised re-using single-use plastic
items to reduce pollution and cost.

He also stressed more value addition,

design houses.

PRAN RFL Group Chief Executive
Officer Ahsan Khan Chowdhury said,
“At present, our recycling capacity is
growing at a faster pace. Our plastic
products are being exported to Germany,
Australia and USA but we should work
on reducing freight charges or shipping
costs to be more competitive.”

He also requested to slash duty on
the import of plastic raw materials to
help increase export and take necessary
measures to safeguard the domestic
plastic market as well.

[jaz Hossain, a former professor in the
chemical engineering department of the
Bangladesh University of Engineering
Technology, said plastic waste
management, recycling and re-use are
crucial for this sector.

“We should have a standardisation
and certification lab as well as a skilled
workforce to increase plastic export.”
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Plastic sector needs
policy support to
grow: businesses

Staif Correspondent

PLASTIC sector should get
adequate policy support so
that the sector can thrive
after LDC-graduation with-
out causing environmental
damage, said businesses at
a webinar on Saturday.

Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry organ-
ised the webinar on ‘Sus-
tainable export growth in
post-LDC world: strategies
for the plastic sector’.

Principal secretary to
the prime minister Ahmad
Kaikaus, the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industries
president Md Jashim Ud-
din and DCCI president
Rizwan Rahman, among
others, spoke in the event.

Rizwan said that the
plastic sector witnessed a
rapid commercialisation
and became an important
export item of Bangladesh.

Export of plastic goods
contributes 0.33 per cent
to the GDF. he said, adding
that around 5,110 compa-
nies are operational in the
plastic sector and 98 per
cent of them are Small and
medium-sized enterprises.

He said, “We need to
replicate the RMG success
model to other export-led
manufacturing sectors as
well.’

Product diversification
is essential along with re-
cycling plastic waste into
raw materials, he added.

Ahmad Kaikaus suggest-
ed forming a national task-
force combining public
and private stakeholders to
identify various prospects
and challenges of the plas-
tic sector.

He said, ‘We should
have our own certification
agency with the collabora-
tions of public and private

partnership to minimise
the expenses of certifica-
tion.’

He said the freight

charge and logistic cost for
export of the plastic sector
was really high and needed
to be reduced.

Md Jashim Uddin said
that there had been many
challenges but the entre-
preneurs of the plastic sec-
tor had been very resilient
to overcome them.

He said. "We need a
world class accredited
testing lab, proper policy
support with intellectual
property rights policy and
innovation in design and
development.’

He also called upon the
government to declare the
plastic sector as a green in-
dustry.

In order to facilitate 100
per cent recycling. he sug-
gested an extensive collec-
tion mechanism or system
under the guidance of the
city corporations.

The president also sug-
gested expanding back-
ward linkage and subcon-
tracting industry in this

sector so that small pro-
ducers can grow and be
able to provide thousands
of components to the large
industries.

Bangladesh Plastic
Goods Manufacturers
and Exporters Associa-
tion president Shamim

Ahmed informed that total
export of plastic sector in-
cluding direct and deemed
was more than $ 1 billion
in the fiscal vear 2020-21
while the domestic market
size of this sector is of § 3
billion.

The sector itself creates
1.5 million employments
and is also the 8th largest
export earning sector in-
cluding direct and deemed
export in Bangladesh
which has been expanding
4.5 per cent per annum.

He thus recommended
reforming import-export
policies highlighting the
needs of LDC graduation.

He also requested to
withdraw 5 per cent sup-
plementary duty on the
plastic sector.

PRAN RFL group chief
executive officer Ahsan
Khan Chowdhury said that
at present their recycling
capacity is growing at a
faster pace.

He requested to slash
duty on import of plastic
raw materials to help in-
crease export and to take
necessary measures to
safeguard the domestic
plastic market as well.
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bonded warehouse

v STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Business leaders and policy makers
both emphasised the need to ease duty
structure of plastic raw materials im-
port, modernise related policies, en-
courage use of bio-plastic and sign
FTA or PTA with potential countries.

They also called for increasing ne-
gotiation skills, protecting domestic
market, product diversification and
development of plastic waste manage-
ment system.

The remarks came at a webinar on
“Sustainable export growth in post-
LDC world: strategies for the plastic
sector” organised by Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) in
Dhaka on Saturday

The speakers discussed technolog-
ical advancement, enhancing accredit-
ed world class testing lab facilities, in-
novative product designing and ensur-

ing business friendly environment to
attract foreign direct investment
(FDI).

Central bonded warehouse facility,
tax incentives, coordination among
government agencies, easy access tofi-

the event as special guest withDCCI
President Rizwan Rahman in the
chair.

Shamim Ahmed, President of
Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufac-
turers and Exporters Association

PM’s principal secretary is for forming
a national taskforce to identify

prospects and challenges in

the country’s plastic sector

nance and investment on research and
development are the other priority ar-
eas for plastic sector, they said.
Principal Secretary to Prime Min-
Ister Dr Ahmad Kaikaus joined the
webinar as the chief guest and FECCI
President Md. Jashim Uddin joined

He said an enabling tariff regime is need-
ed to support raw material import during
the post-LDC time.

DCCI chief said, “We need to replicate
the RMG success model to other export-
led manufacturing sectors as well.
Product diversification is essential while
changing raw materials to recycled plastic
waste as viable alternative.”

FBCCI president said that despite the
fact there are many challenges, the entre-
preneurs of this sector are “very resilient
to overcome these.”

“We need world class accredited test-

ing lab, proper policy support with intel-
lectual property rights (IPR) policy and
innovation in design and development,”
he emphasised.

He also called upon declaring the plas-
tic sector as a “green industry.”

In order to facilitate 100 percent recy-
cling, he snggested an extensive collection
mechanism or system under the guidance
of city corporations.

MddJashim Uddin also demanded for an

equal corporate tax rate for all exporters
which is currently 30 percent for the plas-
tic industry.

“*We need to expand backward linkage
and sub-contracting industry in this sec-
tor so that small producers can grow and
able to provide thousands of components
to the large industries,” FBCCI chief said.

In kKeynote speech, Shamim Ahmed
highlighted that in FY2020-21 total export
of plastic sector including direct and
deemed was more than $1 billion.

The domestic market size of this sector
is $3 billion and the sector itself creates
1.5 million employments, he said.

Plastic is the 8th largest export earning
sector (including direct and deemed
export) in Bangladesh which has been
expanding 4.5 percent per annum,

He termed access to finance, central
bonded warehouse, skilled workforce,
credible testing facility, diversity and plas-
tic waste management are some of the
major challenges of this sector.

In the post-LDC period, the sector will
lose competitiveness, duty free market

(BPGMEA), presented the keynote pa-
per.

Dr: Kaikaus said: “The existing
nexus between the public and private
sector 1s stronger than ever, that leads
Bangladesh to a new height.”

In order to identify wvarious

prospects and challenges in the plastic
sector, he suggested forming a nation-
al taskforce combining public and pri-
vate sector participation.

He stressed the need for a better
plastic waste management solution.

“We should have our own certifica-
tion agency and for establishing that
PPP model can be the best option. For
certification, we are now spending a
lot of money,” he said.

DCCI President said around 5,110
companies are operational in plastic
sector and 98 percent of them are
SMEs.

To ensure sustainable industrial
growth, a draft Plastic Policy was de-
veloped by the government, he said,
adding that since many preferences
will not exist in post-LDC era, FTA and
RTAs can be signed with the potential
countries.

access, subsidy or incentives and will
have to follow stringent compliances, he

said.

He recommended reforming import-
export policies highlighting the needs of
LDC graduation and stressed the need to
attract foreign investors. Shamim Ahmed
called for withdrawing 5 percent supple-

mentary duty on plastic sector.
Dr. Md. Shahidul

Islam, Member

(Customs) at NBR.emphasised re-using
single-used plastic items to reduce pollu-

tion and costing.

“If we cut down the lengthy customs
procedures at the time of import at the
port, it will ensure ease of doing business

and cost minimisation,” he said.
Ahsan Khan Chowdhury,

CEO of

PRAN RFL Group, said,”At present our
recycling capacity is growing at a faster
pace and plastic products are being
exported to Germany, Australia and USA.
But we should work on reducing freight
charge or shipping cost to be more com-

petitive.”

He urged the government to slash duty
on import of plastic raw materials to help

increase export.

Dr. Ijaz Hossain, Retired Professor of
Chemical Engineering, BUET under-
scored the need to plastic waste manage-
ment, recycling and re-use in the sector.
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Ease import duty structure of plastic raw materials: DCCI

Staff Correspondent

Plastic goods manufacturers and ex-
porters have demanded that the gov-
ernment ease the existing import duty
structure on raw materials of plastic
products to ensure sustainable devel-
opment of the country’s plastic sector
in a post-LDC era.

Business leaders placed the de-
mand at a webinar titled ‘Sustainable
Export Growth in Post LDC World:
Strategies for the Plastic Sector’ organ-
ised by the Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (DCCI) on Saturday.

They also urged the government to
modernise relevant policies, encourage
use of bio-plastic, and sign Free Trade
Agreement (FTA) or Preferential Trade
Arrangement (PTA) with potential trade
partner countries to develop the industry.

On the matter of attracting foreign
direct investment (FDI), they stressed
the importance of developing plastic
waste management, establishing inter-
national standard testing laboratories,
innovation in product diversification,
and ensuring an investment-friendly
business environment.

The businesses underscored on

Business leaders attend a webinar organised by the Dhaka Chamber of

Commerce & Industry (DCCI) on Saturday

central bonded warehouse facility,
tax incentives, coordination among
government agencies, easy access to fi-
nance and investment in research and
development.

They also requested the authorities
concerned to assess the international
policies and design incentive plans in
line with the international standard for
retaining the market and sustaining

- Courtesy Photo

the growth.

Speaking at the event, Md Jashim Ud-
din, president of the Federation of Bang-
ladesh Chambers of Commerce and In-
dustries (FBCCI), said entrepreneurs in
the plastic sector were very resilient and
had the capacity to overcome the myriad
challenges that plagued the sector.

“We need world-class accredited
testing lab, proper policy support with

intellectual property rights (IPR) poli-
cy and innovation in design and devel-
opment,” he added.

In order to facilitate 100% recy-
cling, he suggested an extensive col-
lection system under the guidance of
city corporations.

“We need to expand backward link-
age and sub-contracting industry in
this sector so that small producers can
grow and provide thousands of compo-
nents to the large industries,” he added.

Meanwhile, DCCI President Rizwan
Rahman said plastic goods export
contributed 0.33 per cent to the GDP
and over 5,000 companies were oper-
ational in the sector, with 98 per cent
of them being small and medium en-
terprises (SMEs).

“We need to replicate the success
model of readymade garments (RMGs)
to other export-led manufacturing sec-
tors as well. Product diversification is
essential while changing raw materials
to recycled plastic waste as a viable al-
ternative,” he added.

While delivering the keynote,
Shamim Ahmed, president of Bang-
ladesh Plastic Goods Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BPGMEA),

requested the government to withdraw
the existing 5 per cent supplementary
duty on the plastic sector.

He highlighted that in FY 2020-21,
the plastic sector’s domestic market
size was $ 3 billion. The sector also
earned over $ 1 billion from imports
and generated 1.5 million jobs.

Plastic is the 8th largest export
earning sector in Bangladesh which
has been expanding 4.5 per cent per
annum, he added.

Also speaking at the event, PRAN
RFL Group CEO Ahsan Khan Chowdhury
said: “At present, our plastic products
are being exported to Germany, Austral-
ia and USA. We should work on reducing
shipping costs to be more competitive.”

He requested an import duty reduc-
tion on plastic raw materials to help
increase export.

Meanwhile, Dr Ahmad Kaikaus,
principal secretary to the prime minis-
ter, suggested forming a national task-
force combining public and private
sector participation in order to identify
various prospects and challenges in
the plastic sector.

He also urged for a better plastic
waste management solution.
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Dr. Ahmad  Kaikaus,
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister has sug-
gested setting up a nation-
al task force for plastic sec-
tor in order to identify var-
ious business prospects
and overcome challenges
in post LDC period.

He said it at a webinar
while speaking as chief
guest. President of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI)
Rizwan Rahman chaired
the event. FBCCI President
Md. Jashim Uddin joined
as a special guest.

Kaikaus called for better
plastic waste management
and suggested we should
have our own certification
agency. It can adopt PPP
model as a best solution.
He said for certification we
are spending a lot of
money. In a modern world,
we cannot avoid using
plastics rather we should
go for 100 percent recy-
cling to minimize pollu-
tion, he added.

He said at present the
relation between the
bureaucracy and private
sector is very cordial with
private sector and the gov-
ernment is also very com-
mitted to reform any policy
that hinders trade and
investment.

Rizwan Rahman said
plastic sector witnessed a
rapid commercialization to
became an important
export item. To ensure a
sustainable industrial
growth, a draft Plastic
Policy was developed by
the Government.

Since many preferences

e stand for people’s rights
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Setting up of Nat'l Taskforce
for plastic sector suggested

dailyob

will not exist in post-LDC
era, free trade agreement
(FTA) and regional trade
agreement (RTA) can be
signed with the potential
countries, he said.

On the other hand, an
enabling tariff regime is
needed to support raw
material import in the
post-LDC time. Moreover,
specific incentive plan is
needed in the new policy
to promote bio-plastic.

Ensuring a sustainable
export market requires
competitiveness by

40
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improving efficiency in
production and market
access. He said we need to
replicate the RMG success
model to other export-led
manufacturing sectors.
Product diversification is
essential while changing
raw materials to recycled
plastic waste as viable
alternative, he added.
FBCCI president Md.
Jashim Uddin said in plas-
tic sector there are many
challenges but the entre-
preneurs of this sector are
very resilient to overcome

these. But we need world
class accreditation testing
lab, proper policy support
with intellectual property
rights (IPR) policy and
innovation in design prod-
uct and development.

He demanded that the
plastic sector be declared
as a green industry. In
order to facilitate 100 per-
cent recycling, he suggest-
ed an extensive collection
mechanism/system under
the guidance of city corpo-
rations.

He said we need to

expand backward linkage
and sub-contracting
industry in this sector so
that small producers can
grow and able to provide
thousands of components

to the large industries.
President, Bangladesh
Plastic Goods
Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BPGMEA) Shamim

Ahmed said in FY2020-21
total export by plastic sec-
tor was more than USD 1
billion.

The domestic market

size is USD 3 billion. The
sector itself creates 1.5 mil-
lion employments. Plastic
is the 8th largest export

earning sector in
Bangladesh which has
expanding 4.5 per cent per
annum.

He called for making
easier the access to
finance, central bonded
warehouse, skilled work-
force, credible testing facil-
ity, diversity, plastic waste
management terming
them as major challenge.

He said in the post-LDC

L= L A=}

period, the sector will lose
competitiveness, duty free
market access, subsidy or
incentives and will have to
follow stringent compli-
ances. Thus he demanded
reforming import-export
policies to meet post LDC
challenges.

Dr. Md. Shahidul Islam,
Member (Customs), NBR ,
Ahsan Khan Chowdhury,
CEQO, PRAN RFL Group, Dr.
ljaz Hossain, Retired
Professor of Chemical
Engineering, BUET also
spoke on the occasion.
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'Form taskforce to
explore plastic
sector's potential'

Pussiness Desk

Spwankers al o webinas on Saturday urged
the grvernment for taking a goo

bor af policy messures inchuding signing

of Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and Prel-
erential Trade Agreement (I"TA) with po-
il ek e st e
plmnl af the plastic sector in the

poss
They .lL-eu demanded of the govem-

L mplify duty struchine on im-

porting plastic 5, mderniza-

tion o respective policies, encouraging

wses of bao-plastic, increasing negotiation

kil II»» prolecing domestic m.wkol. oo~
catio,

any Hime that hinders frade and in-
i

"resident Md [ashim Uddin

said that in the plastic sector there are

mary challenges, bul the \lnh’\'pl\'r\-urc

ot thesss

"W rwed workd class accredited festing
» proper policy support wilh inlellectr-
al progerty righis (IP) poticy and -
vation in dessgn aned devel:
added, Jashim also called upon the gm.
wermment bo duclare this plastic sechor as o
green industry. In arder to facilitabe 100
percent recycling, he siggested for an ex-
tensive colloction m-d’mm‘on' sle -

af plastic waste management system.
Fesicles, they aten adve tod o nsur-
i technological advamcement, enharc-
irge aceredised world dass testing lab fa-
cilifies, innovative product desigring, en-
suring business friendly environment o
attract FDI, central bonded wanshouse fa-
ility, ax inntives, eouedimatiom amumg
oI Agencies, casy atoess o fi-

der thit i
ey n esqual corpor
rabe b rale for all exporsers. Al prosend
the rahe i 30 percent for the plastc mdus-
Ty
Shamim  Ahmed
Bangladesh Plastic G
and Exporters Ausoc
resented the keynote paper.
He highlighted that I!k toital export of

president  of
ks Manulactusers
an (BFGMEA]

o

mance ane investment on nesearch and
deeloperent to further Beurish this plas-
tic sector,

Speakirs pul amphasis
at o webinar ul\ 'bml able export
growth in post-1DC ratigies far
the plastic sector” nrw\m-an\l by Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
{DOCT)

Dr Ahmad Kaikaus, Principal Secoetary
to the Prime Minister, said the existing
comnection betwen the public and pri-
vate suctor is very strong than ever that
leads Bangladesh to a new height. In or-
der 1o Idenlify various prospects and
ch:lll.“p.a i thee plastic sevtor, be sug-

foeming a national taskfarce com-
bining pubiic and private sector participa-
tion

o this: tesscs

e alser called wpan for a better plastic
wash m'\r.:w'lm'nl mlur.m W o
have our e cer
eslablishing that i'[‘[' lmxld i bee s best
option. For certification, we are now
spending a lof of maney. In a meodeny
wurld, wie cannot avoad using plastics
ratfer we should o for handred percent
recyeling b minimize pollution.”

The Frincipal Secectary abso assuned
the private sector that the government is
very much committed to relorm any pol-
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.
plastic sectar inclading  direct and

deermwed was mone than USST bellion in
FY20XF21. The domestic market siee of
this soctor is of §3 billion. The sector isself
crcabes 15 million emplovients
Shamim said plastic s the cighth
texpart mmmﬁ sector (induiding

largy

dired and  deemed  export) in
Bamgladesh which has been exponding
45 percent

per annum

He moommended for roforming im-
port-export policies  highlighting the
mevds o LOC praduation sde by side
stresaid on the importanoe of attracting
foreign investors as they ane very keen bo
oM. pwnmmalmnm.md 1PR eoosys-
e, innavative product design, skills de
velopment and imvestment for research
and develogmment:

He abso reguested b withdraw five
percent supplem v duty on plastic
sector,

Dr. M. Shahadhal Islam, member {Cus-
toms) of NBR, emphosized on re-using
sinple-used plassic fbems to reduce polli-
thin and costing, He also stressed on
mare value addition, diversification,
quality sssairance af products and essab
lishéng cowm innovative design houses.
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Nat’l taskforce can be formed
for plastic sector development

PMs principal

Business Correspondent

For a sustainable development of
plastic sector after post-LDC cra,
speakers at a webinar on Saturday
urged for casing duty structure on
importing of plastic raw materials,
maodernization of respective policies,
encouraging uses of bio-plastic,
signing FTA or PTA with potential
countrics, increasing negotiation skills,
protecting domestic market, product
diversification.

They also recommended develop-
ment of plastic waste management
system, technological advancement,
enhancing accredited world class
testing lab facilities, innovative
product designing, ensuring business
friendly environment to attract FDI,
central bonded warchouse facility, tax
incentives for the same.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCI) organized the
webinar titled “Sustainable export
growth in post-LDC world: strategics
for the plastic sector™

Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister Dr, Ahmad Kaikaus joined
the webinar as the chief guest.

Dhaka Chamber President Rizwan
Rahman chaired the event. FBCCI
President Md. Jashim Uddin joined
as special guest.

Dr. Ahmad Kaikaus, Principal
Secretary to the Prime Minister said
that the existing nexus between the
public and private sector is very strong
than ever that leads Bangladesh to a
new height.

In order to identify various prospects
and challenges in the plastic sector,
he suggested to form a national task-
force combining public and private
sector participation.

He also urged upon for a better
plastic waste management solution.

He said we should have our own
certification agency and for estab-

lishing that he termed PPP model can
be a best option. For certification now
we are spending a lot of money. In a
modern world, we cannot avoid using
plastics rather we should go for 100%
recycling to minimize pollution, he
added. President of Dhaka Chamber
Rizwan Rahman in his opening
remarks said that plastic sector
witnessed a rapid commercialization
and became an important export item
of Bangladesh, Export of plastic goods
contributes 0.33% to the GDP.

Around 5,110 companies are oper-
ational in plastic sector and 98% of
them are SMEs, To ensure sustainable
industrial growth, a draft Plastic Policy
was developed by the Government.
Since many preferences will not exist
in post-LDC ern, FITA and RTAs can
be signed with the potential countrics,

Md. Jashim Uddin, President,
FBCCI said that in the plastic sector
there are many challenges but the
entreprencurs of this sector are very
resilient to overcome these, But he
said that we need world class acered-
ited testing lab, proper policy support
with intellectual property rights (IPR)
policy and innovation in design and
development,

He also called upon to declare this
plastic sector as a green industry. In

secretary tells DCCI webinar

L Lt

order to facilitate 100% recycling he
suggested for an extensive collection
mechanism/system under the guid-
ance of city corporations,

Shamim Ahmed, President,
Bangladesh Plastic Goods
Manufacturers and  Exporters

Association (BPGMEA) presented the
keynote paper.

He highlighted that in FY2020.21
total export of plastic sector including
direct and deemed was more than
USD 1 billion. The domestic market
size of this sector is of USD 1 billion.
The sector itself creates 1.5 million
employments, Plastic is the 8th largest
export caming sector (including direct
and deemed export) in Bangladesh
which has been expanding 4.5% per
annum.

He termed access to finance, central
bonded warchouse, skilled workforce,
credible testing facility, diversity,
plastic waste management are some
of the major challenges of this sector.

Dr. Md. Shahidul Islam, Member
{Customs), NBR emphasized on re-
using single-used plastic items to
reduce pollution and costing.

He also stressed on more value addi-
tion, diversification, quality assurance
of products and establishing our own
innovative design houses.,
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Speakers stress for sustainable development of plastic

sector
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DHAKA, April 9, 2022 (BSS) - Speakers at a webinar today called upon the
government for taking a good number of policy measures including signing of
Free Trade Agreement (FTA) and Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) with
potential countries to ensure sustainable development of the plastic sector

in the post-LDC era.

They also demanded of the government to simplify duty structure on importing
plastic raw materials, modernization of respective policies, encouraging uses
of bio-plastic, increasing negotiation skills, protecting domestic market,
product diversification, ensuring development of plastic waste management
system.

Besides, they also advocated for ensuring technological advancement,
enhancing accradited world class testing lab facilities, innovative product
designing, ensuring business friendly environment to attract FDI, central
bonded warehouse facility, tax incentives, coordination among government
agencies, easy access to finance and investment on research and development
to further flourish this plastic sector.

Speakers put emphasis on these issues at a webinar on "Sustainable export
growth in post-LDC world: strategies for the plastic sector” organised by

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) today, said a press release
here.

Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Dr. Ahmad Kaikaus joined the
webinar as the chief guest with DCCI President Rizwan Rahman in the chair.
FBCCI President Md. Jashim Uddin joined the event as special guest.

Dr. Ahmad Kaikaus said the existing connection between the public and private
sector is very strong than ever that leads Bangladesh to a new height. In

order to identify various prospects and challenges in the plastic sector, he
suggested forming a national taskforce combining public and private sector
participation.

He also called upon for a better plastic waste management solution, "We
should have our own certification agency and for establishing that PPP model
can be a best option. For certification, we are now spending a lot of money.

In @ modern world, we cannot aveid using plastics rathar we should go for
hundred percent recycling to minimize pollution.”

The Principal Secretary also assured the private sector that the government
is vary much committed to reform any policy at any time that hinders trade
and investment.

FBCCI President said that in the plastic sector there are many challenges,
but the entrepreneurs of this sector are very resilient to overcome these.

"We need world class accredited testing lab, proper policy support with
intellectual property rights (IPR) policy and innovation in design and
development,” he added.

Jashim also called upon the government to declare this plastic sector as a
grean industry. In order to facilitate 100 percent recycling. he suggested
for an extensive collection mechanism/system under the guidance of city
corporations.

He also demanded for an equal corporate tax rate for all exporters. At
present the rate is 30 percent for the plastic industry,

Shamim Ahmed, president of Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BPGMEA), presented the keynote paper.

He highlighted that the total export of plastic sector including direct and

deemed was more than US3$1 billion in FY2020-21. The domestic market size of
this sector is of USS3 billion. The sector itself creates 1.5 million

employments.

Shamim said plastic is the eighth largest export earning sector (including
direct and deemed export) in Bangladesh which has been expanding 4.5 percent
per annum.

He recommended for reforming import-export policies highlighting the needs of
LDC graduation side by side stressed on the importance of attracting foreign
inveslors as they are very keen lo come, patent registration and IPR
ecosystem, innovative product design, skills development and investment for
research and development.

He also requested to withdraw five percent supplementary duty on plastic
sector.

Dr. Md. Shahidul Islam, member (Customs) of NBR, emphasized on re-using
single-used plastic items to reduce pollution and costing. He also stressed
on more value addition, diversification, quality assurance of products and
establishing own innovative design houses.

DCCI President in his opening remarks said plastic sector witnessed a rapid
commercialization and became an important export item of Bangladesh.

He said export of plastic goods contributes 0.33 percent to the GDP. Around

5,110 companies are operational in plastic sector and 98 percent of them are
SMEs.

Rizwan said since many preferences will not exist in the post-LDC era, FTA
and PTAs can be signed with the potential countries. On the other hand, an
enabling tariff regime is needed to support raw material import in the post-
LDC time,

Ahsan Khan Chowdhury, CEO of PRAN RFL Group and Dr. ljaz Hossain, retired
professor of chemical engineering in BUET, also spoke, among others, at the
wabinar,
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Speakers for replicating RMG success model to boost plastic

sector

%0

I Ty

- -
e 1
S nFasisals 1 s ou
m_M

o

For a sustainable development of plastic sector in post-LDC era, speakers in a webinar have urged 1o ease duly struciure on import of
plastic raw materials, modernization of respective policies, encouraging uses of bio-plastic, signing of Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)or
Preferential trade arrangements (PTAs) with potential countries.

They sought some initiatives for booming plastic business and attracting foreign direct investment (FDI) on priority basis for increasing
negotiation skills to protect the domestic market, bringing product diversification, development of plastic waste management syslem,
technological advancement, enhancing accredited world class testing lab facilities, and Innovative product designing.

Speakers put emphaslis on these Issues at a webinar on "Sustainable export growth In post-LDC world: strategles for the plastic sector”
organized by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) on Saturday.

Principal Secretary to the Prime Minister Dr. Ahmad Kalkaus joined the webinar as the chlef guest, DCCI President Rizwan Rahman
chaired the event. FBCCI President Md. Jashim Uddin joined as special guest

Dr. Ahmad Kaikaus sald that the existing nexus between the public and private seclor is stronger than ever that leads Bangladesh to a
new height.

In order to Identify varlous prospects and challenges in the plastic seclor, he suggested forming a national taskforce combining public
and private sector participation,

He also urged for a belter plastic waste management solution.

Rizwan Rahman, in his opening remarks said that the plastic sector witnessed a rapld commercialization and became an Important
export item of Bangladesh.

Export of plastic goods contributes 0.33 percent to the GDP. Around 5,110 companies are operational in the plastic sector and 98
percent of them are SMEs, he mentioned.

“To ensure sustainable industrial growth, a draft Plastic Policy was developed by the Govermnment. Since many preferences will not
exist in the post-LDC era, FTA and RTAs can be signed with the potential countries,” the DCCI president said.

“We need to replicate the RMG success model to other export-led manufacturing sectors as well. Product diversification is essential
while changing raw materiais to recycled plastic waste as a viable alternative,” he added.

Md. Jashim Uddin, President, FBCCI. Shamim Ahmed, President, Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufacturers and Exporters Association
(BPGMEA), Dr. Md. Shahidul Isiam, NBR Member (Customs), Dr. ljaz Hossain, retired professor of Chemical Engineering, BUET,
among others, spoke in the function.
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Plastic sector can be boosted replicating RMG success: Speakers
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For a sustamable development of plastic sector in post-LDC era, speakers m a webmar have urged to ease duty structure

on mmport of plastic raw materials, modermisation of respective policies, encouraging uses of bio-plastic, signing of free

trade agreements (FTAs) or preferental trade arrangements (PTAs) wath potennal countries

They sought some mtatrves for boommng plastic business and attracting foreign direct mvestment (FDI) on prionity
basis for increasing negonanon skills to protect the domestic market, bringmg product diversificanon, development of

plastic waste management system, technological advancement, enhancing accredmed world class testing lab facilities,

and mnovahve product designing

Speakers put emphasis on these 1ssues at 8 webmar on “Sustamable expont growth m post-LDC world: strategies for the
plastic sector” orgamised by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) on Sanurday

Prncipal Secretary to the Pnme Mmster Dr Abmad Kaikaus jomed the webinar as chuef guest. DCCI Presudent Rizwan
Rahman chawed the event. FBCCI President Md Jashim Uddin jomed as special guest

Dy Abmad Kaskaus saad that the existing nexus between the public and private sector 1s stronger than ever that leads
Bangladesh to a new height

In order to wdentify varnous prospects and challenges i the plastic sector, he sugpested formine a nahonal taskforce

combmung public and private sector parhicipation.
He also urged for a better plastic waste management solution

Rizwan Rahman, in his opeming remarks said that the plastic sector witnessed a rapid commerciabisation and became an

important sxport item of Bangladesh

Export of plastic goods contnibutes 033 percent to the GDP. Around 5,110 compames are opsrational m the plastic

sector and 98 percent of them are SMEs, he mentioned.

“To ensore sustamnable industmal prowth, a draft Plasnc Policy was developed by the Govemment Since many
preferences will not exist m the post-LDC era, FTA and RTAs can be signed wath the potental countries,” the DCCI

presydent sad

“We nzed 1o replicate the RMG success model to other export-led manufactuning sectors as well. Product diversification

15 essential while changing raw matenals to recyeled plastic waste as a viable alternative ” he added

Md Jashim Uddin, pressdent, FBCCI, Shamim Ahmed, president Bangladesh Plastuc Goods Manufacturers and
Exporters Association (BPGMEA), Md Shahedul [slam, NBR member (Customs), Dr ljaz Hossam, retured professor of
chemical engmeermg, BUET, among others, spoke in the function



