Industrialist
Anwar Hossain
passes away

Alhaj Anwar Hossain,
the founder and chairman
of Anwar Group, one of
the largest and oldest indus-
trial conglomerates in the
country, has passed away.

He breathed his last on
Tuesday (August 17) night
while undergoing treatment
at Labaid Hospital at
Dhanmondi in Dhaka, said
a statement.

He was 83 vears old.
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Anwar Hossain, a former
Member of Parliament of
Lalbagh constituency of
old part of Dhaka and
founder of City Bank, had
been suffering from demen-
tia and memory losses since
2012.

His first namaj-e-janaza
will be held at 10:30am
today (Thursday) at Baitul
Aman Jame Mosque at
Dhanmondi. After his sec-
ond namaj-e-janaza at
Amligola of Lalbagh after
Johr prayer, he will be laid
to rest at the Azimpur
graveyard in the city.

Anwar Hossain was one
of the oldest entrepreneurs
in the country. He was pop-
ularly known as Anwar
Hossain of Mala Saree.
Starting from a scratch,
now Anwar Group is one of
the top industrial conglom-
erates in the country.

Anwar Hossain was born
in 1938. He started his busi-
ness in 1953. He had

employed about 14,000
people. In 1968, he estab-

lished erstwhile East
Pakistan's large factory,
Anwar Silk Mills.

There are about 26 insti-
tutions including textile,
jute, cement, steel, housing,
polymer, furniture, automo-
bile, bank, and financial
institutions under the
group. Anwar Hossain was
the chairman of The City
Bank, established in 1983,
for four terms.

He is survived by four
daughters and three sons.
The eldest son Monwar
Hossain is the managing
director of the Anwar
Group. Besides, Hossain
Mahmood is in charge of the
textile division and Hossain
Khaled is in charge of the
jute, automobiles and real
estate business of the group.

President of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry Rizwan Rahman
expressed his deep shock,
among others, at the sad
demise of Anwar Hossain.
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Anwar Hossain, founder and
chairman of Anwar Group
of Industries, breathed his
last on August 17.

chairman of Anwar Group of
[ndustries, The City Bank Limited,
Bangladesh Finance and Investment
Company Ltd, and founder director
of City General Insurance Company
Limited.

Hossain, the renowned
industrialist and successful business
icon, was the chairman of the DCCI
Foundation for a long time.

Hossain established Anwar Silk
Mills in 1968, the first Bangalee
owner of silk mill in East Pakistan
(now Bangladesh) and started
marketing the ‘Mala Sari’ made from

He died at the age of the factory that became a much-
83 at Labaid Hospital in talked about product at that time.

Dhaka.
The veteran businessman
had been suffering from

dementia and  old-age
complications.
Namaz-e-janaza
of Hossain, the late
parliamentarian from

Dhaka-8, will be held at
10:30am today at Baitul
Aman Jam-e-mosque in
Dhanmondi Road 7.

He was the founder
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Anwar Hossain: Passing
of an industry Mogul

A tribute to one of the most impactful businessmen the country has ever known

OBITUARY

ABBAS UDDIN NOYON

nwar Hossain, the founder and chair-
Aman of Anwar Group - one of Bangla-

desh’s oldest and largest conglomerates,
was not born with a silver spoon in his mouth.
Like most men of vision and courage through-
out history, his greatness came from a humble
beginning.

Born to be a businessman, Anwar started his
first venture in 1953 when he was just a 15-year
old boy. After building up a capital of Tk480 by
working and collecting some money from his
mother, he began selling lungis at a shop in
Chawkbazar.

He steadily transformed his little venture into
a sprawling conglomerate involved in a wide
range of sectors — including apparel, jute, ce-
ment, steel, real estate, polymer, fumiture, au-
tomobile, bank and financial institutions, just
to name a few.

During his lifetime, Anwar established 20
large industrial organisations that directly em-
ployed more than 14,000 people. The group also
indirectly employs several lakh people in back-
ward linkage industries.

Though Anwar’s family had been involved in
various businesses for more than a century, he
made his own fortune with the brand Mala Sa-
ree. Anwar had founded Anwar Silk Mills in 1968
- which brought Mala Sarees into the market.

He even had “Mala Saree’s Anwar” as a nick-
name in his youth,

This line of sarees became very popular in
Bangladesh. During the 8os, the state-owned
BTV had a famous jingle - “Mala Saree na dile
biya korum na,” roughly translated as “I will
not marry, until | get a Mala Saree.”

Anwar Group presently provides 36 products
and services.

An industry Mughal and the pioneer of many
businesses in Bangladesh, Anwar Hossain
breathed his last at 10pm on 17 August at Dhaka's
LabAid Hospital. He passed away at the age of 84
due to old age-related complications.

Starting small, then going big
Anwar Hossain was born in 1937. Before launch-
ing his own business in the 50s, he looked af-
ter his family business for a few years, He also
worked at a shop belonging to an apparel trader
named Bhola Mia for some time.

P
ANWAR HOSSAIN'S
LIFE AT A GLANCE

Bomin 1937 at Amligola in Old Town.
Became a businessman in 1953.
Established Anwar Silk Mills in 1968.
Established around 20 companies
in his lifetime.

Employed almost 14,000 people.
Breathed his last on 17 August 2021.

COMPANIES UNDER ANWAR GROUP

Manufacturing
Al Polymer Limited
Anwar Galvanizing Limited

Jute Spinning Mills Limited

Anwar Textile Limited

Mehmud Industries Pvt. Ltd

Anwar Silk Mills Limited

Hossain Dyeing and Printing Mills Ltd
Athena Furniture and Home Decor

Construction
Anwar Landmark Limited
Anwar Infrastructure Limited
Anwar Cement Limited
Anwar Cement Sheet Limited
Anwar Ispat Limited

Finance
The City Bank

Nagar Bima Sangstha Limited
Bangladesh Finance and Investment
Company Limited (BD Finance)

BD Finance Capital Holdings Ltd

Automobile _
AG Automobiles Limited (AG Auto)

In an interview given recently to a national
daily, Anwar Group’s Managing Director Man-
war Hossain had said, “Anwar Hossain’s father
Rahim Bakhsh died in 1945. Anwar was only
seven years old at that time. The family business
fell into disarray soon after that.

“Some of the trusted employees started em-
bezzling money. Under such circumstances, An-
war took the reins of his family business when
he was just 12 years old. His elder brother later
put him to work at another apparel shop.”

Manwar continued, “During that time, my
father Anwar used to study from dawn to 1pm,
then worked in Bhola Mia’s shop. He was making
Tkis as allowance, and 2 annas to buy snacks.
He saved up Tkgo through his hard work.

“His mother, my grandmother, gave him 200
silver coins, which netted him Tk390. With the
capital of Tk480, he launched his first busi-
ness Anwar Cloth Store at shop number 220 in
Chawkbazar. He was only 15 years old.”

But launching a business is just the first step,
and Anwar began backbreaking work to keep
his venture solvent. During that time, Dhaka’s
Rayer Bazar area used to hold haats at regular
intervals. Anwar carried a bundle of lungi to the
haat on his head.

He used to carry puffed rice and piyaju with
him as snacks.

Anwar’s hard work started paying off, and
his business kept growing. He bought six more
shops adjacent to his own in Chawkbazar and
began selling clothes and sarees. Later, Anwar
began importing corrugated metal sheets. It all
happened between 1953 and 1960.

Near the end of 1960, Anwar Hossain's busi-
ness ventures spread from Dhaka to almost all
large cities across the then East Pakistan. He
even launched an apparel business in Karachi,
Pakistan. Anwar bought shops, offices, homes
and cars there too.

After having done well in his business ven-
tures, Anwar Hossain wanted to become an
industrialist. He bought a factory and named it
Anwar Silk Mills in 1968. His brand Mala Saree
became an instant hit, and his businesses began
growing at an exponential rate.

Mala Saree is widely regarded as the first ever
popular brand for sarees in Bangladesh, and the
popularity endured well after the 60s, 708 and 8cs.

Anwar also established Bangladesh’s first
ever electric cable manufacturing factory in
1956. He then launched a steel mill named “The
First Stainless Steel | SEE PAGE 6 COL 1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

Cutlery Manufacturer” in 1968.
But this business faced hurdles
during the Liberation War of
Bangladesh in 1971.

Anwar was 33 years old dur-
ing Bangladesh’s struggle for
freedom. He was already an
established businessman. The
Pakistani military burned down
Chawkbazar on 24 April of 1971,
and Anwar’s shop was gutted in
the tragic incident.

Bangladesh’s economy was
in tatters following freedom from
Pakistan. Anwar Hossain lost a
lot of money to debtors, but nev-
ertheless, he began rebuilding his
businesses. At that time, Bangla-
desh had only a handful of Ben-
gali businessmen, and even less
number of industrialists.

Anwar was one of the ma-
jor contributors to rejuvenating
Bangladesh’s war-torn economy.
In 1978, he established a new ven-
ture named Khaled Iron and Steels
Ltd. With his eyes on the horizon,
he gradually established new ven-
tures such as Anwar Textile, An-
war Steel and Anwar Cement.

In a bid to lessen the hassle
of businessmen and women at
government banks, Anwar es-
tablished The City Bank in 1983
with much effort — which is now
one of the biggest private com-
mercial banks in Bangladesh.
He served as the chairman of the
bank four times since 1983.

Commenting on Anwar Hos-
sain’s business acumen and
success, his son and incumbent
Managing Director of Anwar
Group Manwar Hossain said,
“My father achieved success be-
cause he had deep respect for his
mother — my grandmother. “My
father used to tell me frequently,
do tomorrow’s work today, and
today’s work now. Leave a clean
table when you leave your office.”

A business leader with
entrepreneurial spirit
Anwar Hossain possessed a big

entrepreneurial spirit, and he
helped many entrepreneurs
achieve their dreams.

He was one of the major con-
tributors behind Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI), and he helped it become
one of the biggest organisations
for the business community in
Bangladesh.

Anwar and his close friend
former DCCI president Mahbubur
Rahman (the incumbent presi-
dent of International Chamber of
Commerce Bangladesh) acted as
the guardian of the DCCI.

Mahbubur’s son Rizwan Rah-
man told The Business Standard,
“Anwar Hossain had supported
the rise of a lot of new business-
people.”

He joined politics to support
the country and its people. An-
war has served as a lawmaker in
Dhaka-7 constituency for three
years.

When it came to building new
educational facilities and hospi-
tals, and supporting social insti-
tutions, his generosity knew no
bounds.

He had also established a
foundation in his name.

A family business

spanning 187 years

Though Anwar was bom in
1937, his family business began
more than a century ago in 1834.
Around 104 years ago, Anwar’s
grandfather Lat Mia leased a
homestead from Kundu Raja in
Chawkbazar with Tka.

Lat Mia’s son and Anwar’s
father Rahim Bakhsh expanded
the family business by selling
clothes and some other prod-
ucts beside horn combs. Rahim
passed away in 1945 at the age
of 8s5.

Anwar Hossain had previ-
ously mentioned that before his
father passed away, he was one
of the four top well established
Muslim businessmen in the
western region of Dhaka.
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ANWAR Hossain, founder
chairman of Anwar Group,
breathed his last on Tues-
day night while undergoing
treatment at Labaid Hospi-
tal in Dhanmondi.

He was 83, said a press
release.

Anwar Hossain was a for-
mer member of parliament
from Lalbagh constituency
of Old Town of Dhaka city.

His namaz-e-janaza
was held at 10:30am on
Wednesday at Baitul Aman
Jame Mosque at Dhanmon-
di.

He was one of the oldest
entrepreneurs in the coun-
try and founder of City
Bank, established in 1983.
Many people know him as
Anwar of Mala Saree.

Anwar Hossain was born

in 1938 and he started his
business in 1953. He had
employed about 14,000 peo-
ple. In 1968, he established
arstwhile East Pakistan's
large factory, Anwar Silk
Mills.
There are about 26 or-
ganisations including tex-
tile, jute, cement, steel,
housing, polymer, furni-
ture, automobile, bank, and
financial institutions under
the group.

Anwar Hossain acted as
chairman of City Bank for
four terms.



TRUE & IMPARTIAL

y sui

19 AUGUST, 2021

P

Indurialist
Anwar Hossain
passes away
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Anwar Hossain, founder
and chairman of Anwar
Group of Industries,
died of old-age complica-
tions in a city hospital on
Tuesday. He was 83.

Anwar Hossain left
behind his four daugh-
ters, three sons and a
host of relatives and
well-wishers to mourn
his death.

The renowned busi-
nessman will be laid to
eternal rest at Azim-
pur graveyvard today
following his two na-
maz-e-janazas at Baitul
Aman Jam-e-Mosque
in Dhanmondi road 7 at
10:30am and Amligola
Shahi Mosque after
Zuhr prayers.

Anwar Hossain was
also the founder chair-
man of City Bank Ltd,
Bangladesh Finance and
Investment Company Ltd
and founder director of City
General Insurance Compa-
ny Ltd. Page 2Col 4

He was also elected member
of parliament from Dhaka-8
constituency asa candidate of
Jatiya Party in the fourth par-
liamentary elections in 1988.

The successful business
icon was also the chairman of
the DCCI Foundation for along
time. He successfully served
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) as direc-
tor in the term of 1976-78, 1982
83, 1984-85 and 1989-90.

During his lifetime, he
was the trustee of Dhaka
Improvement Trust (DIT),
which is now RAJUK, in
1983-87. Besides, he was en-
gaged in various socio-cul-
tural organisations.

Anwar Hossain was born
in 1938 with legacy of busi-
ness at Lalbagh in Dhaka.
His family business began
in 1834. Anwar Hossain's
grandfather Lakku Mia set
up a business leasing a
homestead from the then
Kundu Raja at Chawkbazar.

His father Rahim Buksh
later established an ivory
button and comb manufac-
turing plant in Dhaka.

Hossain began his journey
in business arena in 1953 start-
ing a cloth shop at Chawk-
bazar. He set up Anwar Silk
Mills in 1968 and started pro-
ducing and marketing the
‘Mala Saree’, a much-talked
about product at that time.

Now, Anwar Group of In-
dustries has 18 companies
which are involved in mak-
ing and catering 36 products
and services, including tex-
tiles, jute, cement, steel,

banking, insurance, auto-
mobiles, housing, infra-
structure and furniture

with over 14,000 employees.

His son Manwar Hossain
leads Anwar Group as
Group Managing Director
while his son Hossain
Mehmood heads as Manag-
ing Director of textiles divi-
sion and Hossain Khaled
looks after jute, automobiles
and real estate division as
Managing Director.

DCCIPresident Rizwan Rah-
man expressed profound shock
and sympathy at his death.

In a condolence message,
he prayed for the departed
soul and also conveyed deep
sympathy to the bereaved
family members.



Staff Correspondent

The country’s business community was
left mourning on Wednesday follow-
ing the demise of Anwar Hossain, who
created a business empire from scratch
and created employment opportunities
for thousands throughout his illustri-
ous career as an industrialist.

Anwar, the founder and chairman
of Anwar Group of Industries, breathed
his last on Tuesday at a private hospital
in the capital while undergoing treat-
ment. He was 83.

The industrialist, who was born in
1938 at Dhaka’s Almigola, had been
long suffering from dementia and old-
age complications.

Lauding his contribution to the
county’s economy, employment gener-
ation and flourishing private business,
leaders of the country’s business com-
munity lamented the death of the busi-
ness tycoon.

In a condolence message, FBCCI
President Jasim Uddin prayed for the
eternal peace of the departed soul of
the eminent businessman.

President of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) Rizwan
Rahman, and Business Initiative Lead-
ing Development (BUILD) Chairperson
Abul Kasem, among others, also con-
doled the his demise.

The magnificent heritage of Anwar
Group of Industries began in 1834 by
Anwar’s grandfather Late Lakku Mia,

Later, his late father Rahim Buksh
started an ivory button and comb man-
ufacturing plant in Dhaka.

His family took its first step towards
creating its core of excellence and so-
phistication in the early sixties by set-
ting up and operating a silk textile unit.
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A conglomerate Anwar
establishes in 53 years

Anwar Hossain

Anwar started his business in 1953
with establishment of Silk Mills in 1968,
which brought Mala Sarees to the market.

Mala Sarees and Manwar Cutleries
were two products, among many oth-
ers, that brought huge success to the
group in both domestic and interna-

tional brand recognition.
Anwar was one of the founders of The
City Bank, which was established in 1983.
Beyond business, Anwar engaged
himself in politics and was elected as a
parliamentarian from Dhaka-8 constit-
uency in 1988.

Anwar also successfully served as di-
rector of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry for the period of 1976-78,
1982-83, 1984-85 and 1989-90.

He was the founder chairman of
Anwar Group of Industries, The City
Bank Limited, Bangladesh Finance and
Investment Company Ltd and founder
director of City General Insurance Com-
pany Limited.

As of today, there are about 20 com-
panies under the group he founded. It
employs over 30,000 people and pro-
duces more than 40 products and ser-
vices, including textiles, jute, cement,
steel, banking, non-banking financial
institution, insurance, automobiles,
housing and infrastructure.

Anwar Group is also the pioneer in
manufacturing electrical cables, poly-
ester fabrics, PTFE tape, UPVC fittings,
and super enamel copper wire, in the
country. It was also the promoter of the
first private sector commercial bank in
Bangladesh.

His sons, Manwar Hossain is the
managing director of the Group, Hos-
sain Mehmood is the managing director
of Textiles Division and Hossain Khaled
is the managing director of Jute, Auto-
mobiles and Real Estate Division.

Anwar Textile, Anwar Ispat, Anwar
Cement, Anwar Cement Sheet, A1 Pol-
ymer, Anwar Galvanizing, Anwar Jute,
Anwar Automobiles, Anwar Real Es-
tate, Anwar Infrastructure, Furniture
and Home Décor, Manwar Industries,
Sunshine Cables & Rubber Works Ltd,
are among many entities under the con-
glomerate.

Meanwhile, financial companies un-
der the group include City General In-
surance, bd Securities, bd capital and
bd finance.
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