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Financial Express

(From top left), State Minister for Shipping Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury attends as the chief guest a webinar titled "Sustainable River
Dredging: Challenges and Way forward" organised by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) virtually on Saturday, with DCCI
President Rizwan Rahman in the chair while former FBCCI president Md Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin and Senior Secretary of Ministry of
Water Resources Kabir Bin Anwar spoke as special guests. Professor Emeritus at Centre for Climate Change and Environment
Research under BRAC University Ainun Nishat (extreme left, middle row) presented the keynote paper

Rationalise duty, VAT on
dredging equipment

FE REPORT

Experts at a programme on
Saturday called for rigorous river
training and river dredging to revive
the country's waterways for trans-
portation of goods and passengers
at the cheapest rate.

Besides, they said, yearlong func-
tionality of river routes can significant-
ly reduce existing pressure on roads
and highways across the country.

They also urged the government
to rationalise import duty, VAT and
advance income tax (AIT) on dredg-
ing equipment in a bid to encourage
private investments in the sector.

The suggestions came at a webi-

Stating that the private sector can
play a major role in dredging opera-
tion, he said importance of invest-
ments on dredging and de-siltation
work cannot be done only by the
government, investment from the
private sector is also needed.

To create skilled manpower in
the sector, he called for establishing
river training institute to train pri-
vate dredging operators in a bid to
sustain the dredged riverbeds.

PPP can be a useful model for
river dredging, sand extraction,
land recovery, land accretion and
land reclamation, he also noted.

Delivering his speech, the state
minister said the government has
taken a plan to make 10,000-km
inland river ways navigable as per
the Bangladesh Delta Plan (BDP)-
2100.

"We have limitations and chal-
lenges but we must have to manage
our rivers through efficient dredging
as these are our natural assets."

Mr Chowdhury said the capacity
of Mongla port has been increased

Experts suggest at I
| DCCI webinar

nar titled "Sustainable River
Dredging: Challenges and Way for-
ward" organised by Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce & Industry (DCCI).
State Minister for Shipping
Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury
addressed the event as the chief
guest while member of parliament
and former FBCCI president Md
Shafiul Islam Mohiuddin and
Senior Secretary of the Ministry of

manifold after dredging the Pashur
channel. As a result, it has eased
pressure on Chittagong port.

Besides, he said, the government
has been working relentlessly on
sustainable river dredging both in
the form of capital dredging and
maintenance of dredged riverbeds.

To bring pace in the dredging
activities, the Ministry of Shipping
is in the process to procure 35 more
dredgers shortly, he added.

The DCCI president said despite
Bangladesh being a riverline coun-
try, the number of rivers has been
decreasing due to siltation and
reduced water flow.

Such situation affects waterways
which is the cheapest means of
transportation in the country, he
noted.

"It is high time to improve the
waterways for the sake of both
industrial and socioeconomic devel-
opment of the country as
Bangladesh is poised to become a
developing country by 2026," he
said.

He also mentioned that 24,000-
km waterways come down to

Water Resources Kabir Bin Anwar
as the special guests,

Ainun Nishat, Professor Emeritus
at Centre for Climate Change and
Environment Research (C3ER) under
BRAC University, presented the
keynote paper at the event while
Bangladesh Inland Water Transport
Authority (BIWTA) Chairman
Commodore Golam Sadeq, Institute
of Water Modelling (TWM)

6,000 km during monsoon and
3,600 km during lean period due
to dynamic characteristics of the
rivers and its effect falls into the
economic and ecological state of
the country.

Mr Mohiuddin suggested ensur-
ing better coordination among
stakeholders like BIWTA, water
development board, ministry and
private sector to avoid unplanned
dredging of rivers and canals.

He also requested the govern-
ment to reduce tax and VAT on
dredging machinery & equipment
and remove inconsistencies in the
policy to boost private sector confi-
dence.

Advance income tax on dredging
companies is increased to 5.0 per
cent in the current fiscal from previ-
ous 1.0 per cent which should be
removed for the sector’s growth, he
noted.

Stressing the need for holistic
approach for a sustainable maritime
system, Mr Anwar said, "Currently,
we need about 500 dredgers but we
have 150-156 dredgers in hand."”

For capacity building, the coun-

Executive Director Abu Saleh Khan,
and PSA International Pte Ltd Vice
President Robert Hennessy also spoke
at the webinar with DCCI President
Rizwan Rahman in the chair.

In his presentation, Prof Ainun
Nishat said a master plan is required
for sustainable river and canal
dredging in the country so that the
economy can benefit from it.

He also said saving the rivers
through ensuring smooth passage
of water is not just important for
the economy but also for biodiversi-
ty because 'rivers not only carry
water but also life'.

Continued to page 7 Col. 1

try is still far behind, he said,
adding: "Maintenance dredging
and capital dredging is in progress
but it should be expedited in an effi-
cient and skilled manner."

He also said the government has
taken up various projects to exca-
vate rivers, haors, baors and beels in
the country for ensuring better nav-
igability.

The government is planning to
establish a hydrological training
and research institute, he also said.

The BIWTA chairman said
inland water transport is the most
effective mode to move a large
quantity of cargo because tariffs for
cargo are below Tk 1.0 per ton-km
whereas for road it is Tk 4.5 per ton-
km.

For cargo freight movement in
Bangladesh, road is used by 80 per
cent whereas waterways are used by
only 16 per cent.

For better outcome in this sector,
he suggested allocating at least 1.5
per cent of the gross domestic prod-
uct in the budget which is 0.4 per
cent now.

ahb_mcg2009@yahoo.com
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Long-term strategic planning needs to be taken for sustainable river dredging, while private and foreign investment should be encouraged with
more fiscal and policy incentives, analysts said.

Efficient river dredging
to propel industrial
growth: experts

S1Ar Business Report

Experts yesterday emphasised sustainable and efficient
river dredging and its proper maintenance to improve the
country’s inland waterways to propel industrial and socio-
economic development.

They described waterways as the cheapest means
of transportation and blamed lack of maintenance,
weakening upstream flow and human interventions for
declining navigable waterways.

Long-term strategic planning needs to be taken for
sustainable dredging, while private and foreign investment
should be encouraged in the sector with more fiscal and
policy incentives, they said.

The experts spoke at a webinar titled “Sustainable River
Dredging: Challenges and Way Forward” organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI),
according to a press release.

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman, who moderated the
discussion, said the number of rivers in Bangladesh was
dwindling due to siltation and the falling water flow,
affecting inland waterways.

Navigable waterways have manifold effects on the
economy as it saves time for container movement and is
comparatively cheaper for goods transportation.

READ MORE ON B3
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“Navigable and well-managed waterways
help ease cross-border trade,” he said.

Rahman urged the government to
rationalise import duty, value-added tax
and advance income tax to cut total tax
incidence in importing heavy dredging
machinery.

Inland water transport tariffs for cargo
are below Tk 1 per tonne-km, whereas it
is Tk 4.5 for roads, according to Golam
Sadeque, chairman of the Bangladesh
Inland  Water Transport  Authority
(BIWTA).

Roads account for 80 per cent of the
cargo freight movement in Bangladesh. It
is 16 per cent for waterways.

While presenting a keynote paper,
Ainun Nishat, professor emeritus of Brac
University, said a master plan was to be
prepared for river and canal-dredging.

“The current practice of dredging
operations, both capital and maintenance,
needs to be evaluated. Dredging should
be done in a sustainable manner so that
the economy benefits.”

“For an efficient river management,
special emphasis must be on maintenance
dredging.”

The private sector can play a major role
in dredging operations, Prof Nishat said.

“Public-private partnership can be a
useful model for river-dredging, sand

STAR

extraction, land recovery, land accretion
and land reclamation.”

Md Shafiul Islam, a former president
of the lederation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and Industries,
called for better coordination among
the stakeholders, including the BIWTA,
the Bangladesh Water Development
Board, ministries and the private
sector.

He also urged the government to
remove inconsistencies in policies to
boost the confidence of the private sector.

State Minister for Shipping Khalid
Mahmud  Chowdhury  said  the
government had a plan to make 10,000
kilometres of inland riverways navigable.

“As part of the Delta Plan, the
government is firmly committed to
developing the riverine system.”

He invited the private sector to come
forward with more investments in the
PPP format to materialise the plan.

The capacity of Mongla Port has
widened manifold, easing the pressure
on Chattogram port, Chowdhury said,
adding that 35 dredgers would be
procured soon.

Kabir Bin Anwar, senior secretary of
the water resources ministry, said the
government was planning to establish
a hydrological training and research
institute.
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Cut tax, vat on river dredging
equipment: Stakeholders

DEVELOPMENT - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

The government should reduce
tax and VAT on river dredging
equipment to boost private sec-
tor participation in this devel-
opment sector, which in turn
will help improve the environ-
ment as well, stakeholders said
at a webinar on Saturday.

This move is necessary as
Bangladesh lacks adequate riv-
er training, capacity building,
and sustainable dredging initia-
tives keeping social, economic
and environmental factors in
perspective, they said.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

some recommendations, Rizwan
continued, “The government should
include river dredging programmes
into fast-track development pro-
jects. Import duty, vat and advance
import tax on dredging machineries
should be rationalised to encourage
private and foreign investments in
this sector.

Presenting the keynote, BRAC
University’s Professor Emeritus Ai-
nun Nishat said, “Current dredging
operations must be evaluated im-
mediately. Dredging should be done
in a sustainable manner so that the
economy can benefit from it. Rivers
not only carry water, but life too.

“There are two types of dredg-
ing operations — maintenance and
capital. Maintenance dredging must
receive a special emphasis for ensur-
ing efficient river management, and
the government should prepare a
master plan for this move.”

He added, “The authorities

At the event, organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry (DCCI) titled
“Sustainable River Dredging:
Challenges and Way forward,”
experts also drew attention to
the government’s lack of a mas-
ter plan and adequate budget
for river management.

DCCI President Rizwan Rah-
man said, “Bangladesh is a
riverine country and the water-
ways play a diverse role in our
economy. But the number of riv-
ers is decreasing due to siltation
and stream flow reduction.

“This is affecting the water-
ways, which is the cheapest
means of transportation here.

should invest more on dredging and
desilting projects, and the private
sector can play a major role here.
The Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
model will be useful for initiatives
such as river dredging, sand extrac-
tion, land recovery, land accretion
and land reclamation.

“Bangladesh needs to create
skilled manpower and update the
rules and guidelines for sand dredg-
ing. Authorities should implement
the rules strictly.”

Speaking as the chief guest, State
Minister for Shipping Khalid Mah-
mud Chowdhury said the govern-
ment is making a serious effort on
the river management sector in ac-
cordance with the Delta Plan.

He further said, “We must man-
age our rivers through efficient
dredging as these are our natural
assets. We had recently increased
the Mongla Port’s capacity, and this
move is now helping to ease the
pressure on Chittagong port.

Navigable and well-managed
waterways will help facilitate
cross-border trade growth with
neighbouring nations.”

He added that Bangladesh
used to have 24,000km of wa-
terways, but the number has
dropped to 6,000km in monsoon
and 3,600km during droughts.

“It is impacting the economic
and ecological state of our coun-
try. It is high time to improve the
waterways through dredging for
the sake of our industrial and
socioeconomic development, as
Bangladesh is scheduled to be-
come a developing country by
2026,” Rizwan said.
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“We are also working to make
10,000km of inland waterways navi-
gable. We will soon procure 35 more
dredgers for faster excavation.

The state minister continued, “We
have brought transparency in dredg-
ing projects by installing a real-time
monitoring system. We have also
made the tendering process more
transparent as well.

“However, we have limitations
and challenges. So, I am urging the
private sector to come forward with
more investments for this sector.”

Federation of Bangladesh Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industries’ (FBC-
CI) former president Md Shafiul Islam
Mohiuddin said, “I am urging authori-
ties concerned to curb inconsistencies
at the policy level to help make the pri-
vate sector more confident.”

Mohiuddin also spoke in favour
of boosting coordination among the
stakeholders and related govern-
ment departments, making the ten-
dering process more disciplined.
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Sustainable river
dredging needed
for economic
growth: experts

Staff Correspondent

SUSTAINABLE river dredg-
ing in terms of social, eco-
nomic and environmental
perspectives will play a ma-
jor role in the country’s eco-
nomic growth, said experts
in an online programme on
Saturday.

At the webinar ‘Sustain-
able River Dredging: Chal-
lenges and Way forward’
arranged by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry. they urged the gov-
ernment to reduce import
duty, tax and value-added
tax on import of heavy
dredging machinery and to
give adequate budget for the
river management.

Experts also identified
some major issues like green
transportation or waterways,
river training, capacity build-
ing and lack of master plan
that should be addressed on
a priority basis.

State minister for ship-
ping Khalid Mahmud
Chowdhury joined the we-
binar as chief guest.

He said that there were
limitations and challenges to
manage the country’'s rivers
through efficient dredging as
these are natural assets but
the country has to overcome
them all.

‘We have a plan to make
10,000 kilometres of inland
river ways navigable. The
government is relentlessly
working on sustainable river
dredging both in the form of
capital ing and mainte-
nance dredging and 35 more
dredgers will be procured
soon,’ said Khalid.

As per the delta plan, the
government is firmly com-
mitted to developing the riv-
erine system in the country,
he said, adding ‘To material-
ise the plan, we have invited
the private sector to come
forward with more invest-
ments for development.’

THE OUTSPOKEN DAILY

DCCI president Rizwan Rah-
man said that it was the high
time to improve the water-
ways for economic develop-
ment of the country.

Inland water transport
has a great economic im-
pact. But lack of mainte-
nance, weakening upstream
flow and human interven-
tions are some of the com-
mon problems for declining
navigable waterways,” he
said,

He urged the government
to bring river dredging pro-
grammes to fast-track devel-
opment projects with larger
waterway infrastructure
budget to ensure sustainable
development of waterways.

Brac University professor
emeritus Ainun Nishat pre-
sented the kevnote paper.

He said that a sustainable

master plan was to be pre-
d for rivers so that econ-
omy could be benefited.
Water resources senior
secretary Kabir Bin Anwar
and former FBCCI presi-
dent Shafiul Islam Mohiud-
din joined as special guests
while DCCI senior vice-
president NKA Mobin and
BIWTA chairman Golam
Sadeque, among other, also
spoke on the occasion.
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ovt plans to turn
10,000km river
ways navigable

Says State Minister for Shipping Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury,
laying stress on sustainable dredging of rivers

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

The government is working to make
10,000 kilometres inland river ways nav-
igable as per its delta plan, said State
Minister for Shipping Khalid Mahmud
Chowdhury.

He said the capacity of the Mongla
port has been increased manifold,
which reduces the pressures on Chit-
tagong seaport.

“We have limitations and challenges
too. But we have to manage our rivers
through an efficient dredging system.
The river ways are our natural assets,”
the state minister said at a webinar on
Saturday.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) organized the webinar
titled “Sustainable River Dredging:

Challenges and Way Forward.”

Khalid Mahmud said, “The govern-
ment is relentlessly working on sustain-
able river dredging both in forms of
capital and maintenance dredging.
Thirty-five more will be procured
soon.”

According to the delta plan, the gov-
ernment will develop the country’s
riverine system improving their navi-
gability.

He invited more private investments
under the public-private partnership
project (PPP) system.

Former president of Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce
and Industry (FBCCI) Md. Shafiul Is-
lam Mohiuddin called for better coordi-
nation among the stakeholders like the
BIWTA, Water Development Board,

ministry and private sector.

According to him, unplanned dredg-
ing might event Kill the rivers instead of
saving them.

He laid stress on expansion of green
transportation as a cheaper, safer and
faster mode.

Mohiuddin urged the government to
reduce tax and VAT on dredging ma-
chineries and equipment.

He called upon to remove inconsis-
tencies in policies to build confidence
among the private sector investors and
adisciplined tender system.

Senior Secretary at the Ministry of
Water Resources Kabir Bin Anwar em-
phasised the need to develop a holistic
approach for a sustainable maritime
system.

See page Biz-3

“We need 500 dredgers, but we now have only 150-156
dredgers,” he said.
“The government has taken a number of projects to
excavate different water bodies including rivers for their
better navigability,” he said.
Professor Ainun Nishat, an eminent expert on river sys-
tem, presentad the Keynote paper.
He emphasised that the dredging should be done in a
sustainable manner as the rivers not only carry water but

also life.

DCCI president Rizwan Rahman said, “It is high time to
improve the waterways for the sake of the country’s econo-

my”

He identified lack of maintenance, weakening upstream
flow and human interventions as some of the common fac-
tors responsible for the declining navigability of rivers,

Abu Saleh Khan, executive director at the Institute of

Water Modelling (IWM), called for training of dredgers for
skill development and capacity building.

He also stressed the need for a post-dredging evaluation
system. M A Jabbar, managing director of DBL Group, said
lack of transparency, planning, knowledge sharing issues
and implementation are some of the major challenges,
which need a long-term strategy.

Robert Hennessy, vice president of Group Civil
Engineering, PSA International Pte Ltd. said the river net-
works in Bangladesh are still an untapped asset for the
country.

“River ways are cost effective, cheaper and it reduces
pressure on land roads. Bangladesh needs adequate sus-
tainable capacity for larger vessels to come into the water-
ways,” Hennessy said.

Commodore Golam Sadeque, chairman of BIWTA, said,
government will establish a training institute in
Naravanganj.

According to him, at least 1.5 percent of GDP allocation
in budget will bring better outcome in the sector. The cur-
rent allocation is 0.4 percent of the GDP.

DCCI senior vice president N K A Mobin, FCS, FCA,
director Khairul Majid Mahmud and managing director of
Energypac Ltd. and DCCI Convener Nurul Akter also spoke
in the webinar
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Businesspeople
demand tax cut
on dredgers

Staff Correspondent

Business leaders urged the government
to make the waterways of the country
sustainable through proper dredging as
river routes are cost-effective, environ-
ment-friendly and have great economic
potentials.

Business leaders said the call in
a webinar titled “Sustainable River
Dredging: Challenges and Way For-
ward” organised by the Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
on Saturday.

“It is important to monitor the exe-
cution of both capital and maintenance
dredging through a real-time monitor-
ing system,” said DCCI President Ri-
zwan Rahman.

Bangladesh once had 24,000 km
first-class waterways which dwindle
down to 6,000 km in monsoon and
3,600 km... and it affects the economic
and ecological state of the country, the
DCCI president said.

“To ensure sustainable development
of waterways, the national budget has
to rationalise import duty, VAT and AIT
on dredging machineries and bring riv-
er dredging programme into Fast-track
development projects” Rizwan added.

“Private and foreign investors need to
be encouraged with more fiscal and pol-
icy incentives for bringing state-of-the-
art technology here,” he said further.

“Government is relentlessly working
on sustainable river dredging both in
the form of capital dredging and mainte-
nance dredging and 35 more dredgers will
be procured soon,” said Khalid Mahmud
Chowdhury, state minister for shipping.

“As per the delta plan, the govern-
ment is firmly committed to develop the
riverine system in the country and to
materialise the plan, he invited the pri-
vate sector to come forward with more
investments even in the PPP format,”
he said.

Former FBCCI President Md Shafiul
Islam MP urged upon to create better
coordination among the stakeholders

like BIWTA, Water Development Board,
ministry and the private sector.

“Unplanned dredging may kill riv-
ers,” he said.

Ainun Nishat, Professor Emeritus,
BRAC University presented the keynote
paper.

“Private sector can play a major
role in dredging operation. The current
practice of dredging operations, both
capital and maintenance, needs to be
evaluated, urgently. To create skilled
manpower, he urged for establishing
a river training institute. The PPP can
be a useful model for river dredging,
sand extraction, land recovery, land ac-
cretion and land reclamation,” Nishat
said.

“We need 500 dredgers but we have
150-156 dredgers in hand,” informed
Kabir Bin Anwar, senior secretary, Min-
istry of Water Resources.

“Inland water transport tariffs on
cargo are below Tk 1 per ton-km where-
as for the road it is Tk 4.5 per ton-km.
For cargo freight movement in Bangla-
desh, the road is used by 8o per cent
whereas waterways are used by only
16 per cent. For better maximum use of
the waterways, he suggested allocating
at least 1.5 per cent of GDP in the budget
which is 0.4 per cent right at this mo-
ment,” Commodore Golam Sadeque,
Chairman BIWTA said.

DCCI Senior Vice President N K A
Mobin, DCCI Director Khairul Majid
Mahmud, Managing Director of Ener-
gypac Ltd and DCCI Convener Nurul
Akter also spoke on the occasion.
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Experts for sustainable
river dredging

Business Desk

Experts in a virtual discussion have raised
some important issues, namely green trans-
portation on waterways, river training, ca-
pacity building, sustainable dredging, lack
of a master plan, VAT and tax reduction, ad-
equate budget for river management, and
setting up a river training institute.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (DCCI) organised the webinar ti-
tled 'Sustainable River Dredging: Chal-
lenges and Way forward' on Saturday,

President Rizwan Rahman chaired and
moderated the webinar.

Mr Rahman in his opening remark said
Bangladesh is a riverine country and water-
ways play a diverse role in its economy. The
number of rivers in Bangladesh is being re-
duced due to siltaion and reduction of
streamflow that affects waterways as the
cheapest means of transportation. Inland
water transport has a great economic im-
pact. "It is high time we improve the water-
ways for the sake of both industrial and so-
cioeconomic development of the country as

said a press release. State Minister for
Shipping Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury
joined the discussion as the chief guest.
Former president of FBCCI Md Shafiul Is-
lam (Mohiuddin) and Kabir Bin Anwar, Se-
nior Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources
joined the event as the special guests. DCCI

Bangladesh is poised to become a develop-
ing country by 2026", he said. The 24,000 km
waterwavs were reduced to 6,000 km in
monsoon and 3,600 km during the lean peri-
od due to the dynamic characteristics of the
rivers and its effect falls into the economic
and ecological state of the country, he added.
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Experts for sustainable river dredging, management for

DHAKA, July 31, 2021 (BSS) - Experts at a webinar loday identified green
transportation or waterways, river training, capacity building, sustainable dredging
in terms of social, economic and environmenlal perspective as some of the key
issues towards sustainable waterways management and thus ensuring economic
advancement in the country

They also highlighted lack of master plan, reduction of tax and VAT, adequate
budget for river management, and having proper river training institute for
materializing the vision of sustainable waterways.

The speakers discussed these at a Webinar on "Sustainable River Dredging:
Challenges and Way forward" organized by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCC) today.

Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury, MP, State Minister for Shipping joined the webinar as
the chief guest while Md. Shafiul Istam (Mohiuddin), MP, Former President, FBCCI
and Kabir Bin Anwar, Senior Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources joined it as
special guests. DCC| President Rizwan Rahman chaired and moderated the
webinar, said a DCCI press release.

Khalid Mahmud Chowdhury said the governmant has bean putting due amphasis
on river management according to the delta plan.

"We have been successful to bring transparency in this sector, especially in the
tendering process. We have a plan to make 10,000 km inland river ways
navigable,” he said.

He said the current capacity of Mongla Port has been increased manifold and it
has eased the pressure on Chittagong port.

"We have limitations and challenges, bul we musl have to manage our rivers
through efficient dredging as these are our natural assets,” he said

The State Minister said the government is relentlessly working on sustainable river
dredging both in the form of capital dredging and maintenance dredging and 35
more dredgers will be procured soon.

As per the deita plan, he said the government is firmly committed to develop the
riverine system in the country.

To materialize the plan, Khalid invited private sector 1o come forward with more
invesiments even in the PPP format.

Md. Shafiul Islam (Mohiuddin), MP, Former President, FBCCI called for creating
better coordination among the stakeholders like BIWTA, water development board,
Ministry and private sector.

Noting that unplanned dredging may kill the rivers, Shafiul suggested to utilize
green lransportation as it is cheaper, faster and safer.

Shafiul also requested to reduce Tax and VAT on dredging machineries &
equipments and urged upon lo remove inconsistencies in the policy to create
private sector confidence.

Considering to be in line with the delta plan, he also stressed on disciplined
tendering method.

Regarding imposed Tax and VAT, he requested NBR and Ministry of Finance lo
reconsider reduction of VAT and tax issues in this sector,

Kabir Bin Anwar, Senior Secretary, Ministry of Water Resources said, "We need a
holistic approach for a sustainable maritime system. Presently we need 500
dredgers, but we have 150-156 dredgers in hand,"

*For capacity building still we are far behind. Maintenance dredging and capital
dradging ara in progress, but it should be expedited in an efficient and skilled
manner." He added.

Kabir said the government has taken various projects to excavate rivers, Haors,
Baors and Bils in the country for better navigability while the government is
planning to establish a hydrological training and research institute.

He also invited private sector to come forward for capital dredging underscoring
importance on closer cooperation between BIWTA and Water Development Board.

Ainun Nishat, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, BRAC University presented the keynote
paper.
He said there are two types of dredging like maintenance dredging and capital

dredging and a Master Plan needs to b prepared for river and khal dredging in
Bangladesh.

Nishat also said that dredging should be done in a sustainable manner so that
economy can be benefited as rivers not only carry water but these also carry life.

“For an efficient river managemenlt, special emphasis must be put on mainienance
dredging. Private sector can play a major role in dredging operation,” he added.

He also underscored importance of investments on dradging and de-siltation
works while current practice of dredging operations, both capital and maintenance,

needs to be evaluated, urgently.

To create skilled manpower, Nishat urged for establishing river training institute as
Private dredging operators must be trained on sustainability issues.

"PPP can be a useful model for River dredging, sand extraction, land recovery,
land accretion and land reclamation. Rules and guidelines for sand dredging from
river beds should be updated and followed strictly.” He added.

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman in his opening remarks said Bangladesh is a
rivering country and waterways play a diverse role in the economy of Bangladesh.

"It is high time to improve the waterways for the sake of both industrial and
socioeconomic development of the country as Bangladesh is poised to become a
developing country by 2026, he said.

Rizwan said the 24 000 km waterways coma down to 6,000 km in monsoon and
3,600 km during lean period due to dynamic characteristics of the rivers and its
effact falls into the economic and ecological state of the country,

The DCCI Praesident said to ensure sustainable development of waterway, the
naticnal budget has lo rationalize Import duty, Vat and AIT to reduce total tax
incidence to import heavy dredging machinery and bring river dredging
programme into Fast-track development projects with larger waterway
infrastructure budget.

"Private and foraign investment nead to be encouraged with more fiscal and policy
incentives for bringing state of the art technology here.” he added.

Abu Saleh Khan, Executive Director, Institute of Water Modelling (IWM), M A
Jabhar, Managing Director, DBL Group, Rabert Hennessy, Vice President, Goup
Civil Engineering, PSA Intemational Pte Lid., Commodore Golam Sadeque also
spoke.

DCCI Senior Vice President N K A Mobin gave the vote of thanks. DCCI Director
Khairul Majid Mahmud, Managing Director of Energypac Ltd. and DCCl's
Convencr Nurul Akter also spoke on the occasion.
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