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(Top, from left) DCCI President Rizwan Rahman, BUET Vice Chancellor Prof. Satya Prasad Majumder, Pro-
Vice Chancellor of Bangladesh University of Professionals M Abul Kashem Mozumder and other distin-
guished persons take part in a webinar on 'Industry and Academia Linkage: Role of Academia' organised by

the Dhaka Chamber of C

& Ind

try (DCCI) on Saturday

Focus on industry-academia linkage

Develop HR matching industry needs

FE REPORT

Speakers at a

programme on
Saturday suggested the industries to
work closely with academia to create
human resource (HR) having specific
skill sets that would match with the cur-
rent and future demand of companies.

Apart from creating required work-
force, they also emphasised on better
industry-academia linkage for commercialisation of

researches and innovations.

The suggestions came at a webinar on "Industry and
Academia Linkage: Role of Academia”, organised by the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) with its
president Rizwan Rahman in the chair.

Vice Chancellor of Bangladesh University of Engineering
and Technology (BUET) Professor Satya Prasad Majumder,
Vice Chancellor of American International University
Bangladesh (AIUB) DR Carmen Z Lamagna, Pro-Vice
Chancellor of Bangladesh University of Professionals (BUP)

Continued from page 8 col. 4

Mentioning that alumni of
universities can play signifi-
cant role in fundraising for
their respective institutions,
the BUET VC said, "With
the help of former students
and other fundraisers, BUET
has taken an initiative to set
up Al IOT, 5G, Robotics lab
to meet future demands for
skilled engineers."

He also said an academic
body was also formed at the
engineering university to
modernise curriculum as
per the global trends of edu-
cation.

The DCCT president said
that to encourage private
financing to academia, the
government should waive
tax on research and innova-
tion funding like many
developed countries.

He also said industries

should also advertise about
what types of skilled work-
force they need for specific
companies and such initia-
tive will motivate students
to acquire those skill sets,
About the skills mis-
match of jobseekers, Mr
Rahman said the d4th
Industrial revolution-led
technological progress, digi-
tisation, SDG centric eco-
nomic transformation and
industrial automation will
axe many traditional low-
skilled, repetitive jobs.
Besides, due to scarcity of
local experts, the foreigners
dominate numerous techni-
cal and managerial posi-
tions of major industries
and corporate firms leading
substantial remittance out-
flow from Bangladesh.
Presenting example of
Chinese engineering educa-
tion, he said China became

Speakers tell webinar,
put emphasis on
research and
innovation

M Abul Kashem Mozumder, and Special
Adviser (Board of Trustees) & Dean ol

University of Liberal Arts (ULAB)
Professor Imran Rahman spoke at the
programme while DCCI senior vice pres-
ident NKA Mobin gave the vote of
thanks

Prof Majumder said that Bangladesh

can learn from countries like USA,

Japan, South Korea and some European
nations on how the business community works with acade-
mia to conduct precise researches for industries.

Proper funding from both public and private sources is
required for quality researches and innovations at the uni-
versities while the university authorities should also mod-
ernise curricula in accordance with contemporary and
future needs of industries, he said.

He also urged the government and private sector to con-
sider funding researches as a long term investment.

the signatory of "Washington
Accord' in 2013, which
enabled Chinese
Undergraduate engineering
degrees to be ‘outcome-
based' qualification,

This transformation has
become one of the critical
factors contributing to the
China's industrial moderni-
sation which can be a learn-
ing point for local policy-
makers, he added.

He also suggested intro-
ducing a blended Outcome-
bascd-Education  (OBE)
system encompassing class-
room and laboratory-based
learning with industrial ori-
entation at engineering and
non-engineering education

across the board.
Establishing STEM
(Science, Technology,

Engineering and Math)
Research Universities to
create quality graduates and

Continued to page 7 Col. 2
Knowledge Parks can alsi
resolve the unemploymen
crisis, he said.

In a presentation, D
Lamagna said unemploy
ment rate in Bangladesh i
about 4.37 per cent and a
least half of them are uni
versity graduates,

The industry and acade
mia gap constitutes of cur
riculum mismatch with th
industry standard, lack o
working environment fo
interns, academics withou

industry exposure, sh
added.
The government ca

arrange financial incen
tives, policy regulations
guidance and support an
infrastructure developmen
to foster industry-academi;
collaboration, she added.

Prof Imran said linkag
between industry and aca
demia needs joint initiativ
while universities shouli
modernise the method o
teaching.

Referring to the thre
aspects of education-teach
ing, resecarch and caree
placement, he said that as;
whole academia needed t
redesign curriculum in lin
with the demand of 41F
and market demand.

The most importan
thing is research & innova
tion in which industry ca
join hands to inject neces
sary funds by considering i
as an investment, he added
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Education should be
skill-oriented

Speakers say at a webinar
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be shill-onented wath an emphass on
lechnology,  imhovation,  slarmups  and
entreprencunhip development, according
o speakers 4 a webinar

“The countrv’s pradustes ase sruggeling
o sexure joln o  the coaventsonal
education lacks shall-onentanon in
line with industry demands,” sadd Riowan
Rabinan, F i of the [haka {hamber
of Commerce & Industry (IMOCT).

"As a resull, foregners dominate the
technical and managenal posithons in key
industiies and corporations,  keading 1o
a =substaniial ouiflow of reminance”™ he
added.

Participants of yesterday's webinar,
syled “Industry and Acadermia Linkage:
Role of Acsdemia® agreed that loral
unrverlics  should integrate  ndustry-
related content in their underproduate
programmes o prepare vodents fod the
jooks market.

Industry-acalernia  collabovation  in
the LIS, EL] and South Korea could '
grest emamples in thas regard ™ sakd Prod

ek il W
He dlso  undenoored the importande
of redesigning the cumiculom with an
emphasis  on  wochnology,  mnovation,
baminess incubation and entrepreneurship
development

W Abul Kehem Mosumder, pro-vice
dhancellon of the Hanglsdesh Liniversiny of
Profesionaly. sadd students need training
farilities to conduct research

"Uiniversities should mainly foous on
teaching research and entreprensunshp
development.” he added

Echoing the same v Carmen 7

Lamagna, vice chancellon of the American

“The country’s
graduates are struggling
to secure jobs as the
conventional education
system ladks skill-
orientation in line with
industry demands,”
said Rizwvan Rahman,
president of Dhala
Chamber of Commerce
& Industry

Sarya Prasad Magomder, vice chancellor of
the BEangladesh University of Engincenng
aind Technology (Bud)

Sapamider called upon hoth pubdic and
poivate secor entithcs 10 amange adeguate
funding for reseanch and innovation.

RILALD MCIRI CHN TS

interrational  Uniwesity of Hangladesh,
saidd the govermiment coukd arrange financial
incentives.  policy segulstions.  guidande,
support. and infrastruciuee development 1o
fosder (ndustry-academia collaboration

Prof lmvan Bahman, dean o the
University of Liberal Aris langladesh, sald
universities  ahould  modemive  teaching
merthisds

“There are theee aspects of education
- seaching rescarch and career placement
~ it a3 3 whole, we need 1o redesign outr
cwmiculum in line with the dth indusirial
rovolution and cureent matket demands”
he sddided
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‘Due to technological ad-
vancement and industrial
transformation, automation
will axe manv occupa-
tions with low-skilled and
repetitive jobs but on the
other hand, to remain com-
petitive globally we need to
identify the skills gap and
readiness,” the DCCI presi-
dent said.

Bangladesh is blessed
with a demographic divi-
dend of 44 million work-
ing age people but gradu-
ates are struggling on the
job market as our conven-
tional education system
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RESEARCH, INNOVATION

Academics,
businesses for

adequate funding

Staff Correspondent

ACADEMICS and business
leaders on Saturday urged
the government to provide
adequate funding to sup-
port research and innova-
tion to face the challenges
of industrial transformation
as low-skilled people would
face job losses due to auto-
mation.

At a webinar ‘Industry
and Academia Linkage: Role
of Academia’ organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, they
said that universities could
integrate  industry-related
contents in the undergradu-
ate programmes to orient
on industrial state to make
them ready for meeting in-
dustrial challenges.

Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technel-
ogy vice-chancellor Satva
Prasad Majumder said that
redesigning the curriculum
emphasising on technology,
innovation, business incu-
bation, start-ups and entre-
preneurship  development
was crucial to addressing
the future challenges.

He said that industry-ac-
ademia collaboration in the
United States, Europe and
South Korea could be the
example and Bangladesh

lacks skill-orientation in
line with the industry de-
mands, he said.

‘Consequently, foreign-
ers dominate in the tech-
nical and managerial posi-
tions of our key industries
and corporate firms leading
to substantial remittance
outflow from Bangladash,’
Rizwan added.

M Abul Kashem Mozum-
der, pro-vice-chancellor of
Bangladesh University of
Professionals, emphasised
representation of indus-
tries in the university gov-
erning body, syndicate and
senate.

DCCI
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needed to adopt short- and
long-termx planning on the
issuea.

Satva Prasad called upon
both the government and
the private sactor to come
up with adeqguate funding
for research and innovation.

He also said that industry
representation in the aca-
demic council and advisory
board of universities could
help minimise the gap be-
tween the industry and the
academia.

DCCI president Rizwan
Rahman emphasised re-
search-based  universities
with a special focus on sci-
ence, technology. engineer-
ing and mathematics.

He said that universities
could integrate industry-
related contents in the un-
dergraduate programmes to
orient on industrial state to
make them ready for meet-
ing industnal challenges.
Continued on Page 11 Col. 5

For research and devel-
opment, he said, there is a
lack of necessary funding
but to get adequate fund-
ing, government should
give tax benefits to this pre-
cious investment.

Carmen 2 Lamagna,
vica-chancellor of Ameri-
can International Universi-
ty of Bangladesh, said that
the industry and academia
gap was constituted of
problems like curriculum
mismatch with the indus-
try standards, lack of work-
ing environment for interns
and academics without in-
dustry exposure,

‘The government should
arrange financial incen-
tives, policy regulations,
guidance and support and
infrastructure devalop-
ment to foster industry-
academia  collaboration,’
she said.

Imran Rahman, spacial
adviser to the University
of Liberal Arts Bangladesh,
said the linkage between
industry and academia
needed joint initiatives.

‘We need to redesizn our
curriculum in line with
the demand of the 4th in-
dustrial revolution and the
market,” he said.
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Tax-free investment
in education
research urged

EDUCATION - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Educationists think that the authorities
should change education programmes
in line with the needs of industry to cre-
ate skilled manpower so that depend-
ence on foreign workers decreases.

They also advised a focus on re-
search to address the challenges of the
Fourth Industrial Revolution. Empha-
sising private sector investment to en-
hance research activity at universities,
they also called for keeping this invest-
ment tax free.

Research activity at all levels of edu-
cation needs to be expanded in order to
formulate new education activities and
more emphasis should be placed on
science, technology, and mathematics,
said experts at the webinar, “Coordina-
tion of Industry and Education Sector:
Role of Education Sector,” organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) on Saturday moming.

In his welcome address at the we-
binar, Rizwan Rahman, president of
DCCI, said educated youths are facing
obstacles in getting work as they do not
have the skills required for the industry
after studying in the traditional educa-
tion system.

On the other hand, there is a grow-
ing reliance on foreign nationals for the
use and management of new technolo-
gies. A huge amount of money is going
out of the country in this way.

The business leader emphasised
conducting research at universities,
emphasising the need to coordinate
between industry and education to
change the situation. He also called for
keeping financial assistance from in-
dustries, or investment for research ac-
tivities in the education sector, tax-free.

Professor Satya Prasad Majumder,

vice chancellor of Bangladesh Uni-
versity of Engineering and Technol-
ogy (Buet), Dr Carmen Z Lamagna, vice
chancellor of American International
University-Bangladesh (AIUB), Abul
Kashem Mozumder, pro vice-chancellor
of Bangladesh University of Profession-
als (BUP), and Professor Imran Rahman,
special adviser and dean of the Univer-
sity of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (Ulab),
among others, participated at the event.

AIUB Vice Chancellor Dr Carmen Z
Lamagna said, in order to reduce the
existing gaps in the industry and educa-
tion sector, emphasis should be placed

Educationists advised
to focus on research to
address the challenges
of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution

on adopting (raining programmes and
increasing experience exchange. The
government has to play the role of chief
coordinator for the coordination of edu-
cation and industry.

Abul Kashem Mozumder, pro vice-
chancellor of BUP, proposed to include
industry representatives in the election
of senate and syndicate members of
public universities for the coordination
of industry and education sectors.

BUET Vice Chancellor, Professor
Satya Prasad Majumder, said, “The
long-term integration of education
and industry has played an important
role in achieving industrialisation and
economic growth in the developed and
developing countries of the world. We
must follow that path too.”
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Stress on more research
funds, skills-based
curriculum

rvorr STAFF CORRESPONDENT .

Vice chancellors and business leaders laid emphasis on
pouring sufficient funds both by the government and pri-
vate sector in the field of research and innovation.

They also want to reduce gap between industry and aca-
demia in terms of output-based curriculum development
and generating industry-needed skills. Speaking at the

event styled as “Industry and Academia

Linkage: Role of Academia” on Saturday,
Prof Satya Prasad Majumder, Vice
Chancellor of BUET, said that the industry-
academia collaboration in the USA, Europe
and South Korea could be the example for
Bangladesh.

"We need to adopt short and long term
planning, and for technological innovation
and research, necessary funding is a must,”
he emphasized.

Prof Majumader also called upon both
government and private sector to take the
initiative of ensuring adequate fund for the
field. He underscored the importance of
redesigning the curriculum emphasizing
on technology innovation, business incuba-
tion, startups and entrepreneurship devel-
opment.

M Abul Kashem Mozumder, Pro-Vice
Chancellor, Bangladesh University of
Professionals, the universities mainly focus
on teaching, research and entrepreneurship
development whereas the students also
need training and facilities to conduct
research.

He put emphasis on representation of
industries in the university governing body,
syndicate and senate.

For research and development, he said,
“There is alack of necessary funding, but to
get adequate funding, the government
should give tax benefits to this precious
investment.” Dr Carmen Z Lamagna, Vice
Chancellor of American International
University of Bangladesh said the industry
and academia gap leads to problems like a
curriculum failing to industry’s needs, lack
of working environment for interns and
academics without industry exposure.

She said the government could provide
financial incentives, policy support, guid-

See page Biz-3

ance and infrastructure to foster industry-
academia collaboration.

Rizwan Rahman, President of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI), urged the universities to integrate
syllabus the fulfill industry requirements at
the undergraduate level.

He suggested updating the university
curriculum incorporating the best practices
followed in best western and regional uni-
versities. “For this, collective efforts by the
UGC and universities is needed,” he said.

He underscored the importance of
research-based universities with a special
focus on science, technology, engineering
and maths. In addition, Prof Imran
Rahman, Special Advisor (Board of
Trustees) and Dean, University of Liberal
Arts Bangladesh (ULAB), put stress on an
industry-academia joint initiative for devel-
opment of the sector.

“As a whole, we need to redesign our cur-
riculum in line with the demand of fourth
industrial revolution and market demand,”
he added.
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Demand for linking industry with
academia to stay competitive

Business Correspondent

Educationists, exporters and traders at a
webinar on Saturday observed that the link-
age between industry and the academia is a
must to remain competitive in this modern
world.

Organised by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) the webinar
was spoken by Prof. Satya Prasad Majumder,
Vice Chancellor, BUET, M Abul Kashem
Mozumder, Ph.D., Pro-Vice Chancellor,
Bangladesh University of Professionals, Dr.
Carmen 7 Lamagna, Vice Chancellor,
American International University of
Bangladesh and Prof. Imran Rahman, Special
Advisor (Board of Trustees) & Dean, University
of Liberal Arts Bangladesh and DCCI
President Rizwan Rahman.

should modernize the teaching method.
There are three aspects of education that are
teaching, research and career placement. But
as a whole we need to redesign our curricu-
lum in line with the demand of 4th industrial
revolution and market demand."

Due to technological advancement and
industrial transformation, automation will
axe many occupations with low-skilled, repet-
itive jobs, but to remain competitive globally
the country needs need to identify the skills
gap and readiness.

This was observed by Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) President
Rizwan Rahman at a webinar on "Industy
and Academia Linkage: Role of Academia"
held on Saturday.

DCCI President also said that Bangladesh is
blessed with a demographic dividend of 44

Dhani Dwec tor DCT

Prof. Satya Prasad Majumder said:
"Industry-academia collaboration in the USA,
Europe and South Korea can be the example
for us. Moreover, we need to adopt short and
long term planning. For technological innova-
tion, research and necessary funding for it are
amust." He called upon both the government
and private sector to come up with adequate
funding for research and innovation.

Prof M Abul Kashem Mozumder said:
"Students need training and facilities to do
research. Universities mainly focus on teach-
ing, research and entrepreneurship develop-
ment. He emphasized on representation of
industries in the university governing body,
syndicate and senate.

Dr. Carmen Z Lamagna said unemploy-
ment rate is 4,37 per cent in Bangladesh. She
said that the industry and academia gap con-
stitutes of curriculum mismatch with the
industry standard, lack of working environ-
ment for interns, academics without industry
exposure etc. She also urged on research and
advanced training. Government can arrange
financial incentives, policy regulations, guid-
ance and support and infrastructure develop-
ment to foster industry-academia collabora-
tion, she added.

Prof. Imran Rahman said: "Universities

million working age people but graduates are
struggling in the job market as our conven-
tional education system lacks skill-orientation
in line with the industry demands.

Consequently, foreigners dominate in the
technical, managerial positions of our key
industries and corporate firms leading to sub-
stantial remittance outflow from Bangladesh.

The Global Innovation Index 2020 ranked
Bangladesh 116th of 131 economies in inno-
vation indicator while, India 48th and Nepal,
Pakistan and Sri Lanka were ahead of
Bangladesh.

University-industry collaboration has
emerged as a means to elevate the country
competitiveness in terms of developing able
human resources and innovation ecosystem.

Universities can integrate industry-related
contents in the undergraduate programmes
to orient on industrial state to make them
ready for meeting industrial challenges.

He also suggested for updating the
University curriculum incorporating the best
practices followed in best Western and region-
al universities. And for that Collective initia-
tive of UGC and University is needed. He also
underscored the importance of research
based universities with a special focus to sci-
ence, technology, engineering and math.



Speakers for more investment in R&D in
universities

DHAKA, April 24,2021 (BSS) - Speakers at a webinar today called for harnessing more
investment in the research and development (R&D) in the country’s universities in order to
remain competitive globally.

They made the call at the webinar of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
titled "Industry and Academia Linkage: Role of Academia” held today.

Prof. Satya Prasad Majumder, Vice Chancellor, BUET, M Abul Kashem Mozumder, Pro-Vice
Chancellor, Bangladesh University of Professionals, Dr. Carmen Z Lamagna, Vice Chancellor,
American International University of Bangladesh and Prof. Imran Rahman, Special Advisor
(Board of Trustees) & Dean, University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh joined as special
discussants.

Prof. Satya Prasad Majumder, Vice Chancellor, BUET said industry-academia collaboration in
the USA, Europe and South Korea can be the example for Bangladesh.

"Moreover, we need to adopt short and long term planning. For technological innovation,
research and necessary funding for it are must,” he said.

He called upon both the government and private sector to come up with adeguate funding
for research and innovation.

Prof Satya also underscored the importance of redesigning the curriculum emphasizing on
technology, innovation, business incubation, startups and entrepreneurship development,

He also said that industry representation in the academic council and advisory board of
universities would minimize the gap between industry and academia.

M Abul Kashem Mozumder, Pro-Vice Chancellor of Bangladesh University of Professionals
said that students need training and facilities to do research.

Universities mainly focus on teaching, research and entrepreneurship development. He
emphasized on representation of industries in the university governing body, syndicate and
senate.

For research and development, he said there is a lack of necessary funding, but to get
adequate funding, government should give tax benefits to this precious investment.

Dr. Carmen Z Lamagna, Vice Chancellor, American International University said that the
industry and academia gap constitutes of curriculum mismatch with the industry standard,
lack of working environment for interns, academics without industry exposure etc.

She also urged on research and advanced training. "Government can arrange financial
incentives, policy regulations, guidance and support and infrastructure development to
foster industry-academia collaboration,"she added.

Prof. Imran Rahman, Special Advisor (Board of Trustees) & Dean, University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh said linkage between industry and academia needs joint initiative.

"Universities should modernize the teaching method. There are three aspects of education
that are teaching, research and career placement,” he added.

Imran said, "But as a whole we need to redesign our curriculum in line with the demand of
4th industrial revolution and market demand. Most important thing is research & innovation
and for that, industry can join hands to inject necessary fund for research considering it as
an investment,”

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman said due to technological advancement and industrial
transformation, automation would axe many occupations with low-skilled, repetitive jobs.

"But, on the other hand, to remain competitive globally we need to identify the skills gap
and readiness,” he added.

Rizwan said universities can integrate industry-related contents in the undergraduate

programmes to orient on industrial state to make them ready for meeting industrial
challenges.

He also suggested for updating the University curriculum incorporating the best practices
followed in best Western and regional universities.

“And for that Collective initiative of UGC and University is needed.” He said.

The DCCI President also underscored the importance of research based universities with a
special focus to science, technology, engineering and math.
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Huge gap between education and the
demands of the job market
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Speakers at a webinar urged for tax exemptions on investment in academic
research and development

Though Bangladesh is blessed with a demographic dividend of 44 million working-age people,
graduates struggle In the job market as the conventional education system Is not skills-oriented,
said Rizwan Rahman.

Rizwan, the president of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry {DCCI), also said that
due to technological advancement and industrial transfarmation, automation will axe many low-
skilled jobs,

So, to remain globally competitive, Bangladesh needs to identify the gap between real-world
skills-and academic education, he said on Saturday at a webinar titled *Industry and Academia
Linkage: Role of Academia,” organized by the DCCI

“Forelgners dominate in the technical and managerial positions of our key Industries and
corporate firms, leading to substantial remittance outflow from Bangladesh,” Rizwan =aid,
suggesting that university curriculums be updated by incorporating the best practices followed
in best western and regional universities.

“And that requires a collective initiative by the University Granis Commission (UGC) and
universities” he added.

Rizwan underscored the importance of research-based universities with a special focus on
science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM)

Speakers at the webinar also urged for tax exemptions on investment in academic research and
developmeant.

Professor Satya Prasad Majumder, vice chancellor of BUET, sald Bangladesh can follow the
industry-academia collaboration practices prevalent in the US, Europe, and South Korea

“We need to adopt short and long-term plans. For technological innovation and research,
funding is a must.” he said.

He called upon bath the government and privale sector to come up with adequate funding for
research and Innovation.

Majumder also underscored the importance of redesigning the cumiculum emphasizing on
technology. innovation, business incubation, start-ups and entrepreneurship development.
“Industry representation in the academic council and advisory board of universities will
minimize the skills gap betweean industry and academia” ke further said

M Abul Kashem Mozumder, pro-vice chancelior of the Bangladesh University of Professionals,
said there is a lack of necessary funding for research initiatives.

“To get adequate funding, the government should give tax benefits to this precious investment,”
he added.

Dr Carmen Z Lamagna, vice chancellor of American International University of Bangladesh
(AIUE), sald the gap between industry and academia constitute curriculum mismatch with the
Industry standard, lack of a working environment for interns, and academics without industry
ExXposure.

She said the government can arrange financial incentives. policy regulations, guidance and
suppart, and infrastructure development to foster industry-academia collaboration,

Professor Imran Rahman, dean of the Unlversity of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAE) School of
Business, sald the linkage between industry and academia needs a joint initiative.

“There are three aspects of education — teaching, research and career placement. But the most
impartant one is research and innovation. And for that, the industry ¢an join hands to inject
necessary funds for research, consldering it as an investment,” he added,

Bangladesh ranked 112th out of 138 countries on the Global Knowladge Index published in
December last year by the United Nations Development Pregramme and the Mohammed bin
Rashid Al Maktoum Knowledge Foundation

On the index, Bangladesh ranked 117th with a score of 43.9 in the pre-university education
category while in the higher education sector, the country ranked 129th with a score of 24.1,

Amang seven categories, Bangladesh ranked best in the technical and vocational education and
training sector by securing the §9th position with a score of 40,

The country also ranked 96th with a score of 16.4 In the research, development and Innovation
category; 97th with a score 43.1 In the information and communications technology (ICT)
category; 114th with a score of 31.5 in the economy category; and 115th with 2 score of 46.4 in
the general enabling environment category.
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Business Desk

Experts in a webinar on Saturday
observed that due to technological
advancement and industrial transfor-
mation, automation will axe many occu-
pations with low-gkilled, repetitive jobs
but on the other hand, to remain compet-
itive globally we need to identify the skills
gap and readiness,

They said that Bangladesh is blessed
with a demographic dividend of 44
million working age people but gradu-
ates are struggling in the job market as
our conventional education system lacks
skill-orientation in line with the industry
demands. Consequently, foreigners
dominate in the technical, managerial
positions of our key industries and corpo-
rate firms leading to substantial remit-
tance outflow from Bangladesh.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCT) arranged the webinar
on “Industry and Academia Linkage:
Role of Academia”

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman,
while presenting keynote paper in the
webinar mentioned that the Global
Innovation Index 2020 ranked
Bangladesh 116th of 131 economies in
innovation indicator while, India 48th
and Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka were
ahead of us. “University-industry collab-
oration hasemerged as a means to elevate
the country competitiveness in terms of
developing able human resources and
innovation ecosystem, Universities can
integrate industry-related contents in the
undergraduate programmes to orient on
industrial state to make them ready for
meting industrial challenges”, he added,

He also suggested for updating the
University curriculum incorporating the
best practices followed in best Western
and regional universities. And for that
Collective initiative of UGC and
University is needed.
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Establish research-based varsities
Speakers suggest at DCCI webinar

He also underscored the importance
of research based universities with a
special focus to scienay, technology, engi-
neering and math.

Prot. Satya Prasad Majumder, Vice
Chancellor, BUET, M Abul Kashem
Mozumder, Ph.D., Pro-Vice Chancellor,
Bangladesh University of Professionals,
Dr. Carmen Z Lamagna, Vice Chancellor,
American International University of
Bangladesh and Prof. Imran Rahman,
Special Advisor (Board of Trustees) &
Dean, University of Liberal Arts
Bangladesh joined as spedal discussants.

Prof. Satya Prasad Majumder, Vice
Chancellor, BUET said industry-
academia collaboration in the USA,
Europe and South Korea can be the
example for us. Moreover, we need to
adopt short and long term planning, For
technological innovation, rescarch and

i"‘l P
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necessary funding for it are must, he said.
He called upon both the government
and private sector to come up with
adequate funding for research and inno-
vation. He also underscored the impor-
tance of redesigning the curriculum
emphasizing on technology, innova-
tion, business incubation, startups and
entrepreneurship  development,
Industry representation in the academic
council and advisory board of univer-
sities will minimize the gap between
industry and academia. M Abul
Kashem Mozumder, Ph.D., Pro-Vice
Chancellor, Bangladesh University of
Professionals said that students need
training and facilities to do research.
Universities mainly focus on leaq.hin§
research and entrepreneurship dev
opment, He emphasized on represen-
tation of industries in the university
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governing body, syndicate and senate.
For research and development he said
there is a lack of necessary funding but
to get adequate funding, government
should give tax benefits to this precious
investment.

Dr. Carmen Z Lamagna, Vice
Chancellor, American International
University of Bangladesh said unem-
ployment rate is 4.37% in Bangladesh.
She said that the industry and academia
gap constitutes of currioulum mismatch
with the industry standard, lack of
working environment for interns,
academics without industry exposure
etc, She also urged on research and
advanced training, Government can
arrange financial incentives, policy regu-
lations, guidance and support and infra-
structure development to foster industry-
academia collaboration, she added.
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