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Graduates struggling to

secure employment
Experts say at DCCI webinar
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Graduates are struggling in the
job market as the conventional
education system does not
equip students with the skills
industries demand, according
to Rizwan Rahman, president

of the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and  Industry
(DCCI).

Bangladesh has a labour
force of about 6.35 crore
which is growing at 2.2 per
cent, meaning that there are
around 20 lakh new entrants
every year.

However, 38.6 per cent of
the graduates face unemployment, and it
indicates a mismatch of skills, said Rahman
at a webinar styled, “Industry-Academia
Linkage: The New Frontier”.

Industry-academia collaboration

FROM PAGE B1

“So, the universities should collaborate
with private sector entities to convert our
youth into skilled human capital,” Rahman
said.

In order to do so, internationally
accredited skills development training
programmes should be held, while
research universities that provide high-
quality post-graduation facilities need to
be established.

Rahman suggested that incentives such
as tax exemption should be provided
to the private sector to collaborate with
universities for research and development.

He also called for increasing public
investment in education, research and
skills development.

“We need to change our mindset for
better industry-academia collaboration,”
said Education Minister Dipu Moni.

She urged the private sector to invest
in education for a sustainable and
commercially viable research ecosystem.

COLLECTED

Graduates throw their caps in the air in jubilation, in
front of the Raju Memorial Sculpture on campus.

has emerged as a new means to elevate
the country’s competitiveness in terms
of developing a skilled workforce and

innovation ecosystem.
READ MORE ON B3

“Universities should not focus only
on education and degrees as they have to
provide necessary trainings,” Moni said.

“There is a gap between industry and
academia, and to reduce this gap, we need
mapping to identify skill requirements.”

Despite the devastating socio-economic
impacts of Covid-19, the pandemic has
created many opportunities, and a tripartite
collaboration among industry-academia
and researchers could help reap those
benefits.

Kazi Shahidullah, chairman of the
University Grants Commission; Md Sabur
Khan, chairman of the board of trustees
at Daffodil International University; Syed
Nasim Manzur, managing director at Apex
Footwear; Syed Ferhat Anwar, director of
the Institute of Business Administration
at the University of Dhaka; Anisuzzaman
Talukder, a professor at the Bangladesh
University of Engineering and Technology;
and Tahmina Mostafa, a director of Meghna
Group, were present.
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Chief Guest

Dr. Dipu Moni, MP. Hon'ble Minister, Ministry of Education, GoB
Specizl Guest - Prof. Dr. Kazi Shahidullah, Chairman, University Grants Commission

Saturday, 27 February, 2021

Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni (Top, le

ft) and University Grants Commission Chairman Prof Dr Kazi

Shahidullah (Top, right) attend as chief guest and special guest respectively the webinar styled ‘Industry-
Academia Linkage: The New Frontier' hosted by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) on
Saturday with DCCI President Rizwan Rahman (2nd from left, bottom) in the chair

R&D ecosystem vital to industry-academia link

FE REPORT

Tahmina Binthe Mostafa also spoke.
Daffodil International University

A research and innovation ecosys-
tem is imperative to accelerate the
industry-academia linkage in order to
create sector-specific skilled workforce
in Bangladesh.

Tax incentive for financing research
and development (R&D), spurring
commercialisation of research,
restructuring curriculum and doing
detailed studies can bridge this gap.

Speakers made such observations
and suggestions during a webinar
styled 'Industry-Academia Linkage:
The New Frontier' hosted by the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) on Saturday.

Education minister Dr Dipu Moni

Speakers tell DCCI
webinar

and University Grants Commission
chairman Prof Dr Kazi Shahidullah
spoke as the chief guest and the spe-
cial guest respectively.

DCCI president Rizwan Rahman
chaired the online event.

BUET Centre for Science and
Engineering director Prof Dr
Muhammad Anisuzzaman Talukder,
Dhaka University IBA director Prof Dr
Syed Ferhat Anwar, Apex Footwear
Ltd managing director Syed Nasim
Manzur and Meghna Group director

(DIU) Board of Trustees chairman Dr
Md Sabur Khan presented a keynote.

Dr Moni emphasised a changed
mindset for a better industry-academia
link as both parties sometimes blamed
each other for a mismatch in human
capital.

She urged the private sector to
invest more in the education sector for
a sustainable and commercially viable
research ecosystem,

Universities should not focus on
education and degree only, the minis-
ter said, they have to provide industry-
centric training as well.
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She suggested doing a mapping of
required skills set for the industry to
reduce its gap with the academia.

Socio-economic impacts aside,
Dr Moni said, Covid-19 has created
opportunities like a tripartite collab-
oration among government, indus-
try and academia to develop a
research ecosystem for industriali-
sation.

To support more industry-centric
R&D at academia, Mr Manzur
sought tax incentive for R&D, mod-
ernising the Intellectual Property
Rights (IPR) Act and encouraging
commercialisation of research and
innovation.

"Universities in western countries
like the USA get funds from afflu-
ent people and corporate entities
mainly for tax incentives for R&D
funding which is absent in
Bangladesh," he said.

Funding scarcity is probably not
the only constraint towards doing
research here, Mr Manzur said, it is
rather the absence of a research

ecosystem,
Giving an instance, he said Apex

Footwear contacted the developers of
an eco-friendly biodegradable jute
bag to replace all its shopping bags.

"We persuaded them to sell the
bag, not the technology. After a
year, we came to know that they
were awaiting government funds to
establish a factory for commercial
production."”

"Do you think shareholders of
my company want to wait that
long? Absolutely not," added Mr
Manzur.

The relevant agency had thus
missed a chance of commercialis-
ing a great innovation that way, he
stated.

The businessman said the devel-
opment of a vaccine by Oxford
University and AstraZeneca could
be the biggest example of the indus-
try-academia linkage from which
Bangladesh could learn a lot.

About hiring skilled workers
from abroad, he said Bangladeshi
firms hire foreigners for two key
reasons, with the first being their
experience compared to the rela-
tively younger industries here.

He said it was also hard to find
industry-specific skilled workforce

in the local market.

Citing a paltry Tk 1.53-billion
R&D budget at local universities
which is barely less than 0.01 per
cent of GDP, Mr Manzur said
Bangladesh ranked 112th out of
138 countries in the Global
Knowledge Index-2020.

There is no reason to ask why,
he went on to say.

DCCI chief Mr Rahman said
fourth industrial revolution-led
rapid technological progress, digiti-
sation and SDG-centric transforma-
tion are reshaping the economic
landscape of Bangladesh, including
industries and jobs.

Graduates are struggling in the
job market as the conventional
education system lacks orientation
of skills in line with industrial
demands, he added.

Bangladesh is a land of 63.5-mil-
lion labour forces and is growing at
2.2 per cent, meaning around 2.0-
million new entrants join the force
every year, he uttered.

But the 38.6-per cent unemploy-
ment among the graduates indicates
a mismatch of skills, Mr Rahman
said.

"Universities and the private sec-
tor need to work together to convert
the youth into a skilled human cap-
ital to take advantage of the demo-
graphic dividend."

Urging entrepreneurs to invest
CSR fund in research and educa-
tion, Prof Shahidullah called the
universities to frame out a timely
and internationally standard cur-
riculum which would benefit local
industries.

"If we can create skilled man-
power," he said, "we'll not require
any mid-level managers recruited
from abroad."

The keynoter Dr Khan said there
is no data to know which industry
needs how much skilled workforce
for a distinct lack of collaboration
among the government, industry,
and academia.

"While the government can pro-
vide policy support to industries to
fund more in R&D," he said,
"industries and affluent individuals
should also be in close contact with
universities to fund research and
innovations that are commercially
viable."
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At a webinar on Industry-
Academia linkage for
accelerating development
to achieve the fourth
industrial revolution (4IR),
DCCI president Rizwan
Rahman laid emphasis on
working together between
universities and private
sectors to convert the
country's youth popula-
tion into skilled human
capital.

The webinar held by
DCCI on changing land-
scape for development and
titled 'Industry-Academia
collaboration: New fron-
tier' he suggested arrang-
ing internationally accred-
ited skills development
training in the country for
continuous re-skilling and
up-skilling programmes.

He has called for estab-
lishing universities to offer
research and innovative
programme to offer high
quality post-graduation
education and training.

It needs providing incen-
tives like tax exemption to
private sector for R&D col-
laboration with Universities
and increasing public
investment in education,
skills development and
research and development.

Dr. Md. Sabur Khan,
Chairman, Board of
Trustees of  Daffodil
International University
presented the keynote
paper. He said Universities
should not only focus to
bring out graduates every
year, rather they have to
think that how much the
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Industry-Academic linkage a must
to create skilled manpower

sServer
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graduates learn soft and
hard skills during their stu-
dentship.

Experts in the webinar
on Saturday also laid
emphasis on the role of
technology to achieve sus-
tainable transformation to
a new frontier of growth.

DCCI president Rizwan
Rahman, Education
Minister Dr. Dipu Moni,
was chief guest University
Grants Commission chair-
man Dr. Kazi Shahidullah
was special guest on the
occasion.

Rizwan Rahman said
newly passed graduates are
struggling in job market
because the country's con-
ventional education sys-
tem lacks skill-orientation
education to meet indus-
tries demand.

He said around 2 million
new graduates enter job

I -
market every year and 38.6
percent unemployment

among graduates showed
there is a big mismatch
between skills and indus-
try's demand.

University-industry col-
laboration is therefore a
must and has already
emerged as a new means
to elevate the country's
competitiveness in terms
of developing skilled work-
force.

Dr. Dipu Moni said that
there is a need to change
mindset to achieve better
industry and academia
linkage. For a sustainable
and commercially viable
research ecosystem, she
urged the private sector to
invest more in the educa-
tion sector.

Universities should not
only focus on education
and degree but must focus

ersily Grants Comn

on providing necessary
trainings. She said there is
still a big gap between
industry and academia
and we should do a map-
ping to identify skill
requirements.

Despite Covid 19 has
manifold socio economic
impacts, it has also created
lot of opportunities and a
tripartite  collaboration
among industry-academia
and research can reap
these benefits in future. To
cope up with the chal-
lenges of 4IR, she empha-
sized on more vocational
and technical education.

Prof. Dr. Kazi
Shahidullah, urged the pri-
vate sector to invest more
in research and education
sector. He also called upon
the universities to frame
out timely and internation-
ally standard curriculum.
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Industries, edn institutions can
partner for skilled manpower

EDUCATION
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The government has begun intro-
ducing changes to the education
sector to generate skilled manpow-
er for industrial units, and the edu-
cation ministry and the industrial
sector have been working hand in
hand in this, said Education Minis-
ter Dipu Moni.

To create the necessary man-
power, owners of the industries and
educational institutions will have to
forge a connection between them.
Both sides have to understand their
needs, she said at a webinar titled
“Industry-academia linkage: The
new frontier” and organised by
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (DCCI).

The minister stressed that a map-
ping of skills required and changes
in the curriculum was important.

“Not everyone has to complete

BM, MA or BBA and MBA. It is only
a waste of resources. Technical ed-
ucation should get the emphasis to
meet the manpower demand of the
country,” Dipu Moni said.

Those, who have already been
employed, need to improve their
skills, and the universities should
open up educational opportunities
for them, she added.

As the special guest, Chairman
of University Grants Commission
(UGC) Prof Kazi Shahidullah said
industry owners had to contribute
more to education in terms of cor-
porate social responsibility.

They can extend support to the
fellowships provided by the UGC,
in pharmaceutical, leather and gar-
ments sectors in particular where
new researches can bring innova-
tions, he said.

“We are in favour of changes
in the curriculum but universities
themselves will have to make it
happen.”

Syed Nasim Manzur, former
president of the Metropolitan
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try, said funds provided by entre-
preneurs to researches and the de-
velopment sector should be free of
tax.

“The government can also in-
crease its allocations for research
purpose,” he said, insisting on
ensuring freedom of thoughts and
giving importance to commercial
aspects of research.

Presenting the keynote paper,
former DCCI chairman and trustee
board member of Daffodil Univer-
sity Sabur Khan said, “We are creat-
ing graduates but are not equipping
them with skills to find jobs.”

He asked the DCCI to work in co-
ordination with the universities to
change the scenario.

Sabur Khan also suggested re-
cruiting meritorious graduates at
the top levels of the private sector.

Prof Muhammad 1 SEE PAGE 4cOL 1

Anisuzzaman Talukder who joined
the discussion from the USA said
attention should be paid to sustain-
able researches.

For that, infrastructure has to be
set up. Researches that will not bear
any fruit for the economy should not
be funded, Anisuzzaman said.

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman
said Bangladeshi economy was hav-
ing a turnaround in lockstep with the

fourth industrial revolution.

“The

existing educational system cannot
produce skilled manpower for that.”
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