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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaking at the inaugural ceremony of the Bangladesh Trade and Investment Summit 2021 at

Bangabandhu International Conference Centre in the city on Tuesday, joining it virtually from Ganobhaban

— PID

Focus on research, diversify export: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on
Tuesday asked the private entrepre-
neurs to identify new market
demands and trends across the
world to diversify the country's
export items, reports UNB.

"We've to find out through mar-
ket research what new items we
can produce to give a big boost to
our exports...we need to focus on
that," she said.

The Prime Minister said this
while inaugurating Bangladesh
Trade and Investment Summit 2021
at Bangabandhu International
Conference Center (BICC).

She joined the programme from
her official residence Ganobhaban.

The Commerce Ministry and the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) jointly arranged
the week-long summit to mark the
Mujib Year and the Golden Jubilee
of the country's Independence, aim-
ing to connect traders and investors
from around the world.

Hasina said the exporters have to
identify which country looks for

» 'Bangladesh to be bridge between east,
west for business expansion'

» Week-long trade, investment summit begins

what types of products, and the pro-
ducers and manufacturers should
think about producing those items.
"I request business organisations,
especially the private sector, to give due
attention to this issue because, I think,
we need to increase the number of
items in our export basket," she said.
Hasina also mentioned that differ-
ent countries have different demands.
"Bangladesh is such a country where
we can do (produce) anything, if we
want...I've that confidence," she said.
Talking about Bangladesh's geo-
graphical position, the Prime
Minister said domestic and foreign
investors can export their items to
South Asian and South East Asian
countries from here.
"They'll get opportunities to grab

the markets in these countries and
export items," she said.

Hasina mentioned that Bangladesh
will become a bridge between the east
and the west in the future.

"This will help us flourish our
trade and business further," she said.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul
Momen, Commerce Minister Tipu
Munshi, PM’s Private Industries and
Investment Affairs Adviser Salman
Fazlur Rahman, Commerce secretary
Tapan Kanti Ghosh, President of the
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI)
Md Jasim Uddin and DCCI President
Rizwan Rahman were present at the
inaugural session.

A video was screened at the event
highlighting the development in trade,

business and investment in the country.

Some 552 companies from 38
countries along with Bangladesh of
five continents will participate in
450 business-to-business (B2B)
match-making sessions, which will
help explore new business opportu-
nities in Bangladesh and attract
FDI to the country.

Hasina urged the entrepreneurs
both at home and abroad to invest
in Bangladesh, availing of the
advantage of an investment-friendly
environment, big regional markets
and strong connectivity.

She pointed out various attractive
facilities being created by the govern-
ment through modernising road, river,
rail and air connectivity. "The govern-
ment has also strengthened trade
diplomacy in the international arena."

Hasina mentioned that the com-
merce wings of Bangladesh mis-
sions in friendly countries are work-
ing to attract foreign investment as
well as boost trade and commerce.

Contlnued to page 7 Col 7

Referring to her government'’s initiative of establishing 100
economic zones, the Prime Minister said these steps have
been taken to increase investment and accelerate industrial-

ization in the country.

She mentioned that nine economic zones are already in
operation while work on the country's biggest economic
zone -- Bangabandhu Economic Zone -- and 28 other eco-
nomic zones are also in progress.
Such a move, she said, will ensure an environment-

creating huge job opportunities for people.
Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi speaking at the event
said Bangladesh's success story is becoming export-driven
and is termed by global think tanks as a miracle and a
development role model for the world.
Adviser on Private Sector Industry and Investment to the

friendly industrial development in Bangladesh alongside

Prime Minister Salman F Rahman said the economic

zones, hi-tech parks and mega connectivity projects that are

as envisioned by Sheikh Hasina, he added.
DCCI President Rizwan Rahman said the Bangladesh
Trade and Investment Summit-2021 is instrumental to
deepen economic tie among Bangladesh and the entire
world with an objective to extend global integration por-

traying Bangladesh as an attractive economic destination.

now under construction will be game changers in the com-
ing years. Bangladesh is now having a strong focus on mak-
ing a successful transition into a developed country by 2041

He said the digital transformation of the economy has
set a new milestone and spearheaded the private sector led
business operations.
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Identity new
export items

PM calls for diversification as she
opens Trade, Investment Summit

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh  Hasina
yesterday asked private entrepreneurs
to identify new market demands and
trends across the world to diversify the
country’s export items.

“We have to find out through
market research what new items we
can produce to boost up our export...
We need to focus on that.”

Hasina said this while inaugurating
the Bangladesh Trade and Investment
Summit 2021 at the Bangabandhu
International Conference Center. She
joined the programme virtually from
the Gonobhaban.

The commerce ministry and Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) jointly arranged the week-
long summit to mark the Mujib Year
and the golden jubilee of the country’s
Independence, aiming to connect
traders and investors from around the
world.

The PM said exporters have to
identify which country looks for what
kind of products, and the producers
and manufacturers should think
about producing those.

“I request business organisations,
especially the private sector, to give
due attention to this issue because [
think we need to increase the number
of items in our export basket.”

She also mentioned that different
countries have different demands.
“Bangladesh is a country that can do
[produce| anything, if we want... |
have that confidence.”

About Bangladesh’s geographical
position, the PM said domestic and
foreign investors can export their
items to South Asian and South-East
Asian countries from here.

“They’ll get opportunities to grab
markets in these countries and export
items.”

Hasina mentioned that Bangladesh
will become a bridge between the
east and the west in the future. “This
will help us flourish our trade and
business further.”

Foreign  Minister AK  Abdul
Momen, Commerce Minister Tipu
Munshi, PM’s Private Industries and
Investment Affairs Adviser Salman
Fazlur Rahman, Commerce Secretary
Tapan Kanti Ghosh, President of the
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI)
Md Jasim Uddin and DCCI President
Rizwan Rahman were present at the
inauguration.

- BANGLADESH
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screened at the

A video was
event highlighting the country’s
development in trade, business and
investment.

Some 552 companies from
countries, including Bangladesh, of
five continents will participate in 450
business-to-business (B2B) match-
making sessions, which will help
explore new business opportunities in
Bangladesh and attract FDIs into the
country.

Hasina urged entrepreneurs both
at home and abroad to invest in
Bangladesh, availing themselves of the
advantages of an investment-friendly
environment, big regional markets
and strong connectivity.

She pointed out various facilities
that are being created by the
government by modernising road,
river, rail and air connectivity. “The
government has also strengthened
trade diplomacy in the international
arena.”

Our staff correspondent adds:
Prime Minister’s Private Industry and
Investment Affairs Salman F Rahman
said Bangladesh’s economy grew
significantly during the Covid-19
pandemic -- at a time when many
economies struggled to prevent
recession.

Bangladesh has stable currency
and steady exchange rate which are
essential for any investor, he said.

Jashim Uddin, FBCCI president,
saild our business community is
working closely with the government
to address major concerns related to
infrastructure development, energy,
power, ICT, networks, and education.

“Now, Bangladesh offers one of the
largest and best competitive fiscal and
non-fiscal incentives, including profit
repatriation, tax holiday, duty-free
import of capital machineries, and 100
economic zones... We are ready with
our regional hub and connectivity.”

Tapan Kanti Ghosh, secretary to the
commerce ministry, said Bangladesh
has become a competitive investment
and trade hub. The government is
working relentlessly to ease doing
business and improve competitiveness
through regulatory reforms.

“So, it has a bright prospect to be a
manufacturing hub whereby investors
can invest and produce a wide range
of products and they can easily take
duty-free facilities throughout the
world.”

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman
also talked at the event.
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Bangladesh
to bridge
East, West for
business: PM

BUSINESS - BANGLADESH

BSS

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday said the businessmen
who come to invest in Bangladesh
would get the opportunity to avail
the market of South and Southeast
Asia as Bangladesh will make a
bridge between the East and West
for expanding business.

“In future, Bangladesh will be de-
veloped as a communication bridge
between East and West,” she said
while inaugurating the weeklong
Bangladesh Trade and Investment
Summit 2021 at the Bangabandhu
International Conference Centre.

Joining virtually from her official
residence Ganabhaban in the capi-

tal as the chief guest, the premier
said different opportunities are be-
ing created in various ways keeping
in mind the geographical location
and importance of Bangladesh.

As part of the celebration of the
birth centenary of Father of the Na-
tion Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman and the Golden Jubilee
of the country’s Independence,
the Ministry of Commerce and the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) are jointly hosting
this international virtual Summit.

The prime minister said, “Those
who come to invest in Bangladesh
will not only get Bangladesh, I
would say there will also be an am-
ple opportunity (for them) to capture
the South Asia and Southeast Asian
market and export”. 1 SEE PAGE2COL1

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
She added it will further help expand
trade and commerce in the country.

Sheikh Hasina said the commu-
nication networks are being built all
over the country through improving
water, rail, road and airways.

Mentioning that, there was only
one international airport in Dhaka in
1996, she said after assuming office,
Chattogram and Sylhet airports have
been turned into international ones
while work is going on for another
international airport in tourist hub
Cox's Bazar,

“We are developing Syedpur airport
as a megional one so that the neigh-
bouring countries can also use it,” she
added. Speaking about the sea ports,
Sheikh Hasina said they are improv-
ing country’s principle Chattogram
sea port, Mongla port and a new Payra
port, which will be developed as adeep
sea port in future, Extensive develop-
ment work s also being done at Ma-
heshkhali in Cox's Bazar centring the
new sea port, which will also tum into
a deep sea port in future, she added.

Foreign Minister AK Abdul Momen,

Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi, Prime
Minister's Private Industry and Invest-
ment Adviser Salman F Rahman, Com-
meree Secretary Tapan Kanti Ghosh,
President of Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and Indus-
tries (FBCCI) Md Jashim Uddin, and
President of DC(I Rizwan Rahman
also spoke at the ceremony. An audio-
visual documentary on Bangladesh's
economic progress was screened.

The summit includes nine sectors,
underscoring critical enablers and av-
enues of the economy, seeking massive
investments especially in Infrastruc-
ture (physical, logistics and energy),
IT/ITES and FinTech, Leather goods,
Pharmaceuticals, Automotive and
Light Engineering, Plastic products,
Agro and Food Processing, Jute and
Textiles, and FMCG (fast-moving con-
sumer goods) and retail business,

A total of 552 companies from 38
countries along with Bangladesh of five
continents will participate in 450 busi-
ness to business (B2B) match-making
sessions, which will help explore new
business opportunities and attract FDI
in Bangladesh. Six webinars on differ-

ent trade and investment related ssues
will be organised, where representa-
tives from the business community, ex-
perts from local and international and
Policy makers will participate to put
their insights on these issues.

The prime minister said prioritis-
ing the nine sectors in the Bangla-
desh Trade and Investment Summit
is time befitting, but more sectors
and products will have to be ex-
plored to increase exports.

She said, “Along with these sec-
tors, | will also say that we need to
research and find out what new prod-
ucts we can produce and export.”

She added, “We also need to con-
sider whether we can produce those
products in Bangladesh by realising
country-wise products demands.”

Hasina also requested the business
leaders, especially in the private sector,
to pay special attention to this kssue.

“I think we need to increase the
number of our export items,” she said.

The premier hoped local and foreign
industrial entrepreneurs, traders and
investors will be able to know in detail
about the potentiality of the business

sector in Bangladesh for trade and -
vestment through this conference.

As an outcome of the summit, new
doors of Bangladeshi products will
open in the world market and Bang-
ladesh will be managed to attract the
desired investment along with in-
creasing exports, she noted.

Mentioning that 23 trade wings
are working in friendly countries to
strengthen trade diplomacy, she said
feasibility studies have been completed
with 23 countries for implementation
Bilateral Preferential Trade Agree-
ments (BPTA), Regional Preferential
Trade Agreements (RPTAs), Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs) and Com-
prehensive  Economic  Partnership
Agreements (CEPAs). She went on
saying Bangladesh is working con-
tinuously with different intermational
and regional groups such as UNCTAD,
UNESCAP, EU, D-8, Bimstec elc.

Sheikh Hasina said they have intro-
duced One Stop Service (0SS) portal
system from 2019 to provide all invest-
ment related services under one plat-
form with which more organisations
are being incorporated gradually.

With the aim of offering 154 invest-
ment services of 35 organisations on-
line through OSS portal, a total of 42
services of 12 organisations have been
provided online in the current financial
year, she said. The remaining services
will be available in this portal during
the next financial year, she added.

She said the establshment of g7
ecconomic zones has been approved
till June 2021, of which nine economic
zones are in production while develop-
ment work is underway in 28 economic
zones. Employment of about 40,000
people has been generated in those
economic zones while creating em-
ployment for another 800,000 people
is underway, the premier said.

She continued the govemment has
taken initiative to build the largest
economic zone “Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Industrial City"” on about 34,000
acres of land in Mirsarai, Sonagaz and
Sitakunda upazlas. The prime minis-
ter said the desired progress has been
achieved in every sector of the country
in the last 13 years and Bangladesh is
now a “role model” in socio-economic
development in the world.
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Bangladesh to bridge east, west for
business: PM

Week-long Bangladesh Trade and Investment Summit-2021 begins

Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka

PRIME minister Sheikh
Hasina on Tuesday said the
businesspersons who come to
invest here would get the op-
portunity to avail the market
of South and Southeast Asia
as Bangladesh would make a
bridge between east and west
for expanding business.

‘In future, Bangladesh
will be developed as a
communication bridge be-
tween East and West," she
said while inaugurating
the weeklong ‘Bangladesh
Trade and Investment Sum-
mit-2021" at Bangabandhu

Intermational Conference
Centre in Dhaka.
Joining virtually from

her official residence Ga-
nabhaban in the capital as
the chief guest, the premier
said different opportunities
are being created in various
ways keeping in mind the
geographical location and
importance of Bangladesh.

She opined. ‘Those who
come to invest in Bangladesh
will not only get Bangladesh,
I would say there will also
be an ample opportunity (for
them) to capture the South
Asia and Southeast Asian
market and export.’

The prime minister add-
ed it will further help ex-
pand trade and commerce in
the country.

Sheikh Hasina said the
communication networks
are being built all over the
country through improving
water, rail, road and airways.

Mentioning that, there
was only one international
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Foreign minister AK Abdul Momen, commerce minister Tipu Munshi, pnime minister's private industry and investment adviser
Salman F Rahman, commerce secretary Tapan Kanti Ghosh, Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry
president Md Jashim Uddin and Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry president Rizwan Rahman attend the inaugural
ceremony of the weeklong ‘Bangladesh Trade and Investment Summit-2021° at the Bangabandhu International Conference
Centre in Dhaka on Tuesday. Prime minister Sheikh Hasina joining virtually from her official residence Ganabhaban in the capital

inaugurated the event.

airport in Dhaka in 1996, she
said after assuming office,
Chattogram and Sylhet air-
ports have been turned into
international ones while
work is going on for another
international airport in tour-
ist hub Cox's Bazar.

‘We are developing Syed-
pur airport as a regional one
so that the neighbouring
countries can also use it
she added.

Speaking about the sea
ports, Sheikh Hasina said
they are improving coun-
tryv's principal Chattogram
sea port, Mongla port and a
new Payra port, which will
be developed as a deep sea
port in future.

Extensive development
work is also being done at
Maheshkhali in Cox’s Bazar
centring the new sea port,

which will also turmn into a
deep sea port in future, she
added.

As part of the celebration
of the birth centenary of the
country’s founding president,
Sheikh Mupbur Rahman,
and the Golden Jubilee of the
country’s Independence, the
Ministry of Commerce and
the Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry are joint-
ly hosting this international
virtual suummuit.

Foreign minister AK
Abdul Momen, commerce
minister Tipu Munshi,
prime minister's private
mdustry and investment
adviser Salman F Rahman,
commerce secretary Tapan
Kanti Ghosh, Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
president Md Jashim Uddin

and DCCI president Rizwan
Rahman also spoke at the

ceremony.
An audio-visual docu-
mentary on Bangladesh's

economic progress was
screened.
The summit includes

nine sectors, underscoring
critical enablers and av-
enues of the economy, seek-
ing massive investments
especially in infrastructure
(physical, logistics and
energy), IT/ITES and FIN-
TECH, leather goods. phar-
maceuticals, automotive
and light engineering. plas-
tic products, agro and food
processing, jute and textiles
and FMCG (fast-moving
consumer goods) and retail
business.

A total of 552 companies
from 38 countries along with

Continued from page 10

She said. ‘Along with these
sectors, I will also say that
we need to research and
find out what new products
we can produce and export.’

She added, “We also need
to consider whether we can
produce those products in
Bangladesh by realising coun-
try-wise products demands.”’

Sheikh Hasina also re-
quested the business lead-
ers, especially in the private
sector, to pay special atten-
tion to this issue.

1 think we need to in-
crease the number of our
export items,” she said.

The premier hoped local
and foreign industrial entre-
preneurs, traders and inves-
tors will be able to know In
detail about the potential-
ity of the business sector in
Bangladesh for trade and in-
vestment through this con-
ference.

As an outcome of the
summit, new doors of Bang-
ladeshi products will open
in the world market and
Bangladesh will be managed
to attract the desired invest-
ment along with increasing
exports, she noted.

Mentioning that 23 trade
wings are working in friend-
ly countries to strengthen
trade diplomacy, she said
feasibility studies have been
completed with 23 countries
for implementation bilat-
eral preferential trade agree-
ments, regional preferential
trade agreements, free trade
agreements and comprehen-
sive economic partnership
agreements.

She went on saying Bang-
ladesh is working continu-
ously with different interna-
tional and regional groups

— PID photo

Bangladesh of five conti-
nents will participate in 450
business to business (B2B)
match-making sessions,
which will help explore new
business opportunities and
attract FDI in Bangladesh.
Six webinars on different
trade and investment related
issues will be organised,
where representatives from
the business community,
experts from local and inter-
national and policy makers
will participate to put their
insights on these issues.
The prime minister said
the nine sectors which have
been proritised in Bangla-
desh Trade and Investment
Summit is time befitting. but
more sectors and products
will have to be explored to
Icrease exports.
Continued on Page 11 Col. 1

such as UNCTAD, UNES-
CAP EU, D-8 and BIMSTEC.

Sheikh  Hasina  said
they've introduced One Stop
Service portal system from
2019 to provide all invest-
ment related services under
one platform with which
more organisations are being
incorporated gradually.

With the aim of offer-
ing 154 investment services
of 35 organisations online
through OSS portal, a total
of 42 services of 12 organi-
sations have been provided
online 1n the cwrent finan-
cial vear, she said.

The remaining services
will be available in this por-
tal in the next financial vear,
she added.

She said the establish-
ment of 97 economic zones
has been approved till June
2021, of which nine eco-
nomic zones are in produc-
tion while development
work 1s underway in 28 eco-
nomic zones.

Employment of about
40,000 people has been
generated in those eco-
nomic zones while creating
employment for another
8.00,000 people is under-
way, the premier said.

She continued the gov-
ernment has taken initiative
to build the largest economic
zone ‘Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Industrial City’ on
about 34.000 acres of land
in Mirsarai, Sonagazi and
Sitakunda upazilas.

The prime minister said
the desired progress has
been achieved in every sec-
tor of the country in the last
13 years and Bangladesh is
now a ‘role model’ in socio-
economic development in
the world.
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina inaugurates Bangladesh Trade and Investment Summit through video conference from the

Ganabhaban on Tuesday

- PID Photo

Bangladesh to bridge

BSS.Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on Tues-
day said the businessmen who come to
invest here would get the opportunity to
avail the market of South and Southeast
Asia as Bangladesh will make a bridge
between East and West for expanding
business.

“In future, Bangladesh will be de-
veloped as a communication bridge
between East and West,” she said while
inaugurating the weeklong “Bang-
ladesh Trade and Investment Sum-
mit-2021" at Bangabandhu Internation-
al Conference Centre.

Joining virtually from Ganabhaban
in the capital as the chief guest, the
prime minister said different opportuni-
ties are being creating in various ways
keeping in mind the geographical loca-

PAGE 1COLUMN 3

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen,
Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi, Prime
Minister’s Private Industry and Invest-
ment Adviser Salman F Rahman, Com-
merce Secretary Tapan Kanti Ghosh,
President of Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and Industries
(FBCCI) Md. Jashim Uddin and Pres-
ident of DCCI Rizwan Rahman also
spoke at the ceremony.

A documentary on Bangladesh’s
economic progress was also screened.

The summit includes nine sectors,
underscoring critical enablers and ave-
nues of the economy, seeking massive
investments especially in Infrastruc-
ture (Physical, logistics and Energy),
IT/ITES and fintech, leather goods,
pharmaceuticals, automotive and light
engineering, plastic products, agro and
food processing, jute and textiles and
FMCG (fast-moving consumer goods)
and retail business.

Apart from Bangladesh 551 com-
panies from 38 countries of five conti-
nents will participate in 450 business to
business (B2B) match-making sessions,
which will help explore new business
opportunities and attract FDI in Bang-
ladesh.

Six webinars on different trade and
investment related issues will be or-
ganized, where representatives from
the business community, experts from
local and international and Policy mak-
ers will participate to put their insights
on these issues.

The prime minister said the nine
sectors which have been prioritised
in Bangladesh Trade and Investment
Summit is time befitting, but more sec-
tors and products will have to be ex-
plored to increase exports.

She said, “Along with these sectors,
[ will also say that we need to research
and find out what new products we can

East, West for business

tion and importance of Bangladesh.

“Those who come to invest in Bang-
ladesh will not only get Bangladesh, I
would say there will also be an ample
opportunity (for them) to capture the
South Asia and Southeast Asian market
and export,” she said.

The prime minister added it will fur-
ther help expand trade and commerce
in the country. Sheikh Hasina said the
communication networks are being
built all over the country through im-
proving water, rail, road and airways.

Mentioning that, there was only one
international airport in Dhaka in 1996,
she said after assuming office, Chat-
togram and Sylhet airports have been
turned into international ones while
work is going on for another interna-
tional airport in tourist hub Cox’s Bazar.

“We are developing Syedpur airport

produce and export”.

She added, “We also need to consid-
er whether we can produce those prod-
ucts in Bangladesh by realizing coun-
try-wise products demands.”

Sheikh Hasina also requested the
business leaders, especially in the pri-
vate sector, to pay special attention to
this issue.

“I think we need to increase the
number of our export items,” she said.

The prime minister hoped local and
foreign industrial entrepreneurs, trad-
ers and investors will be able to know in
detail about the potentiality of the busi-
ness sector in Bangladesh for trade and
investment through this conference.

As an outcome of the summit, new
doors of Bangladeshi products will
open in the world market and Bangla-
desh will be managed to attract the de-
sired investment along with increasing
exports, she noted,

Mentioning that 23 trade wings
are working in friendly countries to
strengthen trade diplomacy, she said
feasibility studies have been complet-
ed with 23 countries for implementa-
tion Bilateral Preferential Trade Agree-
ments (BPTA), Regional Preferential
Trade Agreements (RPTAs), Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) and Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreements (CE-
PASs).

She went on saying Bangladesh is
working continuously with different in-
ternational and regional groups such as
UNCTAD, UNESCAP, EU, D-8, BIMSTEC
etc.

Sheikh Hasina said they’ve intro-
duced One Stop Service portal system
from 2019 to provide all investment re-
lated services under one platform with
which more organisations are being in-
corporated gradually.

With the aim of offering 154 invest-
ment services of 35 organisations on-

as a regional one so that the neighbour-
ing countries can also use it,” she added.

Speaking about the sea ports, Sheikh
Hasina said they are improving country’s
principle Chattogram sea port, Mongla
port and a new Payra port, which will be
developed as a deep sea port in future.

Extensive development work is also
being done at Maheshkhali in Cox’s
Bazar centring the new sea port, which
will also turn into a deep sea port in fu-
ture, she added.

As part of the celebration of the
birth centenary of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman
and the Golden Jubilee of the country’s
Independence, Ministry of Commerce
and Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry are jointly hosting this inter-
national virtual Summit.

PAGE 7 COLUMN 4

line through OSS portal, a total of 42
services of 12 organisations have been
provided online in the current financial
year, she said.

The remaining services will be avail-
able in this portal during the next finan-
cial year, she added.

She said the establishment of g7
economic zones has been approved
till June 2021, of which nine economic
zones are in production while develop-
ment work is underway in 28 economic
zones,

Employment of about 40,000 people
has been generated in those economic
zones while creating employment for
another 800,000 people is underway,
the prime minister said.

She continued the government has
taken initiative to build the largest
economic zone “Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Industrial City” on about 34,000
acres of land in Mirsarai and Sitakunda
of Chattogram and Sonagazi of Feni.

The prime minister said the desired
progress has been achieved in every
sector of the country in the last 13 years
and Bangladesh is now a “role model”
in socio-economic development in the
world.



Identlfy new
markets to

diversity BD
export: Hasina

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Tuesday asked
the private entrepreneurs
to identify new market
demands and trends
across the world to diversi-
fy the country's export
items.

"We've to find out
through market research
what new items we can
produce to give a big boost
to our exports...we need to
focus on that,"” she said.

SEE PAGE 2 COL 5
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The Prime Minister said this
while inaugurating
Bangladesh Trade and

Investment Summit 2021 at
Bangabandhu International
Conference Center (BICC).
She joined the programme
from her official residence
Ganobhaban.

The Commerce Minisiry
and the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) jointly arranged the
weeklong summit to mark
the Mujib Year and the
Golden Jubilee of the coun-
try's Independence, aiming
to connect traders and
investors from around the
world.

Hasina said the exporters
have to identify which coun-
try looks for what types of
products, and the producers
and manufacturers should
think about producing those
items.

"] request business organ-
isations, especially the pri-
vate sector, to give due
attention to this issue
because, | think, we need to
increase the number of
items in our export basket,”

allyob
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she said.

Hasina also mentioned
that different countries have
different demands.
"Bangladesh is such a coun-
try where we can do (pro-
duce] anything, if we
want...I've that confidence,"
she said.

Talking about
Bangladesh's geographical
position, the Prime Minister
said domestic and foreign
investors can export their
items to South Asian and
South East Asian countries
from here. "They'll get
opportunities to grab the
markets in these countries
and export items," she said.

Hasina mentioned that
Bangladesh will become a
bridge between the east and
the west in the future. "This
will help us flourish our
trade and business further,”
she said.

Foreign Minister Dr AK
Abdul Momen, Commerce
Minister Tipu Munshi, PM's
Private Industries and
Investment Affairs Adviser
Salman Fazlur Rahman,
Commerce secretary Tapan
Kanti Ghosh, President of

server

the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) Md Jasim Uddin
and DCCI President Rizwan
Rahman were present at the
inaugural session.

A video was screened at
the event highlighting the
development in trade, busi-
ness and investment in the
country.

Some 552 companies
from 38 countries along
with Bangladesh of five
continents will participate
in 450 business-to-busi-
ness (B2B) match-making
sessions, which will help
explore new Dbusiness
opportunities in
Bangladesh and attract
FDI to the country.

Hasina urged the entre-
preneurs both at home and
abroad to invest in
Bangladesh, availing of the
advantage of an investment-
friendly environment, big
regional markets and strong
connectivity.

She pointed out various
attractive facilities being
created by the government
through modernising road,

river, rail and air connectivi-
ty. "The government has also
strengthened trade diplo-
macy in the international
arena.”

Hasina mentioned that
the commerce wings of
Bangladesh missions in
friendly countries are work-
ing to attract foreign invest-
ment as well as boost trade
and commerce.

Referring to her govern-
ment's initiative of estab-
lishing 100 economic zones,
the Prime Minister said
these steps have been taken
to increase investment and
accelerate industrialization
in the country.

She mentioned that nine
economic zones are already
in operation while work on
the country's biggest eco-
nomic zone -- Bangabandhu
Economic Zone -- and 28
other economic zones are
also in progress.

Such a move, she said,
will ensure an environ-
ment-friendly industrial
development in
Bangladesh alongside cre-
ating huge job opportuni-
ties for people. —UNB
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Ministers urge traders to take stakes
as investment summit begins

Business Correspondent

Bangladesh Foreign Minister and the
Commerce Minister have urged the
local and foreign entrepreneurs to
invest more in Bangladesh utlitising
benefits and facilities extended by
the government.

They requested the entrepreneurs
for the investment at the inaugural
ceremony of Bangladesh Trade and
Investment Summit 2021 organised
jointly by the Commerce Ministry
and Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) at
Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre in the city.

"Bangladesh is a business- and
investment-friendly nation, as we are
providing the foreign investors with
more opportunities than other coun-
tries," said Foreign Minister AK
Abdul Momen."l invite investors to
invest more in our country.”

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
inaugurated the weeklong virtual
international summit from her offi-

cial residence in Ganabhaban.
Momen also said Bangladesh sig-
nificantly progressed in agriculture
and energy sectors. The govern-
ment has ensured continuous sup-
ply of power and energy across the
country, he said.

Bangladesh will be 26th biggest
economy in the world by 2030, the
Minister said. Commerce Minister
Tipu Munshi said Bangladesh is
one of the fastest growing economy
in the world.

"We provide more trade and
investment facilities for all compared
to any other country." The govern-
ment has taken many steps to devel-
op infrastructure, he said. "We are
setting up 100 economic zones to
promote private investment.”

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman
gave welcome remarks while
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry President
Md Jashim Uddin and Prime
Minister's Private Industry and
Investment Adviser Salman F

Rahman, among others, were also
present.

The October 26-November 1 sum-
mit is being held also to mark the
Mujib Year and the Golden Jubilee of
Bangladesh's independence. A total
of 552 companies from 38 countries
of five continents are taking part in
450 Dbusiness-to-business (B2B)
match-making sessions, which, the
DCCI president hopes would help to
explore new business opportunities
and attract foreign direct investment
in Bangladesh.

The investment summit includes
nine sectors: underscoring critical
enablers and avenues of the econo-
my, demanding massive invest-
ments, especially in Infrastructure
(Physical, logistics and Energy),
IT/ITES & FINTECH, Leather
goods, Pharmaceuticals,
Automotive and Light Engineering,
Plastic products, Agro and Food
Processing, Jute and Textiles and
FMCG (Fast-moving consumer
goods) and retail business.
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Expanding Business

Bangladesh to act
as bridge between

East, West: PM

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina on Tuesday said
the businessmen who
come to invest here
would get the opportu-
nity to avail the market
of South and Southeast
Asia as Bangladesh
will make a bridge be-
tween east and west for
expanding business.
“In future,
Bangladesh will be de-
veloped as a communi-
cation bridge between
East and West,” she

ther help expand trade
and commerce in the
country.

Sheikh Hasina said
the communication
networks are being
built all over the

country  through
improving water, rail,
road and airways.

Mentioning that,
there was only one in-
ternational airport in
Dhaka in 1996, she
said after assuming of-
fice, Chattogram and

said while inaugurating the weeklong
“Bangladesh Trade and Investment Sum-
mit-2021" at Bangabandhu International
Conference Center (BICC), reports BSS.
Joining virtually from her official resi-
dence Ganabhaban in the capital as the
chief guest, the premier said different op-
portunities are being created in various
ways keeping in mind the geographical lo-
cation and importance of Bangladesh.
She opined, “Those who come to invest
in Bangladesh will not only get
Bangladesh, | would sayv there will also be
an ample opportunity (for them) to cap-
ture the South Asia and Southeast Asian

Sylhet airports have been turned into in-
ternational ones while work is going on
for another international airport in
tourist hub Cox’s Bazar

“We are developing Syedpur airport as
a regional one so that the neighbouring
countries can also use it.” she added.

Speaking about the sea ports, Sheikh
Hasina said they are improving country’s
principle Chattogram sea port, Mongla
port and a new Payra port, which will be
developed as a deep sea port in future.

Extensive development work is also be-
ing done at Maheshkhali in Cox’s Bazar cen-
tring the new sea port, which will also turn

market and export”.

into a deep sea port in future, she added.

The prime minister added it will fur-

Aspart of the celebration of the
birth centenary of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
the Golden Jubilee of the coun-
trv's Independence, Ministry of
Commerce and Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) are jointly hosting this
international virtual Summit.

Foreign Minister Drr AK Ab-
dul Momen, Commerce Minis-
ter Tipu Munshi, Prime Minis-
ter’'s Private Industry and In-
vestment Adviser Salman F
Rahman, Commerce Secretary
Tapan Kanti Ghosh, President
of Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industries (FBCCI) Md. Jashim
Uddin and President of DCCI
Rizwan Rahman also spoke at
the ceremony.

An audio-visual documen-
tarv on Bangladesh's economic

progress was screenel.

The summit includes nine
sectors, underscoring critical
enablers and avenues of the
economy, seeking massive in-
vestments especially in Infra-
structure (Physical, logistics
and Energy), [T/ITES and FIN-
TECH, Leather goods, Pharma-
ceuticals, Automotive and Light
Engineering, Plastic products,
Agroand Food Processing, Jute
and Textiles and FMCG (Fast-
moving consumer goods) and
retail business.

A total of 552 companies
from 38 countries along with
Bangladesh of five continents
will participate in 450 business
to business (B2B) matchmak-
ingsessions, which will help ex-
plore new business opportuni-
ties and attract FDI in
Bangladesh.

Six webinars on different
trade and investment related is-

sues will be organized. where

Page 11 Col 2

representatives from the busi-
ness community, experts from
local and international and Pol-
icy makers will participate to
put their insights on these is-
sues. The prime minister said
the nine sectors which have
been prioritized in Bangladesh
Trade and Investment Summit
is time befitting, but more sec-
tors and products will haveto be
explored to Increase exports.

she said, "Along with these
sectors, 1 will also say that we
need to research and find out
what new products we can pro-
duce and export”.

She added, “We also need to
consider whether we can pro-
duce those products in
Bangladesh by realizing coun-
try-wise products demands.”

Sheikh Hasina also request-
ed the business leaders, espe-
cially in the private sector, to
pay special attention to this is-
Sl
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addresses the inaugural ceremony of Bangladesh Trade and Investment Summit-2021 through video conference from
Ganabhaban in the capital on Tuesday.

Post-pandemic era offers new

opportunities for businesses

Says Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi at the inauguration of int’l trade summit

............... STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Bangladesh must take the oppor-
tunities of a new post-pandemic
business climate across the globe
as the whole world is reeling from
the crisis, said Commerce Minister
Tipu Munshi.

“It is high time to use the opportu-

nities of a new business climate after
the pandemic,” he said at the inaugu-
ral function of “Bangladesh Trade
and Investment Summit 2021" in Dha-
ka on Tuesday

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
virtually inaugurated the week-long
summit aimed at showcasing the

strength to the world to woo FDI and
expand export items as well as desti-
nations.

The ministry of commerce and
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI)jointly organized the
virtual summit, marking Bangaband-
hu's birth centenary and the coun-
try’s 50 vears of independence.

Currently, around 70 percent of
Bangladesh'’s exports are covered by
preferential market facility, Tipu
Munshi said, adding that the LDC
graduation in 2026 will pose a chal-
lenge for the country’s exports as the
graduation will end most of the pres-
ent market preferences.

See page Biz-3

country’s economic and trade

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

As part of the strategies to face the chal-
lenges, the government is trying to sign bilat-
eral PTA, FTA and comprehensive economic
partnership deals with different countries in
a bid to become a global value chain.

He invited foreign investment in
Bangladesh, saying that Bangladesh has a
competitive labour force apart from 40 mil-
lion people with good purchasing capacity.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen
said, “Bangladesh is a vibrant economy and
a land of opportunity. It is doing well towards
its vision.”

Since assuming office, Sheikh Hasina's
government targeted to improve the condi-
tion of the poor and put emphasis on achiev-
ing food sufficiency, he said.

The government focused on increasing
food and agricultural production, Momen
said.

“Now, the government has put special
focus on economic diplomacy as it has good
relations with neighbours and other coun-
tries as well,” the foreign minister informed.

While speaking about economic strength
of Bangladesh, he mentioned the hard work-
ing and quick learning young workforce and
ongoing efforts to develop infrastructure and
skills. He invited the foreign investors to
make investment in Bangladesh.

“Return of investment is high in
Bangladesh. Come and invest in Bangladesh
to become the winner and competitive,” he
said.

Private Industry and Investment Affairs
Adviser to Prime Minister Salman F
Rahman said."It is a new Bangladesh which
is resilient and doesn’t shy away from taking
challenge.”

He also informed that the government
was formulating policies conducive to
achieve a private sector-led growth.

The country’s digital transformation has
set a new milestone spearheaded by the pri-
vate sector-led business operations, accord-
ing to DCCI president Rizwan Rahman.

He said Bangladesh offers the most liber-
al FDI regime in South Asia allowing 100 per-
cent foreign equity, unrestricted exit of roy-
alty, equity with wide-range of tax conces-
sions and incentives, vibrant capital market
and a strong demographic dividend.

Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry (FBCCI) president
Jasim Uddin thinks that Bangladesh has the
potentials of becoming a global value chain
because of its regional and global integra-
tion.

Bangladesh, the natural gateway between
ASEAN and South Asia Within a strategic
location, is one of Asia’s most remarkable
success stories propelled by consistent devel-
opment record.

Bangladesh is heavily dependent on RMG
exports, but facing LDC graduation chal-
lenges will need a diversified export basket
beyvond the RMG sectorr The summit is
expected to help a lot to this end.

The event ending on 01 November will
present the emerging products of the coun-
try including leather goods, leather goods,
pharmaceuticals, automotive & light engi-
neering, plastic products, agro & food pro-
cessing, jute, textiles and FMCG, IT or ITES
apart from infrastructure.

Some 552 companies from 38 countries of
5 continents are will participate in 450 busi-
ness to business (B2B) match-making ses-
sions, which will help explore new business
opportunities and attract FDI in Bangladesh.
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BD to bridge
between east-west
for business: PM

» AA News Desk

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina on
Tuesday said the businessmen who
come to invest here would get the
opportunity to avail the market of
South and Southeast Asia as
Bangladesh will make a bridge
between east and west for expanding
business. "In future, Bangladesh will
be developed as a communication
bridge between East and West.” she
said while inaugurating the week-
long "Bangladesh Trade and
Investment  Summit-2021"  at
Bangabandhu International
Conference Center (BICC).

Joining virtually from her official
residence Ganabhaban in the capital
as the chief guest the premier said
different opportunities are being cre-
ated in various ways keeping in mind
the geographical location and impor-

tance of Bangladesh, reports BSS.
She opined, "Those who come to
invest in Bangladesh will not only
get Bangladesh, I would say there
will also be an ample opportunity
(for them) to capture the South Asia
and Southeast Asian market and
export’. The prime minister added it
will further help expand trade and
commerce in the country.

Sheikh Hasina said the communi-
cation networks are being built all
over the country through improving
water, rail, road and airways.

Mentioning that, there was only
one international airport in Dhaka in
1996, she said after assuming office,
Chattogram and Sylhet airports have
been turned into international ones
while work is going on for another
international airport in tourist hub
Cox's Bazar. "We are developing

pSee page 11 col 5
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaks virtually fromm Ganabhaban after inaugurating
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Bangabandhu International Conference Center in Dhaka on Tuesday.
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Syedpur airport as a region- wucts, Agro and Food

al one so that the neigh-
bouring countries can also
use it,” she added.

Speaking about the sea
ports, Sheikh Hasina said
they are improving coun-
try's principle Chattogram
sea port, Mongla port and a
new Payra port, which will
be developed as a deep sea
port in future.

Extensive development
work is also being done at
Maheshkhali in Cox's Bazar
centring the new sea port,
which will also turn into a
deep sea port in future, she
added. As part of the cele-
bration of the birth cente-
nary of Father of the Nation

Bangabandhu  Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and the
Golden Jubilee of the coun-
try's Independence,
Ministry of Commerce and
Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) are jointly hosting
this international virtual
Summit.

Foreign Minister Dr AK
Abdul Momen, Commerce
Minister Tipu Munshi,
Prime Minister's Private
Industry and Investment
Adviser Salman F Rahman,
Commerce Secretary Tapan
Kanti Ghosh, President of
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce
and Industries (FBCCI) Md.
Jashim Uddin and

Processing, Jute and
Textiles and FMCG (Fast-
moving consumer goods)
and retail business.

A total of 552 companies
from 38 countries along
with Bangladesh of five con-
tinents will participate in
450 business to business
(B2B) match-making ses-
sions, which will help
explore new  business
opportunities and attract
FDI in Bangladesh.

Six webinars on different
trade and investment relat-
ed issues will be

organized, where repre-
sentatives from the business
community, experts from
local and international and
Policy makers will partici-
pate to put their insights on
these issues.

The prime minister said
the nine sectors which have
been prioritized in

Bangladesh Trade and
Investment Summit is time
befitting, but more sectors
and products will have to be
explored to  increase
exports.

She said, "Along with
these sectors, I will also say
that we need to

research and find out
what new products we can
produce and export”.

She added, "We also need
to consider whether we can
produce those products in

conference.

As an outcome of the
summit, new doors of
Bangladeshi products will
open in the world market
and Bangladesh will be
managed to attract the
desired investment along
with increasing exports, she
noted.

Mentioning that 23 trade
wings are working in friend-
ly countries to

strengthen trade diplo-
macy, she said feasibility
studies have been complet-
ed with 23 countries for
implementation Bilateral
Preferential Trade
Agreements (BPTA),
Regional Preferential Trade
Agreements (RPTAs), Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs)
and Comprehensive
Economie Partnership
Agreements (CEPAs).

She went on saying
Bangladesh is working con-
tinuously with different

international and region-
al groups such as UNCTAD,
UNESCAP, EU, D-8, BIM-
STEC etc.

Sheikh Hasina said
they've introduced One Stop
Service (OSS) portal system
from 2019 to provide all
investment related services
under one platform with
which more organizations
are being incorporated
gradually.

With the aim of offering

154 investment services of
35 organizations

online through 0SS por-
tal, a total of 42 services of
12 organizations have been
provided online in the cur-
rent financial yvear, she said.

The remaining services
will be available in this por-
tal during the next

financial year, she added.

She said the establish-
ment of 97 economic zones
has been approved till

June 2021, of which nine
economic zones are in pro-
duction while development
work is underway in 28 eco-
nomic Zones,

Employment of about
40,000 people has been gen-
erated in those economic
zones while ecreating
employment for another
800,000 people is underway,
the premier said.

She continued the gov-
ernment has taken initiative
to build the largest

economic zone
"Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Industrial City" on
about 34,000 acres of land in
Mirsarai, Sonagazi and
Sitakunda upazilas.

The prime minister said
the desired progress has
been achieved in every

sector of the country in
the last 13 wvears and
Bangladesh is now a "role

model"” in socio-economic
development in the world.
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DHAKA, Oct 26, 2021 (BSS) - Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today said the

businessmen who come to invest here would get the opportunity to avail the

market of South and Southeast Asia as Bangladesh will make a bridge between

east and west for expanding business.
"In future, Bangladesh will be developed as a communication bridge between

East and West," she said while inaugurating the weeklong "Bangladesh Trade
and Investment Summit-2021" at Bangabandhu International Conference Center
(BICC).
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Joining virtually from her official residence Ganabhaban in the capital as
the chief guest, the premier said different opportunities are being created
in various ways keeping in mind the geographical location and importance of
Bangladesh.

She opined, "Those who come to invest in Bangladesh will not only get
Bangladesh, | would say there will also be an ample opportunity (for them) to
capture the South Asia and Southeast Asian market and export”.

The prime minister added it will further help expand trade and commerce in
the country.

. \ \ S | \
Sheikh Hasina said the communication networks are being built all over the

country through improving water, rail, road and airways.

Mentioning that, there was only one international airport in Dhaka in 1996,
she said after assuming office, Chattogram and Sylhet airports have been
turned into international ones while work is going on for another
international airport in tourist hub Cox's Bazar.

"We are developing Syedpur airport as a regional one so that the
neighbouring countries can also use it," she added.

Speaking about the sea ports, Sheikh Hasina said they are improving
country's principle Chattogram sea port, Mongla port and a new Payra port,
which will be developed as a deep sea port in future.

Extensive development work is also being done at Maheshkhali in Cox's Bazar
centring the new sea port, which will also turn into a deep sea port in
future, she added.

As part of the celebration of the birth centenary of Father of the Nation
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the Golden Jubilee of the country's
Independence, Ministry of Commerce and Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry
(DCCI) are jointly hosting this international virtual Summit.

Foreign Minister Dr AK Abdul Momen, Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi, Prime
Minister's Private Industry and Investment Adviser Salman F Rahman, Commerce
Secretary Tapan Kanti Ghosh, President of Federation of Bangladesh Chambers

Secretary Tapan Kanti Ghosh, President of Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industries (FBCCI) Md. Jashim Uddin and President of DCCI
Rizwan Rahman also spoke at the ceremony.

An audio-visual documentary on Bangladesh's economic progress was screened.

The summit includes nine sectors, underscoring critical enablers and
avenues of the economy, seeking massive investments especially in
Infrastructure (Physical, logistics and Energy), IT/ITES and FINTECH, Leather
goods, Pharmaceuticals, Automotive and Light Engineering, Plastic products,
Agro and Food Processing, Jute and Textiles and FMCG (Fast-moving consumer
goods) and retail business.

A total of 552 companies from 38 countries along with Bangladesh of five
continents will participate in 450 business to business (B2B) match-making
sessions, which will help explore new business opportunities and attract FDI
in Bangladesh.

Six webinars on different trade and investment related issues will be
organized, where representatives from the business community, experts from
local and international and Policy makers will participate to put their
insights on these issues.

The prime minister said the nine sectors which have been prioritized in
Bangladesh Trade and Investment Summit is time befitting, but more sectors
and products will have to be explored to increase exports.

She said, "Along with these sectors, | will also say that we need to
research and find out what new products we can produce and export".

She added, "We also need to consider whether we can produce those products
in Bangladesh by realizing country-wise products demands."

Sheikh Hasina also requested the business leaders, especially in the
private sector, to pay special attention to this issue.

"I think we need to increase the number of our export items," she said.

The premier hoped local and foreign industrial entrepreneurs, traders and
investors will be able to know in detail about the potentiality of the
business sector in Bangladesh for trade and investment through this
conference.

As an outcome of the summit, new doors of Bangladeshi products will open
in the world market and Bangladesh will be managed to attract the desired
investment along with increasing exports, she noted.

Mentioning that 23 trade wings are working in friendly countries to
strengthen trade diplomacy, she said feasibility studies have been completed
with 23 countries for implementation Bilateral Preferential Trade Agreements
(BPTA), Regional Preferential Trade Agreements (RPTAs), Free Trade
Agreements
(FTAs) and Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreements (CEPAS).

She went on saying Bangladesh is working continuously with different
international and regional groups such as UNCTAD, UNESCAP, EU, D-8,
BIMSTEC
etc.

Sheikh Hasina said they've introduced One Stop Service (OSS) portal system
from 2019 to provide all investment related services under one platform with
which more organizations are being incorporated gradually.

With the aim of offering 154 investment services of 35 organizations
online through OSS portal, a total of 42 services of 12 organizations have
been provided online in the current financial year, she said.

The remaining services will be available in this portal during the next
financial year, she added.

She said the establishment of 37 economic zones has been approved till
June 2021, of which nine economic zones are in production while development
work is underway in 28 economic zones.

Employment of about 40,000 people has been generated in those economic
zones while creating employment for another 800,000 people is underway, the
premier said.

She continued the government has taken initiative to build the largest
economic zone "Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Industrial City" on about 34,000
acres of land in Mirsarai, Sonagazi and Sitakunda upazilas.

The prime minister said the desired progress has been achieved in every
sector of the country in the last 13 years and Bangladesh is now a "role
model" in socio-economic development in the world.



PM opens weeklong "Bangladesh Trade and Investment
Summit"

DHAKA, Oct 26, 2021 (BSS) - Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina today inaugurated

the weeklong "Bangladesh Trade and Investment Summit-2021" that is bringing

toaether nolicvmakers biuisiness leaders and investors from the world
As part of the celebration of the birth centenary of Father of the Nation

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the Golden Jubilee of the country's
Independence, Ministry of Commerce and Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry

(DCCI) are jointly hosting this international virtual Summit.

Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi, earlier in a press briefing, said this
summit is a remarkable example of the public private partnership (PPP) model
which will help Bangladesh showcase and take necessary measures in
formulating new policies for a developed economy.

He said in recent years Bangladesh made notable progress especially in
electricity generation and infrastructure development which is an added
advantage to attract foreign trade and investment.

The minister hoped Bangladesh Trade and Investment Summit-2021 will be a
great platform to connect the traders and investors from the world.

The summit includes nine sectors underscoring critical enablers and avenues
of the economy, seeking massive investments especially in Infrastructure
(Physical, logistics and Energy), IT/ITES and FINTECH, Leather goods,
Pharmaceuticals, Automotive and Light Engineering, Plastic products, Agro and
Food Processing, Jute and Textiles and FMCG (Fast-moving consumer goods)
and
retail business.

A total of 552 companies from 38 countries along with Bangladesh of five
continents will participate in 450 business to business (B2B) match-making
sessions, which will help explore new business opportunities and attract FDI
in Bangladesh.

The minister also informed that six webinars on different trade and
investment related issues will be organized, where representatives from the
business community, experts from local and international and Policy makers
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Communications network is being
built across the country through
improving water, rail, roads and
airways link, The country’s
improved channels of communica-
tions can commercially bridge the
East with the West,

There was only one international
airport in Dhaka in 1996, The
airports in Chattogram and Sylhet
have been turned into international
ones, Work is in progress for another
international airport in the country’s
biggest tourist hub Cox's Bazar,

In terms of Bangladesh's scaports,
besides the country’s largest sea port
in Chottogram, the development
work of Mongla port is progressing
fast. Very recently the Payra Bridge
has been opened to trafTic,

Furthermore, the highly antici-
pated Payra port is set to emerge as
a deep sea port soon.,
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina Inaugurates the “&kloug "Bangladesh 'ﬁ'nde and Investment Summit-2021" at

Bangabandhu International Conference Centre, from her official residence Ganabhaban on Tuesday.

In the light of these events, Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina said that
investment in Bangladesh would
mean an opportunity to avail the
market of South and Southeast Asia,
Bangladesh will soon be a bridge

FROM PAGE 1 COL 3

as a communication bridge between
the East and the West in the fore-
sccable future. Whoever comes to
invest in Bangladesh will get an
opportunity to capture South Asia
and Southeast Asian market," she
said.

The PM added that the improved
communications network will
further help expand trade and
commerce in the country.

She said, “Besides all the existing
airports and the ones in progress,
Syedpur airport is being developed
as a regional one so that the neigh-
boring countrics can also use it,”

The Prime Minister further said
that there is extensive development
in work in progress at Maheshkhali
in Cox's Bazar centring the new sca
port, which will also tum into a deep
sca port in the future.

Speaking at the event, Foreign
Minister Dr. AK Abdul Momen said,
“The govemment has been working
relentlessly to tum Bangladesh into
adeveloped country by the year 2041,
Today, the country is often cited as a
role model for development by the
international community,”

Commerce Minister Tipu Munshi
in his speech shared that the vision
is to graduate Bangladesh's
cconomy to a developing economy
by 2026,

“This journcy would lead to
improved cconomic stature of the
country generating more trade and

between the East and the West for
expanding businesses.

The PM made the comment while
inaugurating the wecklong
"Bangladesh Trade and Investment
Summit-2021" at Bangabandhu

investment opportunities, This mile-
stone summit is likely to speed up
the required expedition in the post-
LDC era,” said the minister,

The event was jointly hosted by
the Ministry of Commerce and
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCTI) as part of the cele-
bration of the birth centenary of
Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and the
Golden Jubilee of the country’s inde-
pendence,

Prime Minister's Private Industry
and Investment Adviser Salman F
Rahman, Commerce Sccretary
Tapan Kanti Ghosh, President of
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industrics
(FBCCI) Md, Jashim Uddin and
President of DCCI Rizwan Rahman
also spoke at the inauguration event,

A total of 552 companices from
38 countries along with Bangladesh
from five continents will participate
in 450 business-to-business (B2B)
match-making sessions, which will
help explore new business oppor-
tunities and attract FDI (Foreign
Direct Investment) in Bangladesh,

Six webinars until 1st November
will take place on different trade
and investment-related issues which
are scheduled to be organized, where
representatives from the business
community, experts from local and
intermmational and policymakers will
participate to put their insights on
these issues,

Photo: PID

International Conference Center
(BICC). She spoke as the chiel guest
at the event joining virtually from

her Ganabhaban residence.,
"Bangladesh will be developed
SKE PAGE200L1
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