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State Minister for Disaster Management and Rellef Dr Md Enamur Rahman along with DCCI President
Rizwan Rahman and other guests inaugurating the "Private Sector Emergency Operation Centre’ at the
DCCI auditorium on Tuesday

Public-private efforts stressed
in disaster risk reduction

FE REPORT

Strong public-private collaboration
is required for disaster risk manage-
ment in order to respond swiftly to dis-
asters, speakers said at 2 programme
on Tuesday.

ﬂxeysaidﬂmmaswce for pub-
lic-private partnership in disaster risk
analysis, ceveloping an early warning
system and ensunng information on
disasters as these were crucial to miti-
gating losses caused by disasters.

The observations came at a work-
shop titled “Private  Sector
Participation 1n Disaster Risk
Management in Bangladesh”, organ-
ised under the Strengthening Urban
Public-Private  Programming for
Earthquake Resilience (SUPER) proj-
ect at DCCI Auditorium in the city's
Motpheel area.

At the event, South Asia's first-ever
disaster nsk management centre titled
"Private Sector Emergency Operation
Centre (PEOC)" was also inaugurat
ed, aiming to assist other stakeholders
in disaster nsk reduction.

The PEOC is a joint initiative of the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) and SUPER project.

State  Minister for  Disaster
Manzgement and Relief Dr Md Enamur
Rahman addressed the programme a3
the chief guest, while Disaster
Management and Relief Secretary Md
Mohsin as a special guese.

Besides, ActionAid Bangladesh

South Asia's first
disaster risk
management
centre opens in BD

Country Director Farah Kabir, World
Vision Bangladesh National Director
Suresh Barlett and Head of European
Commission Humanitarian Aid
Office (ECHO) Daniela D'Urso spoke
as distinguished guests, while DCCI
President Rizwan Rahman delivered
the welcome speech.

In his speech, the state minister sasd
a holistic approach was needed for dis-
aster nisk reduction (DRR) through
collaboration between public and pn-
vate sectors regarding quick response
dunng disasters.

Refernng to the government initia-
tives related to disaster response and
management, he said the country now
had over 4.2 million trained voluntéers
compnising Fire Service and Civil
Defence, Ansar and VDP, Red
Crescent, Bangladesh Scouts and
community volunteers,

He also said the government bad taken
an initiative to establish a2 "National
Emergency Operation Centre” on coe acre
of land in the city’s Tejgzon with financial
support from Chima.

He expressed the hope that the

newly established PEOC would play a
vital role m helping the government
ramp up its efforts for disaster nsk
management.

Ms Farah Kabir said as many disas-
ters were totally unpredictable in
nature, risk analysis was very impor-
tant for preparedness and swift
résponses.

She urged the private sector to allo-
cate more funds for research on disas-
ter risk assessment and create a data.
base of skilled manpower for disaster
management.

Besides, she emphasised the impor-
tance Of raising awareness among the
common people through different
online platforms and social medsa.

In his opening remarks, DCCI
President Rizwan Rahman saxd focus
should be given on the risk resilience
infrastructure system to ensure risk-
free industrialisation and investment.

Despite adverse impacts of the
coronavirus pandemic, he said,
Bangladesh's economy has shown
resilience by registering around 5.4 per
cent GDP growth while the majonty
of countnies posted negative growth,

*Apart from doing just business, tra.
ditional mindset regarding disaster
risk management should also be
changed among the private-sector
entrepreneurs by getting more involve-
ment in disaster management imitia.
tives,” he added.
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Disaster risk management
centre opens in Dhaka

Star Business REPORT
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A private sector emergency operation centre focusing on
disaster risk management was opened at the office of the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) yesterday.

State Minister for Disaster Management and Relief Enamur
Rahman inaugurated the centre, jointly established by the
DCCI and European Commission Humanitarian Aid and
Civil Protection (ECHO)-funded Strengthening Urban Public-
Private Programming for Earthquake Resilience Project.

The government and private sector should work together
for disaster risk management in the country, said Rahman.

He said the emergency operation centre could play a
vital role in the fight against any disaster.

He informed that the government has taken an initiative
to establish a “National Emergency Operation Centre” in

Tejgaon with Chinese technical and financial assistance.

FROM PAGE B1

“Over 42 lakh volunteers have already
been trained and equipped with necessary
instruments to mitigate the losses of
disaster,” Rahman said.

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman
said they should focus on risk resilient
infrastructure systems to ensure risk free
industrialisation and investment.

He urged to shun traditional mindset
regarding disaster risk management and
to be aware of its impacts and stressed
for more involvement of the private
sector.

“Any disaster hampers industrialisation
and economic growth, so this is the duty
of all of us irrespective of business or non-
business sector to respond to this critical
issue,” said the DCCI president.

“The private sector should allocate

more fund for research on disaster
risk management and also to create a
database of skilled manpower for disaster
management,” said Farah Kabir, country
director of ActionAid Bangladesh.

She also said trade organisations in rural
areas should adopt more policies in this
regard.

Secretary to the ministry Md Mohsin
said Bangladesh now was a role model for
disaster management and the participation
of private sector reflects the preparedness to
create awareness in this sector.

Daniela D'Urso, head of office,
Directorate-General for FEuropean Civil
Protection and  Humanitarian  Aid
Operations, Suresh Bartlett, national

director of World Vision Bangladesh, and
NKA Mobin and Monowar Hossain, senior
vice presidents of the DCCI, also spoke.
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Pvt sector’s role in
managing disaster
risk stressed for
sustainable business

BUSINESS - BANGLADESH
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The private sector has huge oppor-
tunities to participate in disaster risk
management in Bangladesh as it is
also important to ensure sustain-
able business, stakeholders said at a
workshop on Tuesday.

“A disaster hampers industriali-
sation and economic growth. So, this
is a duty for all of us irrespective of
business or non-business sector to
respond to this critical issue,” DCCI
President Rizwan Rahman said at
the event on “Private Sector Partici-
pation in Disaster Risk Management
in Bangladesh™.

“We should focus on risk resilient
infrastructure systems to ensure risk-
free industrialisation and investment.”

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) and Strengthen-
ing Urban Public-Private Program-
ming for Earthquake Resilience
Project (SUPER Project) Consortium
jointly organised the event at the
DCCI Auditorium in the capital.

To boost the private sector engage-
ment in disaster risk management,
DCCI and SUPER Project have jointly
established South Asia’s first disas-
ter risk management centre titled
“Private Sector Emergency Operation
Center (POC)” in Bangladesh.

Rizwan Rahman urged for a
change in the traditional mindset
regarding disaster risk management
and stressed the need for more in-
volvement of the private sector in
this regard.

After inaugurating the centre, Dr
Md Enamur Rahman, state minister
for disaster management and relief,
said this emergency operation cen-
tre can play a vital role in the fight
against any disaster.

He said that the government has
taken initiative to establish a “Na-
tional Emergency Operation Center”
in the Tejgaon area with Chinese
technical and financial assistance.

A 70-80% development invest-
ment of Bangladesh is expected
from the private sector in the 8th
Five-Year Plan.

The speakers | SEE PAGE 4COL 4

also emphasised a coordinat-
ed programme of the govern-
ment and the private sector
for disaster risk management.

Over 42 lakh volunteers
have already been trained
and equipped with necessary
instruments to mitigate the
losses of disaster in Bangla-
desh, according to the dis-
aster management and relief
ministry.

DCCI Director Shahid Hos-
sain said, “When we build

our factories, we have to
consider the issue of a disas-
ter. The costs may increase
slightly, but that would save
our products during disasters
like an earthquake.”
Buildings must be made

earthquake resilient, he
added.
ActionAid Bangladesh

Country Director Farah Kabir
said the private sector should
allocate more funds for re-
search on disaster risk man-
agement and also to create a

database of skilled manpow-
er for disaster management.

She also said that trade
organisations in rural areas
should incorporate more in
this regard.

Disaster and Relief Secre-
tary Md Mohsin, Head of Of-
fice of DG European Civil Pro-
tection and Humanitarian Aid
Operations Daniela D’Urso,
and National Director of World
Vision Bangladesh Suresh
Bartlett also shared their views
at the programme.
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‘Bangladesh now more capable

of disaster management’

Private Sector Emergency Operation Center launched at DCCI

'r_"l-.

State Minister for Disaster Management and Relief Dr Md Enamur Rahman inaugurates the Private Sector Emergency
Operation Centre (POC) at the DCCI office at Motijheel in the capital on Tuesday.

................. STAFF CORRESPONDENT
State Minister for Disaster Manage-
ment and Relief D Md. Enamur Rah-
man on Monday said Bangladesh is now
more capable in search and rescue as
over 42 lakh volunteers have been
trained and equipped with necessary in-
struments to respond to disasters.
Thestate minister made the remarks
while addressing the inauguration of
south Asia’s first disaster risk manage-

ment centre titled “ Private Sector Emer-
gency Operation Center (POC)” at the
DCCI office in Motijheel

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & In-
dustry (DCCI) and Strengthening Urban
Public-Private Programming for Earth-
quake Resilience Project (SUPER Proj-
ect) have jointly established the POC.

The state minister said government
and private sector should work together
for more efficient disaster risk manage-
ment and this emergency operation cen-

tre can play a vital role in such collective
efforts.

He informed that the government
has taken initiatives to establish a *Na-
tional Emergency Operation Center” in
Tejzaon area with technical and finan-
cial assistance from China.

DCCI President Rizwan Rahman
Said, “To ensure risk-free industrializa-
tion and investiment, we should focus on
risk resilience infrastructure system”

He urged to change the traditional mindset regarding disaster
risk management and to be aware of its impact.

He stressad more involvement of the private sector in this
regard. He also said any disaster hampers industrialization
and economic growth so this is the duty of all of us irrespec-
tive of business or non-business sector to respond to this criti-
cal issue. Md Mohsin, Secretary Ministry of Disaster and
relief said, "Bangladesh is now a role model for disaster man
agement and the participation of private sector reflects the
preparedness to create awareness of this sector”

Country Director of ActionAid Bangladesh Farah Kabir
said the private sector should allocate more funds for research
on disaster risk management and also to create a database of
skilled manpower for disaster management. She also said that
trade organizations in the rural areas should incorporate more
in this regard. Head of Office, DG European Civil Protection
and Humanitarian Aid Operations Daniela D'Urso and
National Director of World Vision Bangladesh Suresh Bartlett
also shared their views at the programme. DCCI Senior Vice
President NKA Mobin delivered the vote of thanks. DCCI Vice
President Monowar Hossain and members of the Board of
directors were also present,



Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) in collaboration with
Strengthening Urban Public-Private
Programming for Earthquake Resil-
ience Project (SUPER Project) has es-
tablished South Asia’s first disaster risk
management center in Bangladesh.

At an event on Tuesday, State Minis-
ter for Disaster Management and Relief
Dr Md Enamur Rahman inaugurated
the Private Sector Emergency Operation
Center, said a press release.

While addressing the occasion, DCCI
President Rizwan Rahman said, “We
should focus on risk resilience infra-
structure system to ensure risk free in-
dustrialisation and investment.”

He urged all to change the tradi-
tional mindset regarding disaster risk
management and to be aware of its
impact.

He stressed ensuring more involve-
ment of the private sector in this regard
and said any disaster hampers the in-
dustrialisation and economic growth
so this is the duty of all irrespective of
business or non-business sector to re-
spond the critical issue.

Dr Md Enamur Rahman said the gov-
ernment and the private sector should
work together for disaster risk manage-
ment in Bangladesh and hoped that
this emergency operation center will
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DCCI sets up 1st disaster risk
management center in S Asia

State Minister for Disaster Management and Relief Dr Md Enamur Rahman along with DCCI leaders inaugurate the center

on Tuesday

play a vital role to combat any disaster.

He told the participants that gov-
ernment has taken initiatives to estab-
lish a “National Emergency Operation
Center” in Tejgaon area with Chinese
technical and financial assistance.

He also said that over 42 Lakh vol-
unteers are already been trained and
equipped with necessary instruments
to mitigate the losses of disaster.

Disaster and Relief Secretary Md
Mohsin said Bangladesh is now a role
model for disaster management and the
participation of private sector reflects
the preparedness to create awareness
of this sector.

Country Director of ActionAid Bang-
ladesh Farah Kabir said private sector
should allocate more funds for research
on disaster risk management and also

- Courtesy Photo

create a database of skilled manpower
for disaster management.

She also said that trade organisa-
tions in the rural areas should incorpo-
rate more in this regard.

DCCI Senior Vice President N K A
Mobin gave vote of thanks while DCCI
Vice President Monowar Hossain and
members of its board of directors were
present.
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Pvt sector emergency operation
center maugurated at DCCI

BSS

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) and Strengthening Urban Public-
Private Programming for Earthquake
Resilience Project (SUPER Project) have
jointly established South Asia's first disaster
risk management center titled "Private
Sector Emergency Operation Center
(POC)" in Bangladesh.

State  Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief Dr Md Enamur
Rahman inaugurated the center as the
chief guest ata function in the city while
Md Mohsin, Secretary, Ministry of
Disaster  Mana-
gement and Relief,
was present as the
special guest,

Dr Md Enamur
Rahman said govern-
ment and private
sector should work
together for disaster
risk management in
Bangladesh  and
opined that this
emergency operation
center can play a

vital role to fight against any disaster.

He informed that the government
has taken initiative to establish a
“National Emergency Operation Center”
in Tejgaon arca with Chinese technical
and financial assistance.

Rahman also said that over 42 Lakh
volunteers are already been trained and
equipped with necessary instruments to
mitigate the losses of disaster.

In his opening remarks, DCCI
President Rizwan Rahman said to ensure
risk free industrialization and invest-
ment we should focus on risk resilience
infrastructure system.
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Private sector emergency operation center inaugurated at
DCCI

DHAKA, Oct 12, 2021 (BSS) - Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) and Strengthening Urban Public-Private Programming for Earthquake
Resilience Project (SUPER Project) have jointly established South Asia's first
disaster risk management center titled "Private Sector Emergency Operation

Center (POC)" in Bangladesh.

State Minister for Disaster Management and Relief Dr Md Enamur Rahman
inaugurated the center as the chief guest at a function in the city while Md Mohsin,
Secretary, Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief, was present as the special
guest.

Dr Md Enamur Rahman said government and private sector should work
together for disaster risk management in Bangladesh and opined that this
emergency operation center can play a vital role to fight against any disaster.

He informed that the government has taken initiative to establish a "National
Emergency Operation Center" in Tejgaon area with Chinese technical and
financial assistance.

Rahman also said that over 42 Lakh volunteers are already been trained and
equipped with necessary instruments to mitigate the losses of disaster.

In his opening remarks, DCCI President Rizwan Rahman said to ensure risk free
industrialization and investment we should focus on risk resilience infrastructure
system.

He urged to change our traditional mindset regarding disaster risk management
and to be aware of its impact.

He stressed for more involvement of the private sector in this regard and said
any disaster hampers the industrialization and economic growth so this is the duty
of all of us irrespective of business or non-business sector to respond this critical
Issue.

Md Mohsin, Secretary of the Ministry of Disaster and relief said, Bangladesh is
now a role model for disaster management and the participation of private sector
reflects the preparedness to create awareness of this sector.

Country Director of ActionAid Bangladesh Farah Kabir said private sector should
allocate more fund for research on disaster risk management and also to create a
database of skilled manpower for disaster management. She also said that trade
organizations in the rural areas should incorporate more in this regard.

Head of Office, DG European Civil Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations
Daniela D'Urso and National Director, World Vision Bangladesh Suresh Bartlett
also shared their views.
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