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Five-yr trade licence
renewal facility

soon: DSCC

FE REPORT

The Dhaka South City
Corporation (DSCC) is plan-
ning to introduce a five-year
trade licence renewal facility,
allowing businesses to renew
their licences for five years
through a single application,
Administrator Abdus Salam
said on Sunday.
"Hopefully, we will introduce it
soon," he said at adiscussion
meeting on "Local Business
and Commerce, Law and Order,
Human Rights Development
and Trade Licence Services" in
the capital.

The administrator also said
the DSCC was taking initia-
tives to digitalise its services.
""We are working to make the
trade licence renewal process
easier, faster and digital," he
said, adding that the city cor-
poration plans to introduce a
one-stop service soon to pro-
vide harassment-free trade
licence services.

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI), in collaboration with
the DSCC, organised the event
atits Motijheel office, where a
week-long trade licence
renewal service was launched
for businesses operating
within the DSCC area.

Trade licence holders, includ-
ing DCCl members, can renew
their licences for fiscal year
2026-27 by paying the pre-
scribed fees at the DCCl office
from August 16 to 20,
between 10am and 4pm.
Abdus Salam said the DSCC
currently had around 250,000
trade licences, although the
number of businesses operat-
ing within its jurisdiction was
significantly higher.

He urged all businesses to
obtain and renew trade

© Digital trade licence services

in the works

© One-stop service coming soon

© 246,180 licences issued across

294 categories

© DSCC targets Tk 1.5 billion
revenue in FY27

licences to ensure they oper-
ate legally.

On traffic congestion, the
administrator said initiatives
were underway to bring bat-
tery-operated auto-rick-
shaws and hawkers under a
registration system.

DSCC Chief Executive Officer
Md Khoybar Rahman said a
major share of the city corpo-
ration's revenue came from
holding taxes paid by resi-
dents and trade licence fees
paid by businesses.

Around 246,180 trade
licences have already been
issued across 294 business
categories within the DSCC
jurisdiction, he added.

He also said the city corpora-
tion had set a revenue collec-
tion target of Tk 1.5 billion for
fiscal year 2026-27 and
urged businesses and resi-
dents to cooperate in achiev-
ing the target.

DCClI President Taskeen
Ahmed said a trade licence
was one of the basic docu-
ments required to operate a

business.
However, entrepreneurs
often face difficulties in
obtaining and renewing
licences due to a lack of infor-
mation, uncertainty over
required documents and
delays at different stages of
the process, he said.
He emphasised that automat-
ing the process would signifi-
cantly reduce delays and
harassment in obtaining trade
licences and other business-
related services.
Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Additional Police
Commissioner (Admin) Md
Masud Karim said business and
investment could not gain
momentum without a sup-
portive law and order situation.
He urged businesspeople to
inform law enforcement
agencies if they faced extor-
tion allegedly involving police
personnel while unloading
goods from trucks or covered
vans at different locations in
Old Dhaka.
saif.febd@gmail.com
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Regulate battery
rickshaws, free

Dhaka footpaths

Business leaders urge govt

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Business leaders at a discussion
vesterday urged the government
to regulate the rapidly growing
number ol battery-run rickshaws
free Dhaka’s footpaths and roads
from hawker encroachment,
address waterlogging, and repair
dilapidated roads.

They also called on the Dhaka
South City Corporation to extend
the trade licence renewal period to
five vears.

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry and DSCC
jointly organised the discussion at
the DCCI auditorium, with DSCC
Administrator Md Abdus Salam as
the chief guest.

Business leaders raised
concerns over the uncontrolled
growth of battery-run rickshaws

said the city corporation
was also expanding banking
facilities and working to
pavment
ol taxes and trade licence
“You have asked
for a five-vear trade licence
renewal period. Yes, we can “We

enable online

renewals.

do that,” he said.

On batterv-run rickshaws
said
hawkers had spread across
almost everv neighbourhood
and the situation could not
continue without discipline.

“We are already bringing
them under a registration
system. We have said the
regarding
rickshaw drivers. You cannot
simply come to Dhaka today
and start driving a rickshaw

and hawkers, Salam

same  thing

BUSINESSES DEMAND

Extend trade licence renewal
penod to 5yrs

 Resolve wuteriogg!ng repuar “
diiupiduted ror.:lds

Pmtect busmesspeop!e from
excessive charges

WHAT DSCC SAYS

Rickshaw pullers, hawkers to be
reguiuted thrc:ugh hcenr.:es Il]s

Five-year tmde hc:enc:e
renewal possible

Drainage projects underway to
address waterlogging

and auto-rickshaws, questioning
how many such vehicles were
leaders to help address
problems in their respective

areas. He said some
shopkeepers themselves
occupy footpaths  with

additional shops and collect
rent from them, describing
the practice as extortion.

stop extortion, regardless
of which political party is
involved. No political party
should be allowed to engage
in extortion,” he said.

On waterlogging, Salam
said around 32 locations
in Dhaka experience water
accumulation after heavy
rain. The city corporation
is using pumps and has
undertaken drainage
projects to  eventually
discharge rainwater into the

technology,
enabled cameras.

“We have
cameras at various locations
and are getting good results.
We want to expand their use
further,” he said, adding that
cameras had been installed
definitely want to in
initiatives were underway in
Mohammadpur and other
areas.

Regarding
rickshaws, Karim said police
were conducting drives and
seizing vehicles, while the
City
and relevant ministries were
working on a clear policy for
a permanent solution.

On hawkers, Karim said
eviction drives had been
conducted in several areas,

operating in the city and calling
for a proper regulatory framework.

“Please  make sure that
businesspeople do notface any kind
of harassment while conducting
their businesses. By harassment,
I mean the excessive increase in
charges |city corporation tax, trade
licence fees and signboard fees|,” a
speaker said.

In reply, Salam, a former
DCCI vice president, said
businesspeople should be able to
operate without harassment. He
said he had rejected proposals
to increase such fees after taking
charge.

Salam said trade licences should
be issued on the same day and
urged people to report any delays
for immediate action. He “We are

including Al

installed Al

Gulshan and similar

battery-run

corporation, police,

tomorrow, or start hawking Buriganga. but hawkers often returned.
witha Siall,” he said. He also stressed Temporary  rehabilitation
The authorities would preserving canals and followed by a permanent
determine the number of open spaces and reducing solution was being
rickshaws and  hawkers excessive concrete coverage considered, he said.

allowed to operate and issue
and identification
numbers, while their biodata
would be maintained in a

licences

database, he said.
Salam

urged business

to allow rainwater to seep
into the ground.

Masud Karim, assistant
police commissioner (DMDP),
said police were modernising
Dhaka’s policing through

He said police had given
the
combating extortion and
instructed local police to
take strict action against
those involved.

highest priority to
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Businesses seek
simpler trade licence
process, lower fees

COMMERCE - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Business leaders have called for a
simpler, faster and hassle-free pro-
cess for issuing and renewing trade
licences, sayirig recent increases in
trade licence and signboard fees are
placing additional financial pressure
on businesses. -

They also urged the authorities
to regulate different types of vehi-
cles, including battery-run autorick-
shaws, and enforce traffic laws ef-
fectively to ease traffic congestion in
the capital.

They made the demands at a
view-exchange meeting jointly or-
ganised by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
and Dhaka South City Corporation
(DSCQ in Dhaka yesterday.

Anger over fee hikes
Speaking at the meeting, former
DCCI Vice President Abdus Salam
said the initial fee for a trade licence
was only Tkso, but the renewal fee
has now risen to several thousand
taka. Signboard fees have also in-
creased significantly.

He urged the administration to
ensure a hassle-free business atmos-

phere and consider traders' ability to
pay when setting trade licenses and
other fees,

Traders present at the event said
they paid Tk7,800 to renew their
trade licence last year, but the fee
increased to Tkio,000 this year..
They also said their signboard fee
increased from Tk6, 640 to Tk9,000.

The traders said businesses are
still struggling to return to normal
operations, while higher trade li-
cence and signboard fees are adding
to their financial burden.

Long delays in receiving
renewed trade licences
Moulvibazar Traders Association
President Md Ali Bhuiyan said
Dhaka South officials collected out-
standing trade licence fees from

traders in June, but many have yet to .

receive their renewed licences nearly
three months later.

He said the DSCC administrator
was sincere in addressing traders’
concerns, but field-level officials were
not acting with sufficient urgency.

Trade licence process

to be automated, five-

year validity planned

Dhaka South Chief Executive Officer
Md Khoybor

Rahman said there are currently
246,180 trade licences .under the
corporation’s jurisdiction. -

Against a revenue collection tar-
get of Tkiso crore for FY26, DSCC
collected Tku5 crore, he said. The
collection target for the current fis-
cal year has also been set at Tki50
crore.

Khoybor  said trade licences
are important legal documents for
businesses and the issuance pro-
cess will be made simpler, more
transparent and accountable. Steps
are also being taken to automate
the system, he added.

DSCC’ Administrator Md . Abdus

Salam said arrangements would
soon be made to allow traders and
citizens to renew trade licences
once every five years instead of an-
nually.

The renewal process will also be
made faster, easier and fully digital,
he said. “Trade licences must be is-
sued on the day of application. No
delays will be tolerated.”

Demand for equal

enforcement of traffic laws

On traffic congestion, traders called
for measures to control the number
of autorickshaws on Dhaka’s roads.
They urged stricter regulation and
safer, quality public transport. .

Business leaders said private
car owners face legal action for not
wearing seatbelts, while similar en-
forcement is rare against CNG-run
autorickshaws, rickshaws and oth-
er vehicles.

They also raised safety con-
cerns over autorickshaws fitted
with metal rod bumpers, which
can endanger pedestrians, and
called for stricter enforcement of
traffic rules.

DMP Additional Commissioner
Md Masud Karim said police are
working to modernise law enforce-
ment and traffic management to
create a business-friendly environ-
ment.
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Businesses in Dhaka South City Corporation
(DSCC) areas will soon be able to renew their
trade licences for five years at a time, easing a
long-standing administrative burden for
entrepreneurs.

DSCC Administrator Md Abdus Salam said
the facility would be introduced soon as part of
efforts to make trade licence services faster,
easier and more business-friendly.

“We are working to make the trade licence
renewal process easier, faster and digital,” he

I -ITHUE&IMPARTIAL
MONDAY, 17 AUGUST 2026

DSCC to allow 5-year
trade licence renewals

said at a discussion titled “Local Business and
Commerce, Law and Order, Human Rights
Development and Trade Licence Services”,
organised by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) in the capital.

Salam said the DSCC was working to enable
businesses to renew trade licences and pay
holding and other municipal taxes from their
premises through digital services.

Regarding the demand for five-year
renewals, he said the proposal had received
positive consideration and an official decision
would be announced soon.

The administrator also assured
businesses that the DSCC
would focus on cooperation
rather than enforcement in
providing  trade licence
services.

“We want to provide servic-
es through murtual understand-
ing and cooperation with the
business community instead of
applving force or creating har-
assment,” he said.

On signboard rtaxes, Salam
said the actual size of many
signboards at large commercial
establishments was not prop-
erly reflected in tax assess-
ments.

He assured businesses of a
fair and transparent system
and said they would not be
harassed over the issue.

Turning to wider urban
challenges, he identified traftic
congestion, footpath encroach-
ment and illegal hawkers as
major problems facing the
capital.

Hawkers and battery-run
rickshaws would be brought
under a registration system,
with licences issued based on a
fixed quora, he said.

Their identities and activi-
ties would also be maintained
in a digital database.

The DSCC administrator
said outstanding trade licence
fees and unpaid rents in city
corporation markets would
also  be  addressed in
consultation  with  business
organisations.

He also called on business
leaders to work alongside the
administration to tackle traffic
congestion, footpath encroach-
ment, extortion and other
urban management challenges.

“Without the active cooper-
ation of the business commu-
nity, sustainable solutions to
these problems are not possi-
ble,” he said.

Speaking on Old Dhaka’s
heritage, Salam said various
programmes had been under-
taken to mark the 416th anni-
versary of the historic part of
the capital.

“We want to develop Dhaka
in such a way that its citizens
can proudly regard it as their
own city,” he said.

DCCI  President Taskeen
Ahmed presided over the
meeting.

Additional Commissioner
of Dhaka Metropolitan Police
Masud Karim attended as a
special guest, while senior offi-
cials of the two city corpora-
tions, DCCI directors and busi-
ness leaders were also present.
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5-year trade licence renewal
facility soon: DSCC

Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka

DHAKA South City Cor-
poration administrator Md
Abdus Salam on Sunday
said that a five-vear renew-
al facility for trade licences
would be introduced soon
to make services easier and
more convenient for busi-
nasses.,

“We are working to make
the trade licence renewal
process easier, faster and
digital,’ he said whils ad-
dressing a  discussion
mesting on ‘Local Busi-
ness and Commerce, Law
and Order, Human Rights
Development and Trade Li-
cence Services' organised
by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry in
the capital.

Salam said that the
DSCC wanted to provide
trade licence  services
through mutual under-
standing and cooperation
with the business com-
munity instead of applying
force or creating harass-
ment,

He said that necessary
measures wera baing taken
to anable businessas to re-
new tracde licences and pay
holding taxes and other
municipal taxes from home
through digital services.

Regarding the demand
for five-yvear trade licence
renewal, the DSCC admin-
istrator said that the pro-
posal had been positively

considered and an official
decision would be an-
nounced soon.

On signboard taxes, he
gaid that the actual size of
many signboards of large
commeéercial establish-
ments was not properly re.
flected in tax assessmonts.

However, ha stressed
that businesses would not
be harassed over the is-
sua, and the DSCC would
ansure a fair and transpar-
ant systam for determining
such taxes,

The DSCC administra-
tor identified traffic con-
gestion, encroachment of
footpaths and the problem
of illegal hawkers as some
of the major challenges fac-
ing the capital.

He said that hawkers
and batterv-run rickshaws
would be brought under
a registration sysltem and
licances would be jssued
based on a fixed number.

Their identities and
activitias would also be
prasarved in a digital data-
base, he added.

Salam said that the
longstanding problems of
outstanding trade licence
fees and unpaid rents in
city corporation markets
would also be addressed in
cooperation with business
organisations.

He callad for market-
based coordination ini-
tiatives involving business
associations to resolve the
problems.

Speaking about the pres-
ervation of Old Dhaka's
heritage, he said that vari-
ous programmes had been
undertaken marking the
416th anniversary of the
historic part of the capital.

‘We want to develop
Dhaka in such a way that
its citizans can proudly re-
gard it as their own city.’ he
said.

The DSCC adminisira-
tor also wged business
leadaers to take a leading
role, alongside the admin-
istration, in addressing
traffic congestion, footpath
encroachment, extortion
and other urban manage-

ment problems.

‘“Without the active co-
operation of the business
community, sustainable
solutions to these prob-
lems are not possible,’ he
said.

DCCI president Taskin
Ahmed presided over the

meeting.
Additional commis-
sioner of Dhaka Metropoli-

tan Police Masud Karim
attended the meeting as a
speocial guest.

Senior officials of the
twa  city  corporations,
DCCI directors and busi-
ness leaders were also pre-
sant,

Dhaka South City Corporation administrator Md Abdios Salam
speaks at a dISCUSSION Meeting (rganised by the Dhaka Chamiber

of Commerce and Industry in the capital on Sundery

—B55
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5-year trade
licence renewal
facility coming
soon: DSCC
Administrator

Dhaka South City Corporation
(DSCC) Administrator
MdAbdus Salam on Sunday
said that a five-year renewal
facility for trade licences will
be introduced soon to make
services easier and more con-
venient for businesses.

"We are working to make
the trade licence renewal pro-
cess easier, faster and digital,”
he said while addressing a dis-
cussion meeting on "Local
Business and Commerce, Law
and Order, Human Rights
Development and Trade
Licence Services" organised
by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) in the capital.

Salam said the DSCC wants
to provide trade licence ser-
vices through mutual under-
standing and cooperation
with the business community
instead of applying force or
creating harassment.

He said necessary mea-
sures were being taken to
enable businesses to renew
trade licences and pay holding
taxes and other municipal
taxes from home through digi-
tal services.

Regarding the demand for
five-year trade licence renew-
al, the DSCC administrator
said the proposal had been
positively considered and an
official decision would be
announced soon.

On signboard taxes, he said
the actual size of many sign-
boards of large commercial
establishments was not prop-
erly reflected in tax assess-
ments. —BSS
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DCCI launches week-long trade
licence renewal service

Wy e

-

!Tribune Report

The Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (DCCI) and the
Dhaka South City Corporation
(DSCC) have jointly launched a
week-long special service booth
to streamline the trade licence
renewal process for businesses
under DSCC jurisdiction.

Simultaneously, a view-ex-
change meeting addressing busi-
ness environment, law and order,
and traffic congestion was held by
the two organizations.

DSCC Administrator Md Abdus
Salam inaugurated the event on
Sunday (16 August) at the DCCI

S

Auditorium in Motijheel, Dhaka.

Special guests included DSCC
CEO Md Khayrul Rahman and
Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP)
Additional Commissioner (Ad-
ministration) Md Masud Karim.

The service will run from 16
August to 20 August, operational
daily from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM.

DCCI member firms and other
area businesses can pay the pre-
scribed fees on-site to renew their
trade licences for FY27.

DCCI  president  Taskeen
Ahmed stated that a trade licence
is a foundational business doc-
ument. However, entrepreneurs
frequently encounter delays and

harassment due to vague docu-
mentation rules, multiple office
visits, and administrative hurdles.

He stressed that eliminating
procedural delaysand harassment
is essential for a business-friendly
environment, urging the imple-
mentation of digital solutions and
multi-year trade licence renewal
options.

Chief guest Md Abdus Salam
highlighted that public hearings
are being hosted every Saturday
to ensure accountability within
the city corporation, encouraging
residents and business owners to
participate.

Regarding fees, he noted that
if the National Board of Revenue
(NBR) charges levied alongside
the standard trade licence fee can
be reduced, the total renewal cost
would drop further.

The administrator noted that
while DSCC currently accounts
for roughly 250,000 active trade
licences, the actual number of
operating commercial entities is
far higher. He urged unlicensed
units to legalize their operations
through new registrations or
timely renewals. e
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5-year trade licence renewal facility coming soon:
DSCC Administrator

N
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DHAKA, Aug 16, 2026 (BSS) - Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC)
Administrator Md Abdus Salam today said that a five-year renewal facility for
trade licences will be introduced soon to make services easier and more
convenient for businesses.

"We are working to make the trade licence renewal process easier, faster and
digital,” he said while addressing a discussion meeting on "Local Business and
Commerce, Law and Order, Human Rights Development and Trade Licence
Services" organised by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) in
the capital.

Salam said the DSCC wants to provide trade licence services through mutual
understanding and cooperation with the business community instead of applying
force or creating harassment.

He said necessary measures were being taken to enable businesses to renew
trade licences and pay holding taxes and other municipal taxes from home
through digital services.

Regarding the demand for five-year trade licence renewal, the DSCC
administrator said the proposal had been positively considered and an official
decision would be announced soon.

On signboard taxes, he said the actual size of many signboards of large
commercial establishments was not properly reflected in tax assessments.

However, he stressed that businesses would not be harassed over the issue, and
the DSCC would ensure a fair and transparent system for determining such taxes.

The DSCC administrator identified traffic congestion, encroachment of footpaths
and the problem of illegal hawkers as some of the major challenges facing the
capital.

He said hawkers and battery-run rickshaws would be brought under a registration
system and licences would be issued based on a fixed number.

Their identities and activities would also be preserved in a digital database, he
added.

Salam said the longstanding problems of outstanding trade licence fees and
unpaid rents in city corporation markets would also be addressed in cooperation
with business organisations.

He called for market-based coordination initiatives involving business associations
to resolve the problems.

Speaking about the preservation of Old Dhaka's heritage, he said various
programmes had been undertaken marking the 416th anniversary of the historic
part of the capital.

"We want to develop Dhaka in such a way that its citizens can proudly regard it as
their own city," he said.

The DSCC administrator also urged business leaders to take a leading role,
alongside the administration, in addressing traffic congestion, footpath
encroachment, extortion and other urban management problems.

"Without the active cooperation of the business community, sustainable solutions
to these problems are not possible," he said.

DCCI President Taskin Ahmed presided over the meeting.

Additional Commissioner of Dhaka Metropolitan Police Masud Karim attended the
meeting as a special guest.

Senior officials of the two city corporations, DCCI directors and business leaders
were also present.
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DSCC to reduce trade licence renewal fees if NBR charges
cut: Salam

Dhaka South City Corporation (DSCC) Administrator Abdus Salam on Sunday said the fees for
trade licence renewal could be further reduced if National Board of Revenue (NBR) charges

included in the prescribed fees are lowered.

He made the remarks while attending a view-exchange meeting titled "Improvement of Local
Business, Law-and-Order Situation, Traffic Congestion and Trade Licence Renewal Service™ as

the chief guest at the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) auditorium.

At the programme, the DCCI and DSCC jointly inaugurated the week-long "Trade Licence Service
Week 2026.

Under the initiative, trade licence holders in the DSCC areaq, including DCCI members, can renew
their licences for fiscal year 2026-27 by paying the prescribed fees from 10:00am-4:00pm on
August 16-20 at the DCCIL.

Salam said the DSCC currently has around 250,000 trade licences, though the actual number of
businesses operating within its jurisdiction is significantly higher, and urged all businesses to
obtain and renew licences to operate legally.

He said the city corporation holds public hearings every Saturday to ensure accountability and
gather input from residents and businesses, and added that it is emphasising digital
management to make trade licence services harassment-free, with plans to introduce a one-

stop service soon.

On traffic congestion, the DSCC administrator said initiatives are underway to bring battery-
powered auto-rickshaws and hawkers under a registration system, and sought cooperation
from the business community to implement one-way traffic systems to help restore the
heritage of Old Dhaka.

In his welcome remarks, DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed said a trade licence is one of the most
important basic documents for operating a business, but entrepreneurs often face difficulties in
obtaining and renewing them due to lack of information, uncertainty over required documents,

and procedural delays.

He said automating the process will significantly cut delays and harassment, adding that

introducing multi-year renewal facilities will further ease the burden on businesses.

DSCC Chief Executive Officer Md Khoybar Rahman said a major share of the city corporation’s
revenue comes from holding taxes and trade licence fees, with about 246,180 licences already

issued under 294 business categories within the DSCC jurisdiction.
He said the city corporation has set a revenue collection target of Tk 150 crore for FY27 and

sought cooperation from businesses and residents to help achieve it.

Additional Police Commissioner (Admin) of Dhaka Metropolitan Police (DMP) Md Masud Karim
said business and investment cannot gain momentum without a supportive law-and-order

situation, adding that DMP is prioritising the issue.

He urged businesspeople to report any alleged extortion involving police personnel during
unloading of goods in Old Dhaka, and said Al-powered cameras installed on several roads have

helped ease traffic congestion, with plans underway to expand the programme.

Masud also said a policy is being formulated to bring discipline to auto-rickshaw movement

through registration and number plates.

Speakers at the meeting stressed the need for a conducive business environment, reduced
trade licence fees, hassle-free automated renewal, measures against traffic congestion and
waterlogging, registration of auto-rickshaws, footpaths free of hawkers, and strict action against

extortion by political groups and law enforcement personnel.

Following the inaugural session, representatives of 10 DCCI member enterprises received their

renewed trade licence copies from the DSCC administrator.

DCCI Senior Vice President Raozeev H Chowdhury, Vice President Md Salem Sulaiman and

members of the Board of Directors were present at the meeting.
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