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Bangladesh hopeful
of signing FTA with
Malaysia by 2027

Bangladesh High Commissioner to Malaysia Manjurul Karim
Khan Chowdhury on Wednesday expressed hope that a Free
Trade Agreement (FTA) between Bangladesh and Malaysia
would be signed by December 2027, reports UNB,

Referring to discussions held between the Prime Ministers of
Bangladesh and Malaysia during the recent visit of the
Bangladesh Prime Minister to Malaysia, he also expressed
optimism that such an agreement would play a positive role in
further expanding bilateral trade, business and investment.

A 39-member business delegation led by Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (DCCI) President Taskeen Ahmed
participated in a business discussion titled "Bangladesh Busi-
ness Forum: Connecting Businesses, Forging Partnerships and
Expanding Opportunities", organised by the Klang Chinese
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (KCCI) at the KCCCl audito-
rium in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.

Chairman of SME Corp. Malaysia Teng Chang Khim attended the
event as the special guest. In his welcome remarks, President of
the Klang Chinese Chamber of Commerce & Industry Jeffery Tan
said that one of Malaysia's largest seaports is located in Klang.
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Malaysian entrepreneurs keen to invest in
Bangladesh’s ICT sector
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Malaysian entrepreneurs have expressed interest in investing in Bangladesh's
information and communication technology sector, provided necessary facilities and
a conducive investment environment are ensured.

The interest was expressed at a business discussion titled ‘Bangladesh Business
Forum: Connecting Businesses, Forging Partnership and Expanding Opportunities’,
organised by the Klang Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry at its auditorium
in Malaysia today, said a press release here,

A 39-member business delegation led by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
president Taskeen Ahmed participated in the forum. Chairman of SME Corp Malaysia
Teng Chang Khim attended the event as the special guest.

In his welcome remarks, KCCCI president Jeffery Tan said Klang, home to one of
Malaysia's largest seaports, offers modern logistics facilities essential for business
and trade.

He suggested that Bangladeshi entrepreneurs could explore investment opportunities
in Klang, while Malaysian entrepreneurs could consider investing in Bangladesh’s ICT
sector as Malaysia is shifting from labour-intensive industries towards technology-
driven industries.

DCCI president Taskeen Ahmed said Bangladesh and Malaysia enjoy longstanding
friendly economic relations, but stronger cooperation between the private sectors of
the two countries is needed to further expand bilateral trade and investment.

He said Bangladesh offers promising investment opportunities for Malaysian
entrepreneurs in energy infrastructure, digital financial services,
telecommunications, semiconductors, halal food, healthcare, tourism and human
resource development. He also sought Malaysian cooperation in increasing exports of
Bangladeshi products to ASEAN countries.

Taskeen said Bangladesh's healthcare sector also offers significant opportunities for
Malaysian investors, noting that Bangladeshis spend around $4-6 billion annually
abroad for medical treatment. He invited Malaysian healthcare entrepreneurs to
establish world-class hospitals and healthcare facilities in Bangladesh.

He also called for greater Malaysian cooperation in developing Bangladesh’s tourism
industry and promoting the growth of the halal economy.

Bangladesh high c ioner to Malaysia Manjurul Karim Khan Chowdhury said
Bangladesh is not only a major source of manpower but also an emerging investment
destination with opportunities in various sectors.

He identified the absence of a bilateral trade agreement as one of the major

impediments to expanding trade and t between Bangladesh and Malay

Referring to recent discussions between the prime ministers of the two countries, he
expressed hope that a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between Bangladesh and Malaysia
would be signed by December 2027, saying such an agreement would contribute to
expanding bilateral trade, business and investment.

He invited Malaysian entrepreneurs to invest in Bangladesh's aviation, medical
services, ICT and agro-processing sectors.

The high commissioner also highlighted Bangladesh's large market for Malaysian
halal products and sought Malaysia's expertise in developing an effective halal
ecosystem in Bangladesh.

He further sought Malaysian cooperation in developing skilled human resources for
Bangladesh's semiconductor sector through training and capacity-building
PrOgrammes.

Speaking as the special guest, SME Corporation Malaysia chairman Teng Chang
Khim said Malaysia currently has around 1.3 million SMEs.

He urged the DCCI and KCCCI to strengthen cooperation between SMEs of the two
countries through greater interaction, business networking and expanded
commercial opportunities.

He also highlighted the contribution of Bangladeshi workers to ysia's economy,
particularly in infrastructure development, and expressed hope that the existing
positive people-to-people relations would further contribute to expanding trade,
business and investment ties.

DCCI senior vice-president Razeev H Chowdhury made a presentation on
Bangladesh's trade and investment opportunities. He emphasised expediting
initiatives for signing an FTA, strengthening the halal economic partnership between
the two countries and providing technical assistance to Bangladeshi SMEs to expand
exports and establish links with global entrepreneurs.

As part of efforts to strengthen bilateral trade and investment cooperation, the DCCI
and KCCCI signed a memorandum of understanding at the event.

DCCI president Taskeen Ahmed and KCCCI president Jeffery Tan signed the MoU on
behalf of their respective organisations.

The forum also featured 40 B2B matchmaking sessions between members of the
DCCI delegation and representatives of the Klang Chamber.

Later, DCCI president Taskeen Ahmed paid a courtesy call on Malaysian minister for
tourism, arts and culture Tiong King Sing.

DCCI senior vice-president Razeev H Chowdhury, vice-president Md Salem Sulaiman
and Bangladesh and deputy high commissioner to Malaysia Shahanara Monica were
also present.

During the meeting, Tiong King Sing said the number of Bangladeshi tourists
travelling to Malaysia has been inc ing every year.

He said Malaysia is placing emphasis on promoting Muslim tourism and expressed
hope that the number of Bangladeshi tourists would increase further, given
Bangladesh's large Muslim population.

The Malaysian minister also expressed his country's interest in providing training to
develop skilled human resources and strengthen management capacity for
establishing an effective Muslim tourism ecosystem in Bangladesh.

He said the Malaysian government is also considering establishing advanced
hospitals and medical centres in Bangladesh to provide world-class healthcare
services,

He proposed signing a MoU between Islamic Tourism Centre (ITC) Malaysia and DCCI
to promote the tourism industries of the two countries and strengthen mutual
cooperation.
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Bongladesh High Commissioner to Malaysia Manjurul Karim Khan Chowdhury on Wednesday
expressed hope that a Free Trade Agresment (FTA) between Bangladesh and Malaysia would
bbe signed by December 2027,

Refarring to discussions held betwsen the Prime Ministers of Banglodesh and Malaysia during
the recent visit of the Bangladesh Prime Minister to Maloysia. he olso expressed optimism that

He noted that Malaysian entrepreneure could plaoy an important role in developing skilled
humaon resources in Bangladesh's semiconductor sector through troining and copacity-
bullding initiatives

Chairman of SME Corporotion Maloysia Tan Ching Khim said that Molaysia currently hos 1.3
mililion SMEs.

He urged both the Dhaka Chomber and the Klang Chamber to work togather to enhance
interaction between small and medium-sized entreprensurs of Bonglodesh ond Malaysia,

strengthen business cooperation and expond business opportunities.

He said that Bongladeshi workers coristitute the largest group ameong loreign workers employed
in Malaoysia and have been moking an important contribution to the Malaysian economy,
particularly to the development of Maoloysio's infrostructure sector, through their skilled
participotion in various economic activities.

He also noted that the pecple of Moloysio hove o positive ottitude towords expatriates from
Bangladesh. He expressed hope that this positive relationship would contributa furthar to the
expansion of treds, business and investment betwean tha two countries.

At the event DCCI Senior Vice President Rozeev H Chowdhury gove o presentation on

such an ogreement would play o positive role in further expanding kil trade, busi and

investment.

A 39-member business delegotion led by Dhoka Chomber of Commerce & industry (DCC1)
Prasidant Taskean Ahmed participoted in o business discussion titled "Banglodesh Business
Forurm: Connecting Businesses, Forging Partnerships and Expanding Opportunities”, organised
by the Klang Chinese Chamber of Commerce & Industry (KCCI) ot the KCCCI cuditorium in
Kuala Lumpur, Molaysia,

Chaiman of SME Corp. Molaysia Teng Chang Khim attended the avant as the spacial guest

In his welcome remarks, President of the Klang Chinesa Chamber of Commerce & Industry

Jeffery Tan said that one of Malaysia's largaest seaports is located In Klang.

s trade and Investmant opportunities.

He emphasised the need to expedite initiotives for signing an FTA at the earliest, enhance the

halal economic partnership between Bonglodesh and Maloysio, and provide technical

ossistance to Banglodeshi SME entrepreneurs 1o expand their exports, alongside establishing
k with global entrep

To further expand cooperation in bilateral trade ond investment, a Memorandum of
Understanding (Mol) was signed between the DCCI and KCCL DCCI President Toskeen Ahmed
ond Klang Chomber President Jeffery Tan signed the Mol on behalf of their respective
organisations.

A total of 40 B2B matchmaking sessions wera held between memibers of the DCCI buslhess

He added that. given the ovailability of modern logistics facilities essential for and
trade, Banglodeshi entreprensurs may consider investment opportunities in Malaysio,

particulorly in Klang.

Jettary Tan noted that Malaysia is currently shifting its focus from labour-Intensive Industrias
towards technology-driven industries.

He said Malaysion entrepreneurs could consider investing in Banglodesh's ICT sector it the
necessary focilities ond a conducive invastmant anvironment are ensured,

Dhoka Chomber President Taskeen Ahmed, expressing gratitude to the Klong Chomber for
Inviting the DCCI business delegation, sald Bangladssh and Malaysia have long-standing
friandly economic ralotions.

Howevar, the private sectors of both countries nead to work tegsther to further expand bilataral
trode.

He noted thot Bonglaodesh is the world's second-largest exporter of ready-mode garments,
while the country's services and other manufacturing-orientad sectors also offer significant
potential for foreign investors,

Promizing Investment Oppartunities

The Dhaka Chamber President sald that Bangiadesh offers promising investment opportunities
tor Malaysian entrepranaurs in gactors including energy infrastructure, digital tinancial services,
telacommunications, semiconductors, halal focd products, healthcare, tourism and human
resource skills development.

Taskeen Ahmed also called for ysia's P ing the export of Bangladeshi
products to other countries In the ASEAN region. He further soid thot Bangiadeshis spend
approximately USD 4-6 billion onnually abroad for medical treatment.

in i

Considering this, he noted thot Maloysion healthcare-sector entreprensurs could moke an
important contribution to Banglodesh's healthcare sector by establishing world-class hospitals

and healthcore facifities in the country.
He also sought ysia's i+ ping o word-class tourism industry In

Bangladesh and promating the averall growth of the halal industry.

1 in

High Commissioner Chowdhury said Banglodesh is not only o major source of manpaower but
0lso o promising investrment destination,

He noted that Banglodssh offers cbundont investment opportunities ocross various potantial
sectors, which Maloysion entrepreneurs con explore.

The envoy said that one of the major impediments to expanding trode and business between
Bangladesh and Malaysia Is the absence of a bllateral trade ogreement between the two
countries,

He also invited Maloysion entrepreneurs to invest in Bangladesh's promising sectors, including

aviation, medicol services, ICT and agro-processing.

The envoy said thot Bonglodesh has o large market for Malaysion halol preducts and sought
Mdlaysia’s coop in halal ¥ by
levaraging Malaysia's long-standing expertise and experience in this sector.

g an In Bangl

C vand watives of the Klang Chamber during the event.

Talks with Malaysian Tourism Minister

Later, delegation leader and DCC) President Toskeen Ahmed paid a courtesy coll on Minister for
Taurlsm, Arts and Culture of Malaysia Tiong King Sing.

DCCl Senior Vice President Rozeev H Chowdhury, Vice President Md, Solem Suloimon and
Mirdstar & Deputy High Commi of g 1 o Mosammat Shahanora
Maonica wera also prasant at the meeting.

During the meeting, the Ministar said that the number of tourists travelling to Malaysia from
Bangiodesh has been Increasing every year, which is highly encouraging,

He said that Malaysia is placing signiicont emphasis on promeoting Muslim tourism and
exprassed the hope thot, os Bangladesh is home to one of the world's lorgest Muslim
populations, the number of Banglodeshi tourists visiting Maloysio would continue to grow in the
Tutura.

p skilled human
Muslirm tourism

He said thot Malaysia is i din p ing

y training to

and il o gament tar g an
ecosystem in Bonglodesh,
He also informed that the Malaysian government is considering the establishment of advanced

hospitals and meadical centras in Bangladesh to provide world-class healthoore services.

He proposed signing o Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) between the Islomic Tourism
Centra (ITC) Maioysia and the DCCI to promate the development of the tourism industries of
both countries and strengthen mutual cooperation
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Malaysian entrepreneurs keen
to invest in Bangladesh’s ICT

sector

Malaysian entrepreneurs have expressed interest in investing in Bangladesh's
information and
a conducive investment environment are ensured.

ation tec

logy sector, p ded necessary facilities and

Thei Was exp i at a business discussion titled ‘Bangladesh Business
Forum: Connecting Businesses, Forging Partnership and Expanding Opportunities),
organised by the Klang Chinese Chamber of Commerce and Industry at its anditorium

in Malaysia today, said a press release here.

A 39-member business delegation led by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
president Taskeen Ahmed participated in the forum. Chairman of SME Corp Malaysia
Teng Chang Khim attended the event as the special guest.

In his welcome remarks, KCCCI president Jeffery Tan said Klang, home to one of
Malaysia's largest seaports, offers modern logistics facilities essential for business
and trade.

He suggested that Bangladeshi entrepreneurs could explore investment opportunities
in Klang, while Malaysian entrepreneurs could consider investing in Bangladesh’s ICT

sector as Malaysia is shifting from labour-i industries ds technology-
driven industries.
DCCI president Taskeen Ahmed said Bangladesh and Malaysia enjoy longstanding

friendly economic relations, but stronger cooperation between the private sectors of
the two countries is needed to further expand bilateral trade and investment.

He said Bangladesh offers
entrepreneurs in energy infrastructure, digital financial services,
telecommunications, semiconductors, halal food, healtheare, tourism and human
resource development. He also sought Malaysian cooperation in increasing exports of
Bangladeshi products to ASEAN countries.

ing investment opportunities for Malaysian

Taskeen said Bangladesh's healthcare sector also offers significant opportunities for
Malaysian investors, noting that Bangladeshis spend around $4-6 billion annualby
abroad for medical treatment. He invited Malaysian healthcare entrepreneurs to
establish world-class hospitals and healthcare facilities in Bangladesh.

He also called for greater Malaysian cooperation in developing Bangladesh's tourism
industry and promoting the growth of the halal economy.

Bangladesh high commissioner to Malaysia Manjurul Karim Khan Chowdhury said
Bangladesh is not only a major source of manpower but also an emerging investment
destination with opportunities in various sectors.

He identified the absence of a bilateral trade agreement as one of the major
impediments to expanding trade and business between Bangladesh and Malaysia.

Referring to recent discussions between the prime ministers of the two countries, he
expressed hope that a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between Bangladesh and Malaysia
would be signed by December 2027, saying such an agreement would contribute to
expanding bilateral trade, business and investment.

He invited Malaysian entrepreneurs to invest in Bangladesh’s aviation, medical
services, ICT and agro-processing sectors,

The high commissioner also highlighted Bangladesh’s large market for Malaysian
halal products and sought Malaysia's expertise in developing an effective halal
ecosystem in Bangladesh.

He further sought Malaysian cooperation in developing skilled human resources for
Bangladesh's semiconductor sector through training and capacity-building
programmes.

Speaking as the special guest, SME Corporation Malaysia chairman Teng Chang
Khim said Malaysia currently has around 1.3 million SMEs.

He urged the DCCI and KCCCI to strengthen cooperation between SMEs of the two
countries through greater interaction, business networking and expanded
commercial opportunities.

He also highlighted the contribution of Bangladeshi workers to Malaysia's economy,
particularly in infrastructure development, and expressed hope that the existing
positive people-to-people relations would further contribute to expanding trade,
business and investment ties.

DCCI senior vice-president Razeev H Ch y made a presentation on
Bangladesh's trade and investment opportunities. He emphasised expediting
initiatives for signing an FTA, strengthening the halal economic partnership between
the two countries and providing technical assistance to Bangladeshi SMEs to expand
exports and establish links with global entrepreneurs.

As part of efforts to strengthen hilateral trade and investment cooperation, the DCCI
and KCCCI signed a memorandum of understanding at the event.

DCCI president Taskeen Ahmed and KCCCI president Jeffery Tan signed the MoU on
behalf of their respective organisations.

The forum also featured 40 B2B matchmaking sessions berween members of the
DCCI delegation and representatives of the Klang Chamber.

Later, DCCI president Taskeen Ahmed paid a courtesy call on Malaysian minister for
tourism, arts and culture Tiong King Sing.

DCCI senior vice-president Razeev H Chowdhury, vice-president Md Salem Sulaiman
and Bangladesh and deputy high commissioner to Malaysia Shahanara Monica were
also present.

During the meeting, Tiong King Sing said the number of Bangladeshi tourists
travelling to Malaysia has been increasing every year.

He said Malaysia is placing emphasis on promoting Muslim tourism and expressed
hope that the number of Bangladeshi tourists would increase further, given
Bangladesh's large Musli lation

The Malaysian minister also expressed his country’s interest in providing training to
develop skilled human resources and strengthen management capacity for

1g an effective lim tourism e in Bangladesh.

He said the Malaysian government is also considering establishing advanced
hospitals and medical centres in Bangladesh to provide world-class healthcare

services.

He proposed signing a Mol between Islamic Tourism Centre (ITC) Malaysia and DCCI
to promote the tourism industries of the two countries and strengthen mutual
cooperation.
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FTA with Malaysia by 2027
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Cl today (23 Sep P hope that a Free Trade
Agr (FTA} b and would be signed
by December z0z7.

Relerring to discussions held between the Prime Ministers of Bangladesh
and Malaysia during the recent visit of the Bangladesh Prime Minister to
Malaysia, he also expressed optimism that such an agreement would play a
positive role in further expanding bilateral trade, business and investment.

A 3g-member business delegation led by Dhaka Chamber of Commernce &
Industry (DCCH) President Taskeen Ahmed participated in a business
discussion fitfled “Bangladesh Business Forum: Connecting Businesses,
Forging F hips and Expanding Opg Ithes", ised by the
Klang Chinese Chamber of Commerce & Industry (KCCI) at the KCCO
auditorium in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,

Chairman of SME Corp. Malaysia Teng Chang Khim attended the event as
the special guest.

In his welcome remarks, President of the Klang Chinese Chamber of
Commerce & Industry Jeffery Tan said that one of Malaysia's largest
seaporis is located in Klang,

He added that, given the avallability of modern logistics facilities essentlal
business and trade, Bangladeshi entreprencurs may  consider
investment opportunities in Malaysia, particularly In Klang,

for

feffery Tan noted that Malaysia is currently shifting its focus from labour-

towards tec pchri

He said Malaysian entrepreneurs could consider i in

He noted thar Mataysian entrepreneurs could play an important role in
developing skilled human resources in Bangladesh's semiconductor sector
through fraining and capacity-building initiatives.

Chairman of SME Corporation Malaysia Tan Ching Khim sakd that Malaysia
currently has 1.3 million SMEs,

He urged both the Dhaka Chamber and the Klang Chamber to work
together 1o enhance interaction between small and medium-sized
cntrepreneurs of Bangladesh and  Malaysia, strengthen  business
cooperation and expand business opportunties,

He sald that Bangladeshl workers constitute the largest group among

foreign workers employed in Malaysia and have been making an impaortant

contribution to the Malaysian economy, particularly to the development of

Malaysia’s infrastructure sector, through their skilled participation in

various economic activities.

He also noted that the people of Malaysia have a positive attitude towards
from He

relationship would contribute further to the expansion of trade, business

hope that this positive

and investment between the two countries.

Al the event, DCCL Senfor Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury gave a
on Bangladesh's trade and 1

He emphasised the need to expedite Initiatives for signing an FTA at the
earliest, enhance the halal economic partnership berween Bangladesh and
technical assistance to  Bangladeshi SME
entrepreneurs to expand their exports, alongside establishing linkages with

Malaysia, and provide
global entrepreneurs.

To further expand cooperation in bilateral trade and investment, a
Memorandum of Understanding (Mol) was signed between the DECT and
K. DCCI Presldent Taskeen Ahmed and Klang Chamber President jeffery
Tan signed the Moll on behalf of their respective organisations.

A toral of 40 BzB matchmaking sessions were held between members of the
DEC] business delegation and representatives of the Klang Chamber during
the event.

Talks with Malaysian Tourism Minister

ICT sector if the necessary faciliies and a conducive investment
environment are ensured.

Dhaka Chamber President Taskeen Ahmed, expressing gratitude to the

Later, leader and DCO President Taskeen Ahmed paid a
courtesy call on Minister for Tourism, Ars and Culture of Malaysia Tiong
King Sing.

DO Senbor Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury, Vice President Md. Salem
and Minister & Deputy High Commissioner of Bangladesh o

Klang Chamber for inviting the DCC] business del said ladest
and Malaysia have long-standing friendly economic relations,

However, the private sectors of both countries need to work fogether to
further expand bilateral trade.

He noted that Bangladesh is the world's second-largest exporter of ready-
made garments, while the country’s services and other manufacturing-

oriented sectors alse offer significant potential for foreign investors,

The Dhaka Chamber President sadd that Bangladesh offers promising
itles for in sectors Including
energy Infrastructure, digital fnancial services, teb ations,

TIFEpren

Malaysia Mosammat Shahanara Monica were also present at the mecting.

During the meeting, the Minister said that the number of tourists travelling
to Malaysia {rom Bangladesh has been increasing every year, which is
highly encouraging.

He said that Malaysia is placing significant emphasis on promoting Muslim
tourtsm and expressed the hope that, as Bangladesh {s home to one of the
world's largest Muslim populations, the number of Bangladeshi tourists
visiting Malaysia would continue (o grow in the future,

He said that Malaysia is interested In providing necessary training to
develop zkilled human resources and strengthen management capacity for

semiconductors, halal food products, healthcare, tourlsm and human
resource skills development.

Taskeen Ahmed also called for Malaysia's cooperation in increasing the
export of Bangladeshi products to other countries in the ASEAN region. He
further said that is spend Iy USE 46 hillion
annually abroad for medical treatment.

Considering this, he noted that Malaysian healthcare-sector it

an effective Muslim tourism ecosystem In Bangladesh,

He also informed that the i is ¢ the
establishment of advanced hospitals and medical centres in Bangladesh to
provide world-class healtheare services,

He signing & M dum of {Moll) batween the
Islamic Tourism Centre {ITQ Malaysia and the DOCE to promote the
development of the fourism industries of both countries and strengthen
mutual o

could make an L. o 's healtl sector

by establishing world-class hospitals and healthcare facilities in the
country.

He also sought Malaysia's cooperation in develeping a world-class tourism
Industry In Bangladesh and promoting the overall growth of the halal
Industry,

High Ci =i Cl y said is not only a major source
ol P but alsoa i il i
He noted that offers i BCTOSS

various polential sectors, which Malaysian entrepreneurs cin explone.

The envoy said that one of the major impediments 1o expanding trade and
business between Bangladesh and Malaysia is the ahsence of a bilateral
tradde agreement between the two countries.

He also invited Malaysian entrepreneurs to invest in Bangladesh's
promising sectors, including aviation, medical services, KT and agro-
processing.

The envoy said that Bangladesh has a large market for Malaysian halal
products and sought Malaysla's cooperation In establishing an effective
halal ecosystem in Bangladesh by leveraging Malaysia's long-standing
expertise and experience in this sector,
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