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Inadequate infrastructure and
weak institutional
coordination are undermining
Bangladesh's export
competitiveness, leaving the
country lagging behind
regional peers, experts said at
aroundtable on Saturday.
They pointed out that lengthy
cargo clearance processes,
high business costs and the
absence of modern cold-
chain logistics are stifling the
country's trade ambitions.
The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
organised the roundtable
titled "Integrated port and
logistics development for a
trade-driven Bangladesh" at
its auditorium in the capital.
In his welcome remarks,
Razeev H Chowdhury, Senior
Vice President of DCCI, said
infrastructural limitations
and a lack of coordination
among institutions are
severely affecting the
country's logistics efficiency.
"Lengthy cargo clearance
procedures at ports, slow
transportation through road
and rail networks, and
limitations in modern cold-
chain logistics are making the
overall supply chain costly
and inefficient," he said.

As aresult, Bangladesh is
falling behind its competing
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Poor logistics, weak coordination
dent export competitiveness

Experts tell DCCl roundtable
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Experts at a roundtable titled "Integrated port and logistics development for a trade-
driven Bangladesh" organised by the DCCI at its auditorium in the capital on Saturday.

nations, he added.

He stressed the need for an
efficient sustainable logistics
ecosystem through paperless
automated systems at ports,
infrastructure development
under Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) initiatives
and increased investment in
cold-chain facilities to attract
both local and foreign
investment.

Md. Salim Ullah, Director
General of the Bangladesh
Institute of Management
(BIm), who attended as
special guest, said the country
remains significantly behind
in managing integrated port

and logistics systems
efficiently, driving up the cost
of doing business.

He underscored the
importance of coordinated
efforts among all
stakeholders to achieve
desired developmentin the
sector.

In his keynote presentation,
Dr. M. Masrur Reaz, Chairman
and CEO of Policy Exchange of
Bangladesh, said the
manufacturing sector
contributes nearly 25 per cent
to the country's GDP --
higher than many
neighbouring economies --
but weak logistics and high

business costs hinder a trade-
supportive environment.

He noted that reducing
logistics costs by 25 per cent
could boost exports by 20 per
cent, whilea 1 percent cutin
transportation costs could
increase exports by 7.4 per
cent.

Md Habibur Rahman, former
member (Admin and
Planning) of the Chittagong
Port Authority, said
expanding railway
connectivity is the only viable
long-term solution, as there
is limited scope for further
widening the Dhaka-
Chattogram highway.

He proposed establishing rail
links with ports to ensure
faster and cheaper cargo
movement.

Dr. Md. Shamsul Hoque,
Professor, Department of
Civil Engineering, Bangladesh
University of Engineering and
Technology (BUET), said
development planningin the
country often lacks
practicality, hindering
expected outcomes.

S.K. Masadul Alam Masud,
Managing Director of
Shahariar Steel Mills Ltd.,
said entrepreneurs remain
reluctant to use Pangaon
Inland Container Terminal
due to the absence of
adequate scanning facilities.
Nusrat Nahid Babi, Senior
Transport Specialist at the
World Bank, observed that
customs clearance
procedures in Bangladesh
have yet to be fully simplified
and modernised.

Humayun Kabir, Senior
Project Officer (Transport),
Transport Sector Office,
Asian Development Bank,
said the ADB is currently
working on developing the
Dhirashram Inland Container
Depot and a multimodal
logistics hub to improve the
country's trade
infrastructure.

sajibur@gmail.com



Ports will play a crucial role in shaping Bangladesh’s future export competitiveness, experts said, calling for paperless and automated

port systems.
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$100b export target

at risk without
logistics relorms

Warns an economist as Bangladesh still faces high
trade costs, long cargo waiting times

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh’s goal of reaching $100 billion
in export earnings by 2030 may not be
achievable without major improvements in
trade facilitation, port efticiency and logistics
capacity, economist M Masrur Reaz warned
vesterday.

He said exports are currently around $55
billion, but Bangladesh still faces high trade
costs, long cargo waiting times, congestion
and weak logistics infrastructure compared
with regional competitors such as Vietnam
and India.

“Reaching $100 billion in exports by
2030 or even by 2033 with the current trade
facilitation and logistics capacity will not
be possible unless we significantly improve
efliciency, reduce time and cut costs,”
said Reaz, chairman of Policy Exchange of
Bangladesh.

He made the remarks at a roundtable titled
“Integrated Port and Logistics Development
for a Trade Driven Bangladesh”, organised
by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) in Dhaka.

Reaz said Bangladesh’s export costs are
about one and a half times higher than
Vietnam’s and, in some cases, nearly double
those of India. He also noted that import
processing takes significantly longer in
Bangladesh.

He added that the country continues
to lag in global competitiveness, logistics
performance and productivity, which is
weakening its ability to attract investment
and integrate into global supply chains.

Comparing Bangladesh with Vietnam,
he said Vietnam has increased its exports
to nearly $400 billion through sustained
reforms in trade facilitation and logistics.

In contrast, Bangladesh remains at about
$55 billion, even though both countries had
similar export levels in the late 1990s.

Reaz said ports will play a crucial role
in shaping Bangladesh’s future export
competitiveness, especially as global supply
chains shift and China moves away from low
value garment production worth around $35
to $40 billion annually.

Bangladesh’s

export costs are

about one and a

hall times higher

’ than Vietnam’s

and, in some

cases, nearly double those of
India

M Masrur Reaz
Chairman of PEB

Citing World Bank data, he noted that
“cutting logistics costs by 25 percent could
boost exports by 20 percent” and that
“reducing port dwell time by just one day
could increase exports by 7.4 percent.”

However, he said, relying only on public
funding for port development is no longer
realistic due to limited government resources
and fiscal pressure.

“Developing ports through a fully public-
sector model is neither feasible nor desirable.
We have to move toward public-private
partnerships,” he added.

Md Salim Ullah, director general of
the Bangladesh Institute of Management
(BIM), said Bangladesh is still far behind in
managing integrated ports and logistics

efficiently, which is keeping the cost of doing
business high.

Md Habibur Rahman, former member
(administration and planning) of the
Chittagong Port Authority, said rail
connectivity is the only long-term solution
for cargo transport, as there is limited scope
to further expand the Dhaka Chattogram
highway.

He also suggested involving the private
sector in operating at least one seaport,
saying it would improve competition, service
quality and efficiency.

Razeev H Chowdhury, senior vice
president of DCCI, said long cargo clearance
procedures, slow transport systems and
the lack of modern cold-chain facilities are
making Bangladesh’s supply chain costly and
inefhcient.

He called for paperless and automated
port systems, infrastructure development
through public-private partnerships, and
higher investment in cold-chain logistics.

Md Shamsul Hoque, professor of Civil
Engineering at BUET, criticised Bangladesh’s
fragmented infrastructure planning and
called for an integrated multimodal transport
system along with institutional reforms.

He said infrastructure development has
mostly focused on passenger transport,
while freight transport -- despite being more
complex and economically important -- has
been largely neglected.

He also pointed out the lack of integrated
transport planning, noting that roads,
railways, waterways and aviation are developed
separately instead of as a unified system. Even
when facilities are located close to each other,
such as an airport and a railway station, there
is still no seamless connectivity between rail,
metro, road and air transport.
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Weak logistics, high business costs hurt
trade competitiveness: Experts

BUSINESS - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Wealk logistics infrastructure and high cost
of doing business are undermining the
country’s trade competitiveness and con-
straining export growth, economists and
business leaders wamed yesterday, calling
for coordinated reforms in ports, transport
and supply chain management to improve
efficiency and attract investment.

Manufacturing contributes
around 40% to Bangladesh’s
GDP higher than many
neighbouring countries, but
attracting both local and
foreign investment remains
crucial for further expansion.

port costs could raise exports by 7.4%.
The observations came at a roundtable
titled “Developing an Integrated Port and
Logistics Sector for Trade-Dependent Bang-
ladesh,” organised by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry in Dhaka.
Speaking at the event, DCCI Senior
Vice-President Rajib H Chowdhury said in-
frastructural limitations and lack of insti-
tutional coordination in the logistics sec-
tor are seriously hindering the country’s
export potential, causing Bangladesh to

They also observed that reducing logis-
tics costs by 25% could increase exports by
20%, while a 1% reduction in freight trans-

slow transportation through road
and rail networks, and limited mod-
e cold-chain logistics facilities
have made the overall supply chain
system costly and inefficient.
Toimprove the investment climate
and overall economy, Rajib stressed
the need for paperless automated
systems at ports, public-private part-
nership (PPP}-based infrastructure
development, and expanded invest-
ment in modern cold-chain logistics.
Presenting the keynote paper, M
Masrur Reaz, chairman and chief
executive officer of Policy Exchange
Bangladesh, said manufacturing
contributes around 40% to Bangla-
desh's GDP higher than many neigh-
bouring countries, but attracting
both local and foreign investment re-
mains crucial for further expansion.
He noted that although Bangla-
desh’s exports have undergone sig-
nificant transformation over the past
four decades, export earnings are
still concentrated in a limited num-
ber of products and markets, making
diversification essential for sustaina-

M MASRUR REAZ

BANGLADESH

hle economic growth.

Masrur also emphasised improv-
ing trade-related capabilities, infra-
structure development and policy
reforms, He identified weak logis-
tics structures and high operational
costs as key barriers to creating a
trade-friendly environment,

He further said effective imple-
mentation of the national logistics
policy, engagement of both interna-
tional-standard foreign operators and
domestic private firms in port manage-
ment, reducing container clearance
time at Chittagong Port Authority, and
removing policy bottlenecks are essen-
tial for developing the logistics sectot.

Bangladesh Institute of Manage-
ment Director General Md Salim Ul-
lah, who attended as a special guest,
said the country remains signifi-
cantly behind in ensuring efficient
management of integrated ports and
logistics services, which continues
to increase business costs,

He called for coordinated efforts
among all stakeholders to modern-
ise the sector.

Additional Secretary and former

CHAIRMANMN AND CEO, POLICY EXCHANGE

fall behind competing nations.

He said lengthy cargo clearance proce-

dures at ports,

member (Administration and Plan-
ning) of the Chittagong Port Author-
ity Md Habibur Eahman said there
is limited scope for expanding the
Dhaka-Chattogram highway further,
making rail connectivity the most vi-
able solution for faster and cheaper
cargo transportation.

He also proposed involving the
private sector in operating at least
one of the country’s seaports, argu-
ing that competition would improve
service quality and potentially re-
duce existing tariffs.

Professor Md Shamsul Hoque of
the Department of Civil Engineering
at Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology said unre-
alistic development planning has
prevented Bangladesh from achiev-
ing desired outcomes, particularly in
transport infrastructure.

He stressed that communication
infrastructure must be integrated
and coordinated to deliver positive
economic impacts.

SK Masadul Alam Masud, man-
aging director of Shahriar Steel Mills
Ltd, said the ahsence of scanner ma-

chines at the Pangaon Inland Con-
tainer Terminal discourages busi-
nesses from using the port.

He also noted that inadequate
inland waterway infrastructure has
increased industrial transportation
costs instead of reducing them.

World Bank Senior Transport Spe-
cialist Nusrat Nahid Babi said customs
clearance procedures in Bangladesh
are yet to be sufficiently simplified and
modernised, especially at land ports
where digital systems remain absent.
*As a result, delays in cargo clearance
continue to raise business costs.”

Asian Development Bank Senior
Project Officer Humayun Kabir said
the ADB is working on implementing
the Dhirashram ICD container depot
and a multimodal logistics hub pro-
ject. He also stressed the importance
of ensuring digital systems across all
stages of logistics services.

Among others, Infrastructure
Investment Facilitation Company
Managing Director Md Moniruzzam-
an and representatives from logistics
and business sectors also participat-
ed in the discussion.



Weak logistics, high
business costs hinder
trade growth: experts

Staii Correspondent

EXPERTS on Saturday said
that weak logistics infra-
structure and high business
costs were among the key
reasons  behind Bangla-
desh's lack of a trade-sup-
portive environment.

They stressad the impor-
tance of implementing the
national logistics policy and
engaging efficient foreign and
cdomestic private-sector op-
erators in port managenyent,
along with reducing contain-
ar clearance time and remov-
ing policy barriers.

They were speaking at a
roundtable titled ‘Integrated
Port and Logistics Develop-
ment for a Trade-Driven
Bangladesh', organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and [ndustry at its of-
fica in the capital.

At the event, M Masrur
Reaz. chairman and chief
expcutive officer of Paolicy
Exchange Bangladesh, pre-
sented the keynote.

He said that reducing lo-
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Masmur Reaz said that
Bangladesh lagged behind
its competitors in various
trade logistics indices.

‘In Logistics Performance
Index, Bangladesh ranked
88 while India's position
was 38 and Vietnam's was
43, he added, saying that in
Trading Across Border in-
dex, Bangladesh's rank was
176, far behind India's 68

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry senion vice-president
Razeev H Chowdhury and Policy Exchange Bangladesh chalman
and chief exscutive officer M Masrr Reaz, among others, ane
present at a roundtable hosted by the chamber atits office nthe 404 partially functional Na-

capital on Saturday

gistics costs by 25 per cant
could increase exports by 20
per cent, while a 1 per cent
reduction in transportation
costs could raise exports by
7.4 per cent,

He also said that exports
would be increased by 7.4
per cent if dwell times could
be reduced by 1 day at the
Chattogram pori.

Moreover, setting the min-
imum speed at 40 kilomsires

vl 1L

and Vietnam's 104.

Moreover, in Container
Fort Performance Index
2024, Chattogram rankead
3568, where India’s [NPT's
rank was 23 and Vietnam's
Haiphong secured 30th, he
addad.

He also said that Bangla-
dash had a lack of temper-
ature-contralled logistics
| and adequate cold storage
at both air and sea trans-
port daspite unpredictable
weather, along with inefl-
ficient land port operations

— Press release tignal Single Window.

He stressed the impontancs
per hour at the national high- of affective implementation of
ways could also increase the {hae pational logistics policy,
axports by 3.7 per cent. _ involving both international-

T there wera no congestion, syandard foreign  operators
the total costs bome by truck and domestic private sector
operators would be 355 per companies in port manage-
cent lower on average. along ment, reducing  container
with 0.5 per cent reduction in ~Jaarance time at the Chat-
carbon dicedde emission and Port and removing
an average 84 per cent de policy-related barriers.
crease in in-transit inventory  He emphasised enhanc-
camying costs,” he added. ing trade-related capac-

ity, improving infrastructurs

and modemising policies
and regulations.

He also mecommended
an integrated logistics hub
contred on Chattogram and
Mongla o develop
Bangladas?t?scmml region
for regional and global trade,
aleng with modernised port
infrastructure and multimod-
al transport networks, such as
saa, road, rall and watarway.

He also suggested in-
creasing deep seaport ca-
pacity, strengthening digital
customs and trade facilita-
tion, improving the supply
chain and expanding mod-
ern warehousing and distri-
bution centre facilities.

Mad Salim Ullah, director
general of the Bangladesh
Institute of Management,
sald that Bangladesh re-
mained significantly bahind
in the efficient management
of integrated ports and logis-
tics systems, thereby contin-
uously increasing the cost of

doing business,
He also stressed the im-

portance of coordinated af-
forts among all stakeholdars
to achieve the desiped daval-
opment in the sector.

In his welcome
speach, Razeev H Chowd-
hury, senior vice-presidemt
of the DCCI, said that Bang-
ladesh's export competi-
tiveness was being severaly
hampered by infrastructural
limitations and a lack of in-
stitutional coordination in
the country’s logistics sector.

desh is falling behind its
competing nations, he addad,
noting that lengthy cargo
clearancd procadures at ports,
slow transportation through
moad and rail networks, and
limitations in modem cold-
chain logistics were making
the ovarall supply chain cost-
lv and inefficient.

Hea emphasised the need
to ensure an efficient, sus-
tainable and automated lo-
gistics ecosystem along with
infrastructure development
undar public-private part-
nership initiatives.

SK Masadul Alam Mas-
ud, managing director of
Shahariar Steel Mills Lim.-
ited, said that entreprensurs
weare reluctant to use the
Pangaon Port due to the ab-
sance of necessary scanning
devices.

He also pointed out that
insufficiemt inland water-
way infrastructure was in-
creasing industrial transpor-
tation costs.

Nusrat Nahid Babi, senior
transport specialist at World
Bank Bangladesh, said that
customs clearance proce-
dures in Bangladesh had vet
to be fully simplified and
modemisad.

Humayun Kabir, senior
project  officer (transport)
at the Asian Development
Bank, emphasised on ensur-
ing digitisation and automa-
tion across all levels of logis-
tics services,



Business Desk

Industry leaders, policy-
makers and development
partners on Saturday
stressed the urgent need
for structural reforms, rail-
way-port connectivity and
private sector involvement
in port operations to over-
haul Bangladesh's costly
and fragmented logistics
system.

The call came at a
roundtable titled
'Integrated Port and
Logistics Development for
a Trade-Driven
Bangladesh,” organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) at its auditorium in
the capital, according to
UNB report.

In his welcome address,
DCCI Senior Vice President
Razeev H Chowdhury said
Bangladesh's export com-
petitiveness is  being

I‘Ln. | I W starud for peophe’s righis

SUNDAY, 10 MAY 2026

Experts call for rail connectivity, private
sector role in port management

severely undermined by
infrastructural bottlenecks
and poor institutional
coordination in the logis-
tics sector, leaving the

)

country behind its regional
rivals.

He pointed to lengthy
cargo clearance proce-
dures at ports, slow road
and rail freight movement,
and inadequate cold-chain
infrastructure as key driv-
ers of supply chain ineffi-
clency.

He called for paperless

automated port systems,
PPP-based infrastructure
investment and expanded
cold-chain capacity to
attract both local and for-

eign investment.
Md. Salim Ullah,
Director General of

Bangladesh Institute of
Management (BIM), who
attended as special guest,
said the country remains
significantly behind in
integrated port and logis-
tics management, with the
gap continuously pushing

sServer

up the cost of doing busi-
ness.

He urged coordinated
action among all stake-
holders to accelerate sec-

tor development.

Md Habibur Rahman,
Additional Secretary and
former Member (Admin
and Planning) of the
Chittagong Port Authority,
said there is little room left
to expand the Dhaka-
Chattogram highway and
that railway connectivity is
the only sustainable long-

term solution.

He proposed dedicated
rail links to ports for faster,
lower-cost cargo move-
ment and recommended
allowing the private sector
to operate at least one sea-
port, a move he said would
inject competition into a
government-dominated
sector, raise service stan-
dards and potentially bring
down tariffs.

Md. Shamsul Hoque,
Professor of Civil
Engineering at BUET, said
development planning in
Bangladesh often lacks
practical grounding, pre-
venting projects from
delivering expected out-
comes,

He stressed that com-
munication infrastructure
must be integrated rather
than built in silos and
called for deeper structural
reforms within govern-
ment institutions.
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Logistics bottlenecks eroding

export advantage: DCCI

Chamber urges integrated port, rail, digital logistics

reforms to cut

business costs

B

-

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) has warned that persistent weaknesses
in Bangladesh’s logistics and port management
systems are eroding export competitiveness,
inflating business costs and discouraging in-
vestment at a time when the country is striving
to diversify its export base,

Business leaders, policymakers and devel-
opment partners at a high-level roundtable
on Saturday said Bangladesh could struggle
to sustain trade growth momentum amid in-
tensifying global competition unless it devel-
ops an integrated and efficient logistics eco-
system.

The observations came at a discussion titled
“Integrated Port and Logistics Development
for a Trade-Driven Bangladesh” organised by
DCCI in Dhaka.

Addressing the event, DCCI Senior Vice
President Razeev H Chowdhury said infra-
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structural bottlenecks, lengthy cargo clearance
procedures and weak institutional coordina-
tion are significantly increasing the cost of
doing business in Bangladesh.

“Bangladesh is falling behind competing
countries due to inefficiencies in ports, trans-
port connectivity and supply chain manage-
ment,” he said, adding that delays in road and
rail transportation, alongside inadequate cold-
chain logistics facilities, are undermining
export efficiency.

He called for the rapid introduction of pa-
perless and automated systems at ports, ex-
pansion of logistics infrastructure through
Public-Private Partnership (PPP) initiatives
and greater investment in modern cold-chain
facilities to attract both local and foreign in-
vestment.

Presenting the keynote paper, Dr M Masrur
Reaz, chairman and CEO of Policy Exchange
Bangladesh, said Bangladesh's manufacturing
sector contributes around 25% to GDP, yet

export earnings remain heavily concentrated
in a limited range of products and markets.

He noted that reducing logistics costs by
25% could boost exports by nearly 20%, while
a 1% reduction in transport costs could in-
crease exports by 7.4%.

“Export diversification will remain difficult
without improving logistics efficiency, trade
infrastructure and policy support,” he ob-
served.

Dr Reaz also stressed the need for effective
implementation of the national logistics policy,
faster container clearance at Chattogram Port
and greater private sector participation in port
management.

Special guest Md Salim Ullah, director
general of the Bangladesh Institute of Manage-
ment (BIM), said Bangladesh remains signifi-
cantly behind in integrated logistics manage-
ment, resulting in rising operational costs for
businesses.

Former Chittagong Port Authority member
Md Habibur Rahman said expanding railway
connectivity with ports is the only sustainable
long-term solution, as there is limited scope for
further widening the Dhaka-Chattogram
highway corridor.

Experts at the event also highlighted the
need for structural reforms, digitisation of
customs procedures and modernisation of
inland waterway logistics to reduce delays and
improve supply chain efficiency.

Nusrat Nahid Babi, senior transport special-
ist at the World Bank, said customs clearance
systems, particularly at land ports, remain in-
sufficiently modernised, contributing to pro-
longed cargo release times and higher logistics
COSLS.

Meanwhile, Humayun Kabir, senior project
officer (transport) at the Asian Development
Bank, said the ADB is currently working on the
development of the Dhirashram Inland Con-
tainer Depot and a multimodal logistics hub
project. He also emphasised the importance of
ensuring digitisation and automation across all
levels of logistics services.
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Businessmen, economists and
infrastructure experts have
called for building an efficient,
integrated and modern logistics
ecosystem in the country to
increase export capacity and
reduce the cost of doing business.
They also said that Bangladesh
is lagging behind in international
competition due to slow
port management, lack of
coordination, high transportation
costs, and weak infrastructure.
These were said at a
roundtable meeting titled
“Development of Integrated Ports
and Logistics Sector for Trade-
Based Bangladesh” organized by
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) in the capital

DhakaTribune
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DCCI for building efficient, integrated logistics
ecosystem to boost exports
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on Saturday (May 9).

Bangladesh  Institute  of
Management (BIM) director
general Md Selim Ullah was
special guest at the event.

DCCI senior vice president
Rajib H Chowdhury said that the
infrastructural  limitations and
institutional lack of coordination
in the country’s logistics sector
are severely hampering export

capacity. The logistics system has
become expensive and sluggish
due to long delays in unloading
goods at ports, slow transport
systems on roads and railways, and
lack of modern cold-chain facilities.

He said that it is important to
introducepaperlessandautomated
systems at ports to attract local
and foreign investment, develop
infrastructure based on public-

private partnership (PPP), and
increase investment in modern
cold-chain logistics.

BIM DG Md Selim Ullah said
that Bangladesh is still far behind
in integrated port and logistics
management. Asaresult, the cost
of doing business is increasing.
The government and the private
sector will have to work together
to develop this sector.

M Masrur Reaz, chairmman
and CEO of Policy Exchange
of Bangladesh, presented the
keynote speech at the event.
He said that despite significant
progress in Bangladesh’s exports in
the last four decades, exports are
still limited to a few products and
markets. There is no alternative
to diversification for sustainable
development of the economy. e
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DCCI calls for
logislics reforms
lo enhance
exporl polential

TIMES Report Dhaka

Cutting logistics cosis by 25 per
cent could increase Bangladesh's
exports by 20 per cent, experts
emphasised at a roundtable
organised by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
on Saturday.

The event “Integrated Port
and Logistics Development for
a Trade-Driven Bangladesh,’
highlighted the crucial role that an
efficient logistics system plays in
boosting exports and enhancing
global competitiveness.

Policy Exchange of Bangladesh
Chairman and CEO M Masrur
Reaz, in his keynote speech,
stressed the need for improved
infrastructure,  policies, and
trade capacity to support the
diversification of exports and long-
term growth.

“Reducing logistics costs by
25 per cent could boost exports
by 20 per cent,” he said, urging
Bangladesh to act swiftly in
implementing the changes
needed.



Staff Correspondent

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCC) organized a round-
table discussion on “Integrated Port
and Logistics Development for a
Trade-Driven Bangladesh™ on
Saturday at the DCC1 Auditorium,

Md. Salim Ullah, Director General
ol Bangladesh
Management (BIM), GoB graced the
occasion ns the Special Guest,

In his welcome remarks, Razeev
H Chowdhury, Senior Vice President.,
DCCT stated that Bangladesh's expornt
competitiveness is being severely
hampered due o ntrastructural limi-
tations and lack of mstitutional coor-
dination in the country's logistics
sector, As a resull Bangladesh is
falling behind its competing nations,

Institute of

anglades
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DCCI for ensuring etficient, integrated
logistics ecosystem to boost exports

He noted that lengthy cargo elear-
ance procedures at pors, slow trans-
portation through road and rail
networks and limatations in modern
cold-chain logistics are making the

overall supply chain costly and inef-
ficient,

Md. Salim Ullah, Director General
ol  Bangladesh
Management (BIM), GoBsaid that

Institute  of

Bangladesh remans significantly
behind in the efficient management
ol imtegrated ports and logistics
systems, which is continuously
mereasing the cost of doing business,

He stressed the importance of coor-
dinated efforts among all stake-
holders to achieve the desired devel-
opment in the sector.

In his keynote presentation Dr, M.
Masrur Reaz, Chairman and CEO,
Policy Exchange of Bangladesh
noted that manufacturing sectors
contribute nearly 25% o
Bangladesh's GDP, which is consid-
crably higher than many neighboring
COUNrIeS,

However, attracting more local and
foreign investment 15 essential to
further expand the contribution of
manulacturing industries.



DCCT calls for mhegraml logtstu:s
ecusyshem to sustaln exporls
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