Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) has urged
New Zealand to expandits
investment footprintin
Bangladesh, particularly in
agriculture, renewable energy,
and ICT sectors, as both sides
explore stronger bilateral trade
and economic cooperation,
reports UNB.

The appeal came duringa
meeting in Dhaka between DCCI
leaders and New Zealand's
Non-resident High

13) Financial Express

THURSDAY, 21 MAY 2026

DCCI urges New Zealand to invest
in agriculture, energy sectors

Commissioner David Pine at the
DCCl Gulshan Centeron
Wednesday, said a press release.
DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed
highlighted New Zealand's
strong global standing in dairy,
dairy processing, advanced
agriculture, and food safety,
saying there is significant scope
for the country to support
Bangladesh through experience
sharing in dairy processing,
livestock feed production, dairy
farm modernisation, improved

cattle breed development,
fisheries, and veterinary
training.

He urged New Zealand's private
sector to come forward with
both joint and independent
investments in Bangladesh's
agriculture, food processing,
consumer goods, food supply
chain management, water and
climate management, and
renewable energy sectors.

The DCCI President also called
on New Zealand entrepreneurs

toincrease imports of
Bangladeshi readymade
garments, leather goods, and
ICT-enabled services to further
strengthen bilateral trade ties.
David Pine offered a significant
reassurance to the Bangladesh
business community, saying
New Zealand will continue to
provide duty-freeand
preferential market access for
Bangladeshi goods even after the
country graduates from the least
developed country (LDC) status.



Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka

DHAKA Chamber of Com-
merca and Industry on
Wednesday called for en-
hanced New Zealand in-
vestment in Bangladesh's
dairy, agriculture, and food
supply chain sactors, high-
lighting vast opportunities
for bilateral cooperation in
technology transfer, food
processing, and renewable
anergy.

The call came during a
courtesy meeting belwean
DCCl president Taskeen
Ahmed and New Zealand’s
non-resident high commis-
sioner accredited to Bang-
ladesh, David Pine, held at
the DCCI Gulshan Center
in the city, said a press re-
leasa.

Speaking at the meeting,
Taskeen Ahmed said New
Zealand has established
a strong global reputation
in dairy production, dairy
processing, advanced ag-
riculture, and food safety
standards.

He noted that Bangla-
desh could greatly banefit
from New Zealand's ex-
pertise in dairy processing
and livestock feed produc-
tion, modernization of
dairy farms, development
of improved cattle breeds,
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fisheries, veterinary train-
ing, and technology trans-
far.

He urged New Zealand's
private sector 1o undertake
both joint venture and in-
dependent investments
in Bangladesh's agricul-
tura, food processing, con-
sumer poods, food supply
chain management, water
and climate management,
and renewable energy
sectors.

Referring to the bilateral
trade volume of $497.43
million in FY2025, the

DCCI president also called
upon New Zealand busi-

nesses to increase imports
of Bangladeshi products,
including readymade par-
ments, leather goods, and

ICT-enabled services, to
further strengthen bilateral
trade ties.

David Pine said New
Zealand would continue
duty-free and preferential

market access facilities for
Bangladeshi products even
after Bangladesh graduates
from the Least Developed
Country (LDC) category.

He said New Zealand
has been placing special
importance on oansuring
continued market access
for Bangladeshi goods fol-
lowing the country's LDC
graduation.

The anvoy also stressed
the nead to explore trade
agreements, including a
possible Free Trade Agree-
meant (FTA), to expand
bilateral trade and invest-
ment opportunities be-
tween the two countries.

Highlighting evolving
global trade realities, he
said countries should di-
versify not only their ex-
port destinations but also
thair import sources.

He described New Zea-
land as a reliable trade
partner known for high

standards, strict food safe-
ty measures, and GMO-
free products, adding that
the country is interested
in establishing a stable and
long-term trade framework
with Bangladesh.

DCCI senior vice-presi-
dent Razeav H Chowdhury
and vice-president Md Sa-
lem Sulaiman were also
present at the meeting.
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\Z 1o retain
duty-free access

for Bangladesh
post-L.DC graduation

TIMES Report Dhaka

New Zealand will continue providing duty-free
and preferential market access for Bangladeshi
exports even after Bangladesh graduates from the
least developed country (LDC) category, Non-
Resident High Commissioner David Pine said
on Tuesday,

The assurance came during a courtesy meeting
at the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) Gulshan Centre between the chamber's
President Taskeen Ahmed and David Pine, where
both sides also discussed scope for deeper trade
and investment cooperation.

Taskeen Ahmed sought New Zealand
cooperation in dairy processing, livestock feed
production, farm modernisation, improved cattle
breeds, fisheries development, veterinary training
and technology transfer, while also urging private
sector investment in agriculture, food processing,
consumer goods, supply chain management, water
and climate management and renewable energy in
Bangladesh.

Referring to bilateral trade of $497.43 million in
FY2025, he called for higher imports of Bangladeshi
RMG, leather goods and ICT-enabled services.

David Pine said New Zealand is prioritising
continuity of market access for Bangladeshi goods
after LDC graduation and indicated scope to
explore a free trade agreement to strengthen long-
term economic relations.

"Diversification of both export and import
markelts is increasingly important in the current
global environment,” he said.

New Zealand offers a stable and standards-
driven trade environment, underpinned by strong
food safety systems and demand for GMO-free
products, and expressed interest in building a
long-term and predictable trade framework with
Bangladesh, he added.
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DCCI seeks New Zealand investment
in dairy, food supply chain sector

New Zealand High Commissioner calls on DCCI President

Staff Correspondent

A courtesy meeting between

President of the Dhaka Chamber

of Commerce & Industry (DCCI),
Taskeen Ahmed and Non-resident
High Commissioner of New
Zealand accredited to Sri Lanka
H.E. David Pine, was held on
Wednesday at the DCCI Gulshan
Center.

During the meeting, DCCI
President Taskeen Ahmed said that
New Zealand holds a strong global

position in dairy, dairy processing,
advanced agriculture, and food
safety standards.,

He mentioned that there is signif-
icant scope for New Zealand to
support Bangladesh through expe-
ricnce sharing in dairy processing
and livestock feed production,
modernization of dairy farms,
development of improved cattle
breeds, fisheries, veterinary
training, and technology transfer.

He also urged New Zealand's
private sector to come forward with

both joint and independent invest-
ments in Bangladesh's agriculture,
food processing, consumer goods
and food supply chain manage-
ment, water and climate manage-
ment, and renewable energy
sceclors.,

Referring to the bilateral trade
volume of USD 497.43 million in
FY2025, Taskeen Ahmed called
upon New Zealand entreprencurs
to increase imports ol Bangladeshi
products such as readymade
garments, leather goods, and 1CT-
enabled services to further enhance
bilateral trade relations,

David Pine, Non-resident High
Commissioner of New Zealand to
Bangladesh said New Zealand will
continue duty-free and preferential
market access for Bangladeshi
goods after the country graduates
from the least developed country
(L.DC) category.

He stated that New Zealand has
been giving special importance to
ensuring  market access  for
Bangladeshi goods after the grad-
uation. To expand bilateral trade
and investment opportunities both
countries can explore trade deals
like Free Trade Agreement, he
added.



DCCI seeks New Zealand investment in dairy, food supply

chain sector
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DHAKA, May 20, 2026 (BSS) -Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
today called for enhanced New Zealand investment in Bangladesh's dairy,
agriculture, and food supply chain sectors, highlighting vast opportunities for
bilateral cooperation in technology transfer, food processing, and renewable
energy.

The call came during a courtesy meeting between DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed and New Zealand's Non-resident High Commissioner accredited to
Bangladesh, David Pine, held at the DCCI Gulshan Center in the city, said a press
release.

Speaking at the meeting, Taskeen Ahmed said New Zealand has established a
strong global reputation in dairy production, dairy processing, advanced
agriculture, and food safety standards.

He noted that Bangladesh could greatly benefit from New Zealand's expertise in
dairy processing and livestock feed production, modernization of dairy farms,
development of improved cattle breeds, fisheries, veterinary training, and
technology transfer.

He urged New Zealand's private sector to undertake both joint venture and
independent investments in Bangladesh's agriculture, food processing, consumer
goods, food supply chain management, water and climate management, and
renewable energy sectors.

Referring to the bilateral trade volume of US$497.43 million in FY2025, the DCCI
President also called upon New Zealand businesses to increase imports of
Bangladeshi products, including readymade garments, leather goods, and ICT-
enabled services, to further strengthen bilateral trade ties.

David Pine said New Zealand would continue duty-free and preferential market
access facilities for Bangladeshi products even after Bangladesh graduates from
the Least Developed Country (LDC) category.

He said New Zealand has been placing special importance on ensuring continued
market access for Bangladeshi goods following the country's LDC graduation.

The envoy also stressed the need to explore trade agreements, including a
possible Free Trade Agreement (FTA), to expand bilateral trade and investment
opportunities between the two countries.

Highlighting evolving global trade realities, he said countries should diversify not
only their export destinations but also their import sources.

He described New Zealand as a reliable trade partner known for high standards,
strict food safety measures, and GMO-free products, adding that the country is
interested in establishing a stable and long-term trade framework with Bangladesh.

DCCI Senior Vice President Razeev H. Chowdhury and Vice President Md. Salem
Sulaiman were also present at the meeting.
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