@he Baily Star

TUESDAY, 12 MAY 2026

DCCI calls for stronger
inland waterway
infrastructure

STAR BUSINESS DESK
The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) vesterday urged
the government to accelerate the
development of inland waterway
infrastructure to reduce the cost of
doing business and improve trade
logistics across the country.

The «call came during a
courtesy meeting between DCCI

President Taskeen Ahmed and
Water Resources Minister Md
Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anee

at the Bangladesh Secretariat in
Dhaka, according to a press release.

During the meeting, Ahmed
said that as a riverine country,
Bangladesh has historically relied
on inland waterways as one of
the most cost-elfective modes
of transporting industrial raw
materials and goods.

However, the sector’'s full
potential remains untapped due
to challenges such as siltation and
illegal encroachment on rivers.

He stressed the need for
planned dredging activities,
riverbank recovery and necessary
infrastructural development to
ensure eflicient and affordable
logistics facilities for businesses.

As a riverine country,
Bangladesh has
historically relied on
inland waterways as
one of the most cost-
effective modes of
transporting industrial
raw materials and
goods, DCCI

president said

The DCCI president said the
government’s initiative to excavate
20,000 kilometres of water bodies
over the next five vears would
significantly boost inland water
transport, lower business costs and
support irrigation, agricultural

productivity and overall economic
orowth.

He also said strategic utilisation
of waterways surrounding
the capital through proper
management of an approximately
112-Kilometre circular route
connecting the Buriganga, Turag,
Balu, Shitalakkhya and Dhaleshwari
rivers could serve as an alternative
transport network and help ease
traflic congestion in Dhaka.

Ahmed further proposed greater
private sector involvement under
public-private partnerships (PPP)
in dredging operations and canal
excavation activities.

In response, the water resources

minister said the government
remained committed to the
sustainable development of

inland waterways. He added that
several initiatives had already
been undertaken, and called for
private sector participation in
the nationwide canal excavation
programme.
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Revive river routes to cut
business costs: DCCI

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) on Monday urged the government to
prioritise the development of inland waterway
infrastructure to reduce the cost of doing
business, calling for planned dredging,
riverbank recovery and private sector
involvement under a Public-Private
Partnership (PPP) framework.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed made the call
during a meeting with Water Resources
Minister Md Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anee at
the Secretariat, reports UNB.

Taskeen said as a riverine nation, Bangladesh's
inland waterways have historically been the
most cost-effective means of transporting
industrial raw materials and finished goods,
yet their full potential remains underutilised
due to siltation and illegal river encroachment.
"We need to prioritise riverbank recovery,
planned dredging and necessary
infrastructural development so that the
business community can benefit from cost-
effective and efficient trade logistics," he said.

The DCCI President expressed optimism about
the government's plan to excavate 20,000
kilometres of canals over the next five years,
saying that the initiative will significantly
boost inland water transport, ease business
costs and simultaneously improve irrigation,
agricultural productivity and overall economic
growth.

He also highlighted the strategic value of an
approximately 112-kilometre circular
waterway connecting the Buriganga, Turag,
Balu, Shitalakkhya and Dhaleshwari rivers
around the capital, describing it as a viable
alternative transport corridor that could help
ease Dhaka's chronic traffic congestion.
Responding positively, Minister Anee
reaffirmed the government's commitment to
sustainable development of inland waterways.
DCCI Senior Vice President Razeev H
Chowdhury, Vice President Md Salem
Sulaiman and acting Secretary General Dr AKM
Asaudzzaman Patwary were also present at
the meeting.
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DCCI seeks better use of inland
waterways
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DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed paid a courtesy call on Water
Resources Minister Md Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anee, MP, at the
Bangladesh Secretariat on Saturday (11 May).
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During the meeting, Ahmed emphasised the urgent need to revitalise
Bangladesh's riverine transport system, linking the country's economic
future to the restoration of its inland waterways.

He noted that, despite the country's natural advantages, barriers such as
siltation, reduced navigability, and encroachment have left the waterways
largely underutilised, hindering national growth.

Ahmed called for focused action on riverbank recovery, dredging, and
infrastructure, stating that these are critical to unlocking efficient logistics
and supporting business competitiveness.

He welcomed the government's waterbody excavation plan, emphasising
its vital role in boosting transport, reducing costs, and driving economic

and agricultural advancement.

He also suggested that strategic management of the 112-kilometre circular
waterway encircling the capital—linking the Buriganga, Turag, Balu,
Shitalakkhya and Dhaleshwari rivers—could provide an effective

alternative transport system to help alleviate Dhaka's traffic congestion.

Ahmed also advocated greater private-sector involvement. He suggested
that public-private partnerships could be instrumental in addressing
dredging needs and providing logistical support for canal excavation.
Minister Anee reaffirmed the commitment to developing inland waterways

as cost-effective transport and noted that initiatives are underway.

He noted that several initiatives are already underway. He called for greater

private-sector participation in the canal excavation programme.

He stressed that successful implementation will be a cornerstone for

environmentally sustainable, national economic growth.

DCCI Senior Vice-President Razeev H Chowdhury, Vice-President Md Salem
Sulaiman, and Acting Secretary General Dr AKM Asaudzzaman Patwary
were also present.
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DCCI urges inland waterway infrastructure
development to cut business costs

Business Desk

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) has urged the gov-
ernment to accelerate the
development of inland
waterway infrastructure to
reduce the cost of doing
business and strengthen
the country's trade logis-
tics network.
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The call came today dur-
ing a courtesy meeting
between Water Resources
Minister Md. Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Anee and
DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed at the Bangladesh
Secretariat in the city, said

a press release.

Speaking at the meeting,
Md. Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Anee said the
present government
remains committed to the
sustainable development
of inland waterways, which
he described as one of the
counfry's most cost-effec-
tive and environmentally
friendly transport modes.

The minister said the
government has already
undertaken several initia-
tives to improve navigabili-
ty and strengthen the
inland water transport sys-
tem.

He also called for greater

private sector participa-
tion in the nationwide
canal excavation pro-
gramme, expressing hope
that successful implemen-
tation of the project would
create positive impacts on
local economic activities
through the expansion of a
sustainable transport net-
work.

During the meeting,

Taskeen Ahmed said that
Bangladesh, as a riverine
country, has historically
relied on inland waterways
as one of the most cost-
effective means of trans-
porting industrial raw
materials and goods.

However, he noted that
the sector's full potential
remains underutilized due
to persistent challenges
such as river siltation,
declining navigability and
illegal encroachment on
waterways.

He stressed the need for
planned dredging opera-
tions, riverbank recovery
and modern infrastructur-
al development to enable
the business community
to benefit from efficient

and low-cost logistics
facilities.
The DCCI president

observed that the govern-
ment's initiative to exca-
vate 20,000 kilometres of
water bodies over the next
five years could substan-
tially increase inland water
transport, lower business
costs, improve irrigation
and agricultural productiv-
ity, and confribute to over-
all economic growth.

DCCI Senior  Vice
President Razeev H
Chowdhury, Vice President
Md. Salem Sulaiman and
Acting Secretary General
Dr. AKM Asaudzzaman
Patwary were also present
at the meeting.
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DCCI urges river
route revival to
cut business costs

United News of Bangladesh
Dhaka

DHAKA Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry on Mon-
day urged the government to
pricritise the development
of inland waterway infra-
structure 1o reduce the cost
of doing business, calling
for planned dredging. river-
bank recovery and private
sector involvement under a
Public-Private  Partnership
framework.

DCCI president Taskeen
Ahmed made the call dur-
ing a meeting with water
resources ministar Md Sha-
hiduddin Chowdhury Anee
at the Sacraetariat,

Taskean Ahmed said as a
riverina nation, Bangladesh's
inland  waterways  have
historically been the most

cost-affective maeans
of transporting industrial
raw materials and finished
goods, vet their full potential
remains underutilised due
to siltation and illegal river
ancroachmaent.

“We nead to prioritise riv-
erbank recovery, planned
dredging and necessary in-
frastructural development
£0 that the business commu-
nity can benefit from cost-
affective and efficient trade
logistics,’ he said.

The DCCI president ex-

aptimism about the
government’s plan to axca-
vate 20,000 kilomstres of ca-
nals over the next five vears,
saying the initiative will sig-
nificantly boost inland wa-
tar transport, ease business
costs and simultansously
improve iTigation, agricul-
tural productivity and over-
all economic growth.

He also highlighted the
strategic value of an approx-
imately 112-kilometre circu-
lar waterway connecting the

Buriganga, Turag, Balu, Shi-
talakkhyva and Dhaleshwari
rivars around the capital,
describing it as a viable al-
temative transport corricor
that could help ease Dhaka's
chronic traffic congestion.

Rasponding positive-
lv, minister Anee reaf-
firmed the government's
commitment to sustain-
able development of inland
waterways and said sev-
aral initiatives have already
been set in motion.

He called on the private
sector to actively partici-
pate in the nationwide ca-
nal excavation progranumns,
noting that its successful
completion will foster anvi-
ronment-friendly  transport
networks and stimulate lo-
cal economic activity across
the country.

DCCI senfor vice-presi-
dent Razeev H Chowdhury,
vice-president Md Salem
Sulaiman and acting secre-
tary general AKM Asaudz-
zaman Patwary were also
presant at the mesting.
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DCCI: Infrastructure dev of river
routes can reduce business costs

ITribune Report

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) President Taskin
Ahmed has emphasized on infra-
structure development to make
Bangladesh’s inland waterways
more efficient and modern. He
said that the development of river
routes will reduce the cost of doing
business, facilitate the transporta-
tion of goods and have a positive
impact on the overall economy.

He said this during a courtesy call
on Water Resources Minister Md.
Shahiduddin Chowdhury Annie at
the Secretariat on Sunday (May 11).

Taskin Ahmed said that inland
waterways in river-based Bang-
ladesh have historically been the
most cost-effective means of trans-
porting industrial raw materials
and goods. However, this potential
is not being fully utilized due to sil-
tation in the river, navigability cri-
sis, illegal encroachment and lack
of necessary infrastructure.

He also called for prioritizing
riverbank restoration, planned
dredging and waterway-based in-
frastructure development to ad-
dress this situation.

He further said that if the
government’s target of digging
20,000 kilometers of water bodies
is implemented in the next five
years, river traffic will increase,
business costs will decrease and
at the same time, there will be
positive changes in the irrigation
system and agricultural produc-
tivity. He opined that this will also
make the country’s economic ac-
tivities more dynamic.

The DCCI president also pro-
posed the effective management
of a circular waterway of about
112 kilometers long connecting
the Buriganga, Turag, Balu, Shita-
lakshya and Dhaleshwari rivers to
resolve traffic congestion in the
capital Dhaka.

According to him, if this wa-

terway is used strategically, it can
play an important role as an alter-
native transportation system for
the capital.

To this end, he also proposed to
involve the private sector under the
Public-Private Partnership (PPP)
model in digging canals and provid-
ing necessary logistical support.

In response, Water Resources
Minister Md Shahiduddin Chow-
dhury Anee said that the govern-
ment is determined to develop
the country’s internal river routes
and various initiatives have al-
ready been taken in this regard.
He said that there is an opportu-
nity for the private sector to get
involved in the nationwide canal
digging program announced by
the government. e
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DCCI urges inland
walerway push o reduce
business cosls

TIMES Report Dhaka

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) has wurged the
government to  prioritise
inland waterway
infrastructure  development

o reduce the cost of doing
business in Bangladesh, citing
underutilised river transport
capacity and  structural
bottlenecks.

DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed said Bangladesh’s
riverine  waterways remain
the most cost-effective freight
transport  route  but  their
potential is constrained by
siltation, poor navigability
and illegal encroachment on
riverbanks.

He called for recovery
of encroached riverbanks,
planned dredging  and
development of supporting
infrastruciure 10 improve
logistics efficiency
and strengthen trade
compelitiveness.

Ahmed also supported
the governments plan to
excavate 20,000 kilometres of
water bodies over the next five
vears, saying it would improve
inland water ransport, reduce
business  costs,  suppon
agriculiure and contribute 1o
economic growth.

He further proposed
sirategic  use of  the
112-kilometre circular

waterway surrounding Dhaka
1o ease traffic congestion and

improve urban transport flow.

The proposal was
discussed at a meeting
attended by  Shipping
Ministry  senior  official
Md Shahiduddin
Chowdhury  Anee, who
said the government
remains  committed (o

upgrading inland waterway
infrastructure and expanding
private sector participation in
nationwide canal excavation
and waterway development

programmes,
DCCI Senior Vice
Presidemt Razeey H

Chowdhury, Vice President
Md Salem Sulaiman and
Acting Secretary  General
AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary
were also present.



DCCI calls for development of inland waterway
infrastructure to reduce business expenditure
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DHAKA, May 11, 2026 (BSS) — The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) has urged the government to accelerate the development of inland
waterway infrastructure to reduce the cost of doing business and strengthen the
country’s trade logistics network.

The call came today during a courtesy meeting between Water Resources Minister
Md. Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anee and DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed at the
Bangladesh Secretariat in the city, said a press release.

Speaking at the meeting, Md. Shahiduddin Chowdhury Anee said the present
government remains committed to the sustainable development of inland
waterways, which he described as one of the country’s most cost-effective and
environmentally friendly transport modes.

The minister said the government has already undertaken several initiatives to
improve navigability and strengthen the inland water transport system.

He also called for greater private sector participation in the nationwide canal
excavation programme, expressing hope that successful implementation of the
project would create positive impacts on local economic activities through the
expansion of a sustainable transport network.

During the meeting, Taskeen Ahmed said that Bangladesh, as a riverine country,
has historically relied on inland waterways as one of the most cost-effective means
of transporting industrial raw materials and goods.

However, he noted that the sector’s full potential remains underutilized due to
persistent challenges such as river siltation, declining navigability and illegal
encroachment on waterways.

He stressed the need for planned dredging operations, riverbank recovery and
modern infrastructural development to enable the business community to benefit
from efficient and low-cost logistics facilities.

The DCCI president observed that the government’s initiative to excavate 20,000
kilometres of water bodies over the next five years could substantially increase
inland water transport, lower business costs, improve irrigation and agricultural
productivity, and contribute to overall economic growth.

Highlighting Dhaka's growing traffic congestion, he said proper management of the
nearly 112-kilometre circular waterway connecting the Buriganga River, Turag
River, Balu River, Shitalakkhya River and Dhaleshwari River could serve as an
effective alternative transport system and help ease traffic pressure in the capital.

Taskeen Ahmed also proposed greater private sector participation under a Public-
Private Partnership (PPP) framework for dredging activities and canal excavation
projects to improve logistical support and long-term sustainability.

DCCI Senior Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury, Vice President Md. Salem
Sulaiman and Acting Secretary General Dr. AKM Asaudzzaman Patwary were also
present at the meeting.
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DCCI for improved inland waterways
to reduce cost of doing business

Business Desk

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCI) President Taskeen
Ahmed made a courtesy call on Md.
Shahiduddin Chowdhury Ance, MP,
Minister for Water Resources, Gol3
on May 11, 2026 at Bangladesh
Secretariat.

During the mecting, DCCI
President Taskeen Ahmed stated that
as a riverine country, Bangladesh's
inland waterways have historically
been the most cost-efTective means
of transporting industrial raw mate-

=

rials and goods.

However, the full potential of

these waterways remains underuti-
lized due to challenges such as silta-
tion reducing navigability and illegal
encroachment on rivers.

In this regard, he emphasized the
need to prioritize riverbank recovery,
planned dredging activities and
necessary infrastructural develop-
ment so that the country’s business

community can reap the benefit of

cost=¢lTective and eflicient trade
logistics facilitics,
He opined that strategic utilization

of waterways surrounding the capital
through proper management of an
approximately  112-kilometer
circular waterway connecting the
Buriganga, Turag, Balu,
Shitalakkhya, and Dhaleshwari
rivers could serve as an effective
alternative transport system to help
case traflic congestion in Dhaka city.,

At the meeting, Md. Shahiduddin
Chowdhury Ance, Minister for
Water Resources, said stated that
the present government remains
firmly committed to the sustainable
development of the country s inland
waterways, which are considered
one of the most cost-eflective modes
of transportation.

He further noted that several
initiatives have already been under-
taken in this regard. To implement
these initiatives, he called upon the
private sector participation in the
nationwide canal excavation
programme undertaken by the
govermment.

DCCI Senior Vice President
Razeev H  Chowdhury, Vice
President Md. Salem Sulaiman and
Secretary General (Acting) Dr.
AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary were
also present during the meeting.
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