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barriers to investment

FE REPORT

Leaders of the country's
private sector have identified
arange of structural and
governance-related
bottlenecks -- particularly
bureaucratic red tape, weak
law and order, extortion and
policy uncertainty -- that
they say are constraining
economic activity and
discouraging new
investment.

The concerns were raised at a
views-exchange meeting
held at the auditorium of the
Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) in the capital on
Saturday.

In his welcome address, DCCI
President Taskeen Ahmed
said the private sector has
failed to achieve the desired
level of progress in recent
years due to contractionary
monetary policy, unexpected
deteriorationin law and
order, illegal extortion,
corruption, administrative
complexities and entrenched
bureaucratic red-tapism.
The meeting was attended
by AHM Ahsan, chairperson
of the Bangladesh
Competition Commission, as
chief guest, while Md Abdur
Rahim Khan, administrator
of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI), joined as special
guest.

DCCl president expressed
hope that the newly elected
government would prioritise
trade and investment
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Pvt sector flags red tape, law

and order woes as key

facilitation, with particular
emphasis on restoring law
and order,

He also stressed the need for
stronger coordination among
the private sector, law
enforcement agencies,
policymakers and economic
ministries to address the
prevailing challenges.

During the open discussion,
businessman Abul Hashem
said traffic congestion and
the deteriorating law-and-
order situation have emerged
as two of the most pressing
concerns for entrepreneurs,

transportation pushes up
prices, urging stricter
enforcement to curb such
practices.

Businessman Md Monir
Hossain said improved traffic
management could
significantly reduce the cost
of doing business.

At the event, another
businessman, Mohammad Ali
Bhutto, noted that despite
repeated discussions on trade
facilitation, allowingonly a
limited number of
institutions to import
essential commodities

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed speaks at a view-
exchange meeting at the DCCI Auditorium on Saturday.

calling for a more proactive
governmentrole in tackling
both issues.

Another participant, Md
Golam Mowla, observed that
although market
management becomes a
focus during crises,
meaningful reforms are often
absent once conditions
stabilise.

He added that the lack of
accurate data on essential
commodities hampers
effective market oversight,
while extortion during

creates syndicates, leading to
higher prices.

Tarikul Islam Khan,
managing director of Nahar
Cold Storage Limited,
highlighted distress among
potato farmers, saying prices
have fallen sharplyin
northern regions, with
potatoes selling at as low as
Tk 8.0 per kilogram in some
areas.

Although compensation for
affected farmers has been
discussed, he said it has yet
to be ensured.

Financial Express

Speaking at the event,
Bangladesh Competition
Commission Chairperson
AHM Ahsan underscored the
importance of aligning
supply and demand through
accurate dataon the
production, use and
distribution of essential
goods.
He said a business-friendly
environment lowers
institutional costs for
entrepreneurs, which
ultimately helps stabilise
consumer prices.
He also stressed cooperation
with law enforcement
agencies to maintain law and
order.
FBCCl administrator Md
Abdur Rahim Khan said
improving law and order and
ensuring proper market
management are essential
for the smooth functioning of
business operations.
Shibir Bicitra Barua,
additional secretary at the
Ministry of Commerce,
warned that instability in law
and order erodes business
confidence and discourages
both domestic and foreign
investment.
Abdul Jalil, director of the
Directorate of National
Consumer Rights Protection,
said excessive use of
fertilisers and pesticides has
reduced the quality of
domestically produced
potatoes, preventing
Bangladesh from meeting
international standards and
accessing export markets.
sajibur@gmail.com
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Extortion, gridlock hurting
trade, investment

Business leaders call for improving law and order

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Business leaders and government
officials at an event yesterday stressed
the urgent need to improve the law-
and-order situation and strengthen
market management, warning that
business confidence and sustainable
economic growth will remain elusive
unless immediate and elfective
measures are taken.

Speakers at the view-exchange

meeting organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI),  titled “Necessity  of
Maintaining an Improved Law &
Order Situation to Facilitate the Ease
of Doing Business,” said a stable
security environment is vital for trade
and investment.

They cited extortion, traflic
congestion and weak market oversight
as key challenges that are raising the
cost of conducting business.

“There is no alternative to properly
coordinating supply and demand
in market management,” said A HM
Ahsan, chairman of the Bangladesh
Competition Commission.

He emphasised the importance
of accurate data on the use and
distribution of essential goods,
adding that a business-iriendly
environment reduces institutional
costs for entrepreneurs and positively

coniidence. commissioner of Dhaka director of programme and contractionary monetary
impacts product prices. “Instability in law and Metropolitan Police’s research at the Directorate policy, deteriorating
He also called for closer order creates a crisis Motijheel Division. He said of National Consumers’ law and order, illegal
cooperation with law of conlidence among authorities are focusing Right Protection (DNCRP), extortion, corruption and
enforcement agencies to businesses and discourages more on traflic congestion stressed. Citing recent price  bureaucratic complexities,”

maintain order.

Md Abdur Rahim Khan,
administrator of FBCCI,
said improving law and
order and ensuring proper
market management
are essential for smooth
business operations.

He said that stronger
economic growth would
help improve the political
environment and reduce
activities outside the legal
framework, but stressed
the need for prompt
reforms to restore public

both local and [foreign
investment,” said Shibir
Bicitra Barua, additional
secretary at the Ministry of
Commerce.

He added that the
ministry has undertaken
initiatives to facilitate trade
and investment, referring
to the IPO Policy 2025-28
as an example.

“Development and
business cannot progress

without stable law and
order,” said Harun
Or Rashid, deputy

and extortion.

Relerring to the rising
number of vehicles,
especially battery-powered

auto-rickshaws, he said
policy decisions are
needed regarding how

many such vehicles Dhaka
can accommodate, along
with proper charging and
garage lacilities.

Enforcement drives
alone are not enough,
and long-term solutions

require technology-driven
monitoring, Abdul Jalil,

volatility in essential items,
he said artificial price hikes
often stem from unethical
practices by a small group
of traders.

He added that DNCRP
has taken up a project
under the commerce
ministry to develop a digital
monitoring system that
will integrate complaint
data and e-commerce
transactions.

“The private sector
has [faced setbacks in
recent vears due to

said Taskeen Ahmed,
president of DCCIL He
urged the new government
to prioritise trade and
investment facilitation.
Abul Hashem, president
of the Bangladesh Sugar
Traders Association; Md
Golam Mowla, president
of the Bangladesh Edible
Oil Traders Association;
and Mohammad Ali
Bhutto, president of the
Moulvibazar Traders
Association, among others,
also spoke at the event.
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DCCI calls for
improvement in
law and order for
smooth business

BUSINESS - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Business leaders yesterday underscored the urgent
need to restore stability in the country’s law and or-
der situation to ensure a conducive environment for
trade and investment.

The observations came at a view-exchange meet-
ing titled “Necessity of maintaining an improved law
and order situation to facilitate the ease of doing
business,” organised by the Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (DCCI) at its auditorium in Dhaka.

Speaking as chief guest, AHM Ahsan, chairman
of the Bangladesh Competition Commission, said,
“Coordinated initiatives by the government and pri-
vate sector helped maintain market stability during
Ramadan, particularly for essential commodities.”

“There is no alternative to properly coordinating
supply and demand in market management,” he
said, stressing the importance of reliable data on the
use and distribution of essential goods.

“Creating a business-friendly environment re-
duces institutional costs for entrepreneurs and ul-
timately has a positive impact on prices,” he added.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed said, “The pri-
vate sector has struggled to achieve the desired
level of growth in recent years due to contractionary
monetary policy, deterioration in law and order, ille-
gal extortion, corruption, administrative complexi-
ties and bureaucratic red tape.”

He expressed hope that the newly elected govern-
ment would prioritise improving the law-and-order
situation to facilitate trade and investment.

“There is no alternative to

ensuring a safe and predictable en-
vironment for boosting trade and in-
vestment alongside macroeconomic
stability,” he said, calling for stronger
coordination among the private sector,
law enforcement agencies and policy-
makers.

As special guest, Md Abdur Rahim
Khan, administrator of the Federation
of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce
& Industry (FBCCI), said improving law
and order and strengthening market
management are essential for smooth
business operations.

He noted that sustained economic
growth would help stabilise the politi-
cal system and reduce unlawful activ-
ities but stressed the need for visible
reform measures to restore public con-
fidence.

Additional Secretary of the Minis-
try of Commerce Shibir Bichitra Barua

said, “Instability in law and order cre-
ates a crisis of confidence among busi-
nesses and discourages both local and
foreign investment.”

He added that the ministry has tak-
en initiatives to introduce the [PO Policy
202528 to facilitate business and in-
vestment. During the open discussion,
business leaders flagged traffic con-
gestion, extortion during goods trans-
portation and limited access to import
licences for essential commodities as
major obstacles to reducing the cost of
doing business.

Mohammad Harun Or Rashid, dep-
uty commissioner of the Dhaka Metro-
politan Police; Abdul Jalil, director of
the Directorate of National Consumer
Rights Protection; DCCI Senior Vice
President Razeev H Chowdhury; Vice
President Md Salem Sulaiman and
members of the board of directors were
also present at the event.



Staff Correspondent

BUSINESSES urged the
newly elected pgovemn-
ment to take the necessary
measures to improve the
countrys overall law and
order situation and facilitate
ease of doing business.

Thay also wged to im-
prove traffic management,
which could significantly
reduce the cost of doing
business.

They were speaking at a
View meeting on
the ‘Necessity of maintain-
ing an improved law and
order situation to facilitate
the ease of doing business’,
organised by the Dhaka
Chambar of Commerce and

Industry on Saturday in its
office in the capital,

In his speech, DCCI presi-
dent Taskeen Ahmed said
the private sector has not
achioved the desired level
of progress over the past few
yvears due to contractionary
monetary policy and the
unaxpectad deterioration in
the overall law-and-order
situation.

Moreover, illegal extor-
tion, irregularities, cor
ruption, administrative
complexities, and burean-
cratic red lape also affected
the overall business envi-
ronment, he added.

He expressed hope
that the newly elacted
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Businesses
demand stable
law and order
situation

government would prioritise
facilitating trade and invest-
ment, particularly by im-
proving the law-and-order
situation.

“There iz no alterna-
tive to ensuring a safe and
pradictable  environment
for boosting trade and in-
vastment, alongside mac-
roeconomic stability,” he
added, stressing the need
for increased coordination
batween the private sector,
law enforcement agencies,
policvmakers, and min-
istries and organisations
ralated to the economy, fi-
nance, and industry.

In the panel discussion,
represantatives from various
businesses urged the gov-
armumant to take a strong role
in addressing traffic conges-
tion and extortion, and to
moniter commeoedity marksts
properly.

They also expressed the
nead for a tolerable VAT and
tax policy and accurate data
mﬂnilgﬂll‘lﬂl'lf an ESSE]'ITHIJ
commoditias,

In his speech as the chief
guest, AHM Ahsan, chair
man of the Bangladesh
Competition Commission,
stated that, due to effective
initiatives by the govem-
ment and the private sector,
a noticeable degree of stabil-
ity has bean achieved in the
market, particularly for es-
semtial commodities, during
Ramadan this vear.

“There is no alternative to
properly coordinating sup-
plyv and demand in market
management.’ he added,
emphasising the importance
of ensuring accurate data on
the use and distribution of
assantial goods.

He also said the govern-
ment is working to create a
business-friendly environ-
mant to reduce institutional
costs for entreprensurs.

Md Abdur Rahim Khan,
administrator of the Fed-
aeration of the Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce
and Industry, said there is
no alternative to improving
the law-and-order situation
and ensuring proper market

managament to snsure the
smooth functioning of busi-
ness oparations.

Mohammad Harun Or
Rashid, deputy commis-
sioner of the Dhaka Met-
ropolitan Police, said that
approximataly 500,000 naw
batteryv-operated auto-rick-
shaws have been added to
Dhaka city after the election,
significantly contributing to
traffic congestion.

To address the situation,
the police have already un-
dertaken several initiatives,
he added, saving that some
positive changes would be
vizible after Eid.

He also opined that to
control auto-rickshaws, it is
necessary to regulate the im-
port palicy of related equip-
ment and bring charging
garages undar proper moni-
toring and supervision.

Officials from the com-
merce ministry, the Directo-
rate of National Consumer
Rights Protection, DCCI
leadars, and businessas from
various trades also spoke at
the avent.



Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) has urged
the newly elected government
to  prioritise trade- and
investment-friendly measures,
with a particular focus on
improving law and order.

The call came at an exchange
meeting held at the DCCI
auditorium on Saturday.

AHM Ahsan, chairperson of
the Bangladesh Competition
Commission, attended as chief
guest, while Md Abdur Rahim
Khan, administrator of the
Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce and
Industry, was present as special

guest.
In his welcome address,
DCCI  President  Taskeen

Ahmed said the private sector
has underperformed in recent
years due to tight monetary
policy, a deteriorating law and

order situation, illegal
extortion, corruption,
administrative  complexities

and bureaucratic delays.

He stressed that ensuring a
safe, predictable and stable
environment for trade and
investment, alongside
macroeconomic stability, is
essential for sustainable
growth.

Taskeen also underscored
the need for  stronger
coordination among the private
secror, law enforcement
agencies, policymakers and
economic ministries to address
existing challenges.

Cooperation at all levels
crucial

Speaking as chief guest,
AHM Ahsan said coordinated
efforts by the government and
private sector helped maintain
relative  market  srtability,
particularly in essential
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commodities during Ramadan
this year.

He emphasised the
importance of balancing supply
and demand and ensuring
reliable data on the production
and distribution of essential
goods.

He noted that a business-
friendly environment lowers
institutional COSTS for
entrepreneurs, ultimately
benefiting consumers through
lower prices.

He also highlighted the need
for public cooperation with law
enforcement  agencies  to
maintain order and expressed
hope that the new government
would take stronger measures
to ensure stability across
SECTOors.

Md Abdur Rahim Khan said
improving law and order and
ensuring  effective  market
management are indispensable
for the smooth functioning of
trade and commerce in a
democratic environment.

He observed that sustained
economic growth could

contribute to better political
management and a more stable
law and order situation, while
reducing unlawful activities.

However, he stressed the
urgency of reform measures to
restore public confidence.

IPO Policy 2025-28 to
support investment

Shibir Bichitra Barua,
additional secretary (IIT Wing)
of the Ministry of Commerce,
said maintaining sound law and
order is fundamental to overall

development, as instability
undermines investor
confidence and discourages

both domestic
iNvestment.

He added that the ministry is
working to publish the PO

and foreign

Policy 2025-28 to further
facilitate business and
investment.

Director Abdul Jalil raised
concerns about the excessive
use of fertilisers and pesticides
in potato cultivation, warning
that it is affecting quality and
limiting export potential due to
non-compliance with

DCCI urges govt to strengthen law
and order to boost trade

- I
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international standards.

He called for coordinated
efforts involving  farmers,
entrepreneurs and relevant
government agencies.

Police vow action against
extortion

Mohammad  Harun  Or
Rashid, deputy commissioner
of the Dhaka Mertropolitan
Police, said nearly 5 lakh new
batrtery-operated auro-
rickshaws have entered Dhaka
since the election, worsening
traffic congestion.

He said police have taken
several initiatives to address
the issue and expressed hope
that visible improvements
would follow after Eid.

He also suggested regulating
the import of related equipment
and bringing charging garages
under proper supervision to
control the proliferation of
auro-rickshaws.

Urging citizens not to occupy
footpaths and roads for
commercial activities, he assured
that police would take strong
action to curb extortion.
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We stand for people’s rights

sServer

Restore law and order or risk investment

tlight,

Business Correspondent

Business leaders have
issued a stark warning that
unless law and order is
decisively restored, the
country risks losing both
domestic and foreign
investment, further weak-
ening economic momen-
tum already under strain.

The call came at a views-
exchange meeting titled
"Necessity of Maintaining
an Improved Law and
Order Situation to
Facilitate the Ease of
Doing Business", organ-
ised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) at its
Motijheel auditorium on
Saturday. Speakers at the
event stressed that persist-
ent instability, extortion
and regulatory unpre-
dictability are inflating the
cost of doing business and
eroding investor confi-
dence at a time when the
private sector is struggling
to regain growth.

In his welcome address,
DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed said the private
sector has fallen short of
its expected progress in
recent years due to con-
tractionary monetary poli-
cy, deterioration in law
and order, illegal extortion,
corruption, administrative
complications and
bureaucratic red tape.

"There is no alternative
to ensuring a safe, pre-
dictable and rules-based
environment for trade and
investment alongside
macroeconomic stability,"
he said.

He expressed hope that
the newly elected govern-
ment would treat restora-
tion of law and order as a

b

top priority and strength-
en coordination among
the private sector, law
enforcement agencies and
economic ministries.
Chairman of the
Bangladesh Competition
Commission, AHM Ahsan,
said joint initiatives by the
government and business-
es had brought a degree of
stability to the market for

essential commodities
during Ramadan.
However, he cautioned

that lasting market disci-
pline requires accurate
data, balanced supply and
demand management,
and stronger institutional
coordination.

"A  truly business-
friendly environment low-
ers institutional costs for
entrepreneurs and ulti-
mately helps keep product
prices stable," he said, urg-
ing closer collaboration
between the business
community and law
enforcement to prevent
disorder and manipula-
tion.

FBCCI Administrator
Md Abdur Rahim Khan
echoed the concerns, say-
ing that smooth commer-
cial activity is impossible
without a stable law and
order situation and disci-
plined market manage-
ment. He observed that
sustained economic
growth would reinforce
political and legal institu-
tions, thereby reducing
unlawful and unethical
practices.

However, he empha-
sised that reforms must be
visible and implemented
without delay to rebuild
confidence among
investors and the wider
public.
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business leaders warn
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Additional Secretary of
the Ministry of Commerce
Shibir  Bicitro  Barua
warned that instability
creates a deep crisis of
confidence that discour-
ages both local entrepre-
neurs and foreign
investors. He said the min-
istry has initiated steps to
introduce the PO Policy
2025-28 to facilitate busi-
ness expansion and
improve access to capital
markets.

Abdul Jalil, Director of
the Directorate of National
Consumer Rights
Protection, highlighted
quality concerns in agri-
cultural production, par-
ticularly in potatoes,
where excessive use of fer-
tilisers and pesticides is
limiting export potential
due to failure to meet
international standards.

He called for coordinat-
ed efforts among farmers,
entrepreneurs and govern-
ment agencies to safe-
guard quality and compet-
itiveness.

Deputy Commissioner
of the Dhaka Metropolitan
Police (DMP), Mohammad
Harun-or-Rashid, pointed
to mounting urban con-
gestion as another drag on
economic activity. He said
approximately 500,000
battery-operated auto-
rickshaws have been
added to Dhaka since the
election, significantly
worsening traffic condi-
tions and increasing oper-
ational costs for business-
es.

He noted that police
have taken several initia-
tives to ease congestion
and curb extortion,
expressing hope that
improvements would

become visible after Eid.
He also called for tighter

regulation of equipment

imports and monitoring of

charging garages, while
urging the public not to
encroach on pavements
and roads for commercial
use.

During the open discus-
sion, business leaders
identified traffic conges-
tion and deterioration in
law and order as the two
most pressing obstacles to
trade and investment.

They called for a ration-
al VAT and tax regime,
tougher action against
extortion during goods
transportation, and
improved traffic manage-
ment to reduce logistics
costs.

Some participants criti-
cised restrictive import
permissions for essential
commodities, arguing that
such policies foster syndi-
cates and drive up prices.
They recommended allow-
ing more legitimate busi-
ness entities to participate
in imports to enhance
competition and stabilise
markets.

DCCI Senior Vice
President Razeev H
Chowdhury, Vice President

Md Salem Sulaiman and
board members were also
present.

The overall message
from the meeting was
unequivocal: without
restoring order, strength-
ening regulatory pre-
dictability and ensuring
effective coordination
between public institu-
tions and the private sec-
tor, the country risks see-
ing investment diverted
elsewhere - at a cost it can

ill afford.
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Resloring law-and-order key
lor privale sector growth: DCCI

TIMES Report Dhaka

Restoring law and order is essential to
revive private sector growth, said Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) President Taskeen Ahmed on
Saturday, blaming extortion, corruption
and bureaucratic red tape for slowing
business activity.

Speaking at a view exchange meeting
titled "Necessity of maintaining animproved
law & order situation to facilitate the ease of
doing business” at the DCCI Auditorium,
he said contractionary monetary policy
and deterioration in law and order have
constrained trade and investment.

Illegal extortion, irregularities and
administrative complexities have prevented
the private sector from achieving expected
progress in recent years, he added.

“A safe and predictable environment
is non-negotiable for boosting trade and

investment alongside macroeconomic
stability,” he said, calling for stronger
coordination among businesses, law

enforcement agencies, policymakers and
ministries.

Bangladesh Competition Commission
Chairman A H M Ahsan attended the
event as Chiefl Guest, while Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and
Industry Administrator Md Abdur Rahim
Khan joined as Special Guest, according to
a statement,

Market stability during Ramadan,
particularly for essential commodities,
reflects coordinated efforts by the
government and private sector, said
Bangladesh Competition Commission
Chairman A H M Ahsan.

Accurate data on supply and distribution
of essential goods remains critical for
effective market management, he said,

adding that coordinated supply and
demand mechanisms reduce institutional
costs and ease product prices.

Cooperation with law enforcement
agencies is necessary to maintain order,
he said, expressing expectation of
stronger measures from the newly elected
government to ensure safety across sectors.

Improved law and order and disciplined
market management are prerequisites
for smooth business operations, said
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry Administrator Md
Abdur Rahim Khan.

Sustainable economic growth
will strengthen the political system
and law enforcement environment,
reducing activities outside legal and
policy frameworks, he said, urging
immediate reform steps to restore public
confidence.

Instability in law and order erodes
business confidence and discourages
both local and foreign investment, said
Commerce Ministry Additional Secretary
Shibir Bicitra Barua.

The Ministry of Commerce is preparing
to introduce the IPO Policy 2025-28 to
facilitate business and investment activities,
he added.

Quality deterioration in domestically
produced potatoes due to excessive
fertiliser and pesticide use is blocking
export opportunities, said Directorate
of National Consumer Rights Protection
Director Abdul Jalil.

Failure to meet international standards is
depriving Bangladesh of potato exports, he
said, calling for coordinated action among
farmers, entrepreneurs and government
agencies,

Traffic congestion has intensified
after approximately 500,000 new battery-

operated auto-rickshaws entered Dhaka
following the election, said Dhaka
Metropolitan Police Deputy Commissioner
Mohammad Harun Or Rashid.

Several initiatives are under way and
visible improvements are expected after
Eid, he said.

Regulating import policy of related
equipment and monitoring charging
garages are necessary to control auto-
rickshaws, he added, urging the public to
avoid occupying footpaths and roads for
shops and assuring firm action against
extortion.

During open discussion, business
leaders described traffic congestion
and deterioration of law and order as
the two most pressing challenges for
entrepreneurs,

A tolerable value-added tax and tax
policy is required for businesses to operate
without disruption, they said.

Absence of reliable data on essential
commodities is weakening market
management, while extortion during
transportation is increasing prices, speakers
said, demanding stricter enforcement.

Allowing only a limited number of
institutions to import essential goods
creates syndicates and higher prices, they
added, calling for wider access for genuine
importers.

Potatoes are being sold at Tk8 per
kilogram in parts of northern Bangladesh,
causing heavy losses to farmers, said
Nahar Cold Storage Limited Managing
Director Tarikul Islam Khan, adding that
compensation discussions have vyet to
produce results,

DCCH Senior Vice President Razeev
H Chowdhury, Vice President Md Salem
Sulaiman and members of the board of
directors were present.
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G jams, extortion

ITribune Report

Business leaders have expressed
concern about traffic jams, extortion,
high VAT-tax and limitations of im-
port policy. Both businessmen and
policymakers emphasized maintain-
ing improved law and order situation
to facilitate business and trade in the
post-election period.

To this end, the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
organized a view-exchange meeting
at the DCCI Auditorium in the capital
on Saturday (February 28).

Chairperson of Bangladesh Com-
petition Commission AHM Ahsan was
the chief guest at the meeting and Ad-
ministrator of FBCCI Md Abdur Ra-
him Khan was the special guest.

DCCI president Taskin Ahmed said
that in the past few years, the expect-
ed progress in the private sector has
not been achieved due to strict mon-
etary policy, deterioration of law-
and-order situation, illegal extortion,
irregularities and corruption and
administrative complications. He ex-
pressed hope that the newly elected
government will ensure a conducive
environment for trade and invest-
ment by improving the law-and-or-
der situation on a priority basis.

He said, there is no alternative to
ensuring a safe and predictable en-
vironment for trade and investment
along with stability in the macro
economy. In this regard, it is neces-
sary to further strengthen the coordi-
nation of the private sector with law
enforcement agencies, policy-making
institutions and economic ministries.

AHM Ahsan said that the market
for essential goods has remained rel-
atively stable in the current Ramadan
due to the coordinated efforts of the
government and the private sector.

He further said that if a busi-
ness-friendly environment is ensured,
the institutional costs of entrepreneurs
will decrease, which has a positive im-
pact on reducing the price of products.

FBCCI administrator Md Abdur
Rahim Khan said that there is no al-
ternative to improved law and order
and orderly market management for
business and commerce.

Abdul Jalil, director of the Na-
tional Consumer Rights Protection
Department, said that the quality is
being affected due to the use of ex-
cessive fertilizers and pesticides in
potato production. Export opportu-
nities are also decreasing due to fail-
ure to meet international standards.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police deputy
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' DCCI concerned about traffic

commissioner Mohammad Harunur
Rashid said that about 500,000 new
battery-powered auto-rickshaws
have been added to the capital in
the post-election period, which has
increased traffic congestion. Vari-
ous initiatives have been taken to
deal with the situation and positive
changes are expected after Eid.

He also mentioned the need for
import policies and supervision of
charging garages to control auto-rick-
shaws. He also assured to take strict
steps to prevent encroachment on
sidewalks and roads and extortion.

Bangladesh Wholesale Edible Oil
Traders Association President Md
Golam Maula said that although
there is discussion on market man-
agement during the crisis, long-term
reforms are not visible after the situ-
ation improves. The prices of goods
are increasing due to lack of reliable
information on daily necessities and
extortion in transportation—it is im-
portant to strictly control this.

Nahar Cold Storage Limited Man-
aging Director Md Tariqul Islam
Khan said that farmers are suffering
as the price of potatoes in the north-
ern region has dropped to Tk8 per kg.
He demanded that compensation be
ensured for the affected farmers. o
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Businesses urge govt to prioritise

avesh
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SUNDAY, 01 MARCH 2026

trade facilitation,

investment and improvement of law & order

Staff Corrvespondent

Specakers at a view exchange
meeting on Saturday expressed
optimism that the newly elected
government will prioritize initia-
tives to facilitate trade and invest-
ment, particularly by improving
the law and order situation,

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
& Industry (DCCT) organized the
view exchange mecting titled *“The
necessity of mamtaining  an
improved law & order situation
afler the election to facilitate the
case of doing business™ on
February 28, 2026 at the DCCI
Auditorium.,

AHM Ahsan, Chairperson of' the
Bangladesh Competition
Commission, and Md, Abdur
Rahim Khan, Administrator of the
FBCCI, attended the seminar as
the Chiel Guest and Special Guest,
respectively,

In his welcome address, DCCI
President Taskeen Ahmed stated
that the private sector has not

achieved the desired level of

progress over the past few years
due to various reasons, including
tight monetary policy, unexpected
deterioration of law and order,
illegal extortion, irregularitics,

corruption, administrative
complexities, and burcaucratic
delays.

He expressed optimism that the
newly elected government will
prioritize initiatives to facilitate
trade and investment, particularly
by improving the law and order

situation,

He emphasized that there is no
alternative to ensuring a safe and
predictable environment for trade
and investment, alongside macro-
cconomic stability, Furthermore,
he stressed the need for inereased
coordination between the private
sector, law enforcement agencics,
policymakers, and ¢conomic
ministries/organizations to address
the existing situation,

At the event, the Chief Guest, A

H M Ahsan, Chairperson of the
Bangladesh Competition
Commuission, stated that due to
eflfective initiatives undertaken by
the government and the private
scector, a noticeable stability has
been observed in the market
particularly for essential commodi-
ties—during Ramadan this year.

He mentioned that there is no
altemative to properly coordinating
supply and demand in market
management, and emphasized the
importance ol ensuring accurate
data on the use and distribution of
essential goods.

He added that creating a busi-
ness-friendly environment in the
country reduces institutional costs
for entreprencurs, which in turn
positively impacts product prices,
He also stressed the need for
people at all levels to cooperate
with the police in maintaining law
and order and expressed hope that
the newly clected government
would take stronger measures to
ensure law and order across all
seclors,
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