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vital to sustain

economic momentum; DCCI

FE REPORT

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) has called for prudent, timely and

the improvement of overall law and order
situation, ensure uninterrupted and
affordable energy supply to industries,
enhance ease of doing business, reduce the

effective economic

cost of doing business and

pesrpatant  NEHNNECT ST smenentaui
momentum in 2026, amid peaceful election,  attract both domestic and
political tension ahead of . foreign investment.

the 13th national election energy SECUI‘Ity, DCCl further stressed the
scheduled to be held on 12 and EXPOI’T need for export

February. diversification diversification, targeted

In this context, DCCl urges

support for potential export

the interim government,
political parties and all relevant stakeholders
to ensure a peaceful, inclusive and credible
election process, as political stability is the
key to sustainable economic recovery and
investment growth.

Dhaka Chamber believes that a stable political
environment during the post-election period
will boost the confidence of the local
entrepreneurs and foreign investors,
according to a statement issued on Saturday.
To accelerate economic recovery this year,
DCCI calls upon the government to prioritise

sectors, easier access to
finance for CMSMEs and the development of a
skilled workforce to complement the process.
The ongoing energy crunch and high energy
prices continue to disrupt manufacturing and
industrial production, eroding Bangladesh's
competitiveness in international markets.
DCCl reiterates the need for a long-term,
predictable energy pricing policy, alongside
accelerated gas exploration, diversification of
energy import sources, and the expansion of

long-term energy supply agreements.
The persistent foreign exchange pressure and currency
depreciation have further negatively impacted the financial
sector, also affecting imports of fuel, raw materials, and
intermediate goods for export-oriented industries, as per the
statement.
DCCl is of the opinion that currency swap can be considered on
a priority basis for essential import payments. Besides
enhanced incentives for remittance inflows are necessary to
stabilise foreign exchange reserves,
At the same time, fiscal discipline, improved project
implementation efficiency, reduced reliance on bank
borrowing and good governance are essential to ease liquidity
pressure in the financial sector, it stated.
DCCl also expresses concern that excessive government
borrowing from the banking sector could shrink private-sector
credit growth. This tendency also contracts the investment
and employment growth of the local manufacturing and
CMSMEs.
Dhaka Chamber also underscores the importance of full
automation of revenue management, modernisation of tax
laws, expansion of the tax base and strict measures to prevent
harassment of compliant taxpayers.

sajibur@gmaiil.com
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Ensure political

stability to saleguard

¢Conomic recovery

Dhaka chamber urges govt, parties ahead ol polls

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) has urged political
stability, policy continuity, and timely
economic measures to safeguard
Bangladesh’s economic recovery in
2026 amid challenges posed by the
upcoming national elections.

In a statement released vesterday,
DCClcalledontheinterimgovernment,
political parties, and all stakeholders
to ensure a peacelul, inclusive, and
credible electoral process, stressing
that poliucal stability is critical for
sustaining investor confidence and
long-term growth.

“A stable political environment
before and after the election will
strengthen the confidence of local
entrepreneurs and foreign investors,”
said DCCL

To accelerate the pace of economic
recovery, DCCI recommended
improvements in law and order,
uninterrupted and affordable energy
supply to industries, enhanced ease of
doing business, and a reduction in the
overall cost of doing business.

It also wurged infrastructure
upgrades and sound  policy
frameworks to attract both domestic
and foreign investment.

Highlighting the  persistent
energy crisis and high power costs,
DCCI cautioned about continued
disruption in manufacturing and
export competitiveness.

The chamber reiterated its call
for a long-term, predictable energy
pricing policy, along with intensified
gas exploration, diversification of
energy sources, and long-term supply
agreements.

Amid pressure on foreign exchange
reserves and currency depreciation,
DCCI proposed conmdu*mg currency
swap arrangements for essential
import payments and strengthening
incentives for remittance inflows to
stabilise the reserves.

The chamber also raised concerns
over excessive government borrowing
from the banking sector, cautioning
that it could crowd out private-sector
credit for CMSMEs (Cottage, Micro,
Small and Medium FEnterprises),
ultimately constraining investment

and job creation.

To ease liquidity pressure and
enhance financial sector resilience,
DCCI recommended fiscal discipline,
improved project execution, reduced
reliance on bank borrowing, and
stronger governance.

It further emphasised the need for
full automation of revenue collection,
modernisation of tax laws, broadening
of the tax base, and prevention of
taxpaver harassment.

As Bangladesh continues its
transition from least developed
country status, DCCI underscored the
urgency of comprehensive economic
preparedness.

It called for fast-tracking fIree
trade agreements with key global and
regional partners to expand market
access and mitigate tarifl-related risks.

The chamber identified export
diversification, resilient industrial
manufacturing, development of local
industries, modern infrastructure,
skilled human capital, technology
adoption, backward linkage expansion,
and rational tax-tarif reforms as critical
drivers of growth in the post-1.DC era.
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Political stability crucial for
economic recovery before

election: DCCI

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) has warned that
political uncertainty ahead of Bang-
ladesh’s national election could
threaten economic recovery, urging
timely and effective policy meas-
ures to sustain growth and bolster
investor confidence in 2026.

The apex trade body called on
the interim government, political
partics and all stakeholders to
ensure a peaceful, inclusive and
credible election scheduled for 12
February 2026, stressing that po-
litical stability remains crucial for
sustainable economic recovery
and investment growth.

DCCI said a stable political envi-
ronment during and after the elec-
tion would help restore confidence
among local entreprencurs and
foreign investors, which is vital for
reviving growth amid ongoing
macroeconomic challenges.

To accelerate economic recov-
ery in 2026, the chamber urged
the government to prioritise im-
provement in the law and order
situation, ensure uninterrupted
and affordable energy supply to
industries, enhance ease of doing
business and reduce the overall
cost of business.

The chamber also emphasised
strengthening infrastructure and
policy frameworks to attract both
domestic and foreign investment,
the trade body said in a media

release on Saturday.

It further highlighted the need
for export diversification, targeted
support for potential export
sectors, easier access to finance for
cottage, micro, small and medium
enterprises (CMSMEs), and devel-
opment of a skilled workforce to
support long-term growth.

DCCI expressed concern over
the ongoing energy crunch and
high energy prices, saying these

DCCI

continue to disrupt manufacturing
and industrial production, eroding
Bangladesh’s competitiveness in
global markets.

It reiterated the need for a long-
term and predictable energy pricing
policy, accelerated gas exploration,
diversification of energy import
sources and expansion of long-term
energy supply agreements.

The chamber also noted that
persistent foreign exchange pres-
sure and currency depreciation
have adversely affected the finan-
cial sector, particularly imports of
fuel, raw materials and intermedi-
ate goods for export-oriented in-
dustries. It suggested prioritising

currency swap arrangements for
essential import payments and en-
hancing incentives for remittance
inflows to stabilise foreign ex-
change reserves.

The chamber warned that ex-
cessive  government  borrowing
from the banking system could
crowd out private-sector credit,
constraining investment and em-
plovment growth, especially in
local manufacturing and CMSMEs.

It stressed the need for full au-
tomation of revenue management,
modernisation of tax laws, expan-
sion of the tax base and strict
measures to prevent harassment
of compliant taxpayers.

As Bangladesh advances in its
transition from least developed
country (LDC) status, DCCI em-
phasised comprehensive econom-
ic preparedness. To sustain export
growth in the post-LDC era, the
chamber urged faster efforts to
sign free trade agreements (FTAs)
with key trading partners and re-
gional economic blocs to expand
market access and reduce tariff-re-
lated vulnerabilities.

DCCI said export diversifica-
tion, uninterrupted industrial pro-
duction, stronger local industries,
modern infrastructure,  skilled
human resources, technological
upgradation, expansion of back-
ward linkage industries and ra-
tional tax and rariff reforms will be
key determinants for maintaining
economic growth in 2026.



stability

Correspondent

THE Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry has
called for prudent, timely
and adeguate economic
measures to safeguard Bang-
ladesh’s economic momen-
tum in 2026, amid political
tension ahead of the 13th
national election scheduled
for February 12.

The chamber also urged
the interim governmant,
political parties and all rel-
evant stakeholders to ensure
a peaceful, inclusive and
credible election process,
as political stability is the
kay to sustainable economic
recovery and investment
growth.

In a statement issued Sat-
urday, the Dhaka chamber
said that a stable paolitical
environment during and af-
ter the alection could boost

the confidence of local en-
trepreneurs and foreign in-
vestors.

To accelerale economic
recovery in 2026, the DCCI

diversification, targeted sup-
paort for potential axport sec-
tors, easier access to finance
for cottage, micro, small and
the development of a skilled
warkforce 1o complement

the process.
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DCC(I stresses

The ongoing energy
crunch and high energy
prices might continue to
disrupt manufacturing
and industrial production,
eroding Bangladesh's com-
petitivensss in internation-
al markets.

In this regard, the cham-
ber reiterated the need
for a long-term, predict-
able anergy pricing policy,
alongside acceleratad gas
axploration, diversification
of energy import sources
and the expansion of long-
term energy supply agree-
ments.

The persistent foreign
axchange pressure and cur-
rency depreciation have
further negatively impact-
ed the financial sector, as
wall as imports of fuel, raw
materials and intermadiate
goods for export-oriented
industries.

The DCCI suggested
that currency swaps could
be considered a priority for
assantial import payments,
along with snhanced in-
centives for remittance in-
flows to stabilise foreign
exchange reserves,

At the same time, fis-

cal discipline, improved
project implementation ef-
ficiency, reduced reliance
on bank borrowing, and
good governance are also
essantial to ease liguidity
pressure in the financial
sector, the chamber stated.

It also expressed con-
carn that axcassive gov-
ernment borrowing from
the banking sector could
shrink private-sector credit
growth,

This tendency also con-
strains investment and em-
plovment growth in local
manufacturing and CMS-
MEs.

In this regard, the Dhaka
Chambar undarscored the
importance of full automa-
tion of revenue manage-
ment, modernisation of tax
laws, expansion of the tax
base, and strict measures
to prevent harassment of
compliant taxpayvers.

As Bangladesh moves
further along its transition
from the least developed
country status, the DCCI
stressed the need for com-
prehensive economic pre-
paredness,

To sustain export growth
in the post-LDC era, the

chamber urged accelerated
afforts to sign Free Trade
Agreements with key trad-
ing partners and regional
economic blocs, thereby
axpanding market access
and reducing tariff-related
vulnerahbilities.

The DCCI said that ex-
port diversification, unin-
terrupted industrial manu-
facturing, stronger local
industries, modern infra-
structure, skilled human
resources, technological
upgradation, expansion of
backward linkage indus-
tries and rational tax and
tariff reforms would be key
determinants for maintain-
ing economic growth in
2026.
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DCCI urges stability, policy continuity, faster
economic recovery amid election-year challenges

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) has called for pru-
dent, timely and effective
economic measures to
safeguard Bangladesh's
economic momentum in
2026, amid political issues
ahead of the 13th national
election scheduled to be
held on February 12, 2026.
In this context, the DCCI
urged the interim govern-
ment, political parties and
all relevant stakeholders to
ensure a peaceful, inclu-
sive and credible election
process, as political stabili-
ty is the key to sustainable
economic recovery and
investment growth.

The Dhaka Chamber
believes that a stable polit-
ical environment during
and after the election peri-
od will boost the confi-
dence of local entrepre-
neurs and foreign
investors, said a press
release.

To accelerate economic
recovery in 2026, DCCI
called upon the govern-

ment to prioritize the
improvement of the over-
all law and order situation,
ensure uninterrupted and
affordable energy supply
to industries, enhance
ease of doing business,
reduce the cost of doing
business and strengthen
infrastructure and policy

frameworks to attract both
domestic and foreign
investment.

The DCCI further

stressed export diversifica-
tion, targeted support for
potential export sectors,
easier access to finance for
CMSMEs and the develop-
ment of a skilled workforce
to complement the
process.

The DCCI reiterated the
need for a long-term, pre-
dictable energy pricing
policy, alongside acceler-
ated gas exploration,
diversification of energy
import sources, and the
expansion of long-term
energy supply agreements.

The DCCI suggested
that currency swap can be

considered on a priority
basis for essential import
payments side by side,
enhanced incentives for
remittance inflows are
necessary to stabilize for-
eign exchange reserves. At
the same time, fiscal disci-
pline, improved project
implementation efficien-
cy, reduced reliance on
bank borrowings and good
governance are essential
to ease liquidity pressure
in the financial sector.

The DCCI also noted
that excessive government
borrowing from the bank-
ing sector could shrink pri-
vate-sector credit growth.
This tendency also con-
tracts the investment and
employment growth of the

local manufacturing and
CMSMEs.

The Dhaka Chamber
also underscored the
importance of  full
automation of revenue
management, moderniza-
tion of tax laws, expansion
of the tax base and strict
measures to prevent

harassment of compliant
taxpayers.

As Bangladesh moves
further along its transition
from LDC status, the DCCI
stressed the need for com-
prehensive economic pre-
paredness. To sustain
export growth in the post-
LDC era, the Chamber
urged accelerated efforts
to sign Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) with
key trading partners and
regional economic blocs
which will result in
expanding market access
and reducing tariff-related
vulnerabilities.

The DCCI also believes
that export diversification,

uninterrupted industrial
manufacturing, stronger
local industries, modern
infrastructure, skilled

human resources, techno-
logical upgradation, expan-
sion of backward linkage
industries and rational tax
and tariff reforms will be
key determinants for main-
taining economic growth
in 2026. —BSS



ETribune Report

The Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (DCCI) has
called for prudent, timely and
effective economic measures
to safeguard Bangladesh’s eco-
nomic momentum in 2026, amid
political issues ahead of the 13th
national election scheduled to be
held on February 12, 2026.

In this context, the DCCI urged
the interim government, politi-
cal parties and all relevant stake-
holders to ensure a peaceful,
inclusive and credible election
process, as political stability is
the key to sustainable economic
recovery and investment growth.

The Dhaka Chamber believes
that a stable political environ-
ment during and after the elec-
tion period will boost the confi-
dence of local entrepreneurs and
foreign investors.

To accelerate economic recov-
ery in 2026, DCCI called upon
the government to prioritize the
improvement of the overall law
and order situation, ensure un-
interrupted and affordable ener-
gy supply to industries, enhance
ease of doing business, reduce
the cost of doing business and
strengthen infrastructure and
policy frameworks to attract both
domestic and foreign investment.

The chamber further stressed
export diversification, targeted
support for potential export sec-
tors, easier access to finance for

DhakaTribune
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DCCI for policy continuity, economic
recovery amid election-year challenges

DGCI

The Dhaka Chamber also un-
derscored the importance of
full automation of revenue
management, modernization
of tax laws, expansion of the
tax base and strict measures
to prevent harassment of
compliant taxpayers
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CMSMEs and the development
of a skilled workforce to comple-
ment the process.

It reiterated the need for a
long-term, predictable energy
pricing policy, alongside accel-
erated gas exploration, diversifi-
cation of energy import sources,
and the expansion of long-term
energy supply agreements.

It suggested that currency
swap can be considered on a pri-
ority basis for essential import
payments side by side, enhanced
incentives for remittance inflows
are necessary to stabilize foreign
exchange reserves. At the same
time, fiscal discipline, improved
project implementation efficien-
cy, reduced reliance on bank bor-
rowings and good governance

are essential to ease liquidity
pressure in the financial sector.
The DCCI also noted that ex-
cessive government borrowing
from the banking sector could
shrink private-sector credit
growth. This tendency also con-
tracts the investment and em-
ployment growth of the local
manufacturing and CMSMEs.
The Dhaka Chamber also un-
derscored the importance of full
automation of revenue manage-
ment, modernization of tax laws,
expansion of the tax base and
strict measures to prevent har-
assment of compliant taxpayers.
As Bangladesh moves further
along its transition from LDC sta-
tus, the DCCI stressed the need
for comprehensive economic

preparedness.

To sustain export growth in
the post-LDC era, the Chamber
urged accelerated efforts to sign
Free Trade Agreements (FTAs)
with key trading partners and
regional economic blocs which
will result in expanding market
access and reducing tariff-relat-
ed vulnerabilities.

The DCCI also believes that
export diversification, uninter-
rupted industrial manufacturing,
stronger local industries, modern
infrastructure, skilled human
resources, technological upgra-
dation, expansion of backward
linkage industries and rational
tax and tariff reforms will be key
determinants for maintaining
economic growth in 2026.



DCCI urges political
stability tv safeguard
Economic recovery
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DCCI for faster economic recovery
amid election-year challenges

Business Desk

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCI1) has called for
prudent, timely and effective
cconomic measures to safeguard
Bangladesh’s economic momentum
in 2026, amid political tension ahead
of the 13th national ¢lection sched-
uled to be held on 12 February 2026,

In this context, DCCI urges the
interim govemment, political parties
and all relevant stakeholders to
ensure a peacelul, inclusive and cred-
ible election process, as political
stability is the key tosustainable
cconomic recovery and investment
growth,

Dhaka Chamber believes that a
stable political environment during
and the post-¢lection period will
boost the confidence of the local
entreprencurs and foreign investors,

To accelerate economic recovery
in 2026, DCCI calls upon the govemns-
ment to prioritise the improvement
of" overall law and order situation,
ensure uninterrupted and aflTordable
energy supply to industries, enhance
case of doing business, reduce the
cost of doing business and strengthen
infrastructure and policy frameworks
to attract both domestic and foreign

%‘_. ." L]
L

investment,

DCCI further stressed export
diversification, targeted support tor
potential export seclors, Casier aceess
to finance for CMSMLEs and the
development ol a skilled workforce
to complement the process.

The ongoing energy crunch and
high energy prices continue to disrupt
manufacturing and industrial produc-
tion, croding Bangladesh's compet-
iiveness in intemational markets.

DCCI reiterates the need for o
long-term, predictable energy pricing
policy, alongside accelerated gas
exploration, diversification of energy

import sources, and the expansion
of long-term energy supply agree-
ments.

The persistent foreign exchange
pressure and currency depreciation
have further negatively impacted the
financial scctor, also affecting
imports of fuel, raw materials, and
intermediate goods for export-
oriented industries.

DCCI suggests that currency swap
can be considered on a priority basis
for essential import payments,
besides enhanced incentives for
remittance inflows are necessary o
stabilize foreign exchange reserves,
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DCCI urges stability, policy continuity, faster economic
recovery amid election-year challenges
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DHAKA, Jan 3, 2026 (BSS) - The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) has called for prudent, timely and effective economic measures to
safeguard Bangladesh's economic momentum in 2026, amid political issues ahead
of the 13th national election scheduled to be held on February 12, 2026.

In this context, the DCCI urged the interim government, political parties and all
relevant stakeholders to ensure a peaceful, inclusive and credible election
process, as political stability is the key to sustainable economic recovery and
investment growth.

The Dhaka Chamber believes that a stable political environment during and after
the election period will boost the confidence of local entrepreneurs and foreign
investors, said a press release.

To accelerate economic recovery in 2026, DCCI called upon the government to
prioritize the improvement of the overall law and order situation, ensure
uninterrupted and affordable energy supply to industries, enhance ease of doing
business, reduce the cost of doing business and strengthen infrastructure and
policy frameworks to attract both domestic and foreign investment.

The DCCI further stressed export diversification, targeted support for potential
export sectors, easier access to finance for CMSMEs and the development of a
skilled workforce to complement the process.

The DCCI reiterated the need for a long-term, predictable energy pricing policy,
alongside accelerated gas exploration, diversification of energy import sources,
and the expansion of long-term energy supply agreements.

The DCCI suggested that currency swap can be considered on a priority basis for
essential import payments side by side, enhanced incentives for remittance inflows
are necessary to stabilize foreign exchange reserves. At the same time, fiscal
discipline, improved project implementation efficiency, reduced reliance on bank
borrowings and good governance are essential to ease liquidity pressure in the
financial sector.

The DCCI also noted that excessive government borrowing from the banking
sector could shrink private-sector credit growth. This tendency also contracts the
investment and employment growth of the local manufacturing and CMSMEs.

The Dhaka Chamber also underscored the importance of full automation of
revenue management, modernization of tax laws, expansion of the tax base and
strict measures to prevent harassment of compliant taxpayers.

As Bangladesh moves further along its transition from LDC status, the DCCI
stressed the need for comprehensive economic preparedness. To sustain export
growth in the post-LDC era, the Chamber urged accelerated efforts to sign Free
Trade Agreements (FTAs) with key trading partners and regional economic blocs
which will result in expanding market access and reducing tariff-related
vulnerabilities.

The DCCI also believes that export diversification, uninterrupted industrial
manufacturing, stronger local industries, modern infrastructure, skilled human
resources, technological upgradation, expansion of backward linkage industries
and rational tax and tariff reforms will be key determinants for maintaining
economic growth in 2026.



