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DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed speaks at a seminar on 'Export-import policiesin
Bangladesh: Requirements and Challenges upon LDC Graduation' organised by the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) at its auditorium on Saturday.

DCCI SEMINAR

Road blockades cost economy
dearly, says Lutfey Siddiqi

FE REPORT

Lutfey Siddiqi, Special Envoy on International
Affairs to the Chief Adviser, on Saturday urged
business leaders to raise their voice against
road blockades that cause huge economic
losses and disrupt essential government
activities.

When roads in Dhaka are blocked for two to
three hours to press demands, it costs single-
day income of around 5 million people, he said.
Some issues may justify such actions, but
many demands are trivial, he pointed out.
"No matter how justified your demand is,
you are harming the public," he added,
recalling that he himself could not attend a
recent important meeting due tosuch a
blockade.

Calling the blockades an 'economic crime’,
Lutfey Siddiqi urged businesses to raise their
voice to thwart such crimes.

"You are a powerful body. You need to
highlight the economic cost and ensure that
the economy is not sacrificed," he said,
addressing business leaders, investors, and all
contributors to the economy.

The Special Envoy spoke as the chief guest ata
seminar titled 'Export-import policies in
Bangladesh: Requirements and Challenges
upon LDC Graduation' organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) at
its office.

DCCl President Taskeen Ahmed chaired the
seminar while Special Assistant to Economic
Relations Division Dr. Anisuzzaman
Chowdhury, Member of National Board of
Revenue (NBR) Kazi Mostafizur Rahman, and
Vice-Chairman of Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB) Anwar Hossain were present as special
guests.

Dr. Selim Raihan, Executive Director of
SANEM, presented the keynote paper.

In his speech, the Special Envoy also urged
businesses and investors to engage with the
government as true representatives of the
business community, rather than seeking
individual favours.

Any sector in Bangladesh hardly has a
roadmap for development, he said, adding:

"Only one roadmap we have now thatis to
hold the national election between December
and June. That is the most specific roadmap
than anything we have in the country."
Siddiqi noted that Bangladesh has a roadmap
with the International Labour Organisation
(ILO) for labour reforms, implementation of
which is crucial for retaining GSP facility.
He also said LDC graduation could either be a
huge opportunity or a disaster.
Dr Anisuzzaman Chowdhury said that
Bangladesh must go ahead with its planned
graduation from LDC status, as there is no
option to retreat.
He emphasised the need to focus on
producing high-value ready-made garments,
medicines, and light engineering products to
face the challenges of the post-LDC era.
"A national dialogue will be held soon with the
participation of all stakeholders to outline the
next course of action for the post-LDCera," he
said, adding that the country has got human
capital, financial capital and physical capital
and what is now needed is to build trust.
In the keynote presentation, Dr. Selim Raihan
emphasised the need to improve policy
coherence across trade, industrial and fiscal
domains.
"Export-import policy reform is the central to
build resilience and long-term
competitiveness," he said.
DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed said
Bangladesh's export sector is heavily
concentrated on ready-made garment
industry, which serves as a major engine of
economic growth and is contributing over 84
per cent of total export earnings.
Other sectors like pharmaceuticals, leather,
jute, agro-processed goods, automobile
industry and ICT are not gaining momentum
as the RMG sector, he added.
Mr. Anwar Hossain said effective policy
support, rather than cash incentives, will be
crucial to addressing the challenges of the
post-LDCera.
"There are many non-traditional items we
can explore for product diversification by
leveraging duty benefits," he said.
saif.febd@gmail.com
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Diversily exports to face post-

LDC challenges: experts
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angiadeah must urg *nth dn malfx its export baqe
and reform trade policies to cope with challenges
following its graduation from the least developed
country (LDC) category in 2026, said Selim Raihan,
executive director of the South Asian Network on
F.conomic Modeling (SANEM).

“No country has achieved structural
transformation  with  such  high  export
concentration,” he stated, cautioning that

Bangladesh risks falling into an “infeasible region”
of development unless it immediately diversifies
into high-value sectors.

Raihan urged a shift from cash-based incentives
to World Trade Organization (WTO)-compliant
support, such as investments in infrastructure,
technology upgrades, and logistics reforms.

He stressed comprehensive reforms to reduce
high tariff rates, rationalise para-tarifls, and
improve customs efficiency.

Suggesting following in the footsteps of
Vietnam and Thailand, Raihan called for export-
oriented industrialisation, enhanced eflorts
for more foreign direct investment (FDI), and
institutional readiness.

“Compared to our neighbours, Bangladesh’s

reliance on impﬂrt taxes 1is dl%p[’Dle"thll&tE‘h

high,” he added.
He recommended an integrated relorm
framework, dynamic tariff alignment, and

stakeholder engagement, along with exploring new
markets beyond the European Union and the US.

Raihan was addresqing aseminar titled “Export-
Import Policies in Bangladesh: Requirements and
Challenges upon L.DC Graduation” organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) at its auditorium vesterday.

Prolonged inflation, US tariff retaliation,
India’s export curbs, energy shortages, low foreign
exchange reserves, financial mismanagement,
and instability in law and order are disrupting
industrial operations, said DCCI President
Taskeen Ahmed.

“In light of global perspectives and upcoming
challenges, reassessing our import-export policies
is essential,” he said.

He pointed out that leather, pharmaceuticals,
jute, and agro-processing sectors missed export
targets over the vears, while 84 percent of exports
remain limited to Iead} made garments (RMG) and
concentrated in a few markets.

Lutfey Siddiqi, special envoy on international
aflairs to the chief adviser, called lfor urgent

structural reforms in government agencies,
better port management, and coordinated
policymaking.

He emphasised the need for a long-term
industrial roadmap and encouraged rational,
unified business demands. Anisuzzaman
Chowdhury, special assistant to the chief adviser,
echoed the urgency of reform, stating, “There is
no turning back from LDC graduation.”

Calling for a focus on high-value apparel,
pharmaceuticals, and light engineering, he
announced that a national dialogue involving the
stakeholders would be held soon.

Kazi Mostalizur Rahman, member (customs),
National Board of Revenue, said the revenue
authority has been focusing on automation since
1993, such as deploying the Automated Systems
for Customs Data (ASYCUDA), a computerised
customs management system.

He proposed involving the private sector in
post-LDC trade talks with different countries
and announced that a central bonded warehouse
featuring an electronic data exchange system
would be operational by July.

“Effective policy support matters more than
direct incentives,” said Md Anwar Hossain, vice
chairman of the Export Promotion Bureau.



Re-assessing

export-import
policies stressed
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SPEAKERS at a seminar on
Saturday sald that export-
import policy reform is key
to resilience and long-term
competitiveness while re-
assessing such policies is
necessary to meet the chal-
lenges of post-LDC period.

The speakers said this at
a seminar on ‘Export-import
policies in Bangladesh: Re-
quirements and Challenges
upon LDC Graduation’ at the
auditorium of Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
tries in Dhaka.

Speaking as the chief
guest, Lutfev Siddigi. special
envoy to the chief adviser on
international  affairs, said
that structural and institu-
tional reforms among the
government agencies are
also necessary. and the pace
of doing the refonns needs
to be faster.

He said. "We dont have
any roadmap in the in-
dustrial sector not even in
other seclors as well. But,
there should be a roadmap
for national tariff policy.” he
added.

Lutfey also opined that
institutionalizing and gov-
ernment readiness are the
master-key of development.

He added that ports are
the heart of the economy.
s0 il is important to ensure
logistics and keep their man-
agement running and oper-
ating smoothly.

He said that as a part of
the civil society, the busi-
ness community has its own
power and suggested the

community to present their
logical demands to the gov-
ernment firmly to achieve
since the private sector is
the main driving force of the
couniry’s economy.

Speaking as special guest,
Anisuzzaman Chowdhury,
special assistant to the chief
adviser said Bangladesh has
to graduate from the LDC
status while there is no op-
tion to come back.

‘But, we have 1o focus on
producing high-value ready-
made garment, medicine
and light engineering items
to meet the post-LDC chal-
lenges,” he atfded

He said a national dia-
logue will be held soon with
the participation of all stake-
holders to chalk out the next
course of action for the post-
LDC era.

Anisuzzaman also said,
‘We have human capital,
financial capital and phyvsi-
cal capital and now we just
need to build trust,

He stressed on integration
and coherence of policies for
boosting the economy.

Md. Anwar Hossain. vice-
chairman, Export Promaotion
Burean (EPB), said effective
policy support rather than
cash incentives will be the
key to meet the challenges of
post-LDC era.

He said the government is
working on three important
issues - trade policy reforms,
mﬁtpljame and stmrrlnnl
an vate seclor -
Im-_ﬂ.s.P}.i-]n also l.ugeg the pri-
vate sector to come forward
to use man-made fiber in the
ready-made garment sector.
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Anwar later said that if the
private sector gets proper in-
frastructure, energy security.
credit facility, policy sup-
port and logistics services,
it is possible to eam $100
billion from the readvmade
garment sector in the next
2-3 Vears.

kazi Mostafizur Rahman,
Member [Customs: Audit,
Modernization % Interna-
tional Trade), NBR zaid that
after 1993, NBER has been
implementing ASYCUDA
and various other antomat-
ed systems to ensure the
services ape transparent.

He also said that after
post-LDC era, in various
negoliation processes, there
should be private sector
participation.

He later informed that an
initiative has been taken to
start a central bonded ware-
house and hoped that this
facility could be provided
to all by next Julv.

He urged all business-
men to avail the facility of
national single window.
‘NBR has taken an initia-
tive to introduce electronic
data exchange system,
which will allow traders
to smoother export, import
services.”

Making the key-note
presentation, Selim Raihan,
professor of Economics,
Dhaka University and ex-
ecutive director, SANEM
sald customs duties and tar-
iff rates in Bangladesh are
higher com: to neigh-
boring countries.

Moreover., the country
has still high dependence
on import taxes. Lack of re-
form in the taxation seclor
and the government’s ina-
bility to raise taxes through
direct taxation resulted in
high dependence on indi-
rect taxes and import taxes.

In terms of export policy,
Selim said Bangladesh re-
lies heavilv on cash incen-
tives and duty drawbacks to
support narrowly focused
RMG-dominated export
base, with limited diver-

sification, low flow of FDI
and trade facilitation chal-
lenges.

On the other hand. he
said in the context of import
policy, Bangladesh main-
tains higher tariffs, non-tar-
iffs and complex para-tariffs
compared 1o ils peers, with
manual customs and im-
port-substitute protectionist
tendencies in some sectors.

Keoping all these in
mind. he however suggest-
ed for establishing a unified
trade policy framework,
dynamic tariff adjustments,
enhanced policy coordina-
tion and stakeholder en-

gagement.
Giving the welcome
address, DCCI president

Taskeen Ahmed said Bang-
ladesh’s export sector, heav-
ilv concentrated on ready-
made garment industry, as
a major engine of economic
growth, is contributing over
84% of toial export earn-
ings.

Other sectors like phar-
maceuticals, leather, jute,
ngrol;gmcessed goods, au-
tomobile industry and ICT
are nol gaining traction like-
wise the RMG sector,

In the export basket. he
said the overall export base
remains narrow and mostly
dependent on a few mar-
kets. Taskeen also suggested

for policy and financial sup-
port for the potential non-
RMG sectors.
Mnrem'er. he stressed on
ting a balanced and
pret ictable tariff policy to
facilitate import of raw ma-
terials and capital goods. To
avoid mismatch of export
and import policy. a com-
prehensive trade policy is
essential as this practice
sustains in other neighbor-
ing economies, he opined.

Md Fazlul Haque, former
president, BKMEA, Sved
Almas Kabir, former Presi-
dent, BASIS,

Md  Zakir  Hossain,
managing director, Delia
Pharma Ltd., Fakir Kamru-
zzaman MNahid, managing
director, Fakir Fashion Ltd
spoke on the occasion as the

elists.

Meanwhile, former DCCI
directors AKD Khair Mo-
hammad Khan, M Bashir
Ullah Bhuivan, and joint
comvenor Salahuddin  Yu-
suf, among others, partici-
pated in the open discus-
sion.

Senior vice-president of
DCCI. Razeev H Chowd-
hury.  vice-presidemt Md
Salim Sulaiman, members
of the board of directors,
and stakeholders from both
public and private sectors
were present at the event.
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Businesses seek
alternative support,
fearing loss of
subsidies, incentives

post-LDC
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They urge
formulation of
coordinated
import, export, and
tariff policies

Business leaders have called for al-
ternative policy support as Bangla-
desh prepares for graduation from
the Least Developed Country (LDC)
category, fearing the loss of cur-
rent export benefits such as cash
incentives, subsidies, and the Ex-
port Development Fund (EDF).

At a seminar organised by the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce

and Industry (DCCI) in Dhaka
yesterday, they urged immediate
formulation of coordinated im-
port, export, and national tariff
policies to tackle post-graduation
challenges.

The seminar was titled “Bang-
ladesh’s Import-Export Policy:
Post-LDC Requirements and Chal-
lenges”. The chief guest was Luttey
Siddique, the chief adviser’s spe-
cial envoy on international affairs.

He said structural reforms of
government institutions are essen-
tial, noting that the current pace of
reform is insufficient. “There’s no
clear roadmap for the industrial
sector, which is frustrating,” he
said, adding that smooth port op-
erations must be ensured.

Siddique criticised the misuse
of business influence for personal
gain, urging

entrepreneurs to use their power
for the national interest. “Blocking
roads in Dhaka hampers the daily
earnings of 5 million people. Busi-
ness leaders must speak out against
such actions,” he added.

He warned that without discipline
and based leadership, the benefits of
LDC graduation could be lost.

Anisuzzaman Chowdhury, spe-
cial Assistant to the chief adviser
(finance), announced plans to hold
a national dialogue to formulate a
coordinated post-LDC strategy. He
highlighted the importance of focus-
ing on high-value garments, phar-
maceuticals, and light engineering.

National Revenue Board Member
Kazi Mostafizur Rahman said a Cen-
tral Bonded Warehouse system is ex-
pected to be launched by July, along-
side an Electronic Data Exchange
system for faster customs clearance.

Export Promotion Bureau Vice

Chairman Anwar Hossain noted that
reforms in trade policy, compliance,
and private sector preparedness are
already underway.

Presenting the keynote paper, Se-
lim Raihan of Dhaka University ob-
served a lack of coordination among
import, export, and tariff policies. He
recommended reducing import duties,
reforming export policy to attract FDI,
and eliminating para-tariff barriers.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed
called for research into why sectors like
leather, pharmaceuticals, jute, and agro-
processed goods have failed to meet ex-
port targets despite strong potential.

Former BKMEA president Fazlur
Rahman stressed the need to shift
towards high-end production in the
post-LDC landscape, warning that sub-
sidy cuts and rising service costs could
strain the private sector. Former BASIS
President Syed Almas Kabir proposed
establishing five overseas marketing
offices to expand IT exports.
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Re-assessing export-import

policies crucial to meet
post-LDC challenges

Speakers tell DCCI seminar

(i)

&5 Expont-

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

Export-import policy reform is
key to resilience and long-term
competitiveness while re-as-
sessing such policies is neces-
sary to meet the challenges of
the post-LDC period, speakers
said on Saturday.

They came up with these
remarks at a seminar on “Ex-
port-import policies in Bangla-
desh: Requirements and Chal-
lenges upon LDC Graduation”
at the auditorium of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustries (DCCI) in Dhaka.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Lutfey Siddigi, special envoy to
the chief adviser on interna-
tional affairs, said that structur-
al and institutional reforms
among the government agen-
cies are also necessary, and the
pace of doing the reforms needs
to be faster.

He said, “We don’t have any
roadmap in the industrial
sector, not even in other sectors
as well. Bug, there should be a
roadmap for national tariff
policy,” he added.

Lutfey also opined that insti-
tutionalising and government
readiness are the master-keys
of development.

He added that ports are the
heart of the economy, so it is
important to ensure logistics
and keep their management
running and operating
smoothly.

He said that as a part of the
civil society, the business com-
munity has its own power and
suggested the community to
present their logical demands to
the government firmly to

e

Seminar on

e

Import Policies in Bangladesh: Requirements

and Challenges upon LDC Graduation

achieve since the private sector
is the main driving force of the
country's economy.

Speaking as special guest, Dr
Anisuzzaman Chowdhury,
special assistant to the chief
adviser, said Bangladesh has to
graduate from the LDC status
while there is no option to come
back.

“But, we have to focus on
producing high-value ready-
made garment, medicine and
light engineering items to meet
the post-LDC challenges,” he
added.

He said a national dialogue
will be held soon with the par-
ticipation of all stakeholders to
chalk out the next course of
action for the post-LDC era.

Dr Anisuzzaman also said,
“We have human capital, finan-
cial capital and physical capital
and now we just need to build
trust,”

He stressed on integration
and coherence of policies for
boosting the economy.

Md Anwar Hossain,
vice-chairman, Export Promo-
tion Bureau (EPB), said effec-
tive policy support rather than
cash incentives will be the key
to meet the challenges of the
post-LDC era.

He said the government is
working on three important
issues - trade policy reforms,
compliance and standard, and
private sector preparedness. He
also urged the private sector to
come forward to use man-made
fiber in the ready-made
garment sector.

Anwar later said that if the
private sector gets proper infra-
structure, energy  security,

credit facility, policy support
and logistics services, it is possi-
ble to earn $100 billion from
the readymade garment sector
in the next 2-3 vears.

Kazi Mostafizur Rahman,
member (Customs: Audit, Mod-
ernization &  International
Trade), said that after 1993,
NBR has been implementing
ASYCUDA and various other
automated systems to ensure
the services are transparent.

He also said that after the
post-LDC era, in various nego-
tiation processes, there should
be private sector participation.

He later informed that an in-
itiative has been taken to start a
central bonded warehouse and
hoped that this facility could be
provided to all by next July.

He urged all businessmen to
avail the facility of national
single window. “NBR has taken
an initiative to introduce an
clectronic  data  exchange
system, which will allow traders
to smoother export, import ser-
vices.”

Making the Kkev-note pres-
entation, Dr Selim Raihan, pro-
fessor of Economics, Dhaka
University and Executive Di-
rector, SANEM, said customs
duties and tariff rates in Bangla-
desh are higher compared to
neighboring countries.

Moreover, the country still
has a high dependence on
import taxes. Lack of reform in
the taxation sector and the gov-
ernment’s inability to raise
taxes through direct taxation
resulted in high dependence on
indirect taxes and import taxes.

In terms of export policy,
Selim said Bangladesh relies

heavily on cash incentives and
duty drawbacks to support a
narrowly focused RMG-domi-
nated export base, with limited
diversification, low flow of FDI
and trade facilitation challeng-
es.
On the other hand, he said in
the context of import policy,
Bangladesh maintains higher
tariffs, non-tariffs and complex
para-tariffs compared to its
peers, with manual customs and
import-substitute protectionist
tendencies in some sectors.

Keeping all these in mind, he
however suggested establishing
a unified trade policy frame-
work, dynamic tariff adjust-
ments, enhanced policy coordi-
nation and stakeholder
engagement.

Giving the welcome address,
DCCI President  Taskeen
Ahmed said Bangladesh’s
export sector, heavily concen-
trated on ready-made garment
industry, as a major engine of
economic growth, is contribut-
ing over 84% of total export
earnings.

Other sectors like pharma-
ceuticals, leather, jute, agro-pro-
cessed goods, automobile in-
dustry and ICT are not gaining
traction likewise the RMG
sector.

In the export basket, he said
the overall export base remains
narrow and mostly dependent
on a few markets. Taskeen also
suggested policy and financial
support for the potential
non-RMG sectors.

Moreover, he stressed on
adopting a balanced and pre-
dictable tariff policy to facili-
tate import of raw materials
and capital goods. To avoid
mismatch of export and
import policy, a comprehen-
sive trade policy is essential as
this practice sustains in other
neighboring economies, he
opined.

Md Fazlul Haque, former
president, BKMEA, Syed Almas
Kabir, former president of
BASIS, Md Zakir Hossain, man-
aging director of Delta Pharma
Ltd, Fakir Kamruzzaman
Nahid, managing director of
Fakir Fashion Ltd, spoke on the
occasion as the panelists.

Senior Vice-President of
DCCI Razeev H Chowdhury,
Vice-President Md Salim Su-
laiman, members of the
board of directors, and stake-
holders from both public and
private sectors were present
at the event.
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Re-assessing export-import po_licies crucial
to meet post-LDC challenges: Speakers

» AA Business Desk

Speakers at a seminar on
Saturday said that export-import
policy reform is key to resilience
and long-term competitiveness
while re-assessing such policies is
necessary to meet the challenges
of post-LDC period.

The speakers said this at a
seminar on “Export-import
policies in Bangladesh:
Requirements and Challenges
upon LDC Graduation” at the
auditorium of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industries (DCCI)
in Dhaka, BSS reports.

Speaking as the chief guest,
Lutfey Siddiqi, Special Envoy to
the Chief Adviser on International
Affairs, said that structural and
institutional reforms among the
government agencies are also
necessary, and the pace of doing
the reforms needs to be faster.

He said, “We don't have any
roadmap in the industrial sector
not even in other sectors as well.
But. there should be a roadmap

for national tariff policy,” he
added.Lutfey also opined that
institutionalizing and government
readiness are the master-key of
development.

He added that ports are the
heart of the economy, so it is
important to ensure logistics and
keep their management running
and operating smoothly.

He said that as a part of the civil
society, the business community
has its own power and suggested
the community to present their
logical demands to the
government firmly to achieve
since the private sector is the main
driving force of the country's
economy.

Speaking as special guest, Dr.
Anisuzzaman Chowdhury, Special
Assistant to the Chief Adviser said
Bangladesh has to graduate from
the LDC status while there is no
option to come back.

“But, we have to focus on
producing high-value ready-made
garment, medicine and light
engineering items to meet the

post-LDC challenges,” he added.

He said a national dialogue will
be held soon with the
participation of all stakeholders to
chalk out the next course of action
for the post-LDC era.

Dr Anisuzzaman also said, “We
have human capital, financial
capital and physical capital and
now we just need to build trust,”

He stressed on integration and
coherence of policies for boosting
the economy. Md. Anwar
Hossain, Vice-Chairman, Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB), said
effective policy support rather
than cash incentives will be the
key to meet the challenges of post-
LDC era. He said the government
is working on three important
issues - trade policy reforms,
compliance and standard, and
private sector preparedness. He
also urged the private sector to
come forward to use man-made
fiber in the ready-made garment
sector. Anwar later said that if the
private sector gets proper
infrastructure. energv securitv.

credit facility, policy support and
logistics services, it is possible to
earn $100 billion from the
readymade garment sector in the
next 2-3 years.

Kazi Mostafizur Rahman,
Member  (Customs:  Audit,
Modernization & International
Trade), NBR said that after 1993,
NBR has been implementing
ASYCUDA and various other
automated systems to ensure the
services are transparent.

He also said that after post-LDC
era, in various negotiation
processes, there should be private
sector participation.

He later informed that an
initiative has been taken to start a
central bonded warehouse and
hoped that this facility could be
provided to all by next July.

He urged all businessmen to
avail the facility of national single
window. “NBR has taken an
initiative to introduce electronic
data exchange system, which will
allow traders to smoother export,
import services.”
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DCCI SEMINAR HELD IN THE CITY

Trade policy reform key to resilience,
long -term business competitiveness

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed (3rd from left) speaking at a seminar on
policies in Bangladesh: Requirements and Challenges upon LDC Graduation"

auditorium in the city on Saturday.

Business Correspondent

Bangladesh's export sector,
heavily concentrated on
RMG industry, as a major
engine of economic
growth, is contributing
over 84 percent of total
export earnings.

While other sectors like
pharmaceuticals, leather,
jute, agro-processed goods,
automobile industry and
ICT are not gaining traction
likewise the RMG sector. In
the export basket, the
country's overall export
base remains narrow and
mostly dependent on a few
markets.

President of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI)
Taskeen Ahmed, made the
observation at a seminar
on "Export-import policies

in Bangladesh:
Requirements and
Challenges upon LDC

Graduation” held on May
24, at DCCI auditorium.

He later suggested policy
support and financial help
for the potential non-RMG
sectors. Moreover, he
stressed on adopting a bal-
anced and predictable tar-
iff policy to (facilitate

import of raw materials
and capital goods.

To avoid mismatch of
export and import policy, a
comprehensive trade poli-
cy is essential as this prac-
tice sustains in other
neighboring economies, he
opined.

He said Bangladesh's
import composition
reflects a strong industrial
reliance on foreign inputs,
including capital machin-
ery, raw materials and
intermediate goods. This
structural dependence has
made the economy partic-
ularly vulnerable to exter-
nal shocks.

Moreover, recent infla-
tion surge coupled with
ongoing U.S. reciprocal tar-
iffs and export ban by India
have exerted significant
pressure on the country's
balance of payment, for-
eign exchange reserve and
import control mecha-
nisms.

Consequently, business-
es are struggling to source
essential materials, which
is undermining their com-
petitiveness and produc-
tion capacity, he added.

Dr.  Selim  Raihan,
Professor of Economics,

-

Export mpo

held at DCCI

Dhaka University and

Executive Director, SANEM
said customs duties and
tariff rates in Bangladesh
are higher compared to
neighboring countries.

Moreover, the country
has still high dependence
on import taxes. Lack of
reform in the taxation sec-
tor and the government's
inability to raise taxes
through direct taxation
resulted in high depend-
ence on indirect taxes and
import taxes.

He said Bangladesh
maintains higher tariffs,
non-tariffs and complex
para-tariffs compared to its
peers, with manual cus-
toms and import-substi-
tute protectionist tenden-
cies in some sectors.

Lutfey Siddiqi, Special
Envoy to the Chief Adviser
on International Affairs
said structural and institu-
tional reforms among the
government agencies are
also necessary, and the
pace of doing the reforms
needs to be faster.

He said institutionaliz-
ing and government readi-
ness are the master-key of
development. He added
that ports are the heart of

the economy, so it is
important to ensure logis-
tic and keep their manage-
ment running and operat-

ing smoothly.

Dr. Anisuzzaman
Chowdhury, Special
Assistant, Economic

Relations Division (ERD),
Kazi Mostafizur Rahman,
NBR member after post-
LDC era, as various negoti-

ation processes, there
should be private sector
participation.

He later informed that
an initiative has been taken
to start a central bonded
warehouse and hoped that
this facility could be pro-
vided to all by next July.

Md. Anwar Hossain, Vice
Chairman, Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB)
emphasized effective poli-
cy support rather than cash
incentives will be the key to
meet the challenges of
post-LDC era.

Md. Fazlul Haque, for-
mer President, BKMEA,
Md. Moshiul Alam, Joint
Chief, Bangladesh Trade
and Tariff Commission,
Syed Almas Kabir, former
President, BASIS, Dr. Md.
Zakir Hossain, Managing
Director, Delta Pharma Ltd,
Fakir Kamruzzaman Nahid,

Managing Director, Fakir
Fashion Ltd, DCCI

Directors A.K.D. Khair
Mohammad Khan, M.
Bashir Ullah Bhuiyan, and
Joint Convenor Salahuddin
Yusuf, among others, par-
ticipated in the open dis-
cussion.

Senior Vice President of
DCCI, Razeev H.
Chowdhury, Vice President
Md. Salim Sulaiman, mem-
bers of the Board of
Directors, and stakeholders
from both public and pri-
vate sectors were present.
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