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‘Intolerable burden’:
Businesses sound alarm
on extortion, crime spikes

# Businesses # Theywarn + DCCl has over
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: govt investment will  individual-owned
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¥ Extortion has become intolerable

Extortion, fraud, and cyber threats are

» Students, young people demand money 3 y :
creating an unsafe business environment,

» Theft and mugging are on the rise
» Goods trucks are being hijacked

¥ Online fraud, threats also on rise

eroding investor confidence and driving
entrepreneurs away.
- TBS Insights by

Taskeen Ahmed IPDC}

President, DCCI

BUSINESS - BANGLADESH

TBS REFORT

Business leaders have once
again sounded a dire warning
over the rapidly deteriorat- #
ing law and order situa- {
tion nationwide, declaring
that pervasive extortion
has become an “intoler-
able burden™ on their daily op-
erations. At a discussion hosted by
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) yesterday,
they expressed deep disappoint-
ment, stating that their hopes for
an improvement in law and order
since the government change last
August have been dashed; instead,
the situation has worsened, se-
verely impacting both small and
large businesses amidst a rise in
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permanently.” Taskeen stressed the ur-
gent need for government intervention
to improve the situation, enabling busi-
nesses to operate “smoothly, transpar-
ently, and securely.” He also drew a
sharp contrast in law enforcement’s
responsiveness, noting that while in-
cidents in the garment sector receive
quick attention, small and medi-
um-sized enterprises (SMEs) employing
50 to 100 people receive little support.

In a written statement, Taskeen
underscored that while Bangladesh
is rapidly advancing towards a trans-
forming economy through initiatives
like industrialisation, digital transfor-
mation, export diversification, and in-
ternal market expansion, the bedrock
for this progress is a “sale, stable, and
effective law and order environment.”

Md Golam Mawla, president of
the Edible Qil Traders Association,
revealed that “all trucks now must be
hired through middlemen at all land
ports, with brokers charging Tk8,c00-
Tkio,000 per truck.” He also reported
a surge in theft and robbery, appealing
for police assistance to ensure the safe
transport of goods.

Former DCCI vice president Abdus
Salam expressed the sentiment that de-
spite regularly paying taxes, businesses
now face a “frightening environment,”
which he deemed “unacceptable.”

Abul Hashem, president of the Bang-
ladesh Sugar Traders Association,
highlighted the pervasive fear, stating,
“People now live in fear in their own
homes at night due to a rise in robbery
incidents. Similar conditions prevail on
the streets, with sugar trucks being hi-
jacked on highways.”

Lutfur Rahman Babu, president
of Mohammadpur Town Hall Market
Association, asserted that “extortion
is openly taking place in Mohammad-
pur, and police provide no solution.
We want relief from this situation.” M
Abu Hurairah, another former DCCI
vice president, warned that a further
decline in law and order would render
business operations impossible.

Haji Faizuddin, vice president of
the Bangladesh Manihari Merchants
Association, decried the poor traffic
situation on highways due to illegal-
ly occupied road sections. Haji Syed
Mohammad Bashiruddin, president of
the Moulvibazar Traders Association,
criticized the police forces for not yet
playing an active role in improving law
and order.

Among the law enforcement officials
present, Md Mohaymenul Islam, in-
spector (Investigation) of Motijheel Po-
lice Station, acknowledged that “the law
and order situation has improved since
5 August, but further improvement is
needed.” He conceded that “a suitable

extortion, theft, mugging, and the
hijacking of goods.

Nesar Uddin Khan, senior vice
president of the Bangladesh Pulse
Traders Association, highlighted the
growing menace of “teenage gangs
creating havoc, disrupting public
life and causing losses to business-
es,” specifically citing instances of
“young students and boys extorting
us.” He urged for stern police action

/ to quash this trend.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed
painted a grim picture of the cur-
rent business environment, de-
scribing it as “unsafe, marked by
extortion, fraudulent online activ-
ities, transportation risks, forgery,
and cyber threats.,” He empha-
gised that these challenges “not
only discourage investment but
also cause many entrepreneurs to
lose confidence

law and order environment for commer-
cial activities has not yet been ensured,”
but affirmed the police’s firm stance
against “teenage and youth gangs.”

The meeting also saw several busi-
nessmen allege market monopolisation
by some large companies in the sug-
ar and edible oil sectors, which they
claimed intensified after the closure
of Chattogram-based S Alam Group's
companies. DCCl President Taskeen
Ahmed lamented, *We hoped that syn-
dicates would be broken after the gov-
ernment change, but that has not hap-
pened. The number of sugar companies
has decreased from five to three. In
this situation, sugar imports should be
opened to private entrepreneurs.” Busi-
nessmen also called for the contain-
ment of battery-operated rickshaws.

Mohammad Fjaz, administrator of
Dhaka North City, and Md Nazrul Is-
lam, additional police commissioner
(crime and operations) of DMP, were
scheduled to attend but were unable
due to protests in the capital, according
to the DCCI president.



Businesses call
for bettering
law and order

FE REPORT

Businessmen urged on
Wednesday the government
to improve law and orderin
the interest of the country's
business and economy.

They said that without stable
and predictable law-and-
order situation business and
investment would not
expand.

They said that in recent
times, businessmen lost
confidence in the case of
trade and investment due to
an insecure business
environment, extortion,
fraudulent online activities,
transportation risks,
corruption, cyber threat, etc.
They made the observations
at aroundtable on the recent
law and order situation in the
country organised by Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) at the trade

body's Motijheel office in the capital.
Addressing the event, DCCI President
Taskeen Ahmed called upon the
government to ensure a conducive
environment for operating businessin a
smooth, transparent and secure manner.
"There is a need for collective efforts of all
stakeholders to improve the current
business environment," he said. He urged
all to come forward to cooperate with the
law enforcement agencies.

He said that every citizen had the right to
exercise their democratic freedoms, it was
equally important to uphold the rights of
the business owners to operate their
business without disruption.

Mentioning the difficult geo-economic
situation, he urged all concerned to
remain vigilant so that the day-to-day
activities of the people were not disrupted
along with conducting business.

He recommended more community
policing, fast track response centres to
tackle extortion and fraud, special mobile
team for night time patrolling on
highways to secure goods transport and
ensure coordination among all the law
enforcing agencies.

He also opined that administrative and
commercial decentralisation was also
necessary to reduce the ongoing pressure
on the capital Dhaka, which would further
consolidate the development of the
country's marginal areas.

"We are seriously concerned about the
recent law and order situation, because, it
is not even restored up to the expected
level yet. Though businessmen are paying
taxes and VAT, their businesses are being
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hampered due to unstable law and order
situation which is not acceptable," former
senior vice president of DCCI Abdus Salam
said.

He urged the law enforcing agencies to
respond swiftly against the criminals.
Former DCCl vice-president M Abu
Horairah recommended increasing
parking facilities in South Dhaka.

He demanded relocation of the office of
the traffic department of the south from
Shantinagar to Gulistan.

He also suggested relocating the battery-
run rickshaw from the city area.

He also demanded proper
implementation of a strategic transport
plan of Dhaka city immediately.

DCCI Director Enamul Haque Patwary
suggested regular coordination meetings
among the stakeholders and community
awareness programmes.

He also requested the law enforcers to
evacuate makeshift street shops from the
footpath and roads.

President of Bangladesh Edible Oil
Traders Association Golam Mowla said the
law and order situation had not improved
to the expected level after the political
transition in the country.

He said the cost of importing goods
through land ports was increasing
because of hiring trucks through brokers.
He also said that due to the uncontrolled
truck stand at Moulvibazar, a huge traffic
congestion is created on the Babubazar
Bridge, which is hampering business
activities.

He said that there is a need to increase
police patrol in Lalbagh, Kotwali and
Chawkbazar areas in the evening for the

safety of traders.

President of Bangladesh Sugar Traders
Association Haji Md Abul Hashem urged
the government to reduce the tax on
imported sugar as the price of sugar
increased due to higher tax.

He said that it also increased the capital
investment of the traders as well.

He said that although the government
had 14 sugar mills, at present a maximum
of them remained closed and they could
meet only 2.0 per cent of the total
demand.

There are only three sugar mills in the
private sector, very low in terms of
quantity, he added.

He opined that the government should
run at least two sugar mills throughout
the year under a pilot project in order to
ensure better supply chain and market
competition.

He said supply chain and balanced
competition would help reduce sugar
price in the market.

President of Moulvibazar Traders
Association Syed Mohammad Bashir
Uddin suggested allowing open import of
sugar and oil by the private sector
importers.

He said it would help increase competition
in the market and stop illegal hoarding
and reduce the price of these items.
Senior vice-president of Bangladesh
Pulses Traders Association Nesar Uddin
Khan said the businessmen were deeply
concerned about the juvenile gang. He
sought intervention of the police
administration to prevent it.
Vice-president of Bangladesh Monihari
Merchants Association Hazi Foyezuddin

said trucks carrying goods were not able
to go to Chawkbazar and other places as
the entry roads to old Dhaka were closed
for various reasons.
He said although old Dhaka is a hub of
business and commerce, the absence of
any traffic police in Chawkbazar and
Moulvibazar areas is making traffic
congestions unbearable, which needs
immediate action.
He said the small entrepreneurs are
sometimes not getting adequate loans
fulfilling various conditions of banks
whereas tariffs on import of goods have
gone high.
President of Mohammadpur Townhall
Kachabazar Traders' Association Lutfur
Rahman Babu said the law and order
situation in Mohammadpur was
deteriorating and the law enforcement
agencies were not taking effective steps
in this regard.
He also called for continuing the eviction
of encroachments from the footpathsin
front of the Townhall market.
Motijheel Police Station Inspector
(Investigation) Md Mahaimenul Islam said
the law and order situation after 5th
August and now is not same, rather better.
He said that still it was not conducive for
business activities.
DCCl senior vice president RazeevH
Chowdhury, vice president Md. Salem
Sulaiman and convenor of the law and order
standing committee Waliul Islam Dollar and
joint secretary of Bangladesh Monihari Bonik
Somity (Bangladesh Monihari Merchants
Association) Md Abul Aurangozeb Khan were
also present in the meeting.
talhabinhabib@yahoo.com
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Extortion remains
rampant, threatens
business confidence

Business leaders say
STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Extortion continues to be a widespread problem for
businesses across the country although eight months
have passed since the fall of the previous authoritarian
regime, business leaders said vesterday.

“Extortion has become an abscess for businesses. Fven
now, businesspeople cannot operate without fear,” said
Taskeen Ahmed, president of the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI).

He made the remarks while delivering the opening
speech at a discussion titled “Importance of Maintaining
Improved Law and Order for Fasing Trade and Commerce”,
held at the DCCI auditorium in Motijheel vesterday.

Ahmed urged the government to ensure a truly
investment-friendly environment where enterprises can
operate smoothly, transparently, and securely, and called
for coordinated policy actions that address law and order
challenges directly.

“In this situation, a clear and reasonable expectation
from the business community is that they will be allowed
to conduct business without fear,” he said.

“At this moment, our top priority must be to adopt a
coordinated policy framework and take decisive action,
especially focusing on business-related law-and-order
issues.”

He stressed the importance of building mutual trust
and cooperation among the business community, law
enforcement agencies, and city administrations.

“Extorton has become an abscess for
businesses. Even now, businesspeople
cannot operate without fear,” said
DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed

“Without a secure and predictable environment,
investor confidence cannot be ensured,” he added.

Despite the change in regime, Ahmed noted, the law
and-order situation has vet to improve to the expected
level. “Businesses are still worried. Extortion remains a
serious threat to day-to-day operations.”

Highlighting further obstacles, the DCCI president
pointed to challenges such as online fraud, threats to the
transportation of goods, counterfeiting, and cybercrime,
all of which are undermining investor confidence.

He also drew attention to a disparity in law enforcement
response times. “While the authorities act quickly in the
garment sector, small and medium-sized enterprises
employing 50 to 100 people are often ignored,” he
observed.

Recalling expectations following last vear’s regime
change, Taskeen said many had hoped for improved
governanceandstronger law enforcement. “Unfortunately,
the opposite has happened. In a country like Bangladesh,
ensuring law and order is fundamental for any Kind of
socioeconomic progress.”

He reiterated that
Bangladesh is at a crucial
juncture as it moves
towards industrialisation,
digital transformation,
export diversification, and
domestic market expansion.

“To sustain this
momentum, a  secure,
stable, and efficient law
enforcement environment
is absolutely essential.”

Abdus Salam, former
DCCI vice-president, said the
hopes for regime transition
improvements have not
materialised. “Instead,
conditions are worsening.”

Another former DCCI
vice-president, M  Abu
Huraira, warned that
the continued decline in
law enforcement could
render business operations
unsustainable.

He also  proposed
moving electric battery-
powered rickshaws outside
the city and demanded
urgent implementation of
a strategic transport plan
for Dhaka.

Md Golam  Mawla,
president of the Edible
Oil Traders’ Association,
criticised  the  broker
dominated truck rental
system at land ports, which
inflates transport costs by
Tk 8,000-10,000 per trip.

Abul Hashem, president
of the Sugar Traders
Association, said fear of
robbery now keeps traders
indoors at night, citing
instances of sugar trucks
being hijacked.

Lutfur Rahman
Babu, president of the
Mohammadpur Town Hall
Kitchen Market Traders'
Association, said criminal
activities and extortion in
Mohammadpur continue
unchecked.  “Businesses

want a way out of this
chaos,” he said.

He alleged that the
law-and-order Situation

in  Mohammadpur is
deteriorating, and no
effective measures from the
law enforcement agencies
are visible.,

Mohammad
Islam, president of the
Dhamrai Brick Kiln
Owners’ Association,
echoed similar concerns,
adding that extortion has
become unbearable.

A representative  of
the Stationervy Traders’
Association in Chawkbazar
raised concerns about
accessibility  issues in
Moulvibazar due to illegal
parking and blocked roads.

Inspector (Investigation)
of Motijheel Police Station,
Md Mahavmenul Islam,
said that the law-and-order
situation has improved
since August 5, but further
improvement 1S still
needed.

He agreed that a fully
conducive law-and
order environment for
commercial activities has
vet to be ensured.

He mentioned that
relevant  agencies  are
trying to establish a
friendly atmosphere and

Nazrul

that the police cannot
succeed without public
cooperation.

He also stated that the
police have always taken a
tough stance against vouth
gangs and will continue to
do so in the future.

Several traders alleged
that a few companies have
monopolised the edible oil
and sugar markets, which
worsened after S Alam
Group halted operations.
They demanded liberalised
imports to stabilise prices.
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Business leaders call for security

DCCI president Taskin Ahmed speaking at a meeting held at in the city on Wednesday

Business Correspondent

Chamber leaders, traders,
law enforcers and busi-
nessmen at a meeting on
Wednesday  exchanged
views on the law and order
in the city calling for
improving the business
environment to protect
businessmen and their
families.

The meeting at Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) voiced
at the deteriorating busi-
ness environment and law
and order saying business
want improving the overall
situation to operate busi-
ness without fear.

DCCI president Taskin
Ahmed said, businessmen
are very concerned; they
want safety and security of
businesses and their family
members.

He made the remark at
an exchange of views titled
"The necessity of main-
taining improved law and
order situation to facilitate
trade and business” organ-
ized by Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) on Wednesday.

He said every citizen has
the right to exercise demo-
cratic freedoms, as it is
equally important for busi-
ness owners to run busi-
ness without extortion or
disruption.

Therefore, considering
the difficult geo-political
situation, he urged all con-
cerned to remain vigilant
so that the day-to-day busi-
ness not disrupted.

DCCI's former senior
vice president Alhaj Abdus
Salam said, we are serious-
ly concerned about the
recent law and order situa-
tion because, it is not even
restored up to the expected
level yet.

Businessmen are paying
taxes and VAT, but their
businesses are facing
destabilization in unstable
law and order situation;
this is not acceptable, he
said.

Former DCCI vice-presi-
dent M Abu Horairah rec-
ommended increasing
parking facilities in Dhaka
South city and relocating
office of the traffic depart-
ment from Shantinagar to
Gulistan.

DCCI Director Enamul
Haque Patwary suggested
holding regular coordina-
tion meetings of stakehold-
ers and run community
awareness raising pro-
grammes. The law
enforcers call for evacuat-
ing makeshift street shops
from roads and footpath.

Haji Md. Abul Hashem,
president of Bangladesh
Sugar Traders Association,
urged the government to
reduce tax on imported
sugar as the price of sugar
has increased due to
increased tax and capital
investment need.

President of Moulvibazar
Traders Association Haji
Syed Mohammad Bashir
Uddin suggested making
import open for sugar and
edible oil by private sector
importers.

Nesar Uddin Khan, sen-
ior vice-president of
Bangladesh Pulses Traders
Association, said business-
men are deeply concerned
about the juvenile gang,
seeking strict police inter-
vention to prevent it.

Hazi Foyezuddin, vice-
president of Bangladesh

Manihari Merchants
Association, said trucks
carrying goods are not
accessible to go to
Chawkbazar and other
places as entry to old city
are closed due to narrow
roads.

President of
Mohammadpur Townhall
Kachabazar Traders'
Association Lutfur Rahman
Babu said law and order
situation at
Mohammadpur area is
deteriorating when the law
enforcement agencies are
not taking effective steps in
this regard.

Motijheel Police station
Inspector (Investigation)
Md. Mahaimenul Islam
said the law and order situ-
ation after August 5 did not
improve, it is still not con-
ducive for business.

President of Bangladesh
Edible Oil Traders
Association. DCCI senior
vice president Razeev H
Chowdhury, vice president
Md. Salem Sulaiman and
convenor of law and order
standing committee Waliul
Islam Dollar were also
present in the meeting.



Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka

DHAKA Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry presi-
dent Taskeen Ahmed on
Wednesday urged the gov-
ernment fo ensure an envi-
ronment conducive to oper-
ating business in a smooth,

transparent and secured
INanner,
Mentioning that there is a

need for taking collective ef-
forts by all the stakeholders
to improve the current busi-
ness envircnment, he also
urged all to come forward to
cooperate with the law en-
forcemeant agencies.

The DCCI president was
taking part in a roundtable
discussion on Tecent law
and order sitnation at the
DCCI in the capital.
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DCCT urges govt to
ensure business-friendly
environment

The DCCI president stat-
ed that while every citizen
had the right to exercise
their democratic freedoms,
but it was also scually im-
portant to uphold the nghts
of the business owners to
conduct their business with-
out disruption.

Therefore, considering
the diffieult geo-sconomic
situation, he wrged all con-
cermed to remain vigl so
that the day-to-day activities
of the people were not dis-
rupted along with conduct-
ing business operations.

For an improved law and
order situation, he recom-
mended mers  commmity
policing, fast-track respomnse
cenfres to tackle extortion and
frand. special mobile teams
for night time patrolling on
the highways to secure goods

tramsportabion and coordina-
tion among all the law en-
forcement agencies.

Taskeen also opined that
administrative and com-
mercial decentralisation was
also necessary to reduce the
ongoing pressure on the cap-
ital, which will further con-
solidate the development of
the country’s marginal areas.

Former DCC] sendor vice-
president Abdus  Salam
urged the law enforcement
agencies to respond finmly
against the criminals.

Former DCCI vice-pres-
ident M Abu Horaireh rec-
ommended increasing park-
ing facilities in the Dhaka
South areas as well as relo-
cating the office of the traf-
fic department of the South
from Shantinagar to city's
Gulistan.
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Every citizen has
the right to
exercise
democratic
freedoms, but it is
also equally
important to
uphold the rights
of the business
owners to conduct
their business
without disruption

—

Taskeen Ahmed
DCCI President

Business Report

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) President
Taskeen Ahmed on Wednesday

THURSDAY, 22 MAY 2025

Ensure favourable atmosphere
for businesses: DCCI President

called on the government to cre-
ate a more business-friendly en-
vironment that ensures smooth,
transparent, and secure opera-
tions.

Speaking at a roundtable dis-
cussion on the current law and
order situation organised by the
DCCI, held at its headquarters in
the capital, he emphasized the
need for collaborative efforts
among all stakeholders to en-
hance the business climate. He al-
so encouraged everyone to ex-
tend their cooperation to law en-
forcement agencies.

While acknowledging every
citizen's right to democratic ex-
pression, the DCCI President
stressed the importance of safe-
guarding the rights of business
owners to carry out their opera-
tions without interruptions. Giv-
en the prevailing geo-economic
challenges, he urged all con-
cerned to stay alert so that daily
public life and business activities
continue unhindered.

"Every citizen has the right to
exercise democratic freedoms,
but it is also equally important to
uphold the rights of the business
owners to conduct their business
without disruption,” DCCI Presi-
dent said.

To strengthen law and order,
Taskeen Ahmed proposed sever-
al initiatives, including expanded
community policing, fast-track
response centers to address ex-
tortion and fraud, dedicated

night patrol teams on highways
to ensure safe transportation of
goods, and better coordination
among law enforcement agen-
cies.

He further highlighted the ne-
cessity of administrative and
commercial decentralization to
case the burden on Dhaka and
promote balanced development
in peripheral areas of the country.

Former DCCI Senior Vice-
President Alhaj Abdus Salam
urged law enforcement agencies
to act decisively against criminal
elements.

Former DCCI Vice-President M
Abu Horairah recommended en-
hancing parking facilities in Dhaka
South and relocating the traffic de-
partment office from Shantinagar
to Gulistan. He also advocated for
the removal of battery-run rick-
shaws from key city areas and
called for immediate enforcement
of Dhaka's strategic transport plan.

DCCI Director Enamul Haque
Patwary emphasized the need for
regular coordination meetings
among stakeholders and in-
creased community awareness
campaigns. He also requested the
removal of makeshift street
shops from footpaths and roads
to improve public movement
and safety.

Golam Mowla, President of the
Bangladesh Edible Oil Traders
Association, called for increased
evening police patrols in Lal-
bagh, Kotwali, and Chawkbazar

Independent Daily

on

to enhance trader safety.

Haji Md. Abul Hashem, Presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Sugar
Traders Association, urged the
government to reduce import
taxes on sugar, citing rising costs
and increased capital investment
burdens for traders. He suggest-
ed launching a pilot project to op-
erate at least two sugar mills
year-round to stabilize supply
chains and foster market compe-
tition.

Haji Syed Mohammad Bashir
Uddin, President of the Moul-
vibazar Traders Association, pro-
posed allowing private sector im-
porters to import sugar and oil,
arguing this would enhance mar-
ket competition, prevent hoard-
ing, and bring down prices.

Other participants included Ne-
sar Uddin Khan, Senior Vice-Presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Pulses
Traders Association; Hazi
Foyezuddin, Vice-President of the
Bangladesh Manihari Merchants
Association; and the President of
Mohammadpur Townhall Kach-
abazar Traders' Association.

Md. Mahaimenul Islam, In-
spector (Investigation) of Moti-

jheel Police Station, also took part

in the discussion.

DCCI Senior Vice-President
Razeev H Chowdhury, Vice-
President Md. Salem Sulaiman,
and Waliul Islam Dollar, Con-
venor of the DCCI Law and Or-
der Standing Committee, were
also present at the event.
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