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Experts push for energy efficiency to
ensure long-term energy security

FE REPORT

Experts from both public and
private sectors have
underscored the importance
of energy efficiency and
conservation to ensure
Bangladesh's long-term
energy security and drive its
sustainable economic
development.

They made the observations
ata focus group discussion
titled 'Energy Efficiency in
the Industrial Sector of
Bangladesh', held at the
Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (DCCI)
Auditorium on Monday.

The event was jointly
organised by the DCCl and
the South Asia Network on
Economic Modeling
(SANEM).

In his welcome address, DCCI
President Taskeen Ahmed
stressed the urgent need to
promote behavioral change
among energy users,
particularly in the industrial
sector.

He said the country's private
sector is under considerable
pressure due to lack of
uninterrupted quality energy
and power supplies in the
industry.

As aresult, the country's
industrial production is being
hampered badly, thereby
affecting its competitiveness
in the international export
market, he said.

Dr. Selim Raihan, Executive
Director of SANEM, said
although an Energy
Efficiency and Conservation

SMEs hit hard as energy crisis disrupts
industrial output, say stakeholders
at DCCI-SANEM discussion meeting

Participants at the focus group discussion titled 'Energy Efficiency in the Industrial
Sector of Bangladesh' held at the DCCI auditorium on Monday.

Master Plan was framed in
2016 and an Integrated
Energy and Power Sector
Master Plan was developed in
2023 for the energy and
power sector, still there is no
specific government policy or
action plan focusing on
energy efficiency itself.
Therefore, the issue needs to
be considered with due
diligence, he added.

During the event, SANEM
delivered a presentation on

energy efficiency in the
industrial sector, which
highlighted the current state
of energy efficiency, the use
of necessary technologies,
standardised measurement
tools for assessing energy
efficiency, and how
interrupted energy supply is
undermining overall
efficiency.

Chairman of Bangladesh
Energy and Power Research
Council (BEPRC) Mohammad

Wahid Hossain said there
remains a gap in the
dissemination of energy-
related information.

As aresult, the private sector
of the country is sometimes
not aware of many
government services or
initiatives in this regard, he
added.

Former DCCl president and
vice-chairman of Newage
Group Asif Ibrahim said
production activities in

industries, especially the
SMEs, are being severely
affected due to shortage of
energy.
He said it will be possible to
increase energy efficiencyin
the industrial sector if the
existing higher rate of import
duty on machinery is reduced
and the capacity of
renewable energy is
increased.
Md. Rafiqul Alam, Additional
Secretary (operation), Energy
and Mineral Resources
Division, said the
government is now allowing
the private sector to import
LNG.
"Through the efficient use
we will be able to save 5-10
per cent power. But first of all
we need to embrace the
technology to be efficientin
this regard," he said.
He also underscored the need
for huge research and
development to this effect.
Md. Jahidul Islam, Joint
Secretary (training wing) of
the Power Division, General
Manager of Petrobangla Md
Imam Uddin Sheikh, Engr.
Mohammad Ahsanul Amin,
General Manager of BAPEX,
Shamim Ahmed, President of
the Bangladesh Plastic Goods
Manufacturers and Exporters
Association Mansoor Ahmed,
Senior Vice President of
BKMEA, DCCI Convenor Engr.
NurulAktar, DCCI Vice
President Md. Salem
Sulaiman and members of
the Board of Directors were
also present at the event.
saif.febd@gmail.com
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Unreliable energy drags

down private sector: DCCI

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Bangladesh’s private sector is lagging
behind in production due to the lack of
uninterrupted quality energy and power
supply, which is hampering the country’s
competitiveness in the international export
market, Dhaka Chamber President Taskeen
Ahmed said yesterday.

Regular implementation of energy
audits in industrial units is now a must, and
academia should be involved in sector-wise
industry research and necessary ‘industry
mapping’, he added.

Considering the current geopolitical
situation, Bangladesh’s private sector is
under considerable pressure, he said.

Ahmed made the remarks at a discussion
jointly organised by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) and the
South Asia Network on Economic Modeling
(Sanem) on “Energy efliciency in the
industrial sector of Bangladesh,” held at the
Dhaka Chamber auditorium in the capital.

There is still no specific government action
plan focused on energy efliciency, even
though an Energy Efliciency and Conservation
Master Plan was formulated in 2016 and an
Integrated Energy and Power Sector Master
Plan was developed in 2023, said Selim
Raihan, executive director of Sanem.

Therefore, the issue needs to be
considered with due diligence, he added.

He noted that definitional and conceptual
differences regarding energy efliciency
exist across various sectors of the country.
Moreover, Raihan pointed out significant
barriers in the extraction and supply of the
country’s energy resources.

It should be investigated whether the
planned initiatives on energy efliciency have
been implemented, what kinds of incentives
have been provided in the industrial sector,
and how effective they have been, he said.

He also emphasised the need to achieve
technological advancement in this sector.

At the event, Sanem delivered a
presentation on energy efficiency in the

industrial sector, highlighting the current
state of efliciency, the use of necessary
technologies, standardised measurement
tools, and how interrupted energy supply is
undermining overall performance.

Mohammad Wahid Hossain, chairman of
the Bangladesh Energy and Power Research
Council, said there is a communication
gap in energy-related information, leaving
the private sector often unaware of many
government services and initiatives.

The financial capacity of Bangladesh’s
private sector has increased significantly,
so it should step forward to finance energy-
related research activities, he said.

“Financing these activities will enable
them to use new technologies, increase
consumer awareness, and above all,
formulate a sustainable, business-friendly
energy plan,” he added.

Asif Ibrahim, former president of DCCI,
said industries, especially in the SME sector,
are severely affected in their production
activities due to energy shortages.
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Experts call for tech
upgrade, clear policy,
duty cuts to drive change
Energy experts and indusiry Jeaders

have called for urgent improvements
in energy efficency across Bangla-

desh’s industrial sector, warning that
without swift action, the country's
long-term energy security and export
compelitiveness may weaken further.

The call came at a focus group dis-
cussion held yesterday at the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
iry (DCCD), jointly organtsed with the
South Asian Metwork on Economic
Modeling (Sanem),

DO President  Taskeen Ahmisd
stressed the nead for behaviowral
change across industries 1o embed

energy elfficiency. He said many fac-
tories face production setbacks due to
unstable power supplies and global
geopolitical pressures, which are un-
dermining Bangladesh's position in
international markets.

He urged factories to conduct regu-
lar energy sudits and called for strong-
or thes between academia and industry
1o drive ressarch and mapping of sec-
toral needs.

Sanem Executive DNeector Selim
Ralhan sald that while the govem

ment introduced energy master plans
in 2006 and zozy, there is still no dedi-
cated policy on encgy elficlency.

He highlighted gaps in definitbons
and implementation, and called for a
review of indusirial incentives, greater
technological upgrades, and more
transparent policymaking.

Sanvem also presented findings show-
Iing that cutdated machinery, weak mon-
itoring tools, and frequent power inter-
mgtions continue to hinder productiving
and energy savings,

Mohammad Wahid Hossain, chair-
man of the Bangladesh Energy and
Power Research Council, said poor
dissemination of government in-
formation is preventing industries
from accessing available energy
support.

He urged the private sector to
fund research into sustainable,
technology-driven solutions, Sav-
ing one megawatt, he noted, could
cost less than producing two.

Former DCCI president and New
Age Group vice-chairman Asif Ibra-
him said small and medium enter-
prises are especially vulnerable to
energy shortages and complex fi-
nancing.

He called for cuts to import du-
ties on energy-efficient and renewa-
ble technology to expand industrial
capacity, noting that around 250
garment factories have already in-
stalled solar panels, showing early
success in alternative power use,

Md Rafiqul Alam, additional sec-
retary of the Energy Division, said
the government now allows private

companies to import LNG and is
aiming for 5—10% savings through
improved efficiency.

He also revealed that the gov-
ernment plans to drill 100 new gas
wells by 2030 to reduce reliance on
imported LNG. However, he admit-
ted that enforcement of energy laws
remains inadequate,

Md Jahidul Islam, joint secretary
of the Power Division, said 27% of
the country’s total energy goes to
industry, which is expected to rise
to 40% by 2050. He said the gov-
ernment will soon revise its energy
master plan and urged industries to
adopt more efficient machinery.

Petrobangla General Manager
Md Imam Uddin Sheikh reported
a daily gas shortfall of goo million
cubic feet. He encouraged factories
to relocate into industrial zones to
make supply and distribution more
manageable.

Shamim Ahmed, president of the
Bangladesh Plastic Goods Manufac-
turers and Exporters Association,
called for LNG import permissions
for the private sector, and for an

expanded offshore gas exploration
strategy. He also urged for a ded-
icated national energy efficiency
policy.

Mansoor Ahmed, senior vice
president of BKMEA, said unrelia-
ble gas and electricity are threat-
ening industrial output He said
energy efficiency is now a necessi-
ty, not an option, and pushed for in-
creased green financing and import
diversification.

Inamul Haq Khan, senior vice
president of BGMEA, said high en-
ergy costs are deterring new indus-
trial investment. In Gazipur, he said
factories face six to eight hours of
daily load-shedding, increasing op-
erating costs by up to Tks lakh and
severely disrupting exports.

He said 10% renewable energy
adoption could save up to 220 meg-
awatts, but lack of duty relief is hin-
dering solar equipment imports.

DCCI Convener Nurul Aktar
called for incentives on energy-effi-
cient imports and duty cuts for bat-
tery producers to strengthen energy
storage infrastructure.
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Efficiency, conservation must

y Suil

to ensure long-term energy
security: DCCI

Experts voice concern
about the private sector
losing competitiveness due
to lack of continuous flow

of quality energy

Daily Sun Report, Dhala

Bangladesh’s private sector is under growing
pressure due to the current geopolitical land-
scape and the persistent lack of uninterrupted,
quality energy and power supply to industries.

Stakeholders say these challenges are sti-
fling production, weakening competitiveness
in the global export market.

They also criticised the absence of a dedicated
national policy or action plan focused solely on
energy efficiency, despite existing master plans.

These concerns were voiced at a focus group
discussion titled “Energy Efficiency in the In-
dustrial Sector of Bangladesh”, organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) in collaboration with the South Asian
Network on Economic Modeling (SANEM) at
the DCCI Auditorium on Monday.

Dr Selim Raihan, execurive director of
SANEM, pointed out that although the Energy
Efficiency and Conservation Master Plan
(2016) and the Integrated Energy and Power
Sector Master Plan (2023) have been formulat-
ed, neither offers a standalone framework ded-
icated to energy efficiency.

“This issue must be approached with due
seriousness,” he said, adding that definitional
and conceptual inconsistencies across secrors
remain a major hurdle.

He also highlighted challenges in energy re-
source extraction and supply and called for
thorough assessments of whether planned effi-
ciency initiatives have been implemented,
what incentives have been provided, and how
effective they have been. He fuuther stressed

the need for technological advancement.

A presentation by SANEM at the event un-
derscored the state of energy efficiency in indus-
tries, highlighting gaps in technology use, stand-
ardised assessment tools, and the impact of
interrupted power supply on overall efficiency.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed empha-
sised the need for behavioral change and
regular energy audits across industrial units.
He also advocated for deeper academia-indus-
try collaboration, sector-specific research, and
comprehensive industry mapping.

Inamul Haq Khan, senior vice president of
BGMEA, noted that frequent load shedding in
the greater Gazipur industrial belt - ranging
from six to eight hours daily - is costing busi-
nesses Tk4-5 lakh per day and delaying exports.

“The high cost of energy remains a major
barrier to setting up new industries,” hesaid. Khan
added thar generating just 10% of power from re-
newables could save up to 220 megawatts, but the
lack of duty benefits on renewable energy equip-
ment imports is hindering expansion.

Mansoor Ahmed, senior vice president of
BKMEA, echoed similar concerns. “Industries
are not receiving adequate gas or reliable elec-
tricity. Energy efficiency is no longer optional
- it’s a necessity,” he said, calling for diversified
energy import sources and expanded green fi-
nancing to support industrial transition.

Mohammad Wahid Hossain, chairman of
the Bangladesh Energy and Power Research
Council (BEPRC), acknowledged a communi-
cation gap berween government agencies and

the private sector regarding energy initiarives.

“The financial capacity of our privare sector
has grown. It should now invest in energy R&D
to adopt new technologies, build awareness,
and help shape a sustainable energy policy,” he
said. He cited that saving one megawartt of
power could be equivalent to generating nearly
WO megawartts in return.

Md Rafiqul Alam, additional secretary (op-
eration) at the Energy and Mineral Resources
Division, said the government is now allowing
private LNG imports.

He noted that efficiency improvements
could save 5%-10% of power, but embracing
the right technology is key. He also said the
government plans to drill 100 new gas wells by
2030 to boost domestic production and reduce
dependence on LNG imports. “While laws and
regulations exist, compliance remains a major
issue,” he added. Md Jahidul Islam, joint secre-
tary (wraining wing) of the Power Division,
stated that 27% of the country’s total energy is
currently consumed by industry - a figure pro-
jected to rise to 40% by 2050.

Petrobangla General Manager Md Imam
Uddin Sheikh reported that daily gas demand
is 3,800 million cubic feet, while supply stands
at only 2,900 million cubic feer, leaving a
900-million-cubic-feet shortfall.

Echoing this, Mohammad Ahsanul Amin,
general manager of BAPEX, said, “It is undeni-
able that industries are not receiving sufficient
energy.” He announced that BAPEX plans 1o
drill 100 wells by 2030 to help bridge this gap.
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Business Correspondent

Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) and South Asia
Network on Economic
Modeling (SANEM) jointly
organized a focus group
discussion meeting on
"Energy Efficiency in the
Industrial  Sector  of
Bangladesh" held at Dhaka
Chamber Auditorium on
Monday.

Dhaka Chamber
President Taskeen Ahmed,
in his welcome speech,
said we have to bring about
a behavioral change
among us to bring energy
efficiency into effect across
the board. He said consid-
ering the contemporary
geo-political situation, the
country's private sector is
under considerable pres-
sure, as well as the lack of
uninterrupted quality
energy and power supply
in the industry, we are lag-
ging behind in the produc-
tion, which is hampering
our competitiveness in the
international export mar-
ket. He also stressed the
need for regular imple-
mentation of 'Energy
Audit' in industrial units.
He called for involving the
academia in sector-wise
research of industry and
necessary 'industry map-
ping'.

Dr. Selim Raihan,
Executive Director of
SANEM, said that although
an Energy Efficiency and
Conservation Master Plan
was formulated in 2016
and an Integrated Energy
and Power Sector Master
Plan was developed in
2023 for the energy and
power sector, there is still
no specific government
policy or action plan focus-
ing on energy efficiency

allyob

nd for people’s rights
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DCCI, SANEM HoLb Focus GrRoupr DISCUSSION
Stakeholders urges for energy efficiency,
conservation for future energy security

3

itself. Therefore, the issue
needs to be considered
with due diligence, he
added. He stated that there
are definitional and con-
ceptual differences regard-
ing energy efficiency
across various sectors of
the country. Moreover, Dr.
Raihan opined that there
are significant barriers in

the country's energy
resources extraction and
supply system.

During the event,

SANEM delivered a pres-
entation on energy effi-
ciency in the industrial
sector, which shed light on
the current state of energy
efficiency, the use of neces-
sary technologies, stan-
dardized measurement
tools for assessing energy
efficiency, and how inter-
rupted energy supply is
undermining overall effi-
ciency.

Chairman of Bangladesh
Energy and Power
Research Council (BEPRC)
Mohammad Wahid
Hossain ndc said there is a
gap in the dissemination
energy-related informa-
tion, due to which the pri-
vate sector of the country
is sometimes not aware of
many government services

| SANEM
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or initiatives in this regard.

He said the financial
capacity of our private sec-
tor has increased a lot, so
he urged the private sector
to come forward to finance
energy related research
activities, through which it
will be able to use new
technologies, increase
consumer awareness, and
above all, formulate a sus-
tainable business-friendly

energy plan.
Md. Rafiqul Alam,
Additional Secretary (oper-

ation), Energy and Mineral
Resources Division, said
that government is now
allowing the private sector
to import LNG. He said
through the use of efficien-
cy we will be able to save 5-
10% power. But first of all
we need to embrace the
technology to be efficient
in this regard, he said.

Md. Jahidul Islam, Joint
Secretary (training wing) of
the Power Division, said that
27% of our total produced
energy is consumed in the
industrial sector and it will
increase to 40% by 2050. He
said if we can implement
energy efficiency, we will be
able to provide this resource
to more people.

General Manager of
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Petrobangla Md. Imam
Uddin Sheikh said that our
demand for gas in the
country is 3,800 million
cubic feet per day,
although we can supply
only 2900 million cubic
feet of gas, there is a short-
age of 900 million cubic
feet of gas. He said that if
the private sector wants
quality uninterrupted gas
supply they should come
under industrial zone
because it is easy for ener-
gy distribution companies
to provide in a zone. But at
present industries are scat-
tered and unplanned in
different places which is a
bottleneck, he added.

Engr. Mohammad
Ahsanul Amin, General
Manager of  BAPEX,
Shamim Ahmed, President
of the Bangladesh Plastic
Goods Manufacturers and
Exporters Association,
Mansoor Ahmed, Senior
Vice President of BKMEA,
Inamul Haq Khan, Senior
Vice President of BGMEA,
DCCI Convenor Engr.
Nurul Aktar, DCCI Vice
President Md. Salem
Sulaiman and members of
the DCCI Board of
Directors were also present
during the event.
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