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Ensuring national develop-
ment, creating employment
opportunities and enhanc-
ing digital connectivity in
different regions of the
country are vital to decen-
tralising pressure away from
Dhaka, speakers said at a
programme on Saturday.
They underscored the need
for establishing satellite
towns with all required
facilities around Dhaka,
developing a multimodal
transport network, and
ensuring better coordina-
tion among the authorities
concerned.

The speakers deplored the
fact that Dhaka city has
been losing its liveability
due to multiple factors,
including climate change,
unplanned urbanisation,
river encroachment and
pollution, environmental
degradation, excessive use
of polythene and other non-
biodegradable elements,
and unbearable traffic con-
gestion,

They made the observations
at a focus group discussion
titled 'Decentralisation &
Environmental Welfare of
the Capital: Towards a
Sustainable Dhaka,' organ-
ised by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Iindustry
(DCCI) at its office in the
city's Motijheel area.
Adviser of the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Syeda
Rizwana Hasan attended the
event as the chief guest,
while RAJUK Chairman
Reazul Islam was present as
the special guest. DCCI
President Md Taskeen
Ahmed made the welcome
address, followed by a
keynote presentation by
architect Igbal Habib, an
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Decentralisation a must to ease
pressure on Dhaka: Experts

& ]

L+ g
Decentrallsation & Environmants! Walfare of
the Caphal: Towards A Sustainable Dhaks

Adviser of the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Syeda Rizwana Hasan speaks at a discussion titled
'Decentralisation & Environmental Welfare of the Capital: Towards a Sustainable Dhaka,' organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) at its office in the city's Motijheel area on Saturday. RAJUK Chairman Reazul
Islam was present as the special guest, while DCCI President Md Taskeen Ahmed made the welcome address. —PID

environmental activist.
Speaking on the occasion,
Syeda Rizwana Hasan said it
is essential to ensure live-
ability in adjacent cities
such as Savar, Narayanganj,
and Gazipur on a priority
basis to help ease pressure
on Dhaka. There are a lot of
housing projects in Dhaka
but still there are thousands
of homeless people, she
said, adding that victims of
river erosion and other cli-
mate change impact are
heading for the capital for
their survival. "We can't
provide the victims of river
erosion with khasland, as
other (influential) people
occupy them," she said.
She also called upon the
industrialists to be more
conscious about environ-
ment. "When we launch
drive against dyeing facto-
ries to curb pollution, please
cooperate with us," she said
drawing the attention of
DCCI office-bearers and
other similar trade bodies to
the issues. The government
is also working to make the

CETP of Savar tannery func-
tional, she added.

In his speech, RAJUK
Chairman Reazul Islam said
without ensuring sustain-
able development across the
country, it is impossible to
build a sustainable Dhaka.
"Unfortunately, we've
failed to achieve that goal as
there is still no real alterna-
tive to the capital as the pri-
mary source of employ-
ment," he said.

He stressed the need for an
integrated development
plan for Dhaka and proposed
that all types of develop-
ment activities should be
brought under the umbrella
of a single authority to
ensure accountability.
Presenting the keynote
paper, Iqbal Habib said
although 32 per cent of the
country's urban population
lives in Dhaka, the city suf-
fers from an alarming short-
age of greenery and increas-
ing heat stress, making life
increasingly difficult.

He pointed out that over-
centralisation has led to

growing problems such as
flooding, water-logging,
poor waste mismanage-
ment, urban pollution, and
public health crises. He laid
stress on balanced urbani-
sation and improvement of
rural livelihoods to decen-
tralise Dhaka. The architect
also suggested implement-
ing the proposed ring roads
surrounding Dhaka consid-
ering them major communi-
cation corridors.

DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed said that Dhaka
alone contributes 45 per
cent to the national GDP,
but according to a BUET
study conducted in 2022,
traffic congestion in Dhaka
alone causes a daily loss of
working hours equivalent to
Tk 1.40 billion.

In order to reduce Dhaka's
pressure and ensure decen-
tralisation, he stressed the
need for transforming the
adjacent areas of Dhaka into
secondary cities for admin-
istrative and commercial
purposes. He observed that
there is no alternative to

coordinated initiatives from
both public and private sec-
tors to make Dhaka a livable
and sustainable megacity.
Dr Shamsul Hoque, a pro~
fessor of civil engineering at
the BUET, said that instead
of improving the public
transport system, there has
been too much focus on
mega projects, leading to
rising costs without deliver-
ing tangible benefits. He
called for structural reforms
in the planning framework
for integrated national
development.
Dr. Adil Mohammed Khan,
President of Bangladesh
Institute of Planners (BIP),
Liakat Ali Bhuiyan, Senior
Vice President, Real Estate
and Housing Association of
Bangladesh (REHAB), former
Vice President of DCCI M.
Abu Horaira, Geographer and
Urban Planner of Dhaka
North City Corporation
(DNCC) Dilbahar Ahmed and
Chief Town Planner of RAJUK
Ashraful Islam spoke, among
others.
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Obstruction by bus owners stalls
transport reforms: Adviser Rizwana

ENVIRONMENT - DHAKA

TBS REPORT

Lack of decentralisation
driven Dhaka population
from 2 lakhs in 1974 to
20 million in 2023

As the government moves to remove
old buses from Dhaka streets, bus own-
ers are demanding reclassification and
threatening strikes if their demands
are not met, said Environment Adviser
Syeda Rizwana Hasan yesterday.

“The Road Transport Division
has decided that 25-year-old buses
must be removed. Transport own-
ers now want them reclassified as
30 years old, threatening strikes if
not accepted—similar to the reac-
tion when stone extraction was
halted in Sylhet,” she said while
addressing an event at the DCCI Au-
ditorium in the capital’s Motijheel.

The adviser attended the Focus
Group Discussion (FGD) titled
“Decentralisation and Environmental
Welfare of the Capital: Towards a
Sustainable Dhaka” as the chief
guest. An expert panel discussed
solutions to make Dhaka more livable
and environmentally sustainable.

Architect Igbal Habib highlight-
ed the city’s extreme density: “Dha-
ka occupies only 1% of the nation’s
land but houses 32% of urban resi-
dents and contributes 30% of GDP.
Lack of decentralisation has driven
the population from 2 lakhs in 1974
to 20 million in 2023.”

Explaining the need for com-
bined efforts, RAJUK Chairman
Engr. Md. Reazul Islam said, “De-
centralising Dhaka must be done in
an integrated manner so all stake-
holders can contribute effectively.”

Adil Mohammed Khan, Presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Institute of
Planners, emphasised regional de-
velopment:

“Effective decentralisation re-
quires providing employment
outside Dhaka. Why not develop
opportunities in Rangpur or Sha-
riatpur?”

Addressing governance chal-
lenges, Rizwana highlighted the
difficulty of implementing new
systems with existing person-
nel and institutions. “Building a
‘New Bangladesh’ with old struc-
tures is inherently challenging,”
she said, noting entrenched prac-
tices and vested interests.

She illustrated this with the re-
cent recovery of a khas land plot
in Chattogram valued at Tk 1,156
crore. Immediately after recla-
mation, influential businessmen
attempted to secure it for private
projects, showing how old net-
works and power dynamics com-
plicate reform and protection of
public assets.

Rizwana stressed that public
support is essential: “The govern-
ment will enforce laws, but change
requires collective action.” During
the event, speakers emphasised
the critical need for coordinated
planning, stronger environmental
regulation, and effective decen-
tralisation policies to secure a sus-
tainable future for Dhaka.
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Regional growth key to
easing Dhaka’s burden

Experts tell discussion

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Climate  change, unplanned
urbanisation, river encroachment,
pollution, excessive use of
polythene, and severe traffic
congestion are making life
increasingly difficult in Dhaka,
said speakers at a discussion
yesterday.
They also  stressed that
nationwide sustainable
development is essential to
decentralise the capital and ensure
its liveability.

The remarks were made
at a focus group discussion
titled “Decentralisation &

Environmental Welfare of the
Capital: Towards a Sustainable
Dhaka”, organised by Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) at its auditorium in the
capital.

Speakers emphasised that only
coordinated eflforts between the

KEY ISSUES

Over-centralisation of population
in Dhaka

Urban sprawl, housing shortages

River encroachment,

environmental degradation
O

Poor waste management,
sanitation

Shortage of greenery, public spaces

RECOMMENDATIONS

Develop surrounding towns as
functional satellite cities

O
Implement integrated urban

planning, decentralisation

Strengthen River Commission,
enforce river protection

Expand public transport, replace

“Dhaka contributes nearly 45
percent to the national GDP, yet
according to a 2022 Buet study,
traffic congestion alone causes
an economic loss of Tk 140 crore
worth of working hours daily.”

He urged transforming
surrounding areas into functional
secondary cities for administrative
and commercial activities.

Environment Adviser Syeda
Rizwana Hasan noted that
while population growth in
Dhaka is diflicult to control,
decentralisation must go hand
in hand with developing adjacent
towns such as Savar, Narayangan,j,
and Gazipur into liveable cities.

“Despite the large number
of housing projects in Dhaka,
thousands of people remain
homeless. Due to river erosion and
other effects of climate change,
many are forced to migrate to the
capital in search of survival,” she
said.

government, the private sector, She also stressed curbing

and citizens can reduce pressure old buses polvthene use, improving

on Dhaka. ; industrial compliance and

; — Launch large-scale afforestation - . PHARCE, ¢

In his welcome remarks, DCCI " ?o'ects d strengthening environmental
President Taskeen Ahmed said, 9 y proj

Bangladesh'’s urban for extending Dhaka’s

safety measures, such population lives in Dhaka, development initiatives

as ensuring functional
Central Effluent Treatment

Plants (CETPs) and
replacing old buses.
“Without concerted

efforts, we cannot improve
Dhaka’s air quality,” she
warned.

Md Reazul Islam,
chairman of Rajuk, said

building a sustainable
Dhaka is  impossible
without sustainable

national development.

He called for an
integrated  development
authority  to  oversee
all  urban development
projects under a
single  framework  for
accountability.
In his
presentation, architect
Igbal  Habib, founder
partner of Vitti Sthapati
Brindo Ltd, highlighted
that 32 percent of

keynote

but the city faces serious
challenges including lack
of greenery, heat stress,
flooding, and waste
mismanagement.

He recommended
empowering the River
Commission, ensuring
balanced urbanisation, and
completing proposed ring
roads around Dhaka as key
decentralisation measures.

He also noted that
over-centralisation has
contributed to problems
such as flooding,
waterlogging, poor waste
management, urban
pollution, and  public
health crises.

He further stressed the
need for improved rural
livelihoods to promote
Dhaka’s decentralisation.

Adil Mohammed Khan,
president of Bangladesh
Institute of Planners, called

beyond the metropolitan
area.

Md Shamsul Hoque,
professor of civil
engineering  at Buet,
criticised excessive focus
on mega projects rather
than  eflective  public
transport solutions.

Speakers also
emphasised the urgent

need for structural reforms,
planned satellite cities,
improved public transport,
and rural development to
reduce the influx of people
to the capital.

Md Ashraful Islam, chief
town planner of Rajuk;
Md Zahirul Islam, director
of the Department of
Environment (Dol); Liakat
Ali Bhuivan, senior vice
president of the Real Estate
and Housing Association
of Bangladesh (REHAB); M
Abu Horaira, former vice
president of DCCI; Dilbahar
Ahmed, geographer and
urban planner at DNCC;
and Kazi Golam Nasir,
former chief architect
of the Department of
Architecture at the
Ministry of Housing and
Public Affairs, also spoke at
the event.
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Dhaka is becoming increasingly un-
livable due to climate change, un-
planned urbanisation, river en-
croachment, pollution, excessive use
of polythene, and unbearable traffic
congestion, speakers said at a discus-
sion on Saturday.

They stressed the need for na-
tionwide sustainable development
and effective decentralisation to ease
the capital’s mounting pressure, said
a press release.

The observations came at a focus
group discussion titled “Decentrali-
sation & Environmental Welfare of
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Call for nationwide sustainable
development to ease pressure on Dhaka

Focus Group Discussion

oh

Decentralisation & Environmental Welfare of
the Capital: Towards A Sustainable Dhaka

Organtzed by
Dhaka Chamber ~" "ommerce & Induslra

the Capital: Towards a Sustainable
Dhaka” organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) at its auditorium.

Environment, Forest and Climate
Change Adviser Sveda Rizwana
Hasan attended as chief guest, while
RAJUK Chairman Engr Md Reazul
Islam was present as special guest.

In his welcome remarks, DCCI
President Taskeen Ahmed said
Dhaka contributes 45% to the na-
tional GDP. However, citing a 2022
BUET study, he pointed out that
traffic congestion in the city alone
causes a daily loss of working hours
worth Tk140 crore.

He called for transforming adjacent
areas into secondary cities for adminis-
trative and commercial purposes, em-
phasising joint efforts from both the
public and private sectors to make
Dhaka a sustainable megacity.

Speaking at the event, Sveda
Rizwana Hasan said population
control in Dhaka is extremely diffi-
cult, but steps must be taken to stop
the rising influx.

She stressed prioritising the de-
velopment of nearby cities such as
Savar, Narayanganj, and Gazipur to
reduce pressure on the capital.

She also urged citizens to avoid
polythene, encouraged industries to
adopt greener practices, and high-
lighted government initiatives, in-
cluding making the CETP of Savar
tannery functional and phasing out
old buses for cleaner air.

RAJUK Chairman Engr Md Reazul
Islam said Dhaka cannot be sustainable
unless the rest of the country develops
equitably. He underscored the need for
an integrated development plan under
one authority to ensure accountability.

Presenting the keynote, architect Igbal Habib, vice
president of the Safety Awareness Foundation, noted
that although 32% of the urban population lives in
Dhaka, the city faces alarming shortages of greenery
and rising heat stress. He identified flooding, waste mis-
management, and public health crises as consequences of
over-centralisation and recommended strengthening the
River Commission and implementing proposed ring
roads as major communication corridors.

BIP President Dr Adil Mohammed Khan urged ex-
tending development beyond Dhaka to unlock the
economic potential of marginal areas.

Senior Vice President of REHAB Liakat Ali
Bhuiya blamed rtraffic congestion on the mix of
mechanised and non-mechanised vehicles and
called for establishing satellite cities.

M Abu Horaira, former DCCI vice president,
warned that unchecked migration is pushing Dhaka
towards destruction, making decentralisation inevi-
table. Prof Dr Md Shamsul Hoque of BUET c¢riticised
reliance on mega projects instead of improving public
transport and urged planning reforms.

Dilbahar Ahmed of DNCC said the city corporation
has reclaimed 125km of canals and is planting trees while
working on regional development plans,

Md Ashraful Islam, chief town planner of RAJUK,
called for immediate implementation of proposed ring
roads and satellite cities in Savar and Gazipur.

Kazi Golam Nasir, former chiefarchitect at the Min-
istry of Housing, emphasised integrated national-level
planning.

Md Zahirul Islam of the Department of Environ-
ment pointed to excessive polythene use as a key
cause of waterlogging, urging citizens to act respon-
sibly.

DCCI Senior Vice President Razeev H Chowd-
hury, board directors, and other stakeholders from
relevant sectors were also present at the discussion.
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Govt to launch special drive against industrial

pollution around Dhaka soon: Rizwana

Special Correspondent

The government will
launch a special drive
against industrial pollu-
tion, and initiatives will be
taken soon to address river
pollution around Dhaka.
Adviser to the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Syeda
Rizwana Hasan made these
remarks while speaking as
the Chief Guest at the
Focus Group Discussion
(FGD) titled
"Decentralisation and
Environmental Welfare of
the Capital: Towards a
Sustainable Dhaka" held at
the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry

(DCCI) Auditorium at
Motijheel.
Rizwana mentioned that

Savar has been declared a
'Degraded Airshed', the
anti-polythene campaign
has already begun, howev-
er, a comprehensive sys-
temic change is necessary
to protect Dhaka's environ-
ment.

"Itis not only individuals
who need to change; the
overall system of the coun-
try must also transform. We
must all be prepared for
change and move forward
towards it," she said.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of eco-friendly archi-
tectural design, she said
that rural ambiance is
inherently sustainable and
the lifestyle of an ideal
farmer reflects the essence
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Adviser to the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change Syeda Rizwana

Hasan speaking as the Chief Guest at the Focus Group Discussion

titled

"Decentralisation and Environmental Welfare of the Capital: Towards a Sustainable
Dhaka" held DCCI Auditorium at Motijheel on Saturday.

of sustainable develop-
ment. She stressed the
need of green open spaces,
saying government initia-
tives alone are insufficient
and active public participa-
tion is essential.

She further said,
Building and room designs
must be environment-
friendly. Rural life repre-
sents true sustainability,
and the lifestyle of an ideal
farmer is the best reflection
of sustainable develop-
ment. Grass must be plant-
ed in open spaces.
Government  initiatives
alone are not sufficient;
active public participation
is essential.

The Adviser noted that
the present government is
taking several initiatives for
sustainable development

while involving the people.
Calling for a renewed
vision for the country, she
added, The government
will provide direction, but
it is the people who must
step forward on the path of
change.

Engr. Md. Reazul Islam,
Chairman of RAJUK,
attended the event as
Special  Guest, while
Architect Igbal Habib,
Managing Director of Vitti
Sthapati Brindo Ltd., pre-
sented the keynote paper.
The FGD was presided over
and moderated by Taskeen
Ahmed, President of the

Dhaka  Chamber  of
Commerce & Industry
(DCCI).

Among others, the dis-
cussion was attended by
Md. Johirul Islam, Chief

PHOTO : PID

Executive Officer, Dhaka
South City Corporation
(DSCC); Md. Ziaul Haque,
Director, Department of

Environment (DoE),
Government of
Bangladesh; Kazi Golam
Nasir, Former  Chief

Architect, Department of
Architecture, Ministry of
Housing and Public Works;
Md. Ashraful Islam, Chief
Town Planner, RAJUK; Dr.
Md. Shamsul Hoque,
Professor, Department of
Civil Engineering, BUET;
Liakat Ali Bhuiyan, Senior
Vice President, REHAB;
Dilbahar Ahmed,
Geographer and Urban
Planner, Dhaka North City
Corporation (DNCC); Dr.
Adil Mohammad Khan,
President, Bangladesh
Institute of Planners (BIP).
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Rizwana: Govt advancing sustainable development
through public participation

Crackdown on industrial pollution will be launched, special measures will be taken to prevent pollution in
rivers surrounding Dhaka. she says
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Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan on Saturday attended a focus group discussion (FGD) as the chief guest held at the auditorium of the DCCI in
Motijheel, Dhaka. Photo: BSS

Environment, Forest and Climate Change Adviser Syeda Rizwana Hasan on Saturday said the
government is actively promoting sustainable development through various initiatives and citizen

engagement.

“While the government will provide direction, meaningiul change requires collective action from
everyone,” she said. urging people to rethink the nation’s future.

Rizwana, who also serves as the adviser to the Ministry of Water Resources, made the remarks as the

chief guest at a focus group discussion (FGD) titled “Decentralization and Environmental Welfare of
the Capital: Towards a Sustainable Dhaka™ at the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
auditorium in Motijheel, according to a press release.

Highlighting the importance of eco-friendly architectural design, she said rural ambiance is

inherently sustainable, and the lifestyle of an ideal farmer reflects the essence of sustainable
development. She also stressed the need for green open spaces, noting that government initiatives
alone are insufficient without active public participation.

Rizwana further called for a transformation of the country’s overall system, urging everyone to be
prepared to embrace change. She revealed that a crackdown on industrial pollution will be launched.
with special measures to prevent poliution in rivers around Dhaka. Mentioning that Savar has been
declared a “Degraded Airshed”, she added that an anti-polythene campaign has already begun.
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