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Japanese

envoy hopeful
of economic
Partnership
Agreement soon

ETA - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

An Economic Partnership Agreement
(EPA) between Japan and Bangla-
desh is expected to be signed soon,
Japanese Ambassador to Bangladesh
Saida Shinichi said yesterday.

During a meeting with Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce & Industry President
Taskeen Ahmed in Dhaka, the ambas-
sador said the 7th round of EPA talks
was recently held in Tokyo, where
both sides expressed optimism that the
agreement would be signed shortly.

“This partnership will open up a
new window of opportunities for the
economy of both countries.”

Shinichi also said Bangladesh holds
“enormous potential” in trade, busi-
ness, and investment but stressed the
need for diversification of the industrial
structure and greater efficiency in pub-
lic service to harness this potential.

With Bangladesh’s domestic mar-
ket steadily expanding and invest-
ment facilities improving, he noted
that Japanese entrepreneurs are likely
to boost investments in the country.

DCCI President Taskeen urged Japa-
nese investors to take advantage of the
facilities Bangladesh is offering, while
stressing the importance of Japanese
technical cooperation in automobiles,
machinery, agro-processing, ICT, and
skilled manpower development.
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Japanese envoy optimistic about signing
Economic Partnership Agreement soon

A bilateral meeting between Taskeen Ahmed, President of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (DCCI), and Saida Shinichi, Ambassador of Japan to
Bangladesh, was held on September 16, 2025 at DCCI Gulshan Center.

During the meeting, DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed said that Bangladesh has a
longstanding partnership with Japan and their contribution to Bangladesh’s
economic progress particularly in the infrastructure development, bilateral trade,
and investment is indisputable, according to a media release.

According to EPB data, bilateral trade between Bangladesh and Japan has reached
USD 3.12 billion in FY2023-24, with imports and exports amounting to USD 1.81
billion and USD 1.31 billion respectively.

Japan is the 12th largest export destination and 9th largest import source and 11th
largest source of FDI stock for Bangladesh.

DCCI President also mentioned that Japanese entrepreneurs have already
invested USD507.14 million in different sectors like fertilizer, construction, textiles,
power, gas, and petroleum, though Japan’s total global foreign investment is USD
184.02 billion.

He urged Japanese investors to enjoy various facilities Bangladesh is offering to
the foreign investors.

He further stressed on Japanese technical and technological cooperation in the
areas such as automobiles, machinery, electrical equipment, agro-processing,
agricultural logistics, jute and footwear, ICT, infrastructure development, logistics
management, and skilled manpower development.

In particular, he called upon Japan to support Bangladesh’s growing SME sector so
that it can utilize its full potential and expand export markets for its products.

Saida Shinichi, Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh stated that Bangladesh holds
enormous potential for business, trade, and investment.

However, to harness these potentials, diversification of the overall industrial
structure as well as efficiency and accountability in public service are also crucial.

He noted that Bangladesh’s domestic market is steadily expanding, and
considering the existing investment facilities, Japanese entrepreneurs are likely to
increase their investments here.

He further mentioned that there is an ample opportunity for Bangladesh’s skilled
IT professionals to collaborate with and contribute to Japan’s advanced
technology sector, fostering mutual benefits for both countries.

The Ambassador also informed that the 7th meeting of the Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) between the two countries was recently held in Tokyo and both
parties expressed that the agreement would be signed soon.

He said that this partnership will open up a new window of opportunities for the
economy of both countries.

DCCI Senior Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury and Vice President Md. Salem
Sulaiman were also present during the meeting.
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Japan eyes greater

investment

opportunities in
Bangladesh: Envoy
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Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

Bangladesh needs to diversify its overall
industrial structure while improving ef-
ficiency and accountability in public ser-
vices to harness its enormous potential
for business, trade, and investment.
Bangladesh’s domestic marker is
steadily expanding, and considering the
existing investment facilities, Japanese
entrepreneurs are likely to increase their
investments here, said Saida Shinichi,
ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh.
The ambassador made the remarks
during a bilateral meeting with Taskeen
Ahmed, president of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (DCCI), in the
capital on Tuesday, said a press release.
He further mentioned that there are
ample opportunities for Bangladesh’s
skilled IT professionals to collaborate
with and contribute to Japan’s advanced
technology sector, fostering mutual ben-
efirs for both countries.
The ambassador also informed that

Wt

the 7th meeting of the Economic Part-
nership Agreement (EPA) between the
two countries was recently held in
Tokyo, where both parties expressed
optimism that the agreement would be
signed soon.

He said the partnership would open
up a new window of opportunities for
the economies of both countries.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed said
that Bangladesh has a longstanding part-
nership with Japan, and its contribution
1o Bangladesh’s economic progress par-
ticularly in infrastructure development,
bilateral wrade, and investment is indis-
putable.

According to EPB data, bilareral
wrade between Bangladesh and Japan
has reached $3.12 billion in FY2023-24,
with imports and exports amounting to
$1.81 billion and $1.31 billion respec-
tively. Japan is the 12th largest export
destination and 9th largest import
source and 11th Jargest source of FDI
stock for Bangladesh.
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EPA agreement between Bangladesh and Japan to be
signed soon: Japanese Ambassador

Japanese Ambassador to Bangladesh Saida Shinichi has expected that an Economic
Partnership Agreement (EPA) will be signed soon to expand bilateral trade and investment

between Bangladesh and Japan.

The ambassador made the remarks during a bilateral meeting with the President of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI), Taskeen Ahmed, at the DCCI office in Gulshan on

Tuesday.

He said, "Seventh meeting between Bangladesh and Japan on the EPA was recently held in
Tokyo. The agreement would be signed soon after the necessary dialogue is completed, which

would bring new momentum to the economic relationship between the two countries.”

During the meeting, the DCCI President acknowledged Japan's undeniable contribution to

Bangladesh's infrastructural development and overall economic progress.

He stated that according to data from the Export Promotion Bureau (EPB), the bilateral trade
volume between Bangladesh and Japan stood at US$3.12 billion in fiscal year 2023-24. Of this,
imports were $1.81 billion, and exports were $1.31 billion. Currently, Japan is the 12th largest export
market for Bangladeshi products.

Taskeen noted that Japanese investment in various sectors, including construction, textiles,

fertilizers, power, gas, and petroleumn, has already reached $507 million.

However, with Japan's total foreign investment amounting to $184 billion, there is significant

room for Bangladesh to attract more investment, said DCCI President.

He emphasized the importance of Japanese technology and technical assistance in sectors
such as automobiles, machinery, agro-processing, information technology, infrastructure,

logistics, and human resource development.

He also sought cooperation to expand export markets by enhancing the capacity of the SME

sector.

Ambassador Saida Shinichi stated that Bangladesh has immense potential for business and

investment.
However, to harness this potential, it is crucial to diversify the industrial sector and ensure

efficiency and accountability in government services. Bangladesh's domestic market is

expanding, which makes it attractive to Japanese investors, he added.

The ambassador also said that there are employment opportunities in Japan for Bangladesh's

skilled workforce in the IT sector.

DCCI Senior Vice President Rajib H. Chowdhury, Vice President Md. Salim Solaiman, and officials

from the Japanese Embassy were also present at the meeting.
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Japanese envoy optimistic about signing

Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) soon
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A bilateral meeting between DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed and Japan
Ambassador to Bangladesh Saida Shinichi was held today at DCCI Center in
Dhaka. Photo: DCCI

DHAKA, Sept 16, 2025 (BSS) - A bilateral meeting between Taskeen Ahmed,
President of Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI), and Saida
Shinichi, Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh, was held today at DCCI Gulshan
Center in the capital.

During the meeting, Saida Shinichi, Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh stated
that Bangladesh holds enormous potential for business, trade, and investment.

However, to harness these potentials, diversification of the overall industrial
structure as well as efficiency and accountability in public service are also crucial,
he added.

The Ambassador noted that Bangladesh's domestic market is steadily expanding,
and considering the existing investment facilities, Japanese entrepreneurs are
likely to increase their investments here, said a DCCI press release.

He further mentioned that there is an ample opportunity for Bangladesh's skilled
IT professionals to collaborate with and contribute to Japan's advanced
technology sector, fostering mutual benefits for both countries.

The Ambassador also informed that the 7th meeting of the Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) between the two countries was recently held in Tokyo and both
parties expressed that the agreement would be signed soon.

He said that this parinership will open up a new window of opportunities for the
economy of both countries.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed said that Bangladesh has a longstanding
parinership with Japan and their contribution to Bangladesh's economic progress
particularly in the infrastructure development, bilateral trade, and investment is
indisputable.

According to EPB data, bilateral trade between Bangladesh and Japan has
reached $3.12 billion in FY2023-24, with imports and exports amounting to $1.81
billion and $ 1.31 billion respectively. Japan is the 12th largest export destination
and 9th largest import source and 11th largest source of FDI stock for
Bangladesh.

DCCI President also mentioned that Japanese entrepreneurs have already
invested $507.14 million in different sectors like fertilizer, construction, textiles,
power, gas, and petroleum, though Japan's total global foreign investment is $
184.02 billion.

He urged Japanese investors to enjoy various facilities Bangladesh is offering to
the foreign investors.

Taskeen further stressed on Japanese technical and technological cooperation in
the areas such as automobiles, machinery, electrical equipment, agro-processing,
agricultural logistics, jute and footwear, ICT, infrastructure development, logistics
management, and skilled manpower development.

In particular, he called upon Japan to support Bangladesh's growing SME sector
so that it can utilize its full potential and expand export markets for its products.

DCCI Senior Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury and Vice President Md. Salem
Sulaiman were also present at the meeting.
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Bangladesh-Japan bilateral meeting
highlights investment, trade, and
technological cooperation

Taskeen Ahmed, President of DCCI, met with Saida Shinichi, Ambassador of Japan to Bangladesh, today at
the DCCI Gulshan Center in Dhaka.

The bilateral meeting highlighted a strong economic partnership between Bangladesh and Japan.

Ambassador Saida Shinichi praised Bangladesh'’s growing potential in business, trade, and investment, and
emphasized that to fully harness these opportunities, Bangladesh must focus on diversifying its industrial

structure and enhancing efficiency and accountability in public service.

He noted that Bangladesh's domestic market is steadily expanding, and with favorable investment facilities

already in place, Japanese entrepreneurs are likely to increase their footprint in the country.

The Ambassador also highlighted the promising scope for collaboration between Bangladesh’s skilled IT

professionals and Japan's advanced technology sector, which could yield mutual benefits.

Taskeen said that Japanese entrepreneurs have already invested $507.14 million in sectors such as fertilizer,
construction, textiles, power, gas, and petroleum—though Japan’s total global foreign investment stands at
$184.02 billion. He encouraged Japanese investors to take advantage of the various incentives Bangladesh

offers to foreign investors.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Shinichi shared that the 7th meeting of the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA)
between Bangladesh and Japan was recently held in Tokyo. Both parties expressed optimism that the

agreement would be signed soon, potentially unlocking a new era of economic cooperation.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed reaffirmed the longstanding partnership between Bangladesh and Japan,

acknowledging Japan’s vital role in infrastructure development, bilateral trade, and investment.

He cited Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) data showing that bilateral trade reached $3.12 billion in FY2023-24,
with imports totaling $1.81 billion and exports $1.31 billion. Japan currently ranks as Bangladesh's 12th
largest export destination, 9th largest import source, and 11th largest source of foreign direct investment
(FDI) stock.

The DCCI President urged Japan to expand its technical and technological cooperation in key sectors
including automobiles, machinery, electrical equipment, agro-processing, agricultural logistics, jute and

footwear, ICT, infrastructure development, logistics management, and skilled manpower development.
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Bangladesh, Japan to finalise Economic Partnership
Agreement

Bangladesh and Japan are on the verge of finalising an Economic Partnership
Agreement (EPA) that promises to significantly enhance bilateral trade and investment,

according to Japan's Ambassador to Bangladesh, Saida Shinichi.

The announcement came during a bilateral meeting with Taskeen Ahmed, president of
the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI), held at the DCCI Gulshan Centre
on Tuesday.

The discussion emphasized the robust economic relationship between the two
countries. DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed highlighted Japan’s pivotal role in

Bangladesh’s infrastructure development and economic progress.

According to Export Promotion Bureau (EPB) data, bilateral trade between Bangladesh
and Japan reached $3.12 billion in FY2023-24, with exports totaling $1.31 billion and
imports at $1.81 billion. Japan ranks as Bangladesh's 12th largest export market, 9th

largest import source, and 11th largest foreign direct investor.

Taskeen Ahmed also pointed out that Japanese businesses have invested $507.14

million in sectors such as fertilizers, construction, textiles, power, and petroleum. He

urged Japanese investors to capitalise on Bangladesh's investment-friendly
environment and highlighted key growth sectors such as ICT, infrastructure, and the
rapidly growing small and medium-sized enterprises (SME) sector. “Japan’s
technological expertise can be a game-changer for Bangladesh's industrial growth,” he

emphasised.

Ambassador Shinichi concurred, underscoring Bangladesh's expanding domestic
market and the increasing interest from Japanese investors. However, he stressed the
importance of diversifying the industrial base and enhancing public service efficiency
to fully tap into the country’s potential. He also noted the opportunities for
Bangladesh's skilled IT professionals to collaborate with Japan’s advanced technology

sector, benefiting both nations.

The Ambassador further shared that the 7th round of negotiations for the EPA had
recently concluded in Tokyo, with both sides eager to sign the agreement soon. He

expressed optimism that this partnership would open new doors for economic
cooperation between the two countries.

The meeting also saw the participation of DCCI Senior Vice President Razeev H

Chowdhury and Vice President Md Salem Sulaiman.



