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Equipment of RNPP among huge import cargos charred in HSIA cargo-villa

© Delayed fire-service
response blamed for
worsening fire severity

© Most goods stored
were chemicals,
fuelling fire spread

© Thousands of CNF
workers' livelihoods
could be at risk for now

© Extra flight fees to be
waived for three days:
Adviser

© Assessment underway
to determine damage
in terms of both
economic value and
physical weight, says
Bashir

The

FE

Financial Express

MONDAY, 20 OCTOBER 2025

Storing valuable imports sans fire

detection-protection system alleged

ge fi

re, initial findings reveal

level stocktaking continues.

Lieutenant Col Mohammad Tajul Islam
Chowdhury, director (operations and
maintenance) of Fire Service and Civil Defence,
said if there had been an "active or passive
detection and protection system" at the cargo
village of Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport,
such a major accident would not have occurred.
"We found no such system there. It is essential
to install these systems in the future," he said.
A fire-detection and-protection systemis a
network of devices that detects a fire, alerts
occupants, and suppresses the fire to limit
damage and ensure safety.

He made these remarks during the closing
briefing of the Fire Service's operations in front of

i - % GateNo.8of the airport at 5:00 pm on Sunday.

Members of the Bangladesh Army along with firefighters were engaged even on Sunday
morning in extinguishing the fire which broke out at the cargo section of Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport in Dhaka on Saturday. — FE Photo

FE REPORT

Storing huge imports that include combustible
chemicals in Dhaka airport's cargo section sans
effective fire-detection-and protection
systems is what caused Saturday's devastating
blaze, according to a fireman.

Several counts of equipment of Rooppur
Nuclear Power Plant were among the import
cargos-worth millions dollars-got charred in
the Hazrat Shahjalal

International Airport (HSIA)

Cargo Village fire, initial findings

reveal, as official and business-

Mr Chowdhury said the fire was fully
extinguished by 4:55pm on the day. A total of

' 37 units from 13 fire stations, the army, navy,

air force and BGB personnel worked to bring
the fire under control.

The Fire Service received the information at
2:14pm Saturday and immediately reached the
spot to begin operations, he stated.

Mr Chowdhury said the fire had originated in
the customs-house section of the cargo village.
The building was divided into several small

compartments and contained a large amount of
combustible and hazardous materials inside.

"As a result, the occupancy load was very high and
it took time to extinguish the fire," he noted.
And the building was made of a steel structure-a cause
of the tamed fire simmer and spewing fumes so long.
"These metal parts absorb heat from the fire and
are still releasing it slowly. That's why smoke is still
visible from outside, but there is no flame or risk of
reignition. Four units of the Fire Service will remain
on alert as long as smoke is visible," he said.
Referring to eyewitness comments that the Fire
Service had delayed in responding, Tajul Islam
Chowdhury said, "We reached the spot on time.
There was no obstacle or delay from anywhere, The
airport's own fire team and our Fire Service worked
separately, and nothing irregular took place under
our supervision,"

Meanwhile, Commerce and Civil Aviation Adviser of
the interim government Sk Bashir Uddin said they
were assessing the extent of damage, in terms of
both economic value and physical weight, in the fire
that gutted the HSIA cargo village mainly stuffed
with imports.

During a media briefing on the Import Cargo Village
premises, he said, "' The goods stored in the import-
cargo area were destroyed in the fire. Efforts are
underway to assess the extent of the damage in terms of
both economic value and physical weight. Additionally,
sector-wise losses are also being calculated."

The Adviser further said the government issued
notification to ease the sufferings of the air
passengers, and all types of tariffs were waived for
all the non-scheduled additional flights arriving
and departing over the next three days.

Bashir Uddin confirmed that 21 flights were
diverted or cancelled during the disruption and
food, accommodation, and other services were

arranged for stranded passengers, though some
backlogs may remain.

Meanwhile, Inamul Haq Khan, senior vice-
president of Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers
and Exporters Association (BGMEA), in a separate
briefing, told the reporters that they were also
assessing the extent of damage. They have issued
letters to the members seeking lists of their goods
damaged in the cargo village.

They have requested the authority to allot space in
the new import-cargo village of the third terminal
to store imported goods, he said, adding that the
government also requested the importers to release
their goods within 36 hours of arrival. And special
tariff would be offered for them if they release their
goods on Saturday and Friday.

Several counts of electrical equipment brought for
the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant were burntin the
massive fire. The equipment was supposed to be
unloaded from the Cargo Village Sunday.

Electrical equipment was brought from Russia for
the Rooppur Nuclear Power Plant. A company called
Mamata Trading Company works as a C&F for
unloading imported goods at the airport.

Mamata Trading's Customs Sarkar Biplob Hossain
in front of the airport's Cargo Village said about 18
tonnes of electrical equipment arrived from Russia
in seven shipments six days ago.

Biplob Hossain said for the release of these goods,
an NOC or no-objection certificate has to be
obtained from the Atomic Energy Commission. Due
to the delay in obtaining that NOC, the goods could
not be released until last Thursday. They were
supposed to be released on Sunday, but, in the
meantime, these goods were charred.

Meanwhile, president of Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) Taskeen Ahmed
expressed grave concern over the fire incident. He
said through a high-power investigating team the

reason behind this "catastrophe should be brought
outin front of all".
He notes that ports are very important for trade and
economy and, therefore, "it is a must to take
effective measures to improve fire safety and fire-
fighting capacity especially in these very important
locations".
Meanwhile, clearing and forwarding (C&F) agents
and freight-forwarding companies blamed the Civil
Aviation Authority of Bangladesh (CAAB) and
Biman Bangladesh Airlines, acting as ground-
handler, for the devastating fire having swept
through the airport import~cargo village.
According to the agents, firefighters were initially
barred from getting in the affected area under the
pretext of safety concerns, and only allowed access
after one to one and a half hours, which contributed
to the severity of the blaze.
Mofizul Islam, an official from a freight-forwarding
company operating at HSIA, said, "Poor
management of CAAB and Biman is responsible for
this devastating fire. They have their own
firefighting system, and a total of 37 units from the
Fire Service and Civil Defence also joined the effort.
So why did they still fail to control the fire?"
He added: the incident highlights a lack of adequate
fire-safety system at the airport.
MR Khan Rajib, executive director of JF Enterprise,
an authorised C&F agent, deplored that fire- service
personnel were kept at bay for over an hour on
security grounds, allowing the fire to spread
further. Rashedul Hasan, another C & F agent, made
similar claims.
Dhaka Customs Agents Association (DCAA) also
criticised the delayed response of the CAAB and the
Fire Service, saying that it caused severe damage to
imported goods.
Munni_fe@yahoo.com
sajibur@gmail.com and bikashju@gmail.com



THE FINANCIAL EXPRESS

MONDAY e 20 OCTOBER 2025

DCCI urges fire safety at all levels of
ports

President of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) Taskeen Ahmed today (Sunday) urged the authorities
concerned to implement effective measures to improve fire
safety and overall security at all levels of Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport (HSIA), as well as at other ports.

“I have expressed grave concern over the fire incident that
occurred at the Cargo Village of Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport. A high-powered investigating team should determine the
reasons behind this catastrophe and present the findings
publicly,” he said, BSS reports.

He noted that ports are vital for the country’s trade and economy
Therefore, it is essential to take effective measures to enhance
fire safety and firefighting capacity, especially in these critical
facilities.

Taskeen Ahmed pointed out that apart from passenger services,
HSIA, the principal airport of the country, is predominantly used
by the business community for international trade, import, and
export activities.

He also observed that such unexpected incidents might
undermine entrepreneurs’ confidence and disrupt business
operations.
As cargo handling activities at the airport remained closed during
the weekend (Friday and Saturday), relevant stakeholders
expressed concern that the extent of the damage could be
substantial.

Under these circumstances, the DCCI President urged that the
extent of damage to the awaited goods at the Cargo Village
caused by the fire should be determined as soon as possible.

He also called on the concerned authorities to ensure prompt

compensation for affected entrepreneurs.

Taskeen Ahmed further urged the government to consider

keeping cargo handling operational even during weekends to
maintain smooth business operations.
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DCCI calls for stronger fire
safety measures at ports

Business Correspondent

President of Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) Taskeen
Ahmed has expressed grave
concern over the fire inci-
dent occurred at the Cargo
Village of Hazrat Shahjalal
International Airport, Dhaka
on Sunday.

He said the government
has formed a high powered
committee to investigate the
reason behind this catastro-
phe, it should be brought to
light to public.

He said ports are very
important for trade and
economy; therefore, it is a
must to take effective meas-
ures to improve fire safety
and fire-fighting capacity
must be improved in all
ports - air ports and sea

ports especially in the very
important locations.

Taskeen Ahmed pointed
out that, apart from passen-
ger services, this major air-
port is predominantly used
by the business community
for international trade,
import and export activities.

Such unexpected fire inci-
dents may create a sense of
insecurity or uncertainty
among the local and foreign
entrepreneurs  regarding
cargo transport which could
negatively impact
Bangladesh's image in glob-
al trade and threaten the sta-
bility of the overall economy.

He also observed that
such unexpected incidents
might further undermine
the entrepreneurs' confi-
dence and disrupt business
operations.

As the cargo handling
activities at the airport
remained closed during the
weekend (Friday and
Saturday), relevant stake-
holders expressed concern
that the extent of the dam-
age might be disastrous.

DCCI President urged
that the extent of damage of
the goods in waiting at the
cargo village caused by the
blazing should be deter-
mined as soon as possible.

He urged the concerned
authorities to  ensure
prompt compensation to
the affected entrepreneurs.

Taskeen Ahmed also
urged the government to
consider keeping cargo han-
dling process operational
even during the weekends to
keep the country's business
operations functioning.
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Airport blaze reveals
safety void

Qazi Shamim Hasan, Dhalka

Saturday’s catastrophic fire at the Cargo
Village of Hazrat Shahjalal International
Airport (HSIA) in Dhaka has exposed severe
lapses in fire safety systems, with authorities
confirming there were no fire detection or
protection measures in place.

The blaze that raged through steel com-
partments storing imported goods and, ac-
cording BGMEA estimate, may have de-
stroyed cargo worth nearly $1 billion, raising
questions about oversight at one of Bangla-
desh’s most critical trade hubs.

Lt Col Mohammad Tajul Islam Chowd-
hury, director (operations and maintenance)
at the Fire Service and Civil Defence, said on
Sunday that the facility lacked even the most
basic fire safety infrastructure.

“There was no fire detection or protection
system inside. If such systems had been in
place, this accident might not have happened,”
he told reporters at the scene at around Spm.

The fire, which broke out in the cargo
village on Saturday afternoon, was com-
pletely extinguished at 4:55pm on Sunday.
However, four fire service units remained on
standby due to lingering smoke.

Tajul Islam explained that the building’s
narrow interior and the presence of numer-
ous steel compartments significantly ham-
pered firefighting operations.

“The steel structures absorbed massive

Steel compartments
trapped heat,
hampering
firefighting as

blaze raged for

two days

No detection
or protection
systems inside
HSIA cargo
village, fire
service reveals

Business leaders warn | Multiple

of export disruption; probes
BGMEA estimates launched into
losses near $1b safety lapses

amounts of heat. Our teams had to cut through
these compartments to get inside, which is why
it took a long time to bring the fire fully under
control,” Tajul Islam said.

The intense heat over two days caused
cracks to appear in the walls and
columns of the warehouse. An investi-
gation is under way to determine the
cause of the blaze.

Claims of delayed response dis-
puted

Shortly after the fire broke out,
Dhaka Customs Agents Association
President Md Mizanur Rahman
alleged that the situation could have
been contained earlier if firefighting
units from the Civil Aviation Au-
thority of Bangladesh (CAAB), sta-
tioned inside the airport, had acted
promptly.

He also claimed that external fire
service vehicles were denied entry
for up to one and a half hours, allow-
ing the flames to spread from the
courier section to chemical storage
and then to the dangerous goods
section.

“When the fire service vehicles
arrived from surrounding stations,
they were not given permission for a
long time. By the time they entered,
the fire had engulfed the entire ware-
house,” Rahman all

The fire service strongly denied the
claim. “We could start as soon as we
reached the spot. There were no ob-
structions,” said Tajul Islam.

Sk Bashir Uddin, adviser to the
ministries of commerce, textile and
jute, and civil aviation and tourism,
also dismissed the allegation.

“The claim that the fire service was
held up is not true. Those involved in
firefighting inside the airport began
working within 30 seconds of the inci-
dent,” he told reporters after arriving
at the scene at 1:30pm on Sunday.

Economic blow feared

The economic impact of the fire is
expected to be devastating.

Inamul Haq Khan, senior vice-pres-
ident of the Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Exporters Associ-
ation (BGMEA), estimated that the
losses could approach $1 billion.

“This accident has severely
damaged the country’s export trade,
especially the garment industry,”
Inamul said during a visit to the site on
Sunday.

“High-value goods and urgent
shipments are usually sent by air.
The fire has destroyed garments pre-
pared for export, valuable raw mate-
rials, and most critically, samples that
are essential for winning future busi-
ness.”

BGMEA has launched an online

portal to collect information from af-
fected factories and asked its members
to submit lists of damaged goods.

“Every day, 200 to 250 factories
export their products by air. The scale
of the damage is enormous. We are
coordinating with the airport authori-
ties, the civil aviation ministry,
customs and other bodies to compile
data,” he said.

Govt response and passenger
measures

SkBashir Uddin said the govern-
ment had instructed officials to mini-
mise disruptions for passengers.

All costs for non-scheduled addi-
tional flights over the next three days
have been waived, and accommoda-
tion and meals have been arranged for
passengers affected by cancellations.

An investigation committee has
been formed to probe the incident.

“All allegations will be taken into
consideration. The commirttee will
speak to intelligence agencies and all
relevant parties to uncover what hap-
pened before and after the fire,” the
adviser said.

Cargo operations have not been
suspended entirely.

“Commercial cargo also arrived on
Saturday night. In the interest of sup-
porting trade, an alternative space in
the third terminal area has been made
available so that cargo transport can
continue,” Bashir added.

The government is also reviewing
how affected businesses can be sup-
ported through insurance coverage
and airport mechanisms.

Business community raises
alarm

The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCD expressed
serious concern over the fire, calling
for swift investigation and urgent im-
provements to fire safety measures at
critical economic hubs.

“Ports are vital for trade and the
economy. Effective steps must be
taken to improve fire safety and fire-
fighting capacity, especially at key lo-
cations like the airport,” said DCCI
President Taskeen Ahmed in a state-
ment.

He warned that incidents like this
could create insecurity among local
and foreign entrepreneurs and
damage Bangladesh’s image in global
trade.

Ahmed urged the authorities to de-
termine the full extent of the damage
and ensure prompt compensation to
affected businesses.

He also called on the government
to consider keeping cargo handling

operations open at weekends to
ensure smooth trade flows, as the inci-
dent occurred when activities were
paused over Friday and Saturday.

He stressed that uninterrupted
cargo operations are critical to main-
taining business confidence.

“Unexpected incidents like this un-
dermine entrepreneurs’ confidence
and disrupt operations,” he said,
adding that medical support must be
ensured for those injured in the fire.

Multiple probes launched

In response to the disaster, the gov-
ernment has formed a 12-member
high-level committee headed by the
senior secretary of the Ministry of
Home Affairs to investigate the fire
and recommend preventive meas-
ures.

The committee has been asked to
submitits findings within three weeks.

Its recommendations will be dis-
cussed at the Inter-ministerial Disas-
ter Management Coordination Com-
mittee meeting scheduled for 5
November.

Disaster Management and Relief
Adviser Faruk-e-Azam (Bir Pratik),
who chaired Sunday’s emergency in-
ter-ministerial meeting, told reporters
that the investigation would involve
several ministries, including civil avia-
tion, home affairs and local govern-
ment.

Separately, Biman Bangladesh Air-
lines has constituted a seven-member
committee led by its chief of flight
safety to probe the incident.

The team includes representatives
from the civil aviation ministry, cor-
porate safety and quality, engineering,
security, cargo, and insurance depart-
ments.

They have been tasked with deter-
mining the cause, assessing the
damage, identifying responsible
parties and recommending measures
to prevent future incidents.

A report is due within five working
days.

The Internal Resources Division
(IRD) of the Finance Ministry has also
set up a five-member committee to
assess the financial losses.

Led by IRD Joint Secretary Mo-
hammad Mahbubur Rahman
Patwary, the committee includes
senior officials from the National
Board of Revenue and Dhaka
Customs House.

It will submit a comprehensive
damage assessment to the govern-
ment “as soon as possible”.

The reporter can be reached at:
qazishamimhasan@gmail.com
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DCCI urges fire safety at all levels of ports

e

DHAKA, Oct 19, 2025 (BSS) — President of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) Taskeen Ahmed today urged the authorities concerned to
implement effective measures to improve fire safety and overall security at all
levels of Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA), as well as at other ports.

‘I have expressed grave concern over the fire incident that occurred at the Cargo
Village of Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport. A high-powered investigating
team should determine the reasons behind this catastrophe and present the
findings publicly,” he said in a statement issued today.

He noted that ports are vital for the country’s trade and economy. Therefore, it is
essential to take effective measures to enhance fire safety and firefighting
capacity, especially in these critical facilities.

Taskeen Ahmed pointed out that apart from passenger services, HSIA, the
principal airport of the country, is predominantly used by the business community
for international trade, import, and export activities.

He also observed that such unexpected incidents might undermine entrepreneurs’
confidence and disrupt business operations.

As cargo handling activities at the airport remained closed during the weekend
(Friday and Saturday), relevant stakeholders expressed concern that the extent of
the damage could be substantial.

Under these circumstances, the DCCI President urged that the extent of damage
to the awaited goods at the Cargo Village caused by the fire should be
determined as soon as possible.

He also called on the concerned authorities to ensure prompt compensation for
affected entrepreneurs.

Taskeen Ahmed further urged the government to consider keeping cargo handling
operational even during weekends to maintain smooth business operations.

He also emphasized ensuring necessary medical treatment for victims of the fire
incident and wished them a speedy recovery.
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DCCI voices deep concern over HSIA cargo village fire

CCI
—~=

The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) has expressed deep concern over the
fire that broke out at the cargo village of Hazrat Shahjalal International Airport (HSIA) on

Saturday.

In a statement on Sunday, DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed urged the authorities concerned to

conduct a high-powered investigation to determine the exact cause of the blaze.

He said ports and airports are vital for trade and the economy, stressing the need for effective

measures to strengthen fire safety and firefighting capacity at such critical points.

Taskeen said that HSIA is extensively used by the business community for import and export

activities alongside passenger services.

He cautioned that such unexpected incidents could create insecurity among local and foreign

entrepreneurs, harm Bangladesh'’s global trade image and threaten overall economic stability.

The DCCI chief cautioned that the fire could shake business confidence and disrupt trade

operations.

He called on the authorities to promptly assess the extent of losses and ensure fair

compensation for affected businesspersons.

Taskeen also urged the government to consider keeping cargo operations active during

weekends to ensure smooth business continuity.

He emphasised the importance of providing medical treatment to the injured and wished them

a speedy recovery.



