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ACCUMULATION OF POPULATION, ECONOMY, WEALTH IN CAPITAL

Dhaka-dwellers enjoy double
country's per-capita fortune

Centrepetal capital city also accounts
for almost half national GDP, nearly as
much job generation: DCCI survey

ECONOMY OF DHAKA AT A GLANCE
o ~3 e

PER CAPITA INCOME FE REPORT

CONTRIBUTION Per capita income of Dhaka district is EMPLOYMENT Dhaka district that hosts Bangladesh's centrepetal capital city
10 GDP USD 5163.6 in FY24 (R&D, DCCI) GENERATION alone accounts for nearly 46 per cent of the national GDP,
Dhaka's contribution B More than 40% of estimated at US$462 billion in FY2024-25, while the Dhaka-

dwellers enjoy nearly double the country's per-capita income.
Such over-concentration of the economy and fortune in and
around the capital comes clear in a new economic analysis by
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI), in a stark
contrast in comparison with the countryside, as shown by
central bankers.

The study reveals that per-capita income in Dhaka stands at
$5,164 - nearly twice the national average of $2,820 - while it
remains the largest employment hub, generating over 40 per
cent of total jobs.

The findings were unveiled Saturday at a focus-group
discussion arranged by the DCCl on its newly developed
Economic Position Index (EPI), chaired by its President
Taskeen Ahmed.

Dr AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary, Acting Secretary -General of
the DCCI, presented the keynote, which reveals the EPI for
October-December 2024 stood at 0.80 in the "high -change"
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FINANCIAL HUB

It conducts financial activities with more
than 750 listed companies, most of which
have their head offices in Dhaka

total employment
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| DISTRICT

INDUSTRIAL AREA

The most densely industrialized
region contributes more than 40% of
the country's total exports
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range, reflecting a rebound in economic activity
after a near-shutdown in July-September,
immediate after the mass uprising leading to
political regime change.

Representatives from the government,
Bangladesh Bank, academia, research
institutions, and the private sector spoke at the
event.

In his welcome remarks, Taskeen Ahmed said
that several local and international indices track
the country's business environment, fail to fully
capture the real dynamics and drivers of
economic activity.

To address this gap, DCCI has launched the EPI,
initially covering Dhaka city, with plans to
expand it nationwide over time.

He added that the quarterly index would offer
detailed insights into production, sales, order
flows, exports, employment, business
confidence, and investment trends, drawing data
from sectors that include ready-made garments,
textiles, wholesale and retail trade, real estate,
transportation and storage, and banking.
Presenting the keynote, Dr Asaduzzaman
Patwary said the services-sector EPI for the last
quarter of 2024 stood at 0.82 onascaleof O to1,
where 0 indicates no change and 1 reflects a
massive shift in production outputs.

The manufacturing-sector EPl was also recorded at
0.82, while the combined EPI, calculated using the
geometric mean of the two sectors, stood at 0.80.
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He 5310 INAt TNe STUdy was CoNauciea auring
February-March this year, involving interviews
with a total of 654 respondents- 365 from the
manufacturing sector and 289 from the services
sector.

The study shows the manufacturing sector
contributes 56 per cent and the services sector
44 per cent to the economy of Dhaka.

He said the EPI could provide "a quantifiable
policy tool" for government use in tariff, fiscal,
and industrial-policy adjustment. "Full benefits
of the index will be realised if policymakers use it
to understand sectoral shifts and policy
impacts."

Former DCCI president Abul Kasem Khan said the
ready-made garment sector enjoys more
benefits, making direct comparisons with other
sectors less meaningful.

He notes that SMEs, while a major source of
employment and a key driver of the economy,
have not developed as expected.

Commenting on the newly developed index, he
urged that data analysis should extend beyond
internal assessments to include comparisons
with competitor countries.

The keynote warns that Bangladesh lags behind
on most economic indicators due to delays in
evaluating and implementing reforms, and calls
for digitising city corporation trade licence
issuance to cut time and reduce red tape.

Miah Rahmat Ali, Senior Private-Sector
Specialist at the IFC, said the EPIl is only the

second homegrown economic index in
Bangladesh and welcomed the government's
move to introduce an Insolvency Act to ease
business processes.
Md Nurul Alam, Director -General at the National
Productivity Organisation (NPO), said
information on change in the pulse of the
economy would help incorporate proper policy.
He stressed the need for more careful data
collection in research activities, which would
help in better policy formulation, and also
highlighted the importance of identifying how
industrial services affect productivity.
Dr Md Salim Al Mamun, Director, Bangladesh
Bank, noted that while Dhaka's per -capita
income is double the national average, the
district's poverty rate 19.6 per cent still exceeds
the national average 19.2 per cent.
"The concentration of people in Dhaka drives
both higher income and higher poverty," he said
about a paradox, urging inclusion of agricultural
and rural data in future research.
Nawshad Mustafa, another Director of the
central bank, said SME policies have already been
simplified, but sharing data on loan-access
barriers could help the central bank take more
targeted actions.
Md Nurul Alam, Director -General of the National
Productivity Organisation (NPO), highlighted
that understanding shifts in the "pulse" of the
economy can guide more effective policy.
jahid.rn@gmail.com
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provides employment for more than
40 percent of the workforce, said
AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary, acting
secretary general of the DCCI, at a
focus group discussion at the DCCI
office.

Considered the heart of the
country’s financial sector, Dhaka
hosts the headquarters of over
750 companies listed on the stock
exchange.

About 32 percent of the country’s
urban population lives in the district,
which is home to 11.2 percent of the
total national population, he also
said.

“Dhaka is also one of the most
industrially dense  districts in
Bangladesh,” he said, plesenting
the findings of a survey done in
February and March this vear on 654
respondents, including 365 firms in
the manufacturing sector and 289

Dhaka income
almost twice
the national
average: DCCI

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The per capita income in Dhaka
district is nearly twice the national
average, as the district accounts for
almost half of Bangladesh’s gross
domestic product (GDP) -- the total
value of fnal goods and services
produced in a specific period.

According to a Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) study,
presented at an event in the capital
yesterday, the per capita income of a
resident in Dhaka was $5,163 in fiscal
yvear 2023-24, which is 89 percent
higher than the national average of
$2,738.

The estimate was based on district-
wise GDP data from 2011 published by
the Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
and on investment, consumption,
expenditure, imports, exports, land
area, and population growth.

Several experts and participants at
the event, however, raised questions
about the limitations of these figures
on Dhaka’s per capita income and
GDP.

The paper also stated that Dhaka
accounts for 46 percent of the
country’s GDP.

The region, having the capital

from the services sector.

The study shows that the
manufacturing sector contributes
56 percent and the service sector 44
percent to the economy of the Dhaka
district.

However, citing concerns, Md
Deen Islam, research director of the
Research and Policy Integration for
Development (RAPID) and associate
professor of economics at Dhaka
University, suggested revising
the research methodology for a
better understanding of the overall
macroeconomic situation.

Meanwhile, Ashraf Ahmed, former
president of the DCCI, emphasised
that there should be more focus on
statistical analysis of collected data,
and said this survey could serve as
a foundation for future research
initiatives.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed
said although there are several local

and international indices measuring
the business environment in the
country, these indices do not clearly
reflect the real picture of how
and why economic activities are
changing.

Against this backdrop, the DCCI
has taken the initiative to develop
an Economic Position Index (EPI),
initially focusing on Dhaka city,
with plans to gradually expand it
nationwide.

He said this quarterly index
will  provide clear insights,
especially regarding production,
sales, order flow, export trends,
emplovment, business confidence,
and investment tendencies in the
industrial sector.

The initial index includes data
from readvmade garments, textiles,
wholesale and retail trade, real estate,
transportation and storage, and
banking sectors.



Dhaka per capita
income hits $5,163

National per capital
income stands at $2,820

ECONOMY — BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

The average per capita income of
residents in Dhaka has reached
$5,163, nearly double the national
average of $2,820, according to a
new survey by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (DCCI).
The survey also highlights the
concentration of wealth and eco-
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Dhaka’s per capita income at
$5,163, nearly twice national
average: DCCI survey

The capital 3
generates
4£6% of
national
GDP

nomic activity in the capital. Ac-
cording to DCCI, 46% of the coun-
try’s GDP is generated in Dhaka,
and 40% of national employment is
concentrated in the city.

Dhaka also accounts for 32% of
the urban population and 1.29% of
the total population, the highest ur-
ban density in Asia, and contributes
40% of the country’s total exports.

The findings were presented at
a DCCI event yesterday, where the

), Accounts for Nearly 80% of
40% of both \N national
national 4 \ economy
employment and ( j operates in
exports o informal sector

chamber released its latest Eco-
nomic Position Index (EPI) report,
a quarterly assessment of the coun-
try’s economic activity. While the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics
(BBS) provides national per capita
income data, district-level figures
have rarely been available.

Using BBS 20n data as a refer-
ence, DCCI calculated the per capita
income for Dhaka district for the
2023-24 fiscal year.

The EPI survey was conducted in
February-March this year and in-
volved interviews with 365 respond-
ents from the production sector and
289 from the services sector. The re-
search provides a sector-wise evalu-
ation of Dhaka’s trade, production,
and overall economic conditions,
offering insights into how business
activities shape the city’s economy.

Speakers at the event noted that
nearly 80%

of the national economy operates in the in-
formal sector. They recommended that future
editions of the EPI survey include the agricul-
tural sector to provide a more comprehensive
picture of the economy.

The event was presided over by DCCI Pres-
ident Taskin Ahmed, and the survey results
were presented by the chamber's acting Sec-
retary General, AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary.

The speakers emphasised that timely, da-
ta-driven policy formulation is crucial for sus-
tainable development, especially in a rapidly
changing economic landscape.
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Dhaka’s per capita income
nearly double national

average: DCCI survey

New Economic Position Index aims to reveal
real picture of economic activity

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

The average per capita income for
residents of Dhaka stands at $£5,163
- almost double the national average
of $2,820 - according to a new
swrvey by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI).

The finding, drawn from the cham-
ber’s pilot Economic Position Index
(EPI), underscores the capital’s outsized
contribution to the national economy
and the widening income gap berween
urban and rural Bangladesh.

The EPI, unveiled ar a focus group
discussion on Sarurday, is part of
DCCI's effort 1o creare a quarterly
measure that reflects the real
dynamics of economic activity,
including production, sales, exports,
em-ployment and business
confidence. The chamber said the
initiative aims to fill a long-standing
data gap that has left policymakers
and investors with an incomplete
picture ofthe economy’s performance.

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed
said that while several international
indices assess Bangladesh’s bu-
si-ness environment, they often fail
to explain how and why economic
activity is changing.

“We need a clear, home-grown
index that can track the rrue stare of
our economy bevond surface-level
indicarors,” he said, adding thart the
first phase focuses on Dhaka but
will later expand nation-wide.

Dhaka economy dominated by
manufacturing and services

Presenting the findings, Dr AKM

o PER CAPITA INCOME
IN DHAKA: $5,163

NATIONAL AVERAGE:
$2,820

MANUFACTURING
o CONTRIBUTES 56%,

SERVICES 44% TO

DHAKA'S ECONOMY

ENERGY SHORTAGES,
HIGH INTEREST

¢ RATES HINDER
INDUSTRIAL
PRODUCTIVITY

SMES CRUCIAL FOR

& EMPLOYMENT, NEED
STRONGER POLICY
SUPPORT
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Asaduzzaman  Parwary, actng
secretary general of DCCI, said the
study involved interviews with 654
respondents - 365 from
manufacturing and 289 from services
- conducted berween February and
March this vear.

The results show that
manufacruring accounts
for 56% and services 44%
of Dhaka’s economy.

He urged the govern-
ment to address
long-standing constraints
to productivity, including
energy short-ages, weak fi-
nancial governance, high
interest rates and political
uncertainty, and called for
simplified VAT proce-
dures, faster loan disburse-
ment and improved infra-
structure.

Experts urge broader
reforms and better data

Former DCCI president
Abul Kasem Khan cau-
tioned that Bangladesh is
“lagging behind in almost

all economic indicators™
due to delays in imple-
menting reforms.

He said SMEs, though
crucial to employment,
remain  under-supported
and called for compararive
analysis with competitor
economies.

Md Nurul Alam, direc-
tor general of the National
Producrtivity Organisation,
highlighted the need for
more careful data collec-
tion, while Ashraf Ahmed,
another former DCCI
chief, said the index could
serve as a foundation for
deeper research if backed
by robust staristical analy-
sis.

Officials from the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs,
Ministry of Commerce,

and Bangladesh Bank
stressed the importance of
coordination among data-
sets and the inclusion of
agriculture and light engi-
neering sec-tors for a more
comprehensive under-
standing of national pro-
ductivity.

Representatives from
the World Bank’s Interna-
tnonal Finance Corpora-
rion (IFC) said a forthcom-
ing In-solvency Act could
help improve Dbusiness
conditions but added that
identifying the causes
behind shifting business
activity is vital for in-
formed policymaking.

DCCI Vice President
Md Salem Sulaiman and
several board members
also artended the event.
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DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed speaking at a Focus Group Discussion titled "Economic
Position Index" at its Auditorium in the city on Saturday.

Focus GRroup DiscussioN HELD

DCCI to develop Economic
Position Index

Business Correspondent

With a view to improve the
country’s overall economic
condition through unveil-
ing the real scenario of eco-
nomic activities, the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) has
taken an initiative to devel-
op an "Economic Position
Index (EPI)."

In order to get validation
from relevant public and
private sector stakeholders
in this regard, DCCI organ-
ized a Focus Group
Discussion titled
"Economic Position Index"
on Saturday, at the cham-
ber's Auditorium.

DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed, said although
there are several local and
international indices
measuring the business
environment these indices
do not clearly reflect the
real picture of how and why
economic activities are
changing.

Against this backdrop ,
DCCI has taken this initia-
tive to develop an
'Economic Position Index
(EPI)" initially focusing on
economic players around
Dhaka city, with plans to
gradually expand it nation-
wide.

The keynote paper on
this was occasion was pre-
sented by Dr AKM
Asaduzzaman Patwary,
Acting Secretary General of
DCCI who said in a study
conducted during
February-March 2025 peri-
od over 654 respondents-
365 from manufacturing
and 289 from services sec-
tor responded.

He said the study on city
economy shows manufac-
turing sector contributes
56 percent and the service
sector 44 percent to the
economy. He said the gov-

ernment should prioritize
several key areas such as
improvement of law and
order and political stability
and ensuring uninterrupt-
ed energy supply to indus-
tries.

The priorities also must
include strengthening the
financial sector, simplify-
ing loan disbursement pro-
cedures and reducing
interest rates, improving
trade-supporting  infra-
structure and services,
enhancing local supply
chain and expanding
export markets, reducing
VAT on import-export and
simplifying the revenue

payment.
Former Dhaka Chamber
President Abul Kasem

Khan said SMEs are not
only a major source of
employment but also key
driver of the economy,
although their develop-
ment has not been satisfac-
tory.

Nurul Alam, Director

General (Additional
Secretary), National
Productivity Organisation
(NPO) stressed the need for
more careful data collec-
tion in research activities,
which would help in better
policy formulation and
highlighting the impor-
tance of identifying how
industrial services affect
productivity.

Former DCCI President
Ashraf Ahmed said there
should be more focus on
statistical analysis of col-
lected data and said this
survey could serve as a
foundation for future
research initiatives.

Nesar Ahmed,
International Trade Expert
(Former Additional
Secretary), said support to
sustainable  graduation
project (SSGP), Bangladesh
has utilized most benefits

available before LDC grad-
uation and the question-

naire for research should
be further refined to
improve accuracy.

Dr. Syed Muntasir
Mamun, Director General,
International Trade,

Investment & Technology
Wing, Ministry of Foreign
Affairs , Dr Saif Uddin
Ahammad, Joint Secretary,
TSM Wing, Ministry of

Commerce & Chief
Executive Officer
(Additional Charge),

Bangladesh Foreign Trade
Institute (BFTI) stressed
coordination between
Dhaka Chamber's collect-
ed data and other institu-
tional datasets.

Nawshad Mustafa,
Director, SME & Special
Programmes Department,
Bangladesh Bank SMEs
policies have already been
simplified, but if specific
data on challenges in loan
access could be shared, it

would help the central
bank to take targeted
measures.

Dr Salim Al Mamun,
Director (Research), Chief
Economist, Bangladesh
Bank, Dr Aynul Islam,
Professo of Economics,
Jagannath University, Dr
Deen Islam, Research
Director, RAPID &
Associate Professor of
Economics, University of
Dhaka, Dr Mohammad
Jasim Uddin, Research
Director, Bangladesh

Institute of International
and Strategic Studies
(BIISS) and Miah Rahmat
Ali, Senior Private Sector
Specialist, at IFC, of the
World Bank Group also
spoke on the occasion.

DCCI Vice President
Salem Sulaiman along with
members of the Board of
Directors were also present
on the occasion.
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The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) has taken the
initiative to formulate an “Eco-
nomic Position Index” for the first
time to assess the reality of the
country’s overall economic activi-
ties and determine the steps to be
taken for development.

To this end, the organization
organized a focus group discus-
sion titled “Economic Position
Index” in the capital on Saturday
to gather the opinions of stake-
holders from the government and
private sectors.

The program was presided
over by Dhaka Chamber President
Taskin Ahmed. In his welcome
speech, he said that although there
are various international and local
indicators to measure the business
environment in the country, they
do not accurately reflect the actual
dynamics of economic activities or
the reasons for changes.

In this context, DCCI has start-
ed the work of formulating its
own “Economic Position Index”,
which is initially focused on Dha-
ka but later has plans to expand it
across the country.

He said that this index, which
will be published on a quarterly ba-
sis, will give a clear idea about the
production, sales, order flow, ex-
port trends, employment, business
confidence and investment situa-
tion in the country’s industrial sec-
tor. Initially, information on ready-
made garments, textiles, wholesale

DhakaTribune
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DCCI to formulate economic position index

and retail trade, housing, transport
and storage and banking sectors
has been included in it.

Acting secretary general of
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry AKM Asaduzzaman Pat-
wary presented the keynote ad-
dress of the event.

He said that in the study con-
ducted during February-March of
this year, 654 entrepreneurs and
businessmen were interviewed—
out of which 365 are involved in
the manufacturing sector and 289
are involved in the service sector.

The study shows that the con-
tribution of the manufacturing
sector to Dhaka’s economy is 56%
and the contribution of the service
sector is 44%.

Asaduzzaman said that eight
sectors have been included in the
manufacturing  industry—food,
textiles, RMG, leather and leather
products, pharmaceuticals, chem-
icals and vegetable products,
rubber and plastics, non-metallic
minerals and basic metals. And
the service sector includes whole-
sale and retail trade, land trans-
port and real estate activities.

He suggested that the govern-
ment take priority steps to im-
prove energy supply, financial
sector stability, ease of credit,
simplify the VAT and revenue pay-
ment process, and develop local
supply chains.

The discussion was attended
by former presidents of Dhaka
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Chamber of Commerce and Indus-
try Abul Kasem Khan and Ashraf
Ahmed, director general of NPO
of the Ministry of Industries, Md
Nurul Alam, international trade
specialist of SSGP Project of the
Ministry of Commerce Neser
Ahmed, director general (interna-
tional trade, investment and tech-
nology branch) of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs Dr. Syed Muntasir
Mamun, Joint Secretary of the
Ministry of Finance AKM Atiqul
Haque, directors of Bangladesh
Bank Nowshad Mostafa and Dr.
Md. Salim Al Mamun, Professor
of Jagannath University Dr. Md.
Ainul Islam, Research Director
of Rapid Md Deen Islam, BISS re-
search director Mohammad Jasim

Uddin, and IFC senior private
sector specialist Mia Rahmat Ali,
among others.

Former President of Dhaka
Chamber Abul Kasem Khan said
that although the ready-made gar-
ment sector has received relatively
more benefits, the SME sectoris the
main driving force of the economy.

“In formulating economic indi-
cators, it is important to not only
analyze ourselves, but also do
comparative analysis with com-
peting countries.”

NPO Director General Md.
Nurul Alam said that the accuracy
of data collection will play a help-
ful role in formulating policies.
IFC’s Mia Rahmat Ali said that the
government has taken the initia-
tive to enact a new insolvency law,
which will simplify the business
process.

Bangladesh Bank Director Nau-
shad Mostafa said, “If the chal-
lenges of SME entrepreneurs in
obtaining loans are known, it will
be easier for the central bank to
take initiatives to solve them.”

Foreign Ministry Director Gen-
eral Dr. Syed Muntasir Mamun
called for including the agricultur-
al sector in the research.

On the other hand, Jagannath
University Professor Dr. Md. Ainul
Islam proposed that initiatives can
be taken to publish the results of the
research in international journals.

DCCI Vice President Md. Sal-
im Solaiman and members of the
board of directors were present at
the event. o
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DHAKA district contributed
about 46 per cent of the total
gross domestic product, ac-
cording to a survey conduct-
ed by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry.
- The survey, conducted
for DCCI's upcoming Eco-
nomic Position Index, was
revealed at a focus group
discussion at its office in the
capital on Saturday. _
At the discussion, AKM
Asaduzzaman Patwary, act-
ing secretary general of the
DCCI, delivered the keynote
address.
- The keynote stated that
the study was conducted in
February-March 2025 ' and

involved interviews with a
total of 654 respondents —
365 from the manufacturing
sector and 289 from the ser-

_vices sector.

According to industry
estimates, the average per

~capita income of Dhaka

residents is $5,163, almost
double the national average
of $2,820.

The survey also stated:

that the city accounts for
40 per cent of all national
employment, houses 32 per
cent of the urban popula-
tion, and 11.2 per cent of the
countrys total population, a
density noted as one of the
highest in Asia.

Moreover, the capital is
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Dhaka contributes 46pc to total
GDP: DCCI Survey

Per capita income of Dhaka residents $5,163

the countrys total exports.
Regarding the importance
of the EP], he stated that,
due to- freque'ntly chang-
ing geoeconomics and local

context, government poli- .

cies and decisions often’ do

not perform..
Indices such as B-
READY, Ease of Doing Busi-

ness Index, BBX, and BCI
cannot capture frequent
economic shifts.

Moreover, indices like

QUE HDI, HPI, and MDPI

provide a_ limited view of
broader eConomic dynam-
ics, human development,
and changes in the poverty
rate based on a few criteria.

Existing tools provided
by the Bangladesh Bureau

r

of Statistics, such as GDP

CPI, and WRI, lack real-time

information and granularity

for quarterly shifts and re-
gional disparities.

‘GDP report gives only
value change with a de-
layed time gap,” the keynote
added.

In this regard, the DCCI_
would develop an EPI to ef-
fectively measure and track
quarterly changes in ‘busi-
ness activity, sectoral perfor-
mance, and the overall eco-
nomic position ‘within the
Dhaka district.

“" Thiugh' the EPT ‘would

initially focus on Dhaka city,
it would gradually expand
nationwide.

In his welcome speech,
DCCI  President Thskeen
Ahmed said that although
there are several local and
international indices meas-
uring the business environ-
ment in-the country, these
indices do not clearly reflect
the real picture of how and

why economic activities are

chang

He also said that this quar-
terly index would provide
clear insights, especially re-
garding production, sales,
order flow, export trends,
employment, business con-
fidence, and investment
tendencies in the industrial
sector.

‘The initial index would
include data from ready-
made garments, textiles,
wholesale and retail trade,
real estate, transportation
and storage, and banking sec-
tors,” he added.

During the discussion,
speakers, including academi-
cians, experts, and govern-
ment officials, participated
in the panel and provided
recommendations to address
the limitations of the EPI,

They urged the Dhaka
Chamber to include the ag-
ricultural sector in the future
editions of the EPI survey.

They also stressed the
challenges posed by a rap-
idly changing economy and
the need for timely, data-rich
policy formulation for sus-
tainable development across
the country.

Former DCCI president
Abul Kasem Khan sald that,
though SMEs are a major
source of employment and
a key driver of the economy,
their development has not
been satisfactory.

Regarding the EPI, he sald
that it should include com-

responsible for 40 per cent of

parative assessments with
competitors,

‘Bangladesh is lagging be-
hind in almost all economic
indicators, as the govern-
ment has not properly evalu-
ated the proposed economic
reforms and there has been
noticeable delay from the
relevant authorities in imple-
menting them,’ he added.

Economic reforms should
be prioritised for implemen-
tation, he added, suggesting
digitising trade licenses and
other documents,

Md Nurul Alam, direc-
tor general of the National
Productivity Organisation,
stressed the need for more
careful data collection in re-
search activities to support
better policy formulation,

Former DCCI president
Ashraf Ahmed emphasised
that there should be more fo-
cus on statistical analysis of
collected data, and a survey
could serve as a foundation
for future research initiatives.

Syed Muntasir Mamun,
director general, Internation-
al Trade, Investment & Tech-
nology Wing, Ministry of For-
eign Affairs, said that foreign
investors' confidence in the
country’s overall economy,
industrial sector, and public
and private, institutions is
vital for expanding trade and
attracting further investment.

- He. suggested includ-
ing the agricultural sector in
the:study to provide a more
comprehensive view. -

Saif Uddin Ahammnd.
joint secretary of the Ministry am

‘of Commerce and CEO of the an

Bangladesh Foreign Trade
Institute, stressed the need
for coordination between the

Dhaka Chamber's collected

data and other institutional
datasets, -
He also suggested incor-

porating more sector-specific
and diversified data, includ-
ing light engineering and ser-
vice sectors.

Nawshad Mustafa, di-
rector, SME and SMESPD
of Bangladesh Bank, said
that policies for SMEs have
already been simplified,
but if specific data on chal-
lenges in loan access could
be shared, it would help the
central bank to take targeted
measures. ,

Md Salim Al Mamun, di-
rector (research) of the Bang-
ladesh Bank, emphasised
the inclusion of agricultural
data in future district-based
research.

"Md Aynul Islam, Pro-
fessor of the Department
of Economics at Jagannath
University, recommended
evaluating whether the study
could adopt established in-
ternational research methods
and suggested publishing a
summary of the findings in
reputable journals,

Md Deen Islam, research
director of RAPID, suggested
revising the research meth-
odology to better understand
the overall macroeconomic
situation.

Miah Rahmat Ali, a senior
private sector specialist at the
International Finance Corpo-

-ration, sald the government
s wor

' ta introduce a
new Insolvency Act to facili-
tate business processes.

" He also ‘gaid tHe research
data indicates notable chang-
eg in business activities

nﬁ local ; entrepreneurs,
)

the reasons
behlnd s%ges would

help formulate more effec-
tive policies.

Academicians, govern-
ment officials, and DCCI
members also spoke at the
event.
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DCCI takes initiative to develop Economic

Position Index (EPI)
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DCCI organized a Focus Group Discussion titled “Economic Position Index”
today at its auditorium in Dhaka. Photo : DCCI

DHAKA, Oct 25, 2025 (BSS) - The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) has taken an initiative to develop an “Economic Position Index (EPI)” with
a view to formulating specific recommendations to improve the country’s overall
economic condition through unveiling the real scenario of economic activities.

In order to get validation from relevant public and private sector stakeholders in
this regard, the DCCI organized a Focus Group Discussion titled “Economic
Position Index” today at its auditorium in the capital.

In his welcome speech, DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed, said that although there
are several local and international indices measuring the business environment in
the country, but these indices do not clearly reflect the real picture of how and
why economic activities are changing.

Against this backdrop, he said the DCCI has taken this initiative to develop an
‘Economic Position Index (EPI)’ initially focusing on Dhaka city, with plans to
gradually expand it nationwide. He noted that this quarterly index will provide
clear insights, especially regarding production, sales, order flow, export trends,
employment, business confidence, and investment tendencies in the industrial
sector.

Taskeen also mentioned that the initial index includes data from ready-made
garments, textiles, wholesale and retail trade, real estate, transportation and
storage and banking sectors.

While presenting the keynote paper, Dr. A.K.M. Asaduzzaman Patwary, Acting
Secretary General of DCCI, stated that the study was conducted during
February—March 2025, involving interviews with a total of 654 respondents -- 365
from the manufacturing sector and 289 from the services sector.

He mentioned that the manufacturing sector sample covered eight industries
including food products, textiles, ready-made garments, leather and leather
goods, pharmaceuticals, medicinal chemicals and botanical products, rubber and
plastic products, other non-metallic mineral products and basic metals.

Additionally, three service sectors -- wholesale and retail trade, land transport and
real estate activities -- were included in the study. He mentioned that the study
shows the manufacturing sector contributes 56 percent while the service sector
contributes 44 percent to the economy of Dhaka district.

He emphasized that the government should prioritize several key areas such as
improvement of law and order situation and political stability, ensuring
uninterrupted energy supply to industries, strengthening the financial sector,
simplifying loan disbursement procedures and reducing interest rates, improving
trade-supporting infrastructure and services, enhancing local supply chain
systems and expanding export markets, as well as reducing VAT on import-export
goods and simplifying the revenue payment process.

Former Dhaka Chamber President Abul Kasem Khan stated that although the
ready-made garment sector enjoys more benefits, but comparing it with other
sectors is not very logical. He added that SMEs are not only a major source of
employment but also the key driver of the economy, although their development
has not been satisfactory.

Regarding the DCCI index, Kasem emphasized that data analysis should go
beyond internal evaluations and include comparative assessments with
competitor countries.

Mentioning that the economic reforms should be prioritized for implementation, he
suggested that digitizing trade license issuance by city corporations would reduce
both time and harassment.

Md. Nurul Alam, Director General (Additional Secretary), National Productivity
Organisation (NPO) stressed the need for more careful data collection in research
activities, which would help in better policy formulation. He also highlighted the
importance of identifying how industrial services affect productivity.

Former DCCI President Ashraf Ahmed emphasized that there should be more
focus on statistical analysis of collected data and said this survey could serve as a
foundation for future research initiatives.

Nesar Ahmed, International Trade Expert (Former Additional Secretary), Support
to Sustainable Graduation Project (SSGP), stated that Bangladesh has utilized
most of the benefits available before LDC graduation while the questionnaire for
the research should be further refined to improve accuracy.

Dr. Syed Muntasir Mamun, Director General, International Trade, Investment &
Technology Wing, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, said that foreign investors’
confidence in the country’s overall economy, industrial sector and public and
private institutions is vital for expanding trade and attracting further investment.
He also suggested including the agriculture sector in the study for a more
comprehensive view.

Dr. Saif Uddin Ahammad, Joint Secretary, TSM Wing, Ministry of Commerce &
Chief Executive Officer (Additional Charge), Bangladesh Foreign Trade Institute
(BFTI) stressed coordination between Dhaka Chamber’s collected data and other
institutional datasets.

Nawshad Mustafa, Director, SME & Special Programmes Department (SMESPD),
Bangladesh Bank mentioned that policies for SMEs have already been simplified,
but if specific data on challenges in loan access could be shared, it would help the
central bank to take targeted measures.

Dr. Md. Salim Al Mamun, Director (Research), Chief Economist's Unit,
Bangladesh Bank emphasized on including agricultural data in future district-
based research.

Dr. Md. Aynul Islam, Professor of Depariment of Economics, Jagannath
University recommended evaluating whether the study could adopt established
international research formulas and suggested publishing a summary of the
findings in reputed journals.

Dr. Md. Deen Islam, Research Director, RAPID & Associate Professor,
Department of Economics, University of Dhaka suggested revising the research
methodology for better understanding of the overall macroeconomic situation.

Dr. Mohammad Jasim Uddin, Research Director, Bangladesh Institute of
International and Strategic Studies (BIISS) suggested revising the sampling
method to allow for more detailed data inclusion.

Miah Rahmat Ali, Senior Private Sector Specialist, International Finance
Corporation (IFC), World Bank Group mentioned that the government is working
on introducing a new Insolvency Act to facilitate business processes.

DCCI Vice President Md. Salem Sulaiman along with members of the Board of
Directors were present, among others, on the occasion.
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Dhaka’s economy driven by manufacturing sector with 56%
share: DCCI

The manufacturing sector dominates Dhaka district's economy, contributing 56 percent
compadred to the service sector's 44 percent, according to a new study by the Dhaka Chamber

of Commerce and Industry (DCCI).

The findings were revealed during a Focus Group Discussion on Saturday at the DCCI
auditorium, where the chamber presented its Economic Position Index (EPI), a data-driven tool
designed to offer real-time insights into the country’s economic activities and guide policy

formulation.

Presenting the keynote paper, AKM Asaduzzaman Patwary, Acting Secretary General of DCC],
said the study surveyed 654 respondents between February and March 2025 — 365 from the

manufacturing sector and 289 from the services sector.

The manufacturing sample covered eight industries: food products, textiles, readymade
garments, leather and leather goods, pharmaceuticals, medicinal chemicals and botanical

products, rubber and plastic products, other non-metallic mineral products and basic metals.

The services sector included wholesale and retail trade, land transport and real estate activities.

Patwary recommended prioritising improved law and order, uninterrupted energy supply for
industries, financial sector strengthening, simplified loan disbursement and lower interest rates,
enhanced trade infrastructure, stronger local supply chains, expanded export markets and

reduced VAT on import—export goods.

Former DCCI President Abul Kasem Khan noted that the ready-made garment sector receives
disproportionate benefits compared to other industries, complicating direct comparisons. He
underscored the need for SME development, digitisation of trade licensing, and benchmarking

against competitor countries to improve policy effectiveness.

Md Nurul Alam, Director General of the National Productivity Organisation, stressed the

importance of accurate data collection for sound policymaking.

Former DCCI President Ashraf Ahmed also highlighted the role of statistical analysis in

supporting future research.

International trade expert Nesar Ahmed observed that Bangladesh has largely exhausted its

pre-LDC graduation advantages and urged refinement of research tools for greater precision.
Syed Muntasir Mamun, Director General of the International Trade, Investment & Technology
Wing at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, suggested incorporating the agriculture sector to present

a more complete economic picture and emphasised maintaining investor confidence.

Meanwhile, Saif Uddin Ahammad, Joint Secretary at the Ministry of Commerce and CEO
(Additional Charge) of the Bangladesh Foreign Trade Institute, called for better alignment
between DCCI's findings and other institutional datasets, along with broader sectoral inclusion

such as light engineering and service industries.

According to DCCI, the EPI will function as a key policy-support instrument, providing insights
into production, sales, orders, exports, employment, and investment trends — enabling

policymakers to make timely, evidence-based economic decisions.
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