Financial Express

NBR rejects
claims of
restrictions
on Benapole
land port
operation

FE REPORT

The National Board of
Revenue (NBR) on Sunday
dismissed media reports
claiming that customs
authorities had imposed
restrictions on import and
export operations through
the Benapole land port after
6:00 pm.

In a clarification, the NBR
said no new order or
restrictions had been
imposed by the customs
authorities regarding the
entry or exit of goods
through the country's largest
land port.

"Import and export activities
at Benapole are continuing
as usual under the existing
procedures," the statement
reads.
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The revenue board urged all
stakeholders and service
recipients not to be misled by
such reports and to continue
availing customs services at
the port as before.

The NBR also called upon
print and electronic media
outlets to dispel confusion
and present accurate
information to the public.
Earlier in a press release, the
Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) has expressed deep
concern over the suspension
of trade operations through
Benapole Land Port after
6:00 pm, calling for
immediate withdrawal of the
restriction to prevent
disruption to bilateral trade
and revenue losses.

The decision, reportedly
taken by Benapole Customs
to curb the infiltration of
illegal goods and smuggling,
was made without prior
consultation with
stakeholders, the DCCI said
and warned that this could
severely hamper trade
activities at the country's
largest land port.

When contacted, Benapole

Customs Commissioner
Khaled Mohammad Abu
Hossain also rejected the
claim, saying that thereis a
propaganda about the
suspension of the port's
activities, which is
'‘completely baseless’.
"If it were true, it would
require an official order.
However, no one has been
able to present such an order
to support this claim," he
told The Financial Express.
"1 joined nearly three months
ago, and our operations have
been continuing as per the
usual routine. We are working
closely with the port
authority," he added.
He further mentioned that the
port has been making
continuous efforts to
facilitate business, which
largely depends on
cooperation from their
counterparts on the Indian
side.
"The Indian side starts work
late, which is why their trucks
arrive at Benapolein the
afternoon. If they could start
earlier in the morning, it would
help us provide better
service," Abu Hossain said.
newsmanjasi@gmail.com
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Business Correspondent

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) urged the authori-
ties concerned to withdraw
the restriction on Benapole
port operation after 6pm
for restoring normal busi-
ness activities.

In a press statement, the
chamber mentioned that as
Benapole is the largest land
port in the country which
handles the majority of
Bangladesh's bilateral trade
with India there could have
significant implications for
cross-border trade and rev-
enue generation due to this
decision.

According to Bangladesh
Land Port Authority, dur-
ing the fiscal year 2024-25,
the total volume of
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DCCI for withdrawing
restriction of Benapole
port operation after 6pm

Bangladesh's import and
export through this port
was 20,11,268 and 4,21,713
metric tonnes respectively.

Therefore, DCCI
observed that such an
abrupt and unexpected
decision is likely to cause
significant financial losses
to traders, while also
reducing revenue earnings
of the port authority.

Furthermore, due to the
shortened  operational
hours, a large number of
trucks carrying goods par-
ticularly perishable items-
are now stranded on both
sides of the border, creat-
ing risks of damage and
wastage.

Besides, as a result of
this decision, all con-
cerned businesses will
have adverse impact and it

may also increase the lead
time in international trade.

DCCI believes coordi-
nated efforts among port
authorities and law
enforcement agencies are
essential to prevent illegal
trade and smuggling.

DCCI also thinks that if
export-import operations
remain open for more
hours , the infiltration of
illegal goods and smug-
gling will be reduced sig-
nificantly.

Bangladesh  Customs
has decided to suspend all
import and export activi-
ties at the Benapole land
port after 6 pm each day,
triggering long queues of
stranded cargo trucks
along the Bangladesh-
India border and sparking
outrage among traders.



TRUE & IMPARTIAL

MONDAY, 27 OCTOBER 2025

ysun

Evening restrictions choke trade

flows at Benapole Lan

Amanur Aman, Kushtia

An abrupt policy change halting all import and export
activities at Benapole Land Port after 6pm, imple-
mented without prior notice or transition measures,
has significantly disrupted the supply chain.

The authorities state that the measure is intended
to prevent the entry of undocumented and smuggled
goods.

Following the decision, extensive queues of cargo
trucks have clogged the Bangladesh-India border, im-
posing severe financial strain on importers and ex-
porters.

Customs authorities state that the decision was fi-
nalised after consultations with the port's C&F Agents
Association.

However, the association disputes this, stating that
while the matter was discussed, no decision was ap-
proved.

A source from the Indian import sector stated that
this unilateral decision violates trade policies between
India and Bangladesh.

The port office states that on 1 August 2017, both
countries announced the launch of the 24-hour Bena-
pole-Petrapole Integrated Check Post (ICP).

In 2024, the National Board of Revenue directed
all customs houses nationwide to operate 24/7.

However, this directive remains unimplemented at
Benapole, undermining Bangladesh’s regional trade
competitiveness.

According to traders, persistent lack of coordina-
tion between port and customs operations leads to
recurring administrative borttlenecks.

With daily rtrade valued at approximately

Trucks laden with perishable
goods face imminent spoilage
risks

Truck entries at the port have
dropped from 400-450 to
180-200 daily

DCCI voices serious concern

Tk200-250 crore passing through the port,
reduced operational hours have directly slowed
economic activity.

Port sources indicate that more than 1,500 trucks
remain stranded at the border each day.

Many carry perishable items -- fruits, vegetables,
fish, cosmetics, and chemical raw materials -- that are
now increasingly at risk of spoilage. Where previously
400-450 trucks entered the port daily, the figure has
now dropped to 180-200.

Industry estimates indicate that goods worth
Tk100-150 crore remain undelivered daily due to
the restriction, causing significant losses for business-
es and costing the government several crores in daily
revenue.

Traders contend that the blanket restriction is un-
justified and enforcement should focus on offenders

d Port

involved in illegal imports—not the broader business
community.

Anarul Islam, a C&F business man told that shut-
ting operations after evening without advance notice
is unacceptable. Hundreds of trucks are stuck on both
sides of the border, causing massive financial losses.

“If the gridlock continues, traders will shift to alter-
native ports like Bhomra, Hili, or Sonamasjid, and
government revenue will decline,” he warned.

President of Jashore Chamber of Commerce
Mizanur Rahman Khan told the Daily Sun in the
morning that such decisions require consultation
with affected businesses.

"Reducing service hours unilaterally is neither
trade-friendly nor aligned with national economic in-
terests,” he said.

This correspondent, however, could not immedi-
ately contact the land port officials for a quote.

Meanwhile, the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCI) has voiced serious concern over the
abrupt suspension of all import and export opera-
tions at Benapole Land Port without prior notice or
consultation.

The Benapole Customs' decision, aimed at pre-
venting illegal goods infiltration and smuggling, is
likely to disrupt overall trade activities, the DCCI
stated.

The Bangladesh Land Port Authority reports that
in the fiscal year 2024-25, Bangladesh’s imports and
exports through Benapole Port totalled 2,011,268
and 421,713 tonnes,respectively.

Thus, this abrupt decision is likely to cause sub-
stantial financial losses for traders and reduce the
port authority’s revenue, said the trade body.



BENAPOLE PORT

DCCI concerned
about early closure

Stafl Correspondent

DHAFA Chamber of Com-
merce and [ndustry has
EIFIHHEE]. concarn ovar
the sudden decision to sus-
pend all import and export
operations through Bena-
pole Land Port after 6:00pm
without prior notice and
consultation.

The decision, rteport-
edly taken by the Benapole
Customs to prevent the
infiltration and smuggling
of illegal goods, 15 hikely to
hamper overall trade ac-
tivities, the DMCCI said in
a press release issued on
Sundaw.

Earlier om Saturdaw,
Bangladesh Customs sus-
pended all import and ex-
port activities at the Bena-
pole land port after 6:00pm
each day to curb the fow
of smuggled and undocu-
mented goods.

However, Md Shamsur
Rahman, president of the
Benapole Customs CE&F
Agents Association, told
Mew Age that the customs
aunthority has only taken
a decision on perishable
goods, not on all items.

‘The trade activities for
all other products would
remain as usual,’ he added.

Mentionable, on August
1, 2017, the authorities of
both countries announced
that the Benapole-Petra-
pole Integrated Check Post
would operate 24 howurs.

In the press release, the
DCCI said that, as Benapole
is the largest land port in
the country and handles
the majority of Bangla-
desh’s bilateral trade with
India, this decision could
have significant implica-
tions for cross-border trade
and revenue generation.
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According o the Bangla-
desh Land Port Authaority, dur
ing the fiscal vear 202425, the
total volume of Bangladesh's
mpeort and through this
port was 20,11,268 tonmes and
4.21.713 tonnes, respectively.

Moreover, such an alapt
and unesgpacted decision is like-
by to canse significant fnaneial
Iossas for traders and reduce fhe
ot anthaoritys revenue.

Thue to the shortemad opera-
tomal hours, a large number of
trucks carrying goods. partico-
larly perishable items, are now
strancled on both sides of the
age and wastage,’ the press re-
lease added.

As a result of this deci-
gicn, all concemed businesses
wonlld be adversaly affected,
and it mayv also mcreass lead
times in international tracde,

DCCT urged port authorities
and lany enforcement agencies
to coordinate efforts to prevent
illegal trade and smuggling,

Showing smuggling as a
reason to suspend trade op-

erabions at the country's larg-
et land port is not acceptahles,
DIDCT said. DCCT also said that
if export-import operations Te-
main open, infittration of illegsal
goods and smiggling would be
sigmificantly reduced.

To restore nonmal st
ness operations, the Dhaka
Chamber virged the aintherities
concerned to withdraw the im-
posed restrictions at the sarli-
est and take effective measures
to ensure smooth and uninter-
rupted trades activities at Bena-
pole Land Port.



SR ST 8

AN e

CIEE , 29 B 203

COISIGERE
EUEKERICE
PT&ItE 7

EIERIES

u S efeave

PRAel A1 2iEfe 2elB WAy TeE SFaAE
e B B e ) D ) | i ol )
wire SmiE (feMtml)| sowe @RaE
feronss «e = el s wm
RIS T EIE A |

3038-3¢ T F < T (g A 20
A4 5> TGF T 29T AR E |
@I 2 IR 2N DG 959 BT 297 | T8 &
it weg Fgam o@| AR Zeam
EooT ol For e o B B £ et P | G o
A ASRE AW TWEE W3 AmA
SEEEEE WA oemaE O, fem e
E i e e A e e o G
WA |« PrEE ieeng FeEine Feus
WA G2 PTG A fore 5157 @ne
GG SRl (O B0 | WA 2T S
& (BIATGIE @I 998 Tg71 & (AT =%
b s e 1 ) o o) | o e A e e i i
621 2 1 e 51 A < A B O 5 o



FIEE, 29 WREET 03¢

QAN FRE 219 oSy =
I RICRDEARCEALGE

B 3EEe [T

(@A BAawia &7 Yo o -
79[ e 3= g e e s
FAZ T (@ I TAC W TG
(THDTEZ) | Tzl ToFE OF AQqm
fewfere wFE, oF @Ee I g8fs T
@A FA9d M AEE *F AAGEAD
HriH-a%H 9% qE T A
ST THARE % FAA | 9IS [N
I Fod T 2TE IR TAWE FeTT
AT 7 SrwiE-qgiaa S
G TR T | FIEATT T FeoTwE
T TN, 2038-3¢ AR (@A
T farg (16 20 7Y 5 THE vy (7hs
B #4f] STwif «q2 8 Y Q) 2SE 959
(IeS O =17 981 2FE |

Tt WA @, Srwife-agie
AIFA FAT (FETF TE TWET 92
ST SO T2 “9arE! 5T RrrTe
Il AR TEAEE  eferaieerg
([FEABS &TF (A |

(5FTdd TS, (94 A Sgerae
& GRHFAH @Y I99 FgIF € A
ﬁmﬂm@ﬂaﬁmwéﬁﬁ
Faiz YEAvic TA| g THIAMS
TrwH-ag sET 75 I F e
AAo| 79 | et WW e
¢ FOfRE JRARE FE@T 57 AFEA
(HIABIEAR ST I92 FA A | ALIA0
VA @A AIE T YR o
FGT I3 INE Frare uieEne gonenEs
G T TP S I SiE |



"

A, 29 SR 203G

CEIFHC?TI?'{ Bﬁi?l“i?i

L~

B
ﬂmﬁ‘@fﬁ'ﬂ

FENA, FreH
SHI-TEe

e wifad e freas e s
Ea [ R [ G G e o M O o ol
wE Hrelfe MR (T - -CAGTLATA
Eaad GH'-‘MIF'*I q?P\SlH ‘Pl?i o 7‘!?{
meqﬁ (AF A DHBI
*[E FIETNE 2T 9 Ya09 *IEIE 515 @
AFE qb] (AE Ay Bl AHE FHAEADIE
GI%F (9171151 Be1ad aras S40e e |
@R B FEETEE AH TSEE
AFTA  (@AROE e 9rEsT
ST efefiame 9 (Forad
o/« fHale (=7 2 | Aesideae weTerte
wE S s @ sy e ame |
T 140 B o o W o
S Geite A< caEel BE e
Feifoad (@rF Ayl YOIF #E 79 =wd
SH-aEele FEET 9% FE o
EATATE FBAT FYOF | G TEE
WE (WA wEewa SseEE W T
A GHAFE U FE FeTEIE G
& fd, faeims sirge @<, s g
TS AT |
FENIE g9 e efeqw G
s fagfe @@ v@l 9 S” FIAT
T @ THE (5H1E O T S5
z2ulf% | @il Wil sEe, 93 Fae
e (fedseE eSE (T, 9l Meed
Hfes sdAifoa gy wowd |
A (I o9 FET ST %15 Teife
e FENE 4 A, @erE b
] FHAELE (A we SrmifE-aEelfE
@td A | wel @fefan e 8oo-8¢ofB
G &ia=l Sareie SIEN0HE B Bfa*m @]
T Sro-200B08 (N WV{ ofas
@R & FTHE WS A WO
STEG] FEE Alae TEE fof |
(@A Beararad s = @
FEE, wEE awa AfsEE $h, eE
FEAHE SN B[Y] F0A A B
T4 AGA WG | ©IE FEAT 8 TIARHA
T TS U & A A
Fql BAE |




fa=s ar2en

GIER, 29 SMERET 03¢

DCCI

QNN ST WO
[ PG I OIF
BRI ©ra!

forerg afferave

Y e Weerde ¢ (ABEE @nd
@A TAT90a 77T LBIE AR AT 4Ad

-~y v o G »

7 CHLoR AN IAFMEE 260 Swlie-

IAE TR TR o4 WY,
3038-2¢ THE & FEdwd W AHANAR
-2 el fem TUeEE 20 ;5
LG b G 8 ANWY 3 TER ¢ @G
HNT | T O A SRR Taed ¥
areeia wifde wfoz e 2@ At
feFPrze g #9v REioe @ o9
GEA 20| GBS S A% A
A Y DEAT T9EE FATA BCPFR ST
72 o TeA™ gl ol g « e

T2 O3 UESlieE = e 5oy @
TG ABE (514 oA |

GAY A SFETE & (BRISER
@AMFE Twa FLTF Q@ (A TEA
TR AR ANAE ATEAE I
9% 9TE F9 AEeAl 9T @9 (Sfers
FTe G TAEE SAA-AgiE IG5
147 TORIS @AATSITEE AAOA 74 A WA
at fd 22 ol R |



wrew e firmromery ses® The dally junnlmhn

TR, 2Q MR 03¢

DCCI
4

B (5N WA =W WS §e1n

(IAICATCE TR 2} IS
0T JIE (AFO3HF
MO (F(J : 1T (BFR

wtafeE faren™ 1 = F carmen =1
2@ TIEI2 WY *fF WGATI4 @
(OB CATE (ST Bea=wa wia
TET COIF o ASE 499 St
g1l 2% @ Trans Anfee
zifefars sty @fsass ge=
(FEE 0 F04, BIF] (5UIF OI9 975
wire ety () |
mmmawm
HEZE (74 GATSE FH AT
AT TR -ASIE TS
(&t rrers 7o =E 4TS |
(AT T FEACHF OUT (S,
3038-3¢ YR & FAZE Urh
AT ST -aglhg vfame fem
TUIEFTH 30,50,200 @ 8,3),9d0 (s
B #¢f] | W12 & {404
Pranes wta 2@ i wfed
. IR TF, AT BT FEE
AR TATA | @ TTIE STMIA-a e
A wefiee 2eury Tvicad ¥ AT
SLAEAS GHLL] ATATS] BT
(A 5T HTTT T8 20H WEHH
HTE] (ofd e | @ e
WfEwenag wae #efag aEanme
68 2979 922 UEETeF A=A
e B3 (A0e 16T FABEA] (ol
e |
LAY AT TGS 8 (BRIBEAR
(AHSTH T%d FOH S (M*F I124
SICATHETAT RE T ACEAE
FCIE 27T &2 F41 TG | Ol
g9 fefere #4q5e @ gwEd Arwfa-
@i FrEs 9% a4 TrEne EIE
©ITE3 Ao 7 A0 A0 B4,
FBITaE | T Trees TR
FTEGT B AT (BIATBTEA 25
A A0 [T F04 51T (5917 |
ZRAIEE FESCE e SeAEEE
Teary wiEre @ e genzd
v GETSTEEE IE AR S DI
(6¥1F 2% FENH(E YA GHIE |




Jsaa “laan

FINEIR, Q4 SCRRE 03¢

A2 403 T YOI 79
aﬁwzﬁm—ﬂ@

oy afstanss, oIl

mmq ESENCE RS m?nm
TR WO 7 (A N A
annw J@N FGT I=® A
| GF AT T G2 P
Fea e, 92 S T
DT EISEIRIGIN
@A Prereas @mﬁ
AR AP S, amlw
] YOI 71 (AT KRR ik
S (I 216 Svi-aii~ Sl
qR AN TS MINGIDEAGEARG
aifFeiee Teon oms ?ﬁﬁmi
TR | 27! GIFATE! A I
ST 2RI S5t #ITea T3
=S ez |
K BRCIRICRAE QIR &=
e Bl (GRIF o[ 1 <5
oz (febPmeE) @A,
(BIIBIETI Al ST 2Atela SR
(FE T TG G TP
TR AT TR A
@A THe| O[@ @ IgEte
AR 719 A0 Bl 70
IR (FreRE Jeiae 71
fefAtmNg s 3@, @Y Afees

» FlOr® 7Cl% 53, IR RGPS
» (SIRIDTEN (GRITe 9 5 A
[\ |
» S0y Praleit donzid 6 T3
FolE TG = |
6T 2T 92 AL DG I b 21 921 = @3 e
SPE | (BHED qo0%, @EE ez ST 2 3% A
ZRWME M CRted NE Pl S e ¢ FIie,
RG] o I T T 11 7 SR P [ B | T MRS Bfe @4l

Afoifere zm1 @A e
PRGN T A2 2@ of AE
ﬂ?ﬁ%c@ r,nuw:nw S A |
S SIRE0E Pt A5z
TN IeRE T AN
iRl

AFN ZoTawe PG
ST SRR, R038-3¢ SR
@A 0T S0 & O TEF 5
o7 SV G2 8 #1148 2GR

| Tt v2 A 2o *[©

2! G SR AP IR(&E
MY 8 FRGS 207 Too 7
2GR ST Z—ﬁ TR
TR T2, 2 TIeTe
PTaIE ey Jlioer LS F0- l,
BRI (G RGBT
piEne dfewm ss, I @R
A eferiael we vde 3
SeA |




