Call for cuordmated ecosystem to boost export growth

FE REPORT

MNon-compliance with international
halal standards, inadequate logistics,
and a shortage of skilled manpower
are among the key bottlenecks
hindering the growth of Bangladesh's
promising halal sector, industry
experts and stakeholders said on
Saturday.

Other major obstacles included tariff
and certification challenges as well as
alack of modern laboratories, they
said and advocated for a coordinated
ecosystem to support the growth of
the halal industry in the country.
These observations were made during
a focus group discussion titled
'Development of Bangladesh Halal
Industry: Challenges and Prospects’,
organised by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry (DCCI) at its
office in the capital.

The experts noted that despite the
global halal market reaching an
estimated value of USS 3 trillion,
Bangladesh's export earnings from
this sector remain below USS 1 billion.
In his welcome address, DCCI Senior
Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury
said Bangladesh has yet to fully
capitalise on the halal industry's
potential due to the absenceof a
unified halal ecosystem and the lack
of an independent authority for
issuing globally accredited halal
certifications.

The rapidly growing global halal
industry is currently valued at about
U5 S 3trillion and is projected to
reach USS 9.45 trillion by 2034, he
said, adding that Bangladesh's halal
exports are limited to around USS 850
million, mostly in agro-based
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Structural gaps holding back BD's
halal industry: Experts

Partlclpa nisata d iscussion titled 'Development of Bangladesh Halal
Industry: Challenges and Prospects’, organised by the Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce & Industry at its office in the capital on Saturday.

products.

Chowdhury stressed the urgent need
for an independent halal certification
board and joint public-private
collaboration to establish
internationally accredited testing
laboratories in the country.

In his keynote presentation, Dr.
Mominul Islam, Assistant Professor at
IUBAT, identified multiple structural
and institutional shortcomings in the
current system.

He pointed out that both the islamic
Foundation and the Bangladesh
Standards and Testing Institution
(B5T1) issue halal certifications, often
leading to procedural complexities
and inefficiencies.

Dr. Islam further identified other
critical barriers such as lack of modern
equipment in testing labs, weak
international branding, limited
participation of SMEs, absence of a
unified national halal policy and

inadequate supply chain
infrastructure.

Md Abul Kalam Azad, Assistant
Manager (Export) at Paragon Group,
advocated for a digital certification
and compliance auditing system to
ensure halal product quality.
Sayadul Haq Bhuiyan, AGM and Head
of Supply Chain at Bengal Meat,
emphasised value addition and the
use of blockchain technology to trace
the life cycle of animals used in meat
production,

He also underscored the need for
certification authorities in
Bangladesh to meet international
accreditation standards.

Md. Abu Saleh Patwary, Deputy
Director at the Islamic Foundation,
noted that no single government
body is fully capable of managing
halal certification independently,
which necessitates multi-agency
coordination.

He emphasised the importance of
stronger government oversight to
ensure the quality of halal-certified
products.
Baby Rani Karmakar, Director General-
1({Joint Secretary) at the Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB), said that
while the global halal market is
growing at around 12 per cent annually,
Bangladesh is lagging behind.
She called for coordinated efforts to
increase the country's global market
share.
Md. Ariful Hoque, Director General
{Joint Secretary), International
Investment Promotion at BIDA, said
the halal sector could play a pivotal
role in post-LDC export
diversification.
He added that the government is
actively considering the
establishment of a dedicated halal
industry economic zone.
During the open-floor discussion, M.
Abu Hurairah, former Vice President
of DCCI, highlighted the economic
transformation in rural Bangladesh,
with women increasingly involved in
productive sectors.
He proposed offering small-scale
financial incentives at low interest
rates to encourage rural women's
participation in animal husbandry,
which could boost halal food exports.
Among others, DCCI Director Enamul
Haque Patwary and former Senior
Vice President Alhaj Abdus Salam also
spoke.
DCCI Vice President Md. Salem
Sulaiman, members of the board of
directors, and key stakeholders from
both public and private sectors were
also present.
talhabinhabib@yahoo.com
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Bangladesh missing out on

S$3tn global halal market

Businesspeople demand independent authority to issue accredited certifications

STAR BUSINESS REPORT
Bangladesh is failing to tap into
the S3 trillion global market for
halal products as exports remain
below $1billion, mainly due to the
absence ol a proper ecosystem
and an independent authority
Lo issue accredited certilications,
said businesspeople,

This rapidly growing industrv
is projected toreach $9.45 trillion
by 2034. However, Bangladesh's
exports ol mostly agro based
products are limited to around
S850 million, they added.

The comments came at an
event organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) in the capital
vesterday.

Razeev H Chowdhury, senior
vice president  of  the DCCI,
said that in addition to Muslim
consumers, many non-Muslim
countries are now showing
growing interest in  halal
products due to their quality and
hvgienic production processes.

Given the current pace of
expansion in the global halal
market, Bangladesh has a
significant opportunity to tap
into this sector, he added.

“As the fourth-largest
Muslim -majority  country in
the world, and with abundant
agricultural,  livestock, and
fisheries resources, Bangladesh
holds strong potential,” he said.

However, Chowdhury
expressed disappointment that
currently, non-Muslim countries
produce most ol the halal
products available worldwide.

“Bangladesh’s readymade
garment sector has already
demonstrated its capabilities on
the global stage. Now, it is time
10 develop the halal industry as

lack of modern laboratories and
technology, and a shortage of
skilled manpower, he said.

Chowdhury suggested
implementing an automated
certification system, establishing
advanced laboratory facilities,
and strengthening traceability
and logistics  support (o
overcome these barriers.

He also emphasised
the need to lorm a *“Halal
Certilication Board” comprising
representatives ol the state
run Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institution (BSTI) and the
Bangladesh Islamic Foundation
(BIF) to ensure global recognition
of local certilicates.

Additionally, he said,
Bangladesh must strictly follow
the guidelines of the Standards
and Metrology Institute for
[slamic Countriesandtakestrong
diplomatic and commercial
initiatives to promote its halal
products internationally.

In a presentation, Mominul
Islam, assistant professor at
the International University
ol Business Agriculture and
Technology, pointed out that
both the BIF and BSTT issue halal
certilicates, olten resulting in
procedural complexities.

He added that key barriers to
the sector’s development include
the lack ol modern equipment,
skilled human resources, and
supply  chain systems; weak
country  branding;  limited
small and medium enterprise

participation; and the absence ol

a unilied halal policy,

Md  Abul Kalam  Azad,
assistant manager for export at
I’aragon Group, emphasised the
need for a digital, technology
based halal certification system
and compliance audits to ensure

Razeev H Chowdhury, senior vice-president
of the DCCI, said many non-Muslim
countries are now showing growing interest
in halal products due to their quality and
hygienic production processes

a new driver of our economy,” he
added.

Despite the vast potential,
Bangladesh faces several
structural  and  institutional
challenges in developing the
halal industry, including low
awareness of halal standards,

product quality.

AGM Savadul Haq Bhuivan,
head of supply chain and export
at Bengal Meat, underscored the
importance ol value addition and
the use ol blockchain technology
to trace animal life-cycle data.

He also stressed that halal

Bangladesh’s opportunities

Bangladesh's Most exports Bangladesh is The country has
O Thecurrent globalhall  halal exportsare | fromBangladesh | missingoutonthe | strang potential as
market is worth around currentlyunder | oreagro-based | booming global a Muslim-majority
S3tn $tb products market nation
O The market could reach
$9.45tn by 2034 Challenges .
O NonMsimcoutes Lack of owareness and testing
alsoseerisingdemand  |ghoratories Introduce automated certification
O Most halal productsare  The absence of a central halal systems
currently produced in certification board Improve testing labs and infrastructure
non-Muslim countries : ,
Multiple certifying bodies cause Bring policy reforms for sectoral growth
procedural delays and inconsistencies —
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certification  authorities  in
Bangladesh  must  achieve
international accreditation
standards.

Abu Saleh Patwary, deputy
director at the BIF, mentioned
that currently no government
entity is capable enough (o
independently  issue  halal
certilicates, lTor which several
institutions  coordinate  this
process.

He also emphasised enhanced
sovernment  monitoring  lor
quality  assurance of halal
products.
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director general-1 at the Export
Promotion Bureau, highlighted
that the global halal market
IS growing by approximately

12 percent annually, but
Bangladesh is still lagging
behind.

She «called for concerted

efforts to increase Bangladesh's
market share in the global halal
industry.

Arilul Hoque, director
general ol international
investment promotion at
the Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority, stated
that Bangladesh's halal sector

could play a vital role in export
diversification  lollowing  its
graduation from least developed
country status.

He said the government
is seriously considering
establishing a dedicated
economic zone for the halal
industry.

Aminul  Islam, director
general ol the Bangladesh
Accreditation Board, said

Bangladesh is lagging behind in
global halalmarketparticipation
and that coordinated ellorts
could help unlock the sector's
[ull potential.
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Experts call for stronger halal
infrastructure to boost Bangladesh’s

BUSINESS - BANGLADESH

TBS REPORT

Bangladesh’s ambition to capture a larg-
er share of the $3.5 trillion global halal
market by 2028 is being constrained by
its weak halal infrastructure, according
to a study presented by industry experts.

The global halal market refers to the
worldwide industry for products and
services that comply with Islamic di-
etary and ethical laws (halal).

Despite strong domestic demand
from a Muslim-majority population of
more than 170 million, the country’s
halal ecosystem — including certified
slaughterhouses, testing laboratories
and traceability systems — remains un-

_derdeveloped, said Dr Mominul Islam of
International University of Business Ag-
riculture and Technology (IUBAT).

He made the remarks yesterday while
presenting a keynote paper on “Devel-
opment of Bangladesh Halal Industry:

» Halal market refers to wu'rldwide
industry for products, services that
comply with Islamic dietary, laws

» Bangladesh aims to capture a

larger share of the $3.5 trillion
global halal market by 2028

» Outdated slaughtering
facilities, weak
traceability, and
conventional

production methods
are major barriers

Leading/companies (Bengal
Meat, BRAC Dairy, Pran Foods)

adopted modern machines and
digital tools

Metamorphosis Managing Di-

global competitiveness

Challenges and Opportunities” at the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI) auditorium.

The report identified outdated
slaughtering facilities, weak traceability
systems and reliance on conventional
production methods as major barriers to
international compliance. Most slaugh-
tering operations are still carried out in
traditional abattoirs with limited adher-
ence to global halal standards, in con-
trast to countries like Australia, which
maintain robust traceability through
bodies such as the Australian Halal Au-
thority and Accreditation (AHAA), ac-
cording to the report. :

The study also pointed to a technol-
ogy and supply chain gap, noting that
much of Bangladesh’s halal production
still depends on manual systems. Al-
though leading companies such as Ben-
gal Meat, BRAC Dairy and Pran Foods
have adopted modem slaughtering ma-
chines and digital traceability tools, the
sector overall

DCC Senior Vice President Ra-

suffers from limited R&D funding
and low awareness among small
and medium enterprises, the study
has found.

Experts stressed that adopting
technologies such as blockchain
and QR-based tracking could
strengthen authenticity, global
competitiveness and consumer

- confidence,

Speaking at the focus group
discussion, Export Promotion Bu-
reau Director General-1 Baby Rani
Karmakar said, “The avenues for
collaboration are open, but Bangla-
desh must strengthen its readiness.
To secure a place in the global ha-
lal market, we need coordinated
action, stronger branding, and a
proactive presence on international
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rector and COO Sadig M Alam said,
“Bangladesh needs a single digital
platform for halal registration, cer-
tification, and traceability; support-
ed by tamper-resistant electronic
certificates and blockchain-backed
systems, This ecosystem will connect
manufacturers, labs, logistics, and
buyers, enabling SMEs to join the
halal industry more easily and trans-
parently.”

Bangladesh Accreditation
Board Director General Mohd
Aminul Islam said, “The global
halal market is now worth trillions
‘of dollars, and Bangladesh cannot
afford to stay behind. With the
right policy support, certification,
and private-sector engagement,
our halal industry can become a
major driver of export growth."

zeev H Chowdhury, who moderated
the session, said, “Bangladesh holds
immense potential in the global ha-
lal economy, but awareness, mod-
em infrastructure, and internation-
al compliance remain our biggest
challenges. To build a credible halal
ecosystem, we must introduce au-
tomated certification, strengthen
testing and logistics, and align our
standards with global benchmarks.”
For sustainable growth, the
study recommended investment in
dedicated halal-compliant slaugh-
terhouses and improved logistics
infrastructure, It also suggested
learning from Malaysia’s govemn-
ance model, Indonesia’s certifi-
cation framework and Thailand’s
branding strategy to build a global- .
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THE absence of an eﬁeclive
halal ecosystem gnd an inde-
pendent authority for issuing
accredited halal certificates
excludes desh from the
global halal industry, said the
experts on Saturday.

The current value of the
global halal industry is over
§3 trillion and is projected to
reach $9.45 trillion by 2034,
where Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation countries are
major markets for the sector.

However, Bangladesh’s
halal exports were limited to
around $850 million yearly,
mostly agm-based products,
they added.

They also said that de-
spite being a Muslim major-
ity country, Bangladesh lags
behind Malaysia, Indonesia,
Brunei, and the United Arab
Emirates in halal certification,
governance, and marlcel ex-
pansion.

They were speaking at a
focus group discussion titled
Development of Bangladesh

Continued from B1'

‘The country also has no
linkage between industry and
educational institutes regard-
ing the halal sector, along with
mformalnatmnalhalaldmg
certification framework,’ the

added.

Moreover, both the Islamic
Foundation and the Bangla-
desh Standards and Testing
Institution currently issue ha-
in procedural complexities,

In his welcome a.ddmss

is projected to reach $9.45 tril-
lion by 2034.

However,  Bangladesh's
halal exports are limited, he
added.snﬁnsthaldmpitethﬂ

Bangladesh fails to tap $3t
global halal industry

Absence of polzcy, ecosystem blamed

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry organises a focus group discussion titled ‘Development
of Bangladesh Halal Industry: Challenges and Prospects’, at its office on Saturday. — Press releme

Halal Industry: Challenges
and Prospects’, organised by
the Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry at’its of-
fice in the capital on Saturday.

At the discussion, Moini-
nul Islam, assistant professor
at the International Univer-
sity of Business Agriculture
and Technology, presented
the keynote. «

He said that about 80 per

cent of the global halal indus-
non-compliance  with inter-
national halal standards, inad-
equate logistics infrastructure,
tariff and certification ‘con-
straints, lack of modern labo-
ratories, shortage of skilled
manpower, and the ahsence of
an integrated halal ecosystem.

He also called for a joint
public-private collaboration
to set up internationally ac-
credited testing laboratories.

- Md Abul Kalam Azad, as-
sistant manager (export) of the

to ensure prod

quality.
AGM Sayadul Haq Bhui-

yan, head of supply chain and

of Bengal Meat, sald
that value addition and the
use of blockchain technology

to trace animal lifecycle data 1

is a must.
He also said that halal cer-

try is occupied by non-Muslim
ma}onty countries, apec:aliy
razil, Australia, and India,
whexe Malaysia and Indonesia
lead the markets among Mus-
lim-majority countries.

- ‘Bangladesh still lacks ef-
fective infrastructure like cer-
tified slaughterhouses, testing
labs, and products’ traceabil-

" ity, along with a unified cer-

tification authority and con-
sistent - government-private

tification authorities in Bang-
ladesh must achieve interna-
tional accreditation standards.

Md Abu Saleh Patwary,
deputy director of the Islamic
Foundation, mentioned that

no single government entity ing

is currently capable of issuing
halal certificates independent-
ly, hence ‘several institutions
caonihm(athlspmmss.

-He also emphasized en-
hanced government monitor-
ing for quality assurance of
thehalalproducts

; Baby Rani Karmakar, direc:
toraenmloftlmExpm
motion Bureau, said that the

glabnlhalalnwketisgmwing
- by appraximately 12 per cent

 annually;

however, Bangla
deahisstilllaglngbahind.

, . She urged concerted efforts
to increase Bangladesh’s mar-

Bangladesh . Investment De-
wlopmenthuthm-ﬂyslnmd

coordination,’ the keynote
presentation added.
,Malaysia and Indonesia
have already apphed block-
chain certification, digital aii-
dits, and Al-based supply chain
, whereas
still lacks limited funding in
researcch and  development,
poor country branding, and
low awareness and training for
small and medium enterprises.
Continued on B2 Col. 1

that Bangladesh’s halal sec-
tor could play a vital role in

-export diversification in the

post-LDC era.
uslmwnmdmng .
ously
a special economic zone
dedicated to halal industries,’
he added.

Mohd Aminul Islam, di-

rector general of Bangladesh
Accreditation Board, said that
Bangladesh is lagging in glob-
al halal market participation
but coordinated efforts could
help unlock lha sector's full

MAbuHumh'ah.fmmr

melE1Mt of the DCCI; |
the government tq offer |
small-scale incentives at mini-
%mtamstmteslomumga

women’s parﬁd tion
in animal hi ﬁhmh
could

governmen
cials also spoke at the event. -
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EXPERTS AT DCCI SEMINAR

Integrated ecosystem essential for
development of halal industry

Business Correspondent

The global market for halal
products is worth about
USD 3 trillion but
Bangladesh's exports
account less than US$1
billion. Speakers at a dis-
cussion at Dhaka Chamber
of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) believe the country
is failing utilize the huge
potentials of the sector.

Absence of an effective
halal ecosystem and lack
of an independent author-
ity to issue accredited cer-
tificates for halal products
in the country are mainly
responsible for this,

The discussion titled
"Development of the Halal
Industry Sector in
Bangladesh; Problems and
Prospects” was held at the
auditorium of the DCCI on
Sunday.

Its Senior Vice President
Rajib H Chowdhury said
on this occasion that the
global market for the fast-
growing and promising
halal food sector is about
US$ 3 trillion and is likely
to increase to US$ 9.45 tril-

lion by 2034,

But Bangladesh exports
only US% 850 million
worth of halal products,
mostly agricultural prod-
ucts. He said the develop-
ment of this sector is not
taking place at the desired
level due to multiple struc-
tural and institutional
challenges facing
Bangladesh.

He said lack of logistics

infrastructure, complexity
of customs duties and cer-
tification, inadequacy of
modern laboratories, lack
of skilled and experienced
manpower, and the overall
lack of a halal ecosystem
are among obstacles to
achieve the desired goal.
Rajib Chowdhury
emphasized on forming an
independent board to
enable the country's halal
food industry to achieve
the international standard.

Dr. Mominul Islam,
Assistant Professor,
Marketing Department of
International University of

Business Agriculture and
Technology (IUBAT) in his

Wie itand lor peopdd's Hghti
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key note said Bangladesh,
Islamic Foundation and
BSTI are the two institu-
tions that issue halal prod-
uct certificates are in fact
creating complications in
many areas.

He said lagging behind
in the use of modern
equipment, branding
image of the country,
absence of SMEs in this
sector, lack of positive

image of the country's
halal products at interna-
tional level, absence of
integrated policies, short-
age of skilled manpower
and lack of structured sup-
ply chain are some of the
major obstacles in this
case.

Aminul Islam, Director
General of Bangladesh
Accreditation Board, Ariful
Haque, Director General
(Joint  Secretary) of
Bangladesh Investment
Development Authority
(BIDA), Baby Rani
Karmakar, Director
General of Export
Promotion Bureau (EPB),
SM Abu S5aid, Deputy
Director (Halal

Certification) of
Bangladesh Standards and
Testing Institute (BSTI)
were present.

Dr. Abu 5aleh Patwary,
Deputy Director of Islamic
Foundation, Sayedul
Haque Bhuiyan, Head of
Supply Chain and AGM of
Bengal Meat, Sadiq M
Alam, Managing Director
of Metamorphosis, Md.
Abul Kalam Azad,
Assistant Manager
(Export) of Paragon Group,
Director Enamul Haque
Patwary, former Senior
Vice President Alhaj Abdus
Salam, Vice President M
Abu Horaira and 5alim
Solaiman were also pres-
ent.

Abul Kalam  Azad
emphasized on providing
digital certificates of halal
products based on infor-
mation technology and
ensuring quality through
production compliance
audits. Sayedul Haque
Bhuivan said that adding
the value to halal products
and storing animal life his-
tory information through
the use of blockchain tech-
nology.

Dr. Abu 5aleh Patwary
no single government
institution has the capaci-
ty to issue halal certificates
in Bangladesh, so such
certificate is being issued
through coordination of
several related institu-
tions. He expressed the
opinion that it is impor-
tant to increase surveil-
lance of government insti-
tutions in controlling the
quality of halal products.
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Despite its immense porential, Bangladesh
has ver to fully capitalise on the wvast
opportunities of the halal industry due to
the absence of an effective halal ecosystem
and an independent authority for issuing
accredited halal certificates, experts said.

They called for addressing existing
challenges and  urilising  available
opportunities ro elevate Bangladesh’s halal
industry to new heights in the global marker.

The experts observed that it is now high
time to build 2 unified, knowledge-based,
and scientifically supported halal ecosystem
in Bangladesh to harness the full porential
of the halal marker.

They alzo noted thart it is not enough for
a product 1o be merely permissible or legal
under religions norms-it must also be pure,
safe, and hygienic. The halal certification
initiatives of the Islamic Foundarion and the
Bangladesh Srandards and Testing
Institurion  (BSTD  have conwibured
significantly to developing the country’s
halal industry.

The speakers made these remarks ar a
focus group discussion titled “Development
of Halal Industry in Bangladesh: Challenges
and Opportunities” organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
at its office in the capital on Saturday.

In his welcome address, DCCI Senior
Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury said

the halal industry is no longer just a religious
concept; it has become one of the fastest-
growing and most promising sectors of the
global economy.

He noted thar the global halal markert is
worth around $3 trillion, while Bangladesh
exports only about $850 million worth of

halal products, most of which are
agricultural. Due to the absence of an
effecrive halal ecosystem and internationally
recognised certification bodies, this highly
potential sector has not achieved its desired
growth.

Razeev H Chowdhury further starved
that the global halal marker is projected to
reach $9.45 willion by 2034, yet
Bangladesh is lagging behind because of
structural and institutional weaknesses.
“Lack of compliance with international
standards, complexities in obtaining
certificates,  shorrage of  modemn
laboratories, and scarcity of skilled
manpower are 2all hindering the
development of a full-fledged halal
ccosystem,” he added.

He emphasised thar o transform the
halal industry into a new driving torce of the
cconomy, it is now imperative to establish
an independent halal certitication board.

Presenting the keynote paper, Dr
Mominul Islam, assistant prof at the
Department of Marketing, TUBAT, said thar
the national-level stakeholder dialogue held
in Dhaka on 2 August and the subsequent

Experts call for unified
efforts to advance
Bangladesh’s halal industry

joint programmes in Malaysia from 12-15
August have paved the way for realising the
dream of establishing a Halal Industrial Hub
in Bangladesh.

He mentioned that more than 300
instumurions in the country have already
received halal certification, adding thar it is
now high time to form 2 unified national
halal authority o ensure coordination
among the Islamic Foundation, BSTI,
academic wnsumrions, and the industrial
sector. Incorporating halal education into
the curricula of schools, colleges, and
universites is also essential, he added.

Dr Islam pointed out that countries such
as Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore have
integrared religious guidelines, scientific
rescarch, and narional branding into
policymaking to advance their halal sectors,
“As 2 Muslim-majority nation, Bangladesh
can also unlock its vast potential by
following a similar path,” he said.

He observed thar Bangladesh is yet to
developa distinet “Halal Country Branding.”
To this end, the speakers suggested
organising large-scale internarional halal
expos and implementing public-private
partership (PPP) projects.

Concluding the discussion, participants
expressed optimism  that through joint
cftorts, ethical commitment, and the use of
modern rechnology, Bangladesh will one
day secure a strong position in the global
halal market-bringing not only economic
prosperity but also spiritual satisfacrion.

The discussants incuded Md Aminul
Islam, director general of the Bangladesh
Accreditation Board; Md Zahirul Islam,
chief execurive officer of Dhaka South City
Corporation; Md Ariful Haque, director
general {joint secretary) of BIDA; Baby Rani
Karmakar, direcror general of EPB; SM
Abu Sayeed, deputy director (Halal
Certification) of BSTI; and Dr Md Abu
Saleh Parowary, deputy director of the
Islamic Foundartion.

DCCIVice President Md Salim Solaiman,
members of the board of direcrors, and
representatives from both public and
private sectors were also present.
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Bangladesh ships $850m
worth of halal products
annually: DCCI
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Bangladesh possesses huge potentials in halal

industry: Experts

A focus group discussion titled “Development of Halal Industry in Bangladesh:
Challenges and Opportunities” organized by the DCCI held at its office in the
capital today. Photo: DCCI

DHAKA, Oct 11, 2025 (BSS) - Experts have called for addressing the challenges
and utilizing the existing opportunities to take Bangladesh’s halal industry into a
new height in the global market.

They said that it is now high time to build a unified, knowledge-based, and
scientifically supported halal ecosystem in Bangladesh in order to harness the full
potentials of the halal market.

They also observed that it is not enough for a product to be merely permissible or
legal under religious norms, it must also be pure, safe, and hygienic. The halal
certification initiatives of the Islamic Foundation and the Bangladesh Standards
and Testing Institution (BSTI) have brought significant progress in developing the
country’s halal industry.

The speakers made these remarks at a focus group discussion titled
‘Development of Halal Industry in Bangladesh: Challenges and Opportunities”
organized by the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) held at its
office in the capital today.

In his welcome address, DCCI Senior Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury said
that the halal industry is no longer just a religious concept; it has now become one
of the fastest-growing and most promising sectors of the global economy.

He noted that the global halal market is worth around $3 trillion, while Bangladesh
exports only about $850 million worth of halal products, most of which are
agricultural. Due to the absence of an effective halal ecosystem and
internationally recognized certification boards, this highly potential sector has not
been able to achieve its desired growth.

Razeev H. Chowdhury further stated that the global halal market is projected to
reach $9.45 ftrilion by 2034, yet Bangladesh is lagging behind because of
structural and institutional weaknesses. “Lack of compliance with international
standards, complexities in obtaining certificates, shortage of modern laboratories,
and scarcity of skilled manpower are all hindering the development of a full-
fledged halal ecosystem,” he added.

He emphasized that in order to turn the halal industry into a new driving force of
the economy, it is now imperative to establish an independent halal certification
board.

Presenting the keynote paper, Dr. Mominul Islam, Assistant Professor at the
Department of Marketing, IUBAT, said that the national-level stakeholder dialogue
held in Dhaka on August 2 and subseqguently the joint programs in Malaysia from
August 12—15 have paved the way for realizing the dream of establishing a Halal
Industrial Hub in Bangladesh.

He mentioned that more than 300 institutions in the country have already received
halal certification, adding that it is now high time to form a unified national halal
authority to ensure coordination among the Islamic Foundation, BSTI, academic
institutions, and the industrial sector.

Incorporating halal education into the curricula of schools, colleges, and
universities is also essential, he added.

Dr. Islam pointed out that countries like Malaysia, Indonesia, and Singapore have
integrated religious guidelines, scientific research, and national branding into
policymaking to advance their halal sectors. "As a Muslim-majority nation,
Bangladesh can also unlock the vast potentials through following a similar path,”
he added.

He observed that Bangladesh is yet to develop a "Halal Country Branding.” To
this end, the speakers suggested organizing large-scale international halal expos
and implementing public-private partnership (PPP) projects.

Concluding the discussion, participants expressed optimism that through joint
efforts, ethical commitment, and the use of modern technology, Bangladesh will
one day secure a strong position in the global halal market by bringing not only
economic prosperity but also spiritual satisfaction.

The discussants included Md. Aminul Islam, Director General of the Bangladesh
Accreditation Board; Md. Zahirul Islam, Chief Executive Officer of Dhaka South
City Corporation; Md. Ariful Haque, Director General (Joint Secretary) of BIDA;
Baby Rani Karmakar, Director General of EPB; S.M. Abu Sayeed, Deputy
Director (Halal Certification) of BSTI; and Dr. Md. Abu Saleh Patowary, Deputy
Director of the Islamic Foundation.

DCCI Vice President Md. Salim Solaiman, members of the Board of Directors,
and representatives from both public and private sectors were also present.
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