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DCCI urges signing of PTA with

Sri Lanka to boost trade

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) has underscored the
importance of signing a
Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) between
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka to
enhance bilateral trade and
investment.

The chamber observed that
Sri Lanka's expertise in
maritime economy, deep-sea
fishing and port
management could play an
important role in building
Bangladesh's capacity in
these key sectors through
technical cooperation.

The DCCI made the
observation at a business
dialogue with the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce held
ata hotel in SriLanka on
Tuesday, as part of avisitbya
DCCI business delegation,
says a statement.

Sri Lanka's Minister for
Industry and
Entrepreneurship
Development Sunil
Handunneththi was present
as the chief guest at the
event.

DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed said that despite the
immense potential of trade
and investment between the
two SAARC countries, it has
not yet reached the desired
level, but this potential can
be exploited by improving
relations between the private
sectors of the two countries.
"Sri Lankan entrepreneurs
can invest in Bangladesh's
logistics infrastructure,
tourism, education and
health services, construction,
renewable energy, agro-
processing products and
information technology

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed speaks at a business dialogue between the visiting
delegation of the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) and the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce at a hotel in Colombo on Tuesday.

sectors," he added.

The DCCI president urged Sri
Lankan businesses to import
pharmaceuticals, readymade
garments, footwear,
electronics and jute products
from Bangladesh.

Chairman of Ceylon Chamber
Duminda Hulangamuwa said
Bangladesh is one of the
closest friends of Sri Lanka
for many years.

"Although the trade figures
between these two friendly
SAARC countries do not
reflect the real strength of
both-way trade, it is high
time we move it further," he
added.

Terming Bangladeshi people
'pro-business' and the
private sector 'very resilient',
he said that Sri Lanka will
always stay alongside
Bangladesh.

He expressed the hope that
both Sri Lankan and
Bangladeshi companies will
work together to keep the
economies stronger in this

region.

He invited Bangladeshi
investors to invest in Sri
Lanka's various potential
sectors such as logistics and
tourism sector.

He also said, "The potential
of bilateral trade is still
untapped. Textile,
pharmaceuticals, ship-
building and digital services
are some of the potential
sectors for both the investors
of Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka."

"We are equally committed
to supporting our local
entrepreneurs and
businesses in exploring
apportunities in Bangladesh
and we invite your
enterprises to consider our
nation as a gatewaytoa
diversified market especially
in our opening up new
economic policies," he
added.

At present, he said, Sri Lanka
is free from corruption and
the government is inviting

foreign investment giving
various facilities.

"They also aimed to enhance
their trade facilitation
framework, improve logistic
connectivity, harmonise
standard and reduce non-
tariff barriers," he added.

He also underscored the
importance of chamber-to-
chamber relations.

The industry leaders and
policymakers must promote
regional cooperation through
direct business-to-business
cross-border initiatives, he
added.

Former DCCI president
Rizwan Rahman presented
the keynote paper on the
investment potential of
Bangladesh at the event.

He said that Bangladesh's
young, skilled workforce and
Special Economic Zones have
created significant potential
for foreign investors.

He emphasised the need to
sign Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) at the earliest to

expand trade and investment
between the two countries.
High Commissioner of
Bangladesh to Sri Lanka
Andalib Elias, High
Commissioner of Sri Lanka to
Bangladesh Dharmapala
Weerakkody and President of
Sri Lanka-Bangladesh
Business Council Dr. Asanka
Ratnayake also spoke on the
occasion.

Andalib Elias said Sri Lanka is
also progressing rapidly like
Bangladesh.

Bangladeshi business people
are very enthusiastic and
they are keen to collaborate
with their Sri Lankan
counterparts to elevate the
economy into new heights,
he pointed out.

Meanwhile, at least 200
business-to-business
match-making meetings
(b2b) were held between
DCCl delegation members
and Sri Lankan counterparts.
During this time, the
entrepreneurs from both
countries got the opportunity
to exchange their business
and investment information
and ideas which will playan
effective role in expanding
bilateral trade in future.

A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
also signed between Dhaka
Chamber and the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce with
an aim to expand bilateral
trade and investment as well
as to strengthen relations
between the private sector
representatives of both
countries.

DCCI President Taskeen
Ahmed and Ceylon Chamber
President Duminda
Hulangamuwa signed the MoU.



Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka

DHAKA Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry has em-
phasized signing the Pref-
erential Trade Agreement
(PTA) between Bangladash
and Sri Lanka to expand bi-
lateral trade and investment.

The chamber observed
that Sri Lanka's experience
and technical assistance
in the development of the
maritime economy, deep-sea
fishing and port manage-
ment will play an important
role in improving Bangla-
desh's akills in these sectors.

DCCl today made the
observation at a business
dialogue betwsan the visit-
ing delegation of the DCCI
and the Cevlen Chamber of
Commerce was held at the
Hilton Colombo Residence
Hotel in 5ri Lanka.

Sri Lanka's Minister for
Industry and Entreprensur-
ship Development Sunil
Handunneththi was the
chief guest at the event.

Taskeen Ahmed said that
despite the immenss potan-
tial of trade and investment
betwean ths two SAARC
countries, it has not wvet
reached the desired level,
but this potential can be
axploited by improving re-
lations between the private
sactors of the two couniries.

‘Ssri Lankan entrepre-
neurs can invest in Bangla-
desh’s logistics infrastruc-
ture, tourism, education and
health services, construc-
tion, renewable energy. agro-
processing products and
information technology sec-
tors,” he added.

Tha DCCI president also
urged Sri Lankan businesses
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DCCI backs PTA
to boost trade
with Sri Lanka

o import pharmaceuticals,
readvmade garments, foot-
wear, aelectronics and jute
products from Bangladesh.

Chairman of Caylon
Chamber of Commerce Du-
minda Hulangamuwa said
that Bangladesh is one of the
closest friends of Sri Lanka
for many years.

‘Despite the trade figures
batwean thess two friandly
SAARC conuntries does not me-
flact the real strangth of both-
way trade, but 1t is hish tme
we move it further,’ he added.

Temming Bangladeshi peo-
ple ‘pro-business’ and the pni-
vate sector “very resilient’, he
said that Sn Lanka will abways
stay alongside Bangladesh.

He axpressed that both
Sri Lankan and Bangladeshi
companias will work togeth-
ar to keep the economies
stronger in this region.

He later invited Bangla-
deshi investors to invest in
Sn Lanka's various potential
sectors such as logistics and
tourism sector.

Sunil Handunneththi
said that this business forum
is vary timely to achisve not
only commercial benefits
but also shared interest in
regional progress.

The economic melation of
both countries has shown
promising  bilateral trade and
investment but fadled to achieve
reqpuired the growth, he added.
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DCCI urges signing PTA with
Sri Lanka to boost bilateral

trade and investment

Dhaka Chamber inked MoU with Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce

Daily Sun Report, Dhala

In order to boost bilateral trade
and investment with Sri Lanka,
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCI) President Taskeen
Ahmed on Tuesday underscored
the importance of expeditiously
signing the Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) between the two
friendly SAARC countries.

He made the call at a business
dialogue between the visiting dele-
gation of the DCCI and the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce held at the
Hilton Colombo Residence Hotel
in Sri Lanka. Sunil Handunneththi,
Sri Lanka’s minister for Industry
and Entreprencurship Develop-
ment, was the chief guest at the
event.

Taskeen Ahmed said that
despite the immense potential of
trade and investment between the
two SAARC countries, it has not
vet reached the desired level, but

this potential can be exploited by
improving relations between the
private sectors of the two coun-
tries.

He said Sri Lankan entrepre-
neurs can invest in Bangladesh's
logistics infrastructure, tourism,
education and health services, con-
struction, renewable  energy,
agro-processing products and in-
formation technology sectors.

The DCCI president also urged
the Sri Lankan businesses to
import pharmaceuticals, ready-
made garments, footwear, elec-
tronics and jute products from
Bangladesh. In addition, Sri
Lanka's experience and technical
assistance in the development of
the maritime economy, deep-sea
fishing and port management will
play an important role in improv-
ing Bangladesh's skills in these
sectors.

In FY 2023-24, the total bilater-
al trade between Bangladesh and

Sri Lanka was only $134.06
million.

Duminda Hulangamuwa, chair-
man of Ceylon Chamber of Com-
merce, said that Bangladesh has
been one of the closest friends of
Sri Lanka for many years. Despite
the trade figures between these
two friendly SAARC countries
does not reflect the real strength of
both ways of trade, it is high time
we move it further.

Terming Bangladeshi people
‘pro-business” and the private
sector ‘very resilient’, he said that
Sri Lanka will always stay along-
side Bangladesh.

Sunil Handunneththi said that
this business forum is very timely
to achieve not only the commercial
benefits but also the shared inter-
est of regional progress.

The economic relation of both
countries has shown promising bi-
lateral trade and investment but
failed to achieve required growth.
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Business Correspondent

Dhaka  Chamber  of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) has emphasized on
signing a Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) with Sri
Lanka to expand bilateral
trade and investment.

The DCCI leaders
observed that Sri Lanka's
experience and technical
assistance in the develop-
ment of maritime econo-
my, deep-sea fishing and
port management will play
an important role in
improving Bangladesh's
skills in these sectors.

The DCCI delegation
and the Ceylon Chamber
of Commerce at a business
dialogue held at Hilton
Colombo Residence Hotel
in Sri Lanka on Tuesday
highlighted the impor-
tance of the Preferential
Trade Agreement ( PTA);
which will be beneficial to
both the countries.

A Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) was
signed between Dhaka
Chamber and the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce in
this occasion aimed at
expanding bilateral trade
and investment and to
strengthen relations
between the private sector
representatives of both
countries.

Dhaka Chamber
President Taskeen Ahmed
and Ceylon Chamber
President Duminda
Hulangamuwa signed the
MoU on behalf of their

to boost bilateral trade

We stand for people’s rights
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DCCI for signing PTA with Sri Lanka

respective organizations.
Sri Lanka's Minister for

Industry and
Entrepreneurship
Development Sunil

Handunneththi was the
chief guest at the event.
DCCI president Taskeen
Ahmed said despite the
immense potential of trade
and investment between
the two SAARC countries, it
has not yet reached the
desired level.

"Sri Lankan entrepre-

neurs can invest in
Bangladesh's logistics
infrastructure, tourism,

education and health serv-
ices, construction, renew-
able energy, agro-process-
ing products and informa-
tion technology sectors,"
he said.

The DCCI president
urged Sri Lankan business-
es to import pharmaceuti-
cals, readymade garments,
footwear, electronics and
jute  products  from
Bangladesh.

Chairman of Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce
Duminda Hulangamuwa
said that Bangladesh is one
of the closest friends of Sri
Lanka for many years.
"Despite the trade figures
between these two friendly
SAARC countries does not
reflect the real strength of
both-way trade, but it is
high time we move it fur-
ther," he added.

He said Sri Lanka will
always stay alongside
Bangladesh and both Sri
Lankan and Bangladeshi

companies will work
together to keep the
economies stronger in this
region.

He later invited
Bangladeshi investors to
invest in Sri Lanka's vari-
ous potential sectors such
as logistics and tourism
sector. Sunil
Handunneththi said this
business forum is very
timely to achieve not only
commercial benefits but
also shared interest in
regional progress.

The economic relation
of both countries has
shown promising bilateral
trade and investment but
failed to achieve the
required growth, he added.
He said, "The potential of
bilateral trade is still
untapped. Textile, pharma-
ceuticals, ship-building
and digital services are
some of the potential sec-
tors for both the investors
of Bangladesh and Sri
Lanka."

"We are equally commit-
ted to supporting our local
entrepreneurs and busi-
nesses in exploring oppor-
tunities in Bangladesh, he
said

High Commissioner of
Bangladesh to Sri Lanka
Andalib  Elias, High
Commissioner of Sri Lanka
to Bangladesh
Dharmapala Weerakkody
and President of Sri Lanka-
Bangladesh Business
Council Dr. Asanka
Ratnayake delivered also
spoke on the occasion.
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DCCI for signing PTA
to boost bilateral trade
with Sri Lanka

> AA Business Desk

Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) has emphasized
signing the Preferential
Trade Agreement (PTA)
between Bangladesh and

Sri Lanka to expand
bilateral trade and
investment.

The chamber observed
that Sri Lanka's
experience and technical
assistance in the

development of the
maritime economy, deep-
sea fishing and port
management will play an
important role in
improving Bangladesh's
skills in these sectors.
DCCI on Tuesday made
the observation at a
business dialogue between
the visiting delegation of
the DCCI and the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce
was held at the Hilton
Colombo Residence Hotel
in Sri Lanka, BSS reports
Sri Lanka's Minister for
Industry and
Entrepreneurship
Development Sunil
Handunneththi was the
chief guest at the event.
Taskeen Ahmed said
that despite the immense
potential of trade and
investment between the

two SAARC countries, it
has not yet reached the
desired level, but this
potential can be exploited
by improving relations

between the private
sectors of the two
countries.

"Sri Lankan

entrepreneurs can invest
in Bangladesh's logistics
infrastructure, tourism,
education and health
services, construction,
renewable energy, agro-
processing products and
information technology
sectors,” he added.

The DCCI president
also urged Sri Lankan

businesses to import
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pharmaceuticals,
readymade garments,
footwear, electronics and
jute  products from
Bangladesh. Chairman of
Ceylon  Chamber of
Commerce Duminda
Hulangamuwa said that
Bangladesh is one of the

closest friends of Sri Lanka
for many years.
"Despite the trade

figures between these two
friendly SAARC countries
does not reflect the real
strength of both-way
trade, but it is high time
we move it further," he
added.

Terming Bangladeshi
people 'pro-business’ and
the private sector 'very
resilient’, he said that Sri
Lanka will always stay
alongside Bangladesh.



Business Desk

DCCI President Taskeen Ahmed
stressed the importance of expedi-
tiously signing the Preferential Trade
Agreement (PTA) between the two
countries to expand bilateral trade and
investment.

Taskeen, now visiting Srilanka, was
addressing a business dialogue
between the visiting delegation of the
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce &
Industry (DCCI) and the Ceylon
Chamber of Commerce was held at
the Hilton Colombo Residence Hotel
on 17 June 2025,

Sri Lanka's Minister for Industry
and Entreprencurship Development

Sunil Handunneththi was the chief

guest at the event.

Taskeen said that despite the
immense potential of trade and invest-
ment between the two SAARC coun-
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Signing PTA vital to boost bilateral trade, mvestment

Dhaka Chamber inks MoU with Ceylon Chamber of Commerce

tries, it has not yet reached the desired
level, but this potential can be
exploited by improving relations
between the private sector of the two
countries.

He said Sri Lankan entreprencurs
can invest in Bangladesh's logistics

infrastructure, tourism, education and
health services, construction, renew-
able energy, agro-processing products
and information technology sectors.

The DCCI president also urged the
Sri Lankan businesses to import phar-
maceuticals, readymade garments,

footwear, electronics and jute prod-
ucts from Bangladesh.

Duminda Hulangamuwa, Chairman
of Ceylon Chamber of Commerce
said that Bangladesh is one of the
closest friends of Sri Lanka for many
years,

Despite the trade figures between
these two friendly SAARC countries
does not reflect the real strength of
both way trade, but it is high time we
move it further.

Terming Bangladeshi people ‘pro-
business' and the private sector 'very
resilient’, he said that Sn Lanka will
always stay alongside Bangladesh.

Sunil Handunneththi, Minister for
Industry and Entreprencurship
Development of Sri Lanka said that
this business forum is very timely to
achieve not only the commercial bene-
fits but also shared interest of regional
progress.
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A business dialogue between the visiting delegation of the DCCI and the Ceylon Chamber of
Commerce was held at the Hilton Colombo Residence Hotel in Sri Lanka. Photo: DCCI

DHAKA, June 17, 2025 (BSS) - Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) has emphasized signing the Preferential Trade Agreement (PTA) between
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka to expand bilateral trade and investment.

The chamber observed that Sri Lanka's experience and technical assistance in the
development of the maritime economy, deep-sea fishing and port management will
play an important role in improving Bangladesh's skills in these sectors.

DCCI today made the observation at a business dialogue between the visiting
delegation of the DCCI and the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce was held at the
Hilton Colombo Residence Hotel in Sri Lanka.

Sri Lanka's Minister for Industry and Entrepreneurship Development Sunil
Handunneththi was the chief guest at the event.

Taskeen Ahmed said that despite the immense potential of trade and investment
between the two SAARC countries, it has not yet reached the desired level, but
this potential can be exploited by improving relations between the private sectors
of the two countries.

"Sri Lankan entrepreneurs can invest in Bangladesh's logistics infrastructure,
tourism, education and health services, construction, renewable energy, agro-
processing products and information technology sectors," he added.

The DCCI president also urged Sri Lankan businesses to import pharmaceuticals,
readymade garments, footwear, electronics and jute products from Bangladesh.

Chairman of Ceylon Chamber of Commerce Duminda Hulangamuwa said that
Bangladesh is one of the closest friends of Sri Lanka for many years.

"Despite the trade figures between these two friendly SAARC countries does not
reflect the real strength of both-way trade, but it is high time we move it further," he
added.

Terming Bangladeshi people 'pro-business' and the private sector 'very resilient’,
he said that Sri Lanka will always stay alongside Bangladesh.

He expressed that both Sri Lankan and Bangladeshi companies will work together
to keep the economies stronger in this region.

He later invited Bangladeshi investors to invest in Sri Lanka's various potential
sectors such as logistics and tourism sector.

He later invited Bangladeshi investors to invest in Sri Lanka's various potential
sectors such as logistics and tourism sector.

Sunil Handunneththi said that this business forum is very timely to achieve not only
commercial benefits but also shared interest in regional progress.

The economic relation of both countries has shown promising bilateral trade and
investment but failed to achieve required the growth, he added.

He said, "The potential of bilateral trade is still untapped. Textile, pharmaceuticals,
ship-building and digital services are some of the potential sectors for both the
investors of Bangladesh and Sri Lanka."

"We are equally committed to supporting our local entrepreneurs and businesses
in exploring opportunities in Bangladesh and we invite your enterprises to consider
our nation as a gateway to a diversified market especially in our opening up new
economic policies," he added.

At present, he said, Sri Lanka is free from corruption and the government is
inviting foreign investment giving various facilities.

"They also aimed to enhance their trade facilitation framework, improve logistic
connectivity, harmonize standard and reduce non-tariff barriers," he added.

He also underscored the importance of chamber to chamber relations.

The industry leaders and policymakers must need to promote regional cooperation
through direct business-to-business cross-border initiatives, he added.

Entrepreneurship and innovation should be at the heart of our regional agenda as
well as we must empower our startups and SMEs, he further said.

High Commissioner of Bangladesh to Sri Lanka Andalib Elias, High Commissioner
of Sri Lanka to Bangladesh Dharmapala Weerakkody and President of Sri Lanka-
Bangladesh Business Council Dr. Asanka Ratnayake delivered also spoke on the
occasion.

Andalib Elias said that Sri Lanka is also progressing like Bangladesh rapidly.

He also said that Bangladeshi business people are very enthusiastic and they are
keen to collaborate with their Sri Lankan counterparts to elevate the economy into
new heights.

Former president of Dhaka Chamber Rizwan Rahman presented the keynote
paper on the investment potential of Bangladesh at the event.

He said that young skilled human resources and Special Economic Zones of
Bangladesh have created huge potential for foreign investors in Bangladesh.

He emphasized on the need to sign FTAs at the earliest to expand trade and
investment between the two countries.

Meanwhile, at least 200 business to business match-making meetings (b2b) held
between DCCI delegation members and Sri Lankan counterparts held where 90
Sri Lankan companies took part.

During this time, the entrepreneurs from both countries got the opportunity to
exchange their business and investment information and ideas which will play an
effective role in expanding bilateral trade in future.

A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was signed between Dhaka Chamber
and the Ceylon Chamber of Commerce with an aim to expand bilateral trade and
investment as well as to strengthen relations between the private sector
representatives of both countries.

Dhaka Chamber President Taskeen Ahmed and Ceylon Chamber President
Duminda Hulangamuwa signed the MoU on behalf of their respective
organizations.

Later, the business delegation members, led by Dhaka Chamber President
Taskeen Ahmed, paid a courtesy call on Sri Lanka's Deputy Minister for Foreign
Affairs and Foreign Employment Arun Hemachandra .

DCCI Senior Vice President Razeev H Chowdhury, Vice President Md. Salem
Sulaiman, and members of the delegation also attended the meeting.
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