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DCCI calls for using
farmers-friendly tech

FE REPORT

The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) has called for using farmers-friendly technology
for implementing smart agriculture in Bangladesh.

The trade body made
the recommendation at a
seminar titled "Smart
Agriculture: Issues and
Challenges in Value
Chain Development" at
the DCCI Motijheel office
in the capital.

Addressing the semi-
nar, speakers emphasised
the need for low-cost
locally-manufactured device and database to ensure a com-
petitive price for farmers and policy support.

They also called for doing good agricultural practice
(GAP) and utilising information and communications
technology (ICT) for commercial farming,

Speaking on the occasion, DCCI President Ashraf
Ahmed said, "We see at least 40 to 45 per cent post-harvest
loss from the farmers to the customers."

He also said logistic chain and market chain are very
important but separate challenges.

Mr Ahmed stressed the need for mitigating post-harvest
losses, cool-chain and smoother transportation system for
the benefits of the agriculture,

"We should develop a waste management system so that

Implementing
smart

agriculture in
Bangladesh

The

we could recycle the agriculture
wastage into other products," he con-
tinued.

He idennfied inefficiencies in the
supply chain, market access barriers
and limited value addition are few bot-
tlenecks for accelerating value chain
development in the country's agricul-
ture sector.

The DCCI president, however, said
that the mobile financial service (MFS)
network in Bangladesh is impressively
strong.

"If we want, we can get the subsidy
to the hand of farmers directly through
MFS within a short time."

He also emphasised the need for an
updated database to create a smart
agriculture environment.

Addressing the event as the chief
guest, state minister for commerce
Ahasanul Islam Titu said that a full
functioning one-point service desk
would be established at the DCCI soon
to provide online IRC and ERC
issuance facilities to importers and
exporters.

"By the end of this year, all services
of the RISC will also be paperless," he
said.Mr Titu further said it is equally
important to ensure better and logical
price both for producers and con-
sumers.

He underscored the need for a
smooth supply chain process, includ-
ing adequate organised commodity
markets across the country.

The state minister also said that
standardisation and certification
process would ensure better and gen-
uine product specifying the exact ori-
gin of variety.

He further said that the Logistic
Policy 2024 is going to be a game
changer for businessmen.

He reiterated the need for ICT
backed research and innovation to
bring in more diversification in our
product basket.

Financial Express

Speaking as the special guest, Md
Shamsul Arefin, secretary at the
Information and Communication
Technology Division, said, "We need
to make our farmers or producers
smarL"

He also put stress on smart innova-
tion, research and development and a
strong knowledge based economy in
the agnculture sector.

He further said that without a smart
government no other sector could be
smart.

He said smart citizen and skilled
government officers having good
human attribute, honesty and integrity
will help government to be smart.

Malik Talha Ismail Ban, senior vice-
president of the DCCI in his welcome
remarks, said that in recent decades
Bangladesh has made a significant
stride in agricultural development.

The climate change poses a severe
threat with an increasing frequency of
floods, cyclones and droughts that dis-
rupt agricultural productivity a lot, he
said, adding that traditional farming
practices often result in low productiv-
ity and inefficiencies.

"We must embrace smart agriculture
solutions that leverage technology,
data and innovative practices. Smart
agriculture promises to revolutionise
the way we cultivate, process and dis-
tribute our agricultural products," he
added.

Fahad Ifaz, co-founder & CEOQO at
the iFarmer Limited, presented the
first keynote paper on "Opportunities
of Frontier Tech Automation in Agro
Value Chain",

He highlighted that frontier technol-
ogy in agriculture can reduce informa-
tion asymmetries for farmers, facilitate
greater access to market and services,
reduce cost, reduce climate impact,
improve yielding,

According to McKinsey and
Company, frontier technology in agri-
culture could potentially add $500 bil-
lion to world GDP by 2030, he added.

He also sought policy support for an
improved technological ecosystem for
the overall agro-system. He also called
for a farmer-friendly smart agriculture
data ecosystem.

Mohammad Sakib Khaled, senior
manager at Programme, Swisscontact,
presented another keynote paper on
"Addressing Key Issues and
Challenges of Smart Agricultural
Value Chain".

In order to fight against the climate
change we need a massive transforma-
tion of agrniculture sector, he says.

He also said local investment in the
livestock sector is increasing in
Bangladesh and in the next 10 years it
will double.

He said that limited supply of quali-
ty inputs, lack of good agricultural
practices, post-harvest loss, climate
vulnerability, lack of integrated supply
chain and lack of policy implementa-
tion are responsible for our overarch-
ing gaps in the agriculture value chain.

He also recommended formulating
and implementing agri-tech facilitating
policies, ensuring digital literacy.

In the panel discussion session, Md
Abdul Kader, national senior lead
agronomist, FAO representation in
Bangladesh, Anwar Faruque, vice-
president at BSAFE Foundation and
former secretary at the agriculture
ministry, Dr Md Abu Bakkar Siddique,
additional director at Agricultural
Credit Department, Bangladesh Bank,
Sayed Rizban Hussain, chief executive
officer at Aqualink Bangladesh
Limited, Dr Kashfia Ahmed, CEO
and founder, Win Incorporate, Medina
Ali, founder/CEQ at Dr Chashi
Incorporation, and Dr Muhammad
Risalat Siddique, director and CEO at
Krant Associates Limited, took part in
the programme.

DCCI vice-president Md Junaed
Ibna Ali and members of the Board of
Directors, among others, were present
at the event.

tathabinhabib@yahoo.com
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Nearly 60% farmers
unbanked expert
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IMPA(T OF USING SMART
TECH IN AGRICULTURE

® Will increase productivity by 20-30%
® Will reduce cost of production by 20%

@ Will raise income of farmers by 30-40%

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

Almost 60 percent of farmers in Bangladesh
are unbanked, a businessperson shared
vesterday.

FFahad Ifaz, co-founder and chiel executive
officer of iFarmer, said the biggest sources of
credit for farmers are still local moneylenders
and traders.

Thev rely on such informal sources for
capital or microfinance despite payving very
high interest rates, which can range between
30 and 70 percent, he said, quoting studies.

He was addressing a seminar titled “Smart
Agriculture: Issues and Challenges in Value
Chain Development”, organised by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (DCCI)
at its oflice in the capital vesterday.

iFarmer is a Bangladeshi agri-tech startup
that connects individual farmers, who possess
the skill to farm but lack the capital, with
individual investors who want to invest their
money in agribusiness.

However, Ifaz added that the government
contends Lhat the rate of unbanl\ed farmers is
far lower than 60 percent.

About 1 crore farmers in the country have
Tk 10 bank accounts, he said, but simply
opening an account does not mean they are
transacting through banking channels, he
added.

The agriculture sector, which comprises
mostly marginalised producers who work
on their own initiative on small plots of
land, accounts for around 14 percent of
Bangladesh’s GDP and employs about 41
percent of the country’s total labour force.

He went on to say that farmers are still
hindered by a lack of data-driven solutions.
For example, a lack of data means farmers
cannot avail services like insurance in case of
climate risks.

[faz added that the continued use of
primitive farming methods and technologies

@ Bangladesh is facing annual
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@ Agriculture accounts for around

means the growth of agricultural productivity
is sub-par compared to other sectors.

The co-founder of iFarmer said the
government has 18 departments for
agriculture research, development, and
extension.

And while the policies adopted by these
organisations have led the agriculture sector
into a sustainable trajectory, there is a lack
of tech-based solutions from the fourth
industrial revolution (4IR) which could
effectively address productivity issues, he
added.

Farmers rely on informal
sources for capital paying
very high interest rates, which
can range between 30 and 70
percent

But with the imminent impact of the4IR,
the agriculture sector needs to embrace
policies facilitating access to digital
finance, digital markets, and a culture
of automated advanced technological
innovation, he said.

During his presentation, Ifaz added
that several studies have shown that the
transportation process accounts for roughly
40 percent of agri-product waste.

Additionally, consumer access and food
processing still follow traditional linkage
methods.

[faz said Bangladesh is grappling with
significant annual post-harvest losses of
$2.5 billion, which leads to 44 percent of all
perishable food produced in the country
being wasted each vear.

This stems from a dearth of appropriate
storage and transport facilities, as well as
a lack of post-harvest knowledge at the
farmers’ end.

Mohammad Sakib Khaled, senior manager

post-harvest losses of $2.5b 14% of GDP
® lcrfarmersin the country have @ The sector employs about 41%
Tk 10 bank accounts of total labour force

(programme) of Swisscontact, recommended
formulating  policies  facilitating  the
implementation of tech based solutions and
ensuring digital literacy.

Adoption of smart agriculture practices
could potentially increase agricultural
productivity by 20-30 percent in Bangladesh,
said Ashral Ahmed, president of the DCCI.

Smart agriculture practices also reduce
input costs by up to 20 percent and increase
farmers’ income by 30 to 40 percent, he said.

“We see at least 40-45 percent post-harvest
loss from the farmers to the consumers,”
Ahmed said.

To mitigate post-harvest losses, availability
ol cold chain and smoother transportation
systems are necessary, he said.

“Moreover, we should develop a waste
management system so that we can
recycle the agriculture wastages into other
products.”

Inefficiencies in the supply chain, market
access barriers and limited value addition are
few bottlenecks for the development of value
chain in Bangladesh’s agriculture sector, the
leading trade body chief said.

He also emphasised the need for building
an updated database to create a smart
agriculture environment.

State Minister for Commerce Ahasanul
Islam Titu said a need-based locally-tailored
farmer-friendly technology is required to
implement smart agriculture system in the
country.

The state minister said it is equally
important to ensure better and logical prices
both for the producers and the consumers
and for that the presence of a smooth supply
chain is a must.

The Logistic Policy-2024 is going to be a
game changer for the businessmen, Titu said.

ICT-backed research and innovation will
be needed to diversity Bangladesh’s export
basket, he said.



Technology
adaptation
can boost
farmers’
income by
30-40%:
Agri experts
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If smart agricultural management can be created
through adaptation of technology, it is possible (o
increase [armers’ income by 30 to 40% by enhancing
productivity through reduction of costs, according
Lo experts at a seminar.

The view was shared at the seminar titled “Smart
Agriculture: Issues and Challenges in Value Chain
Development,” organised by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) vesterday, where the
speakers emphasised on the transformative poten-
tial of technological adoption in agriculture.

State Minister for Commerce Ahsanul Islam Titu
was present as the chief guest at the event which
was moderated by DCCI President Ashraf Ahmed.

A keynote paper titled “Opportunity of Frontier
Technologies for Climate Adaptive and Smart Agro
Value Chain in Bangladesh™ was presented al the
seminar which highlighted that using technology in
agriculture can reduce water usage by 30% and fer-

“Farmers are very smart; if the technol-
ogy is not designed to suit their needs,
they will not adopt it,” he added.
Addressing the issue of farmers
not getting the price for produced
goods, the minister said payment
must be made directly to the farm-
ers which will ensure they no
longer face issues with receiving
the proper price for their products.
“Farmers need money in hand
to avoid selling their crops quick-
ly at low prices to cover immediate
expenses like water, fertiliser, and
labour. If they have funds, they can
wait for better prices,” he further said.
Fahad Ifaz, co-founder and CEO
of iFarmer, during his keynote pa-
per presentation, said, “According
to Mackenzie & Company data,
frontier technologies will contrib-
ute about $500 hillion to the global
GDP by 2030, so policy support and
an effective ecosystem are essential
for the development of the sector.”
Mohammad Sagib Khaled, sen-
ior manager (programs) of Swiss-

Contact, while presenting another
keynote paper titled the same as the
seminar, discussed the significant
impact of climate change on agricul-
ture and the necessity of effective in-
itiatives to combat these challenges.

“Local investment in the live-
stock sector has increased and will
double in the next 10 years. So im-
proving supply chain efficiency and
post-harvest loss management are
now critical,” he added.

Later, DCCI president Ashraf
Ahmed pointed out several current
issues in the agriculture sector, in-
cluding inadequate supply chains,
limited market access, and lagging
value addition of produced goods.

“To overcome the existing sit-
uation, modernisation of agricul-
tural machinery and enhancing
the capacity of farmers to use new
technologies should be given im-
portance along with increasing
investment in the agricultural re-
search sector,” he said

“The formulation of necessary
supporting policies and the intro-

* Productivity can increase by 20-30%
through technology adaptation

« Technology can reduce water usage
in irrigation by 30%

« Fertiliser costs can be reduced by up
to 40% using technology

tiliser costs by 40%, in turn increasing productivity.

DCCI President Ashraf Ahmed said, "By using
smart technology in agriculture, productivity can
be increased by 20-30%, overall production costs
can be reduced by 20%, and farmers” income can be
hoosted by 30-40%."

However, State Minister Titu pointed out that tech-
nology providers in Bangladesh often develop solu-
tions belore considering farmers’ needs. He stressed
the importance of creating agriculture-friendly tech-
nologies lailored o farmers’ requirements for suc:
cesshul adoption.

duction and implementation of ef-
fective value chain systems should
also be given importance.”

DCCI to establish full-service
help desk, RJSC to automate by
year-end

Meanwhile, State Minister Titu an-
nounced that the DCCI would soon
set up a full-fledged help desk to fa-
cilitate importers and exporters in
obtaining IRC and ERC certificates.

Additionally, the Registrar of
Joint Stock Companies and Firms
(RJSO will automate all services by
the end of this year to simplify busi-
ness processes, he added.

“Each trade organisation will
have a dedicated desk where IRC
and ERC certificates can be easily
obtained, reducing the hassle for
businesses,” he said.

*With RJSC's automation, busi-
nesses will no longer need to go
through brokers, saving time and
effort. All tasks can be completed
easily from any location,” the state
minister added.
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Smart tech can boost agri
productivity by 30%: Experts

Staff Correspondent

Smart technology, such as access to
information, financial services, and
precision agriculture, could increase
agricultural productivity by 20-30 per
cent, farmers’ income by 30-40 per
cent, and reduce input costs by up to
20 per cent.

Speakers said this at a seminar titled
“Smart Agriculture: Issues and Chal-
lenges in Value Chain Development,”
organised by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (DCCI) at its
auditorium in Dhaka on Thursday.

State Minister for Commerce
Ahasanul Islam Titu was present at the
seminar as the chief guest, while Infor-
mation and Communication Technolo-
gy Division Secretary Md Shamsul Are-
fin attended as the special guest.

DCCI Senior Vice President Malik
Talha Ismail Bari moderated the semi-
nar and made the welcoming remarks,
while Fahad Ifaz, co-founder and CEO

of iFarmer Limited, presented the first
keynote paper on “Opportunities of
Frontier Tech Automation in Agro Value
Chain.”

Mohammad Sakib Khaled, senior
manager (programme) of Swisscontact,
presented another keynote paper on
“Addressing Key Issues and Challenges
of Smart Agricultural Value Chain.”

DCCI President Ashraf Ahmed said,
“From the farmers to the consumers, we
see at least 40-45 per cent post-harvest

loss. Logistic chain and market chain
are two very important but separate
challenges.

“To mitigate post-harvest losses, a
cool-chain and smoother transporta-
tion system are necessary. Moreover, we
should develop a waste management
system so that we can recycle the agri-
cultural wastes into other products.”

He termed inefficiencies in the sup-
ply chain, market access barriers, and

)
!L ]IE::: ;Illr
i
1

T; #._

State Minister for Commerce Ahasanul Islam Titu addresses a seminar
DCCI auditorium in Dhaka on Thursday

limited value addition as a few bottlenecks
for accelerating value chain development
in Bangladesh’s agriculture sector.

“But our mobile financial service
(MFS) network in Bangladesh is im-
pressively strong, and if we want, we
can get the subsidy to the hand of farm-
ers directly through MFS within a short
time,” he added.

Later, he also emphasised the need
for an updated database to create a
smart agriculture environment.

Ahasanul Islam Titu said, “A fully
functioning one-point service desk will
be established at DCCI soon to provide
online import registration certificate
(IRC) and export registration certificate
(ERC) issuance facilities to the importers
and exporters. By the end of this year,
all services of the Registrar of Joint Stock
Companies (RJSC) will also be paperless.”

“Standardisation and certification
processes will ensure better and genu-
ine products specifying the exact origin
of variety. The National Logistic Poli-
Cy-2024 is going to be a game-changer for
businessmen. The need for ICT-backed
research and innovation to bring more
diversification to our product basket.”

ICT Division Secretary Md Shamsul
Arefin said, “For smart agriculture, we
need to make our farmers or producers
smart.”

He also stressed smart innovation,
research and development, and a
strong knowledge-based economy in
the agriculture sector.

“Without a smart government, no
other sector can be smart. Smart citi-
zens and skilled government officers,
having good human attributes, hones-
ty, and integrity will help the govern-
ment to be smart,” he added.

Fahad Ifaz highlighted that frontier
technology in agriculture can reduce
information asymmetries for farmers,
facilitate greater access to market and
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services, reduce costs, reduce climate
impact, and improve yields.

According to McKinsey and Compa-
ny, frontier technology in agriculture
could potentially add $500 billion to
world GDP by 2030, he added.

He also sought policy support for an
improved technological ecosystem for
the overall agro system and urged for a
farmer-friendly smart agriculture data
ecosystem.

Mohammad Sakib Khaled said, “In
order to fight against climate change,
we need a massive transformation of
the agriculture sector. Local investment
in the livestock sector is increasing in
Bangladesh, and in the next ten years,
it will be doubled.

“Limited supply of quality inputs,
lack of good agricultural practices,
post-harvest loss, climate vulnerabil-
ity, lack of integrated supply chain,
and lack of policy implementation are
responsible for our overarching gaps in
the agriculture value chain.”



daily sun
Farmers-friendly technology
stressed for higher yields

Daily Sun Report, Dhaka

Adoption of smart agriculture practices
could potentially increase agricultural
productivity by 20-30%, reduce lnput
costs by up to 20% and increase farmers’
income by 30-40%, said experts.

They were speaking at a seminar titled

“Smart Agriculture: Issues and C hallen;’
es in Value Chain Development” organ-
ised by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) at its auditorium in
the capital on Thursday.

State  Minister for Commerce
Ahasanul Islam Titu was also present at
the event.

He said a fully functioning one point
service desk would be established at
DCCI soon to provide online IRC (import
registration certificate) and ERC (export
registration certificate) issuance facilities
to the importers and exporters.

“By the end of this year, all services of

RISC (Registrar of Joint Stock Compa-
nies and Firms) will also be paperless,”
the State Minister for Commerce said.
iFarmer Limited Co-Founder and
CEO Fahad Ifaz presented a Keynote
paper on “Opportunities of Frontier
Tech Automation in Agro Value Chain”.

He highlighted that frontier technolo-
gy in agriculture can reduce information
asymmetries for farmers, facilitate
greater access to market and services,
reduce cost, climate impact, and improve
yvielding.

According o  McKinsey and
Company, frontier technology in agricul-
ture could potentially add $500 billion
to world gross domestic product (GDP
by 2030. Ifaz sought policy support for
an improved technological ecosystem
for the overall agro system. He called for
a farmer-friendly smart agriculture data
ecosystem.
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Farmers-triendly technology vital
tor smart agriculture: DCCI

Business Correspondent

Adoption of smart agricul-
ture practices like preci-
sion agriculture could
potentially increase agri-
cultural productivity by 20
to 30 per cent, reduce
input costs by up to 20 per
cent and increase farmers’
income by 30 to 40 per
cent, speakers told a semi-
nar on "Smart Agriculture:
Issues and Challenges in
Value Chain Development
in Bangladesh."

Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) organized the
event at its auditorium on
Thursday in which State
Minister for Commerce
Ahasanul Islam Titu was
present as chief guest, says
a press release.

He also emphasized the

going to be a game-chang-
er for businessmen. He
again reiterated the need
of ICT backed research
and innovation to bring in
more diversification in the
product basket.

DCCI President Ashraf
Ahmed said a fully func-
fioning one point service
desk will be established at

DCCI soon to provide
online IRC and ERC

issuance facilities to
importers and exporters.
By the end of this year all
services of RJSC will also
be paperless, he further
said.

He further said from
farmers to consumers we
see at least 40 to 45 per-
cent products loss at post-
harvest period pointing at
logistic chain and market
chain are two very impor-

agriculture sector.

He said mobile financial
service (MFS) network in
Bangladesh is impressive-
ly strong and we can get
subsidy to farmers directly
through MFS within a
short time. It will alone
significantly contribute to
create a smart agriculture.

Md. Shamsul Arefin,

Secretary, Information
and Communication
Technology Division of the
government was present
as special guest. Fahad
Ifaz, Co-Founder and CEO
of iFarmer Limited pre-
sented keynote paper on
"Opportunities of Frontier
Tech Automation in Agro
Value Chain".
Mohammad Sakib
Khaled, Senior Manager-
Programme, Swisscontact
presented another

- Smart Agriculture: iscues & Challenges @
; i Valuo Chain Dl pm=ni

State Minister for Commerce Ahasanul Islam Titu (middle) attends a seminar at DCCI
auditorium as chief guest on Thursday.

need for a need based
locally tailored farmers-
friendly technology to
implement smart agricul-
ture in the country. Titu
said it is equally important
to ensure better and logi-
cal price to producers and
consumers while under-
scoring the need for a
smooth supply chain
including adequate organ-
ized commodity markets
across the country.

He also said standardi-
zation and certification
process will ensure better
and genuine product
specifying the exact origin
of the variety. He again
said Logistic Policy-2024 is

tant but separate chal-
lenges that need to be
coordinated to produce
results.

He said to mitigate the
post-harvest losses, cool-
chain and smoother trans-
portation systemm are nec-
essary. Moreover, we
should develop a waste
management system so
that we can recycle agri-
cultural wastages into
other product.

He termed inefficien-
cies in the supply chain;
market access barriers and
limited value addition are
few bottlenecks for accel-
erating value chain devel-
opment in Bangladesh's

keynote on "Addressing
Key Issues and Challenges
of Smart Agricultural
Value Chain".

In panel discussion ses-
sion, Md. Abdul Kader,

National Senior Lead
Agronomist, FAO in
Bangladesh, Anwar

Faruque, Vice President,
BSAFE Foundation and
Former Secretary, Ministry

of Agriculture, Dr. Md. Abu
Bakkar Siddique,
Additional Director of
Agricultural Credit

Department, Bangladesh
Bank, DCCI Vice President
Md. Junaed Ibna Ali and
DCCI board members

were pl'ESEIlt.



THE ASIAN AGE

'Farmer-friendly technology stressed
for materializing smart agriculture'

» AA Business Desk

Speakers at a seminar
on Thursday said adoption
of farmers' friendly
technology as well as low-
cost locally manufactured
devices and database,
ensuring competitive
prices and necessary policy
support to farmers would
help materialize building
'Smart Agriculture’ in
Bangladesh. They said
adoption of  smart
agriculture practices like
precision agriculture could
potentially increase
agricultural productivity
by 20 to 30 percent, reduce
input costs by up to 20
percent and increase
farmers’ income by 30 to
40 percent. The speakers
came up with such
remarks at a seminar on
"Smart Agriculture: Issues
and Challenges in Value
Chain Development”

organised by Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) at its
auditorium in the capital
on Thursday, BSS reports.

Speaking at the seminar
as the chief guest, State
Minister for Commerce
Ahasanul Islam Titu said a
full functioning one-point
service desk would be
established at DCCI soon
to provide online IRC and
ERC issuance facilities to

the importers and
exporters.
"By the end of this year,

all services of Registrar of
Joint Stock Companies

(RJSC) will also be
paperless,” he further
informed.

Titu also emphasized on
a need-based locally
tailored farmers-friendly
technology to implement
smart agriculture in the
country.

It is equally important

to ensure better and logical
prices of produces both for
producers and consumers
and for that he
underscored the need for a

smooth  supply chain
process including
adequate organized

commodity markets across
the country, the state

minister said.
He also said that
standardization and

certification process would
ensure better and genuine
product specifying the
exact origin of variety.

The state minister for
Commerce also informed
that the Logistic Policy-
2024 is going to be a game-

changer for the
businessmen. He
reiterated the need for ICT
backed research and

innovation to bring in
more diversification in the
product basket. While
speaking as special guest,

Md. Shamsul Arefin,
secretary of Information
and Communication

Technology Division, said:
"For smart agriculture, we
need to make our farmers
or producers smart at
fast." He also stressed on
smart innovation, research
and development and a
strong knowledge-based
economy in the agriculture
sector,

"Without smart
government, no other
sector can be
smart...Smart citizen and
skilled government
officers, having good
human attribute, honesty
and integrity, will help
the government to be
smart,” he added.

DCCI President Ashraf
Ahmed said: "From the
farmers to the
consumers, we see at

least 40-45 percent post-
harvest loss."



Farmer-friendly technology stressed for materializing smart
agriculture: speakers

| Smart Agricubture: lssuss & Challenges i
In Valoo Ehain Deve fap st -

DHAKA, May 30, 2024 (BSS) - Speakers at a seminar today said adoption of
farmers' friendly technology as well as low-cost locally manufactured devices
and database, ensuring competitive prices and necessary policy support to
farmers would help materialize building 'Smart Agriculture’ in Bangladesh.

They said adoption of smart agriculture practices like precision agriculture
could potentially increase agricultural productivity by 20 to 30 percent,

reduce input costs by up to 20 percent and increase farmers' income by 30 to
40 percent.

The speakers came up with such remarks at a seminar on "Smart Agriculture:
Issues and Challenges in Value Chain Development” organised by Dhaka

Chamber
of Commerce and Industry (DCCI) at its auditorium in the capital today.

Speaking at the seminar as the chief guest, State Minister for Commerce
Ahasanul Islam Titu said a full functioning one-point service desk would be
established at DCCI soon to provide online IRC and ERC issuance facilities to
the importers and exporters.

"By the end of this year, all services of Registrar of Joint Stock Companies
(RJSC) will also be paperless,” he further informed.

Titu also emphasized on a need-based locally tailored farmers-friendly
technology to implement smart agriculture in the country.

It is equally important to ensure better and logical prices of produces both

for producers and consumers and for that he underscored the need for a smooth
supply chain process including adequate organized commodity markets across
the country, the state minister said.

He also said that standardization and certification process would ensure
better and genuine product specifying the exact origin of variety.

The state minister for Commerce also informed that the Logistic Policy-2024

Is going to be a game-changer for the businessmen. He reiterated the need for
|ICT backed research and innovation to bring in more diversification in the
product basket.

While speaking as special guest, Md. Shamsul Arefin, secretary of Information
and Communication Technology Division, said: "For smart agriculture, we need
to make our farmers or producers smart at fast.”

He also stressed on smart innovation, research and development and a strong
knowledge-based economy in the agriculture sector.

"Without smart government, no other sector can be smart...Smart citizen and
skilled government officers, having good human attribute, honesty and
integrity, will help the government to be smart,” he added.

DCCI President Ashraf Ahmed said: "From the farmers to the consumers, we see
at least 40-45 percent post-harvest loss.”

Noting that logistic chain and market chain are two very important but
separate challenges, he said to mitigate post-harvest losses, cool-chain and
smoother transportation system are necessary.
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agriculture in the country.

It is equally important to ensure
better and logical prices of produces
both for producers and consumers
and for that he underscored the need
for a smooth supply chain process
including adequate organized
commodity markets across the
country, the state minister said.

He also said that standardization
and certification process would ensure
better and genuine product specifying
the exact origin of variety.

The state minister for Commernce
also informed that the Logistic Policy-
2024 is going to be a game-changer
for the businessmen. He reiterated
the need for ICT backed research and
innovation to bring in more diversi-
fication in the product basket

While speaking as special guest,
Md. Shamsul Arcfin, secretary of
Information and Communication
Technology Division, said: "For smart
agriculture, we¢ need to make our
farmers or producers smart at fast.™

He also stressed on smart innova-
tion, research and development and
a strong knowledge-based economy
in the agriculture sector,

"Without smart government, no
other sector can be smart...Smart
citizen and skilled government offi-
cers, having good human attribute,
honesty and integrity, will help the
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Farmer-friendly
tech a must for
smart agriculture

SHA CONESPOnaEE

Speakers at a seminar on Thursday
said adoption of farmers' friendly
technology as well as low-cost locally
manufactured devices and database,
ensuring competitive prices and
necessary policy support to farmers
would help materialize building
‘Smart Agriculture' in Bangladesh.

They said adoption of smart agri-
culture practices like precision agri-
culture could potentially increase agri-
cultural productivity by 20 to 30
percent, reduce input costs by up to
20 percent and increase farmers'
mcome by 30 to 40 percent.

The speakers came up with such
remarks at a seminar on "Smart
Agriculture: Issues and Challenges

government (o be smart,” he added.

DCCT President Ashraf Ahmed
said: "From the farmers to the
consumers, we see at least 40-45
percent post-harvest loss."

MNoting that logistic chain and
market chain are two very important
but separate challenges, he said to
mitigate post-harvest losses, cool-
chain and smoother transportation
SySlem are necessary.

"Morcover, we should develop a
waste management system so that we
can recycle the agriculture wastages
into other product,” he added.

Ashraf also termed inefficiencies
in the supply chain, market access
barriers and limited value addition as
few bottlenecks for accelerating value
chain development in Bangladesh's
agriculture sector.

"But, our mobile financial service
({MFS) network in Bangladesh is
impressively strong and if we want
we can get the subsidy to the hand of
farmers directly through MFS within
a short time," he added.

He also emphasized for an updated
database to create a smart agriculbure
environment,

Malik Talha Ismail Bari, senior
vice-president of the DCCL, in his
welcome remarks said, in recent
decades, Bangladesh has made a
significant stride in agricultural devel-
opment. "But, climate change poses

in Value Chain Development™ organ-
ised by Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industey (DCCI) at
its auditorium in the capital.

Speaking st the seminar as the chief
guest, State Minister for Commerce
Ahasanul Islam Titu said a full fune-
toning one-point service desk would
be established at DCCI soon to
provide online IRC and ERC issusnce
facilities to the importers and
CXPOTiETS.

"By the end of thig year, all serv-
ices of Registrar of Joint Stock
Companics {(RISC) will also be paper-
less,” he further informed.

Titu also emphasized on a need-
based locally tailored farmers-friendly
technology to implement smart

a severe threat, with increasing
frequency of floods, cyclones and
droughts that disrupt agricultural
productivity a lot."

Fahad Ifaz, co-founder and CEQ
of iFarmer Limited, presented the first
keynote paper on "Opportunities of
Frontier Tech Automation in Agro
Value Chain®.

He highlighted that frontier tech-
nology in agriculture can reduce infor-
mation asymmetrics for farmers, facil-
itate greater access to market and serv-
ices, reduce cost, reduce climate
impact, improve yielding.

According to McKinsey and
Company, frontier technology in agri-
culture could potentially add USS500
billion to world GDP by 2030, he
added.

Mohammad Sakib Khaled, senior
manager {programme) of
Swisscontact presented another
keynote paper on "Addressing Key
Issues and Challenges of Smart
Agricultural Value Chain".

In order to fight against the climate
change, a massive transformation of
agriculture sector is needed, he said,
adding: "Local investment in the live-
stock sector is increéasing in
Bangladesh and in next 10-year it will
be doubled.”

Sakib noted limited supply of
quality inputs, lack of good agricul-
tural practices, post-harvest losses,

climate vulnerability, lack of inte-
grated supply chain and lack of policy
implementation are responsible for
the overarching gaps in the agricul-
ture value chain,

In the panel discussion, MNational
Senior Lead Agronomist Md. Abdul
Kader, FAOQO Representation in
Bangladesh, WVice-president of
BSAFE Foundation and Former
Secretary of Ministry of Agriculture
Anwar Faruque, Additional Director
of Agricultural Credit tin
Bangladesh Bank (BE) Dr. Md. Abu
Bakkar Siddique, Chief Executive
Officer i Limited
Sayed Rizban Hussain, CEQ &
Founder of Win Incorporate Dr.
Kashfia Ahmed, Founder/CEQ Dr.
Chashi Incorporation Medina Ali,
Director & CEO of Kranti Associates
Limited Dr. Muhammad Risalat
Siddique took part and shared their
VIEWH.

The speakers emphasized for low
cost farmers-friendly locally manu-
factured device and database, ensuring
competitive price for the farmers and
policy support to implement smart
agriculiure. They also urged for good
agricultural practice {(GAP) and
utilizing ICT for commercial farming.

DCCI Viee-president Md. Junaed
Tbna Ali and members of the Board
of Directors were préesent, among
others, during the event.
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Farmer-friendly technology stressed for implementing
smart agriculture: Speakers

@ # Business Desk ) Publiched: 30 Mav 2024 06.05 PM
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Adoption of smart agnculture pracuces like precinon agnculture could potentially merease agncultural productivity
by 20 to 30 per cent, reduce mput costs by up 10 20 per cent and merease farmeny’ meome by 30 1o 40 per cent,
speakers told at a semmar on “Smart Agnculture: [ssues and Challenges in Valuve Chain Development™ organmzed by
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce & Industry (DCCI) at its suditonum on Thussday, said a press release

DCCI President Ashraf Ahmed said that from the farmers to the consumens we see at least 20-45% post-harvest loss
He said logistic chain and market chas are two very immportant but separate challenges. He also saud that to mutigate
posi-harvest losses, cool-chamn and smoother transpottation svstem are necessary, he emphasized. Moreover, we should
develop a waste management svitem 50 that we can recyvele the agnculture wastagey mto other product. He termed
ineiliciencies o the supply chan, market acoess basmvers and Lmuted value addiison are fzw bottlenecks for
accelerating valve chain development in Bangladesh's agnculiuse sector. But our mobale Dinancial service (MES)
network in Bangladeah 8 imipreasvely strong ancd o we want we can get the subnidy 1o the hand of farmers directly
through MFS within a short time, Later, he also emphasired for an updated database 10 creale o smert agriculmure
envuronment

Seate Minsrer for Commierce Ahassnul Tslam Titu was present on the occanon as the chief pueat. He wnid that a8 full
funchomng one point service desk will be estabhished at DCC] soon 10 provade onhine IRC and ERC tssuance facilines
to the importers and exporters. By the end of thas vear all servaces of RJSC wall also be paperless, he further mformed
He also emphasized for o need based locally tailoged farmers- fnendly technalogy to mmplement smart agniculture mn the
country, The State Minister said that it is equally impormant to ensure better and logical pnce both for producers and
consumers and for that he underscored the need for a umooth swupply cham proces including adequarte orpanized
commodity markets across the country. He also said that standardizanion and cemification process will ensure better
and genuine product specifying the exact onigin of vanety. He apain informed that the Logistic Policy-2024 is poing w
be a gume-changer for the bustnessmen He agan rettesated the need of ICT backed research and innervation 1o bring
i more diversification in our product basket

Md. Shamsul Arefin, Secretary, Informanon and Communicanon Techaology Divinion of the governmeny was present
as the special guest He sud that for sman agriculnure we aeed to make our farmers or producers smant. He also
atréssed on amant innovation, résearch mnd developmient and a sireng knowledge based economy m the agriculture
sector. Without smart government no other sector can be smart, he mentioned He sand smart citizen and skilled

government officers having good human amnbute, honesty and wtegrry wall belp government to be sman

Malk Talha Ismal Bar, Sensor Vice Presadent of DCCT 13 has welcome remarks smd, wn recent decades, Bangladesh
has made a ugmficant sinde m agnculiural development Bun climate change poses a severe thrent, with increasnng
frequency of floods, cvelones and droughts that disrupt agnculnom] productivaty a lot, Additonally, waditional farmmg
pracuces often result in low produstvuty and ineificiensies. To address these multufaceted challenges. we must
embrace smart agnoulnre solunons that leverage tachnology, data and mmovanve practces. Smant agriculnare
procnees 10 revoluiionize the way we culnvale, process and distnbume our agnculnural prodocts, he added

Fahnd Jinz, Co-Founder & CEO, /Farmer Lmmned presented the furst ksyvpote papa on ~Oppartumitves of Fronber Tech
Automation o Agro Valoe Chain™ He lughhighted thar fronner technology i agncunliure can reduce mfarmanon
pEvermetries for frmers, fanlinare greater access o marker and senvices, reduce cowt, reduce clumate uupact, amprove
yielding. According to Mekmsey and Company, fronter technology m agnculnue could potentally add USD 5300
hallion to world GDP by 2030, he added. He 2lso sought policy support for an muproved technolomical ecosvstem for

the overall agro system. He also ureed for 2 farmer- fnendly sman apnculiure dam ecosysiem

Mobammad Sakib Khaled, Senor Manager- Programme, Swisscontact presented another kevnote paper on
“Addressing Key Issues and Challenges of Sman Apncultural Value Chain™ He said that 10 order to fight apainst the
climate change we need a massive transformanon of agnculre sector He also said that local investment in the
livestock sector 13 mereasing in Bangladesh and 1 next ten vezrs o wall be doubled. Limited supply of quality snputs,
lack of good agricultural practices, post-harvesr loss, climate vulnerabelry, lack of mmegrated supply chain and lack of
pahicy mmplementation are responsihle for ol overarching gaps m the agnoulge valoe chain, He also recommendsd
for formulating and mmplementing agri-tech facilitatme policies, cpsurme digital lneracy.

In the pansl discussion sesszon, Md Abdul Kader, Nanonal Senior Lead Agronomist, FAO Representation m
Bangladesh, Anwar Famque, Vice President, BSAFE Foendanon & Former Secretary, Mimsiry of Aepnculiore, D
Md. Abu Bakkar Siddigue, Addmional Director, Agricultural Credit Depanment, Bangladeah Bank, Saved Rizban
Hussamn, Chief Executive Officer, Aqualink Bangladesh Limited, Dir. Kashifia Ahmed, CEO & Founder, Win
Incorporate, Medina Al Founder' CEC, D Chasht Incorporation, Dr. Mubsmmad Risalat Siddique, Duwector & CEO,
Krann Associates Limited ook pan and shared their comments. The speakers emphasized for low cost farmers-
friendly locally manufactured device and database, ensunng competitive price for the famers and policy support 1o
implemeént smart agricilture. They 2lso urged for goad apriculiural pracnce (GAP) and utithning ICT for commercial
farmang

DHCCT Vice President Md. Junasd Ibna Ali and members of the Board of Directors among othess were present during
the event.
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DCCIl seminar highlights smart agriculture to boost

prnductivity
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Speakers ot o seminar highlighted the adoption of smort ugrlcuitura practices to increqse

agricultural productivity and reduce input costs.

They noted that by adopting technology, agricultural production could increase by 20 to 30
percent, reduce input costs by up to 20 percent, and increase farmers income by 30 to 40

percent.

These insights were shared during a seminar on "Smart Agriculture: Issues and Challenges in
Vialue Chaoin Development” held at the DCCI ouditorium in Dhoka's Motijheel on Thursday.,

DCCl Prasident Ashraf sahmed sald, From the farmears to the consumers, we see ot least 40-45
percent post-harvest loss.”

He identified inefficiencies in the supply choin, market access barriers, and limited value
oddition as key bottlenecks in occeleroting vaolue chain development in Banglodesh's
agriculture sector. However, he highlighted the strength of Bongladesh's mobile finoncial service
(MFS) netwaork, which enobles farmers to receive subsidies directly through MF5 within a short

tirme.

State Minister for Commerce, Ahasanul Islom Titu, attended the seminar as the chiet guest. He
announced that a fully functioning one-point service desk would soon be established at DCCI Lo

provide onling IRC and ERC issuance focilities to importers and exporters.

"By the end of this year, all services of RJSC will also be poperless,” he added,

Titu emphasized the need for locally taoilored, larmer-friendly technology to implament smart
agriculture in tha country. He also stressed the importance of ensuring better ond more logical
prices for both producers and consumers through a smooth supply chain process, including
adequate organized commodity markets across the country.

He highlighted thot standardization and certification processes would ensure better and more

genuina products by specitying the exact origin of the variaty.

Titu further mentioned that the Logistic Policy 2024 is sel to be a game-changer for businesses.

He reiterated the need for ICT-backed research and innovation to bring more diversification to
Bangladesh's product baskat.

Business leaders from different sectors also spoke at the seminar,



