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Incorporate e-learning in
Nat'l Education Policy

FE REPORT

Speakers at a webinar in
the city on Saturday recom-
mended incorporating e-
learning guidelines in the
upcoming National
Education Policy aiming to
cope with the evolving glob-
al challenges for ensuring
increased economic growth
and sustainability of liveli-
hoods.

They also suggested pop-
ularising effective e-learning
system in a new normal
post-pandemic  situation,
which needs infrastructure
development including high
speed internet bandwidth,
quality and demand-driven
online contents and policy
revision.

Education Minister Dr
Dipu Moni as the chief
guest attended the webinar
styled "E-learning"

Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(DCCI) organised the event
moderated by DCCI
President Shams Mahmud.

Professor Osama Khan,
pro-vice chancellor of the
University of Surrey, UK,
presented the keynote paper.

Speakers tell webinar

He said, "E-learning is a
kind of distance learning.
For establishing e-learning
system, we need access to
resources first."

He also stressed arrange-
ment of electronic library,
high quality books, virtual
lab resources and availabili-
ty of journals.

DCCI president Shams
Mahmud, citing an estimate
of UNESCO, said 1.37 bil-
lion students worldwide
have been deprived of edu-
cation due to Covid-19.

"After a great disruption,
in the new normal situation,
an immense possibility of e-
learning system has
emerged," he said.

In terms of infrastructure
and internet affordability,
Bangladesh lags far behind
in the south Asian region, he
observed.

"We need to develop
infrastructure and quality
online contents to imple-
ment e-learning system in
the country effectively," he
said.

Students' participation in
vocational education
among the OECD countries
is about 45 percent whereas
in Bangladesh it is less than
15 percent, he added.

He recommended that
VAT and surcharge on the
usages of internet be
reduced.

Education Minister Dr
Dipu Moni said the govern-
ment started the process to
review the existing educa-
tion policy to cope with the
fast evolving challenges of
the world and make the
people technology savvy
aiming to propel economic
growth and sustainability of
livelihoods.

"We (the government)
have taken initiative to
review the National
Education Policy so that we
could cope with the chal-
lenges of the globe that keep
evolving before us," she said.

"In the wake of the 4th
Industrial Revolution, we
normally shall have to go
for e-learning in the next

four to five years," she said.

She stressed the need for
industry and academia col-
laboration for ensuring job-
replacement of educated
youths.

"Our resilience and
adoptability levels are high,
which play a catalytic role to
face the challenges, she said.

The minister said the peo-
ple of Bangladesh are very
much technology-friendly.

The government has been
successfully able to spread
online education facility
across the country, she com-
mented.

She suggested focusing
more on research and inno-
vation at the university level.

Prof Dr  Harun-or-
Rashid, vice-chancellor of
National University
Bangladesh, said, "The pan-
demic is a wake-up call for
us to think about e-learning
system."

National University
selected 1,500 teachers out
of 60,000 to provide 17,500
lectures online, he said,
adding the university has
recently appointed a direc-
tor of e-learning.
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Revised edn policy to
focus on e-learning

Hints Dipu Moni

..................... STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni has
said the government will revise the Educa-
tion Policy-2010 soon considering the neo-
normal situation.

“For that we need toforecast and project the
need of next 20-30 years. We have seen a para-
digm shift in total education system and online
education and online degree are now the need
of time. Online education will be transformed
into blended education,” she said.

The education minister came up with the
comments while, as the chief guest, address-
ing a webinar on recommendation of includ-
ing e-learning policy in the National Educa-
tion Policy- 2010 on Saturday.

Mentioning the 4th industrial revolution,
Dr Dipu Moni said Bangladesh normally
shall have to go for e-learning in the next 4 to
5 years. Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) organised the webinar to

popularize e-learning system in Bangladesh.

DCCI President Shams Mahmud moder-
ated the programme while Pro-Vice Chancel-
lor of University of Surrey of United King-
dom Professor Osama Khan presented the
keynote paper.

In his speech, DCCI president said the
startups engaged in flourishing e-learning
system should get special incentives and ac-
cess to finance.

After a great disruption, in the new nor-
mal situation, possibility of e-learning sys-
tem has been emerged a lot. But, in terms of
infrastructure and internet affordability,
Bangladesh stands far behind in the south
Asian region, said the DCCI president.

National University Vice-Chancellor Prof
Dr Harun-or-Rashid, Bangladesh Technical
Education Board Chairman Dr Md Morad
Hossain Mollah, DCCI Former Vice-Presi-
dents M Abu Horairah, and Riyadh Hossain
also spoke on the occasion.
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Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni has
said people need to drop their total

pendence on ination based as-
sessment and focus on the bright side
of e-l ing that this j ic has
forced them into.

“Every crisis has a silver lining.
This pandemic has brought us the op-
portunity to utilize the online tools
we already had to teach students to
use from all levels. We need a blend of
e-learning and physical classroom in
post Covid-19 days in the future,” she
said on Saturday.

She was speaking at a Zoom Webi-
nar on e-Learning organized by Dha-
ka Chamber of Commerce & Industry
(DCCD).

She said Bangladesh was heading
towards a combination of distance
learning and classrooi learning an-
yway but the Covid-19 situation has
accelerated it.

“We have to accept the new nor-
mal. This distance learning should
continue even after the pandemic is
settled,” Dipu said.

The education minister also said
it is very unfortunate that students
prioritize memorization over actual

DhakaTribune
A blend of classroom and

e-learning is the future

File photo of Education Minister Dr Dipu

learning which gets in the way of the
purpose of education.

“The purpose of education should
not be excelling in exams or getting a
certificate. The real purpose of edu-
cation should be learning new things,
developing values and ethics, and be-
coming a global citizen,” she also said.

Dipu further pointed out that stu-
dents who are graduating in this pan-

demic with online classes should not
be looked down upon.

“These students are no less than the
students who graduated before this pan-
demic hit the world. In fact, these stu-
dents have a great quality that is adapt-
ing to new ways of learning” she said.

Prof Mohammad Istiaq Azim of
North South University (NSU) said a
large section of this generation has in-

ternalized technology based leaming
as part of their general education, and
the policymakers should design edu-
cation systems keeping that in mind.

“This generation thinks globally
and we have to accept that. Digital
learning is a useful tool in many coun-
tries around the world and this pan-
demic has shown its necessity to the
world,” he said.

He recommended a need based
analysis when the Covid-19 situation
is settled to see if the government and
different organizations could take this
digital learning forward.

Riyadh Hossian, former vice pres-
ident of DCCI, said e-learning is the
need of the hour and it should be tak-
en forward even when students will
get back to school.

Professor Khawaza Iftekhar Uddin
of United International University
(UIU) pointed out some disadvantages
of distance learning in the context of
Bangladesh education system.

“Many students in Bangladesh are
not good with creative thinking since
our education system is heavily based
on ination based and
memorization. Teachers also need to

be trained on how to develop creativi-

ty in students,” he said. o
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High-speed internet,
quality and demand-
driven online
contents are the call
of time, experts say

Value added tax (VAT) and sur-

charges on internet usage need to *

be lowered to make e-learning ac-
cessible to all.

Also, the government will have
to ensure the development of neces-
sary infrastructure for digital leam-
ing including the availability of high-
speed internet across the country.

And the startups, involved with
the e-learning system, should get
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‘Development needs to keep
up with growth in e-learning’

special incentives and access to i
nance.

Pl . demapg driven, and. vo:.

cational, education will have to be
scaled up through e-leaming.

The speakers said this yesterday
at the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) seminar “E-
learning.”

The e-lcarning system has been
growing fast in Bangladesh, but
the pace of infrastructural develop-
ment and cost of the internet have
not been aligned with that, DCCl
President Shams Mahmud said.

“The number of participants in
Bangladesh’s vocational education is
still negligible. The govemment and
private sector should work together
to make e-leamning and vocational
education more accessible to all.”

“Our industries need a compe-
tent workforce. We need to under-
stand the demand. Our education
curriculum should be synchronised

with the local industries including
the ones engaged in apparel, agri-

culture, constryction,. and automo-,

bile businesses,” Shams said. .

And contents of online educa-
tion should be created in Bengali
keeping up with the demand of lo-
cal industries and businesses.

“We need to develop the in-
frastructure and elevate the qual-
ity of online contents. Also, low
bandwidth in Bangladesh should
be considered while creating such
content. E-learning needs to be in-
cluded in the National Education
Policy, too,” Shams said.

Education Minister Dr Dipu Moni
said, “We will need a blend of e-
learning and physical classroom in
the post-Covid-19 Bangladesh.”

“We have already decided to
revise the Education Policy 2010.
Also, we will have to focus on re-
search and innovation at the uni-
versity level.” | | SEEPAGE2COLE

About vocational education, Dipu
Moni said, “Presently 17% of students
are receiving vocational education
and the number is growing.”

University of Surrey Pro Vice
Chancellor Professor Osama Khan
said, for e-learning, access (o resourc-
es — electronic libraries, high-quality
books, virtual labs and journals - are
the things that “we need first.”

The lengthy online contents may
interrupt students’ concentration and
they should not be more than 20-min-
ute long.

A technologically enhanced social
leaming environment, the national
policy development and resource al-
location — as part of industrial strate-
gy and industry-academia collabora-

tion for workforce development - are

needed for the learn-
ing system, Osama <

“The University ks
sion should develop a framework
aligned with the industrial strategy.”

National University Bangladesh
Vice Chancellor Professor Dr Harun-
or-Rashid said, “Online education
system can accommodate more
students with a blended teaching
method.” Also, Harun-or-Rashid also
focused on restructuring the cdu-
cational system - lesson plans and
contents.

Bangladesh Technical Education
Board Chairman Dr Md Morad Hos-
sain Mollah stressed on creating in-
dustry demand-driven curriculum.

The experts also called for ensur-
ing proper training for the teachers
and the students at the webinar,
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E-learning to
get importance
N education
policy: Dipu
Moni

Staff Correspondent

THE govemment will up-
grade the education policy of
2010 giving importance on e-
learning, education minister
Dipu Moni said on Saturday
at a webinar.

In the webinar organised
by the Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industries,
the education minister said
that the government would
amend the policy for meeting
the demands of the upcoming
fourth industnal revolutions.

‘We need to continue
online-based e-learning in
future side-by-side with the
face-to-face classes,” he said.

‘The COVID-19 crisis
helped us develop the E-leam-
ing facilities,” she said. Nation-
al University vice chancellor
Harun or Rashid. American
Intermational University Bang-
ladesh wice chancellor Car-

men Lamagna, among others,
were present at the webinar.
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'Govt mulls introducing
education loan'

» Sumaia Sugra Ananna, AA

Education Minister Dr Dipu
Moni has said the government is
mulling the introduction of edu-
cation loan for stu-
dents in the country.

She was address-
ing a Zoom Webinar
on e-Learning organ-

ized by Dhaka
Chamber of
Commerce &

Industry (DCCI) on
Saturday. Dr Dipu
Moni said, "Loanscan  “~
be provided to students so that
they can continue their studies in
a smooth way. We are now
thinking about providing educa-
tion loans."

"Every crisis has a silver lin-

ing. This pandemic has brought
us the opportunity to utilize the
online tools we already had to
teach students to use from all
levels. We need a blend of e-

r learning and
‘ physical  class-
room in post

W Covid-19 days in
the future," she
said. She said
Bangladesh was
heading towards a
combination of
* distance learning
and classroom
learning anyway but the Covid-
19 situation has accelerated it.
"We have to accept the new nor-
mal. This distance learning
should continue even after the
pandemic is settled," Dipu said.
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