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Govt to monitor health guidelines
at cattle markets

STAR BusINESs REPORT

The government is closely monitoring cattle
market so that no major untoward incident
occurs amidst the Covid-19 pandemic, said
Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan yesterday.

“This year the challenge is new to us but we
are ready to strongly monitor the cattle market
but awareness among the masses will be much
more effective,” he said.

The minister was addressing a virtual meeting
on the current situation of law and order in the
country and health safety issues in the cattle
markets for upcoming Eid-ul-Azha.

The Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) organised the meeting as law
and order deteriorates almost every year ahead
of Eid-ul-Azha when traders start selling cows
across the country.

Khan also said maintaining law and order
was always a challenging task. However, the
government is always committed to controlling
the law and order situation with a firm hand, he
said.

“Our police department is working hard. They
discharged their duties continuously during the
lockdown period,” the DCCI quoted Khan as
saying while moderating the meeting.

Shams Mahmud, the DCCI president, said
the business communities were going through a

tough time because of the coronavirus pandemic.

During these challenging times, maintaining
public health by enforcing numerous restrictions
is one of the hardest tasks, he said.

“We are in such a crisis that if we imbed cattle
markets in the country, it may spread Covid-19
and if we do not allow the cattle markets, it
may cause a huge loss to farmers. So we need to
balance out this situation,” he said.

Bringing cattle markets online will be a better
option, he added.

However, in case of running cattle markets on
a limited scale, the organisers should be more
cautious about health safety issues, he said.

Zia Rahman, a professor of criminology at the
University of Dhaka, presented a keynote paper.

“We cannot avoid health risks in the
upcoming Qurbani cattle market but we might
be able to minimise the risks as best we can by
abiding by health safety measures,” he said.

Law enforcement agencies should stand
strong against all health related irregularities, he
said.

Md  Shaheen Ahamed, chairman of
Bangladesh Tanners Association, said last year’s
trade of leather, raw hide and sacrificial animals
was worth about Tk 40,000 crore.

This year though due to the Covid-19
pandemic, the market transaction volume might
come down, he said.

“Although it is hard to maintain health safety in
the cattle market, we have no other alternative but
to be aware,” he said, adding that penalties should
be imposed if anyone does not wear masks.

Md Helal Uddin, former vice president of
the Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of
Commerce and Industry, suggested customers
take several masks with them when visiting
cattle markets.

Shomi Kaiser, president of e-Consumers
Association of Bangladesh, said e-commerce
businesses have made a significant appearance
in Bangladesh during the lockdown period.

Before the coronavirus outbreak, 22 per cent
of the population under internet penetration
bought goods using e-commerce platforms and
the figure increased amidst the pandemic, she
said.

The growing momentum of the e-commerce
sector has been gathering pace over the last four
to five years.

She also admitted that there might have been
some cases of fraudulence by a few unethical
e-commerce businesses but stern action
should be taken against them with the help of
the Ministry of Commerce and Competition
Council.

But for a very few acts of fraudulence, the
entire sector should not be blamed, Kaiser
added.
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Thrust on maintaining health
guidelines at cattle markets

FE REPORT

Speakers at a webinar on
Sunday suggested popularis-
ing online cattle markets
(haat) and maintaining
proper health guidelines at
traditional haats to contain
the spread of Covid-19
ahead of Eid-ul-Azha.

They also emphasised the
need for cashless transac-
tion, wearing mask, gloves
and glass mandatorily, tem-
perature measuring and
hand washing facility, and
maintaining physical dis-
tance at haats as much as
possible to contain the viral
disease.

The speakers advised for
gradual phase out of the cul-
ture of slaughtering sacrifi-
cial animals on open streets
or in front of home to com-
bat environmental pollution
as well as avoiding contact
with the coronavirus.

The suggestions came ata
webinar titled "Current Law
and Order Situation and
Health Safety Issues ahead
of Eid-ul-Azha" organised
by Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(DCA).

Moderated and presided
over by DCCI President
Shams Mahmud, Home
Minister  Asaduzzaman
Khan addressed the virtual
event as the chief guest
while founder chairman of
Criminology Department of
Dhaka University Professor
Dr Zia Rahman presented
the keynote paper.

Bangladesh Tanners
Association (BTA) chair-
man Md Shaheen Ahamed,
Dokan Malik Shamity

(shop owners' association)
president Helal Uddin, e-
Commerce Association of
Bangladesh (e-CAB) presi-
dent Shomi Kaiser, among
others, also spoke at the pro-
gramme.

While delivering his
speech, the home minister
said required support will be
given to online platforms for
selling and transporting cattle.

He said, "Slaughtering
sacrificial animals at desig-
nated spots should start.
Though we are not yet ready
to roll out the initiative at
once but it should be done
gradually."

In his presentation, Prof
Rahman said, "Slaughtering
animals on open streets and
in front of houses is more
cultural than religious. We
need to change culture like
Saudi Arabia, Canada,
Malaysia etc where slaugh-
tering outside designated
places is prohibited."

It is not easy in a coun-
try like Bangladesh but the
practice must start taking
advantage of the pandem-

ic, he said.

Besides, he called on the
authorities concerned to be
watchful about organised
crimes during Eid time.

The DCCI president said,
"If the cattle markets are
allowed, it may spread
Covid-19; on the other
hand, if we do not allow the
market, it may cause a huge
loss to cattle farmers."

In that case, 'digital haat'
or digital cattle market and
cashless transaction can be
better alternatives but it
should also be considered
that virtual markets are cap-
ital-centric, he said.

Law enforcement agen-
cies need to be vigilant to
ensure that people wear
masks, gloves, glass, wash
their hands before entering
the cattle markets, Mr
Mahmud said.

The BTA chairman said
due to the effects of pan-
demic, the number of sacri-
ficed animals may decline
significantly during the
upcoming Eid.
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lv. monitor the cattle
market but awareness
among mass people

will be much effective,” he
added.

Shams said that during
this challenging moment,
maintaining the wheel of
life was one of the hardest
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DCCI seeks strong
monitoring on
health safety in
cattle market

Bangladesh Sangbad
Sangstha - Dhaka

THE Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on
Sunday wurged authorities
concerned to ensure strong
monitoring on health safety
issues in cattle market for
Eid-ul-Azha.

The chamber made the
call at a webinar on ‘Cur-
rent law and order situation
in the country and health
safety issues in the Qurbani
haat during upcoming Eid-
ul Azha' in the city, said a
press release.

tasks while keeping pub-
1lIC hiealin saie ai e same
time.

‘We are in such a cri-
sis that if we imbed cattle
markets in the country, it
may spread Covid-19 and
if we do not allow cattle
market, it may cause a huge
loss to the animal farm-
ers. So, we need to

Home minister Asaduz-
zaman Khan joined the
webinar as the chief guest
while DCCI  president
Shams Mahmud moderated
the meeting.

Asaduzzaman Khan said
that the government was al-
ways committed to control
law and order situation in a
strong hand.

‘Our police department
is working hard. They have
discharged their duties con-
tinuously during the lock
down time. This vear the
challenge is new to us but

Continued on Page 11 Col. 5

balance this situation. In
ilai case, “Digiial Haai®
or digital cattle market

would be a better option,’
he said.

But in the case of limited
cattle market, he said, the
organisers should be more
cautious about the health
safety issues.

Thanking the law en-

forcement agencies, Shams
said that they did a great

humanitarian job, espe-
cially in the lock-down
situation.

‘Over and above, law en-
forcing agencies need to be
more active to maintain law
and order situation under
control during Eid time,’ he
added.
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DCCI favours

safe limited
cattle market

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Alongside digital platform, limited cattle markets can be set up
with maintaining health safety to make a balance between Covid-19
health risks and potential losses of animal farmers, a top trade body
has suggested.

“Weareinsucha crisis that if we set up cattle markets in the coun-
try, it may spread Covid-19 and if we do not allow cattle market, it may
cause a huge loss to the animal farmers,” Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce & Industry (DCCI) president Shams Mahmud Sunday.

“So we need to balance this situation,” the leader of the top Dha-
ka-based trade body added.

He was speaking at a DCCI webinar on ‘current law and order sit-
uation in the country and health safety issues in the Qurbani haat
during upcoming Eid-ul Adha.’

For the balance, ‘Digital Haat’ or digital cattle market can be a bet-
ter option, according to DCCI.

But in case of limited cattle market, the organisers must be cau-
tious about health safety issues, its president stressed.

“We're going through a tough time because of Covid-19 pandemic.
During this challenging moment, maintaining wheel of life keeping
health safe is one of the hardest tasks of the time,” Shams remarked.

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan joined the webinar as the
chief guest.

Law enforcing agencies need to be more active to maintain law and
order situation under control during Eid, the DCCI president request-
ed the home minister:

Inreply, Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan said maintaining law
and order is always a challenging task. Government is always com-
mitted to controlling law and order situation with strong hand.

“Our police department is hard working. They have discharged
their duties continuously during the lock down time. This year the
challenge is new to us but we are ready to strongly monitor the cattle
market but awareness among mass people will be much effective,” the
home minister noted.

Professorof Criminology Departmentof Dhaka University Dr Zia
Rahman presented the keynote paper at the event.

“We cannot avoid health risks in the upcoming Qurbani cattle
market, but we might be able to minimise the risks if we abide by
health safety measures,” he said.

In his regard, law enforcement agencies should stand strong
against all health related irregularities, he observed.

At the same time, he put emphasis on exploring online market plat-
form for safe celebration of Eid-ul Adha.

“For a safe Eid-ul Adha celebration, government should give clear
guidelines for the farmers, transporters and buyers,” he insisted.

Bangladesh Tanners' Association chairman Shaheen Ahamed
hinted that this year market transaction volume of raw hide may
come down because of Covid-19

A year earlier, the market size of leather, raw hide and sacrificial
animals was around Tk 400 billion, he informed.

About this year’s cattle market, he also stressed on health aware-
ness, although it is hard to maintain health safety in the cattle mar-
ket. He also suggested imposing penalty if anyone does not wear
mask. President of Bangladesh Dokan Malik Samity Md Helal Ud-
din suggested all to take several masks with them while buying ani-
mals from the cattle market.

Healso called for facilitating small traders who were badly hit dur-
ing the Covid-19 crisis.

e-CAB president and FBCCI director Shomi Kaiser said e-com-
merce business has been emerged alot in Bangladesh during thelock-
down situation.
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DCCI urges tor strong monitoring

» AA Business Desk

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce
and Industry (DCCI) on Sunday
urged authorities concerned to
ensure strong monitoring on
health safety issues in cattle mar-
ket for the holy Eid-ul-Azha.

The chamber made the call at a
webinar on "current law and order
situation in the country and
health safety issues in the Qurbani
haat during upcoming Eid-ul
Azha" in the city, said a press
release.

Home Minister Asaduzzaman
Khan joined the webinar as the
chief guest while DCCI President
Shams Mahmud moderated the
meeting. Asaduzzaman Khan said
the government is always commit-
ted to control law and order situa-
tion in a strong hand.

"Our police department is
working hard. They have dis-
charged their duties continuously
during the lock down time. This
year the challenge is new to us but
we are ready to strongly monitor
the cattle market but awareness
among mass people will be much
effective," he added. Shams
Mahmud said during this chal-
lenging moment, maintaining

Health safety issues in cattle market

As thousands of sellers and buyers gather at cattle nmrkets, it could

turn into a major cluster for coronavirus infections.

wheel of life is one of the hardest
tasks keeping health safe at the
time. "We are in such a crisis that
if we imbed cattle markets in the
country, it may spread Covid-19
and if we do not allow cattle mar-
ket, it may cause a huge loss to the
animal farmers. So, we need to
balance this situation. In that case,
'Digital Haat' or digital cattle mar-
ket would be a better option," he
said. But in the case of limited cat-
tle market, he said, the organizers

-UNB

should be more cautious about
health safety issues. Thanking the
law enforcement agencies, Shams
Mahmud said that they did a great
humanitarian job especially in the
lock-down situation. "Over and
above, law enforcing agencies
need to be more active to maintain
law and order situation under con-
trol during Eid time," he added.
Chairman of the Bangladesh
Tanners Association Md Shaheen
Ahamed, former Vice President of

FBCCI and President of the
Bangladesh Dokan Malik Samity
Md Helal Uddin and President of
e-CAB and Director of FBCCI
Shomi Kaiser, among others,
spoke on the occasion.

Md Shaheen Ahamed said that
last year the market of leather,
rawhide and sacrificial animals
was of about Taka 40-thousand
crore. But this year, due to Covid-
19 pandemic the market transac-
tion volume might come down, he
added. "Despite it is hard to main-
tain health safety in the cattle
market but we have no other alter-
native but to be aware," he added.

He also suggested imposing
penalty if anyone does not wear
mask. Md Helal Uddin suggested
all to take several masks with
them while buying animals from
the cattle market. He thanked the
government that prices of essen-
tial commodities were in control
during locked down time.

Shomi Kaiser said e-commerce
business has emerged a lot in
Bangladesh during the lock-down
situation. Before Covid-19 outbreak,
22 percent people under internet
penetration bought goods using e-
commerce which has been doubled
during pandemic time, she added.
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DCCT urges for strong monitoring on
health safety issues in cattle market

Business Desk

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI) on Sunday urged authori-
ties concerned to ensure strong monitor-
ing on health safety issues in cattle market
for the holy Eid-ul-Azha.

The chamber made the call at a webinar
on “current law and order situation in the
country and health safety issues in the
Qurbani haat during upcoming Eid-ul
Azha" in the city, said a press release.

Home Minister Asaduzzaman Khan
joined the webinar as the chief guest
while DCCI President Shams Mahmud
moderated the meeting,

Asaduzzaman Khan said the govern-
ment is always committed to control law
and order situation in a strong hand.

"Our police department is working
hard. They have discharged their duties
continuously during the lock down time.
This year the challenge is new to us but
we are ready to strongly monitor the cat-
tle market but awareness among mass
people will be much effective,” he added.

Shams Mahmud said during this chal-
lenging moment, maintaining wheel of
life is one of the hardest tasks keeping

health safe at the time. "We are in such a
crisis that if we imbed cattle markets in
the country, it may spread Covid-19 and if
we do not allow cattle market, it may
cause a huge loss to the animal farmers.
So, we need to balance this situation. In
that case, 'Digital Haat' or digital cattle
market would be a better option,” he said.

But in the case of limited cattle market,
he said, the organizers should be more
cautious about health safety issues.

Thanking the law enforcement agen-
cies, Shams Mahmud said that they did a
great humanitarian job espedally in the
lock-down situation.

"Over and above, law enforcing agen-
cies need to be more active to maintain
law and order situation under control
during Eid time," he added.

Chairman of the Bangladesh Tanners
Association Md Shaheen Ahamed, for-
mer Vice President of FBCCI and Presi-
dent of the Bangladesh Dokan Malik
Samity Md Helal Uddin and President of
e-CAB and Director of FBCCI Shomi
Kaiser, among others, spoke on the occa-
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