DCCI dismayed
at container
detention
charge

FE REPORT

Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce & Industry
(DCCI) expressed concerns
over imposing container
detention charge amid the
virus-induced shutdown sit-
uation.

When Bangladesh is
imposing the container
detention charge, shipping
lines in India and New
Zealand already exempted
the same for the importers,
the DCCI said in a state-
ment released on Saturday.

The DCCI also requested
the Bangladesh Bank to take
cognizance of the law of the
land not to allow outward
remittance in foreign
exchange applied by the
shipping lines or their
agents as demurrage charge
was collected during the
shutdown period from
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importers violating the cir-
cular of DG, Shipping
07/2020 dated 29 April,
2020,

In the wake of this chal-
lenging business situation
induced by the coronavirus,
Department of Shipping
issued the circular on April
29 directing shipping lines
not to realise container
detention charges during
the shutdown period, it
pointed out.

Despite the directives of
the Department of
Shipping, the shipping lines
were imposing container
detention chargers putting a
heavy burden on importers
in this critical time, it
claimed.

Considering the epidemic
situation, the shipping liners
and agents should waive
container demurrage charge

and they should abstain
from imposing any new or
additional charges during
the period, it further said.

The Chittagong Port
Authority (CPA) has its
own authority as per Port
Ordinance 1976 to look
into the matter and it may
take necessary measures
against shipping lines if
they breach any directives
of the CPA in order to
reduce port congestion.

There should be a uni-
form policy governing
rational and logical deten-
tion charges on import and
export shipments by foreign
shipping lines.

The DCCI also requested
private ICDs/off-dock oper-
ators to waive the empty
container handling charges
and export goods stuffing
package charges during the
shutdown period.
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