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Producing active pharmaceutical
ingredients (API), raw materials of
medicine, is urgent to save the coun-
try’s promising pharmaceuticals
industry still heavily dependent on
imports, industry insiders have said.

“Though the pharmaceutical in-
dustry has grown rapidly since 1982
and now meets 98% of the total do-
mestic demand, the country has yet
to produce API” said Md Zia Uddin,
chairman of the Active Fine Chemi-
cals Limited.

He said the industry had to import
about 97% of API every year for phar-
maceutical goods production.

“The potential of the pharmaceu-
tical industry is increasing with the
rising demand of drugs. On the oth-
er hand, the scarcity of APIs in local
industry is getting acute day by day,”
said Sheikh Maksudur Rahman, di-
rector of API project, ACME Labora-
tories Ltd.

In such situation, he warned, drug
production in the country might face
closure within 10 to 15 years.

Referring to a case study, he said
production of Renitidine, a drug
which had a market worth Tk29 crore
in the country and was being shipped
to dozens of countries, was about to
close because of its API shortage.

“We would import the API from
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API production stressed to
save pharma industry

two companies of India, but they
suddenly stopped exporting the raw
materials,” he said, adding that India
and China were competing to grab
the global pharmaceutical market.
They came up with the points
while addressing a seminar on pros-
pects and challenges of API arranged
by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) at the organization’s
office in the capital yesterday.
Bangladesh Investment Devel-
opment Authority (BIDA) Chairman
Md Sirazul Islam, Director of the
Directorate General of Drug Admin-
istration (DGDA) Md Ruhul Amin,

former DGDA Director General Ma-
jor . General Dr Jahangir Hossain
Mollick and DCCI President Osama
Taseer were present in the program,
among others.

Mollick said API sector was ne-
glected in the country yet.

“The government initiated a high-
tech park for API production in 2008,
but we did not see any mentionable
progress of the proposed park in 11
years,” he said, informing that the
authorities only acquired land for the
proposed park.

He, however, suggested that the
government complete the construc-

tion of the park as early as possible
to save the pharmaceutical industry.

On the other hand, the govern-
ment enacted a policy giving huge
facilities to API producing industries
but some of its agencies including
the revenue board were not imple-
menting their parts yet, said Mollick,
calling for necessary measures.

He urged private sector to
come forward for mvesnng in API
productions. :

For local production of APIs, the
country needed modem infrastruc-
ture, skilled manpower and technical
know-how, said DCCI president.

“We should focus on achieving
self-sufficiency in quality API pro-
duction sustainable pharmaceutical
sector,” he added, saying that they
could run joint-ventures with inter-
national firms producing APIs for
gather technical experiences.

BIDA executive chairman said that
Bangladeshi locally produced medi-
cines cater the 98% of domestic de-
mand and export worth $135 million
to 120 countries.

“After 2027, when Bangladesh
will become a middle income coun-
try may lose existing facilities under
TRIPS agreement, but we need to be
prepared by this time,” he said, add-
ing that academic and industry col-
laboration was important in case of
research on API productions. e
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Stakeholders want consistent regulatory,
fiscal support to produce API

Staff Correspondent

EXPERTS and businesses
on Saturday demanded
consistent regulatory and
fiscal support from the gov-
ernment to produce active
pharmaceuticals ingredient
for the sustainability of the
country’s pharmaceuticals
mdustn bevond Agreement
on Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property rights
regime.

As a backward linkage in-
dustry, active pharmaceuti-
cals ingredient has been suf-
fering from lack of required
investment and proper re-
search and development,
the said at a seminar on
Prospects and Challenges of
API Industry in Bangladesh
organised by Dhaka Cham-
ber of Commerce and Indus-
try at its office in the city.

Speakers also empha-
sised on the compliance
standard provided by the
International Conference
on Harmonisation for the
penetration of Bangladeshi
pharmaceuticals in the ex-
port market in big way.

Although Bangladesh's
pharmaceuticals export
were growing by 15 per cent
year on vear but if the indus-
try does not comply with the
ICH guidelines, the export

Chief Guest
Mr. Md. Sirazul Islam

Bangladesh Investment Development Authority executive chairman Md Sirazul Islam speaks as chief guest at a seminar on
Prospects and Challenges of AP Industry in Bangladesh organised by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry at the chamber
office in Dhaka on Saturday. Director of Directorate General of Drug Administration Md Ruhul Amin, DCCI president Osama Taseer

and senior vice-president Waqgar Ahmed Choudhury were present, among others, at the programme.

might be back tracked, they
said.

The government has al-
located 200 acres land at
Munshigan) for developing
API Park but the park was
being delayed due to many
factors including lack of in-
frastructure, gas connection
and electricity supply. said

Md Rabiul Islam, a profes-
sor of chemistry at Maulana
Bhashani Science and Tech-
nology University.

He presented a keynote
paper in the seminar say-
ing that innovative and skill
chemists were needed to get
pure API molecule.

Rabiul emphasised on at-

tractive pay structure in the
industry to get skilled man-
power and collaborative re-
search between universities
and industries.

As a least developed
country, Bangladesh has
been enjoving patent weaver
in producing pharmaceu-
ticals from WTO's Council

— New Age photo

for Trade-Related Aspects of
Intellectual Property Rights
and it would continue up to
2031.

"We are getting the facil-
ity as an LDC, but Bangla-
desh is going to graduate to
a middle income country by
2024 and then the country

Continued on B2 Col. 1

Continued from B1
would not get the patent
weaver facility, said com-
merce ministry jolnt secre:
tary Md Hafizur Rahman,

He said for facing the
gaduation  challenges,
the pharmaceutical ~sec-
tor would have to go for a
strong APT industry as cur-
rently Bangladesh produce
80 per cent generic medi-
cine and 20 per cent patent
médicing,

[ahangir Hossain, former

director general of drug ad-
ministration, said the
emment  provided - policy
support to the APT industry
but some of the government
agencies were reluctant to
inplement the policy.

He said collaboration
between local and foreign
farms and transfer of tech-
nology was important for
developing AP industry.

Md Rubul Amin, direc-
tor of Directorate General of
Drug Administration, said

Bangladesh would have to

gov- prepare for producing large

molecule and the alignment
of industry with universities
id mustto do so.

He assured pharmaceuti
cals producers to provide all
out support for patent say-
ing that TRIPS would not be
needed for Bangladesh after
graduation if the industry
comes for more patent medi-
cine,

Md Sirazul Islam, execu-
tive chairman of Bangladesh

Investment  Development

Authority, said as a back-
ward linkage industry, APl
Park should be developed
and the goverment pro-
vided policy support for the
sector, BIDA would provide
all-out support to the indus-
try to remove the existing
impediments, he said.

Md Zia Uddin, chaiman
of Active Fine Chemicals
Ld, said the government
announced tax holiday and
VAT weaver for the API in-

dustry but the Board of Rev-
enue does not mplement
the policy propetly.

DCCT president Osama
Taseer said for local pro-
duction of APL, Bangladesh
needs modem skills and
technical know-how.

‘We need to focus on
achieving  self-sufficiency
in quality APl production
o support and sustain the
pharmaceutical sector be-
yond TRIPS regime later
2033, he added.
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Initiatives sought for active
pharma ingredients

» AA Business Desk

Speakers at a seminar on Saturday
laid emphasis on the policy support
and incentives to tap the potentiality
of country's active pharmaceutical
ingredients (API) industry.

They also urged the government to
conduct extensive research and devel-
opment initiatives for a sustainable
API industry to raise the stake in $ 45
billion market.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) organized the semi-
nar on "Prospects and challenges of
API industry in Bangladesh" at DCCI
auditorium, according to a press
release, reports BSS.

DCCI President Osama Taseer said
pharmaceuticals
industry's one of
the major chal-
lenges is import
dependency on
raw materials as
the local API
producers can
supply only 5
percent of
demand, which is relatively cheaper
than imported API.

"We need modern skills and tech-
nical ability for the API industry to
contribute more to trim the import
dependency,” he said, adding,
"Capacity  building of local
researchers, academic institutions,
manufacturers and professionals are
needed to be immediately addressed
through public and private sector."

The DCCI President also empha-
sized to make joint ventures with
international API producers and gain
experience from them.

Speaking on the occasion as chief
guest, Executive Chairman of
Bangladesh Investment Development
Authority (BIDA) Md Sirazul Islam
termed the medical science as a live

- -

science and put emphasized on indus-
try-academia  collaboration for
research and development for a better
API industry. "We need to utilize our
universities for vigorous research, and
BIDA will assist for the development
of API sector," he added.

Islam said locally produced medi-
cines are catering 98 percent of coun-
try's total demand and Bangladesh is
currently exporting medicines of
about $ 135 million to about 120 coun-
tries which indicates its strong foot-
print in this sector.

"If public and private sector work
together, nothing is impossible," he
added. Director of Directorate General
of Drug Administration (DGDA) Md
Ruhul Amin said DGDA is firmly com-
mitted to sup-
port to grow the
API industry in
Bangladesh by
extending policy
implementation.
"But, research
and develop-
- ment are must to

“* do something
good in the API industry,” he said.
Amin requested the entrepreneurs to
invest more in this sector.

Professor Dr Md Rabiul Islam of
the Department of Chemistry at
Maulana Bhashani Science and
Technology University made keynote
presentation. He said domestic phar-
maceutical market size is Taka 20,512
crore having annual growth of 10 per-
cent. Major Gen Dr. Jahangir Hossain
Mollick (Retd), Former Director
General of DGDA, M Hafizur
Rahman, Director of WTO Cell at
Ministry of Commerce, Dr. Sheikh
Maksudur Rahman, Director (API
Project), Acme Laboratories Ltd. and
Active Fine Chemicals Chairman M
Zia Uddin spoke as designated pan-
elists.
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