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EXPEETS and  biisiness
leaders on Saturday identi-
fied a set of challenges. in-
cluding energy price hike,
unplanned urhanisation,
limited skills diversity, slow
reforms and limited capacity
of industrial infrastructure,
in improving competitive-
ness and =ase of doing busi-
IIBsS.

At a seminar on ‘Country
competitiveness of Bangla-
desh: challengss and way
forward’, thev also said that
policy reforms, skill devel
opment, implementation of
the special economic zones,
product diversification. and
faster 1mplementation of
mega projects were the key
driving forces for improving
the state of competitiveneass.

The Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry or-
ganised the seminar at Six
Seasons Hotel in Dhaka.

Prime minister's private
Conbinued frorm B1
He stressed the need for skll
development for bettar com-
petitiveness of the country
and to cope with the chal-
lenges of the fourth indus-
trial revolution.

Bangladesh Garment
Manufacturers and Export-
ers Association president
Eubana Hug urged for inter-
mimisterial coordination to
make the decision making
process smoother.

Inmovation, research and
development in the readwv-
made garment sector was
important for its sustainabil-
ity, she said.

Besides RMG, the govern-
ment should focus on diver-
sification of other sectors to
compets in the international
market, she added.

DCCI president Osama
Taseer said that the govern-
ment's fast-track infrastruc-
ture projects would enable
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Experts, business leaders stress
Improvement in competltlveness

BANGLADESH

Prime minister's private industry and investment affairs adviser Salman F Rahman speaks at a seminar organized by the Dhaka
Chamber of Commernce and Industry at Six Seasons Hotel in Dhaka on Saturday. Bangladesh Garment Manufacturers and
Exporters Association president Rubana Hug, DCCI president Osama Taseer, sanidr vicepresident Wagar Ahmad Choudhury
and vice-president Imran Ahmed, AZ21 programme policy adviser Anir Chowdhury, PRAN RFL Group chairman and chief executive
officer Ahsan Khan Chowdhury and South Asian Metwork on Economic Modelling executive director Selim Raihan were present

at the event

industry and investment af-
fairs adviser Salman F Rah-
man said that the country
would need to work hard

the country's competitive-
ness where Bangladesh's
global position was 105th
among 141 countries.

Improved competitive-
ness of Bangladesh would
support footwear, plastic
goods, ceranmc, formture,
jute processing. electromics
and ICT to grow, he said.

South Asian Network on
Economic Modelling execu-
tive director Selim Raihan.
in a kev note paper, said that
Bangladesh had been wat-
nessing sluggish private sec-
tor investment, falling trend
in export-GDP remittance-
GDP and FDI-GDP ratios in
recent vears.

He suggested undertak-
ing of reforms in critical eco-
nomic domains. faster and
cost-effective implementa-
tion of mega projects and
skill development.

The SEZs could be the
game changer to attract large

to improve the investment
climate although many re-
formis had taken place under
the present government.

scale FDI and export diversi-
fication, he said.

PRAN RFL Group chair-
man and chief execu-
tivea officer Ahsan Khan
Chowdhury said that the
important thing was to
identify the problems in
each sector and to find out
the appropriateé measures
to resolve them.

Improvement of port fa-
cility on a priority basis was
important to improve com-
petitiveness, he said.

DCCI  directors  Abul
Easem Khan, Akber Hakim,
Andalesb Hasan, Ashraf
Ahmmed, Deen hlahars-
med, Enamul Hague Pat-
wary, Hossain A Sikder, Kh
Rashedul Ahsan, NMNd Al
Amin, Md Rashedul Kanm
bdunna, Mohammad Ba-
shiruddin, Nuher L Khan,
Shams Mahmud and Sh
Zillur Rahman, senior vice-
president Wagar Ahmad

Access to finance is still
a challenge for the entre-
preneurs. he said. suggest-
ing on establishment of a

Choudhury and vice-presi-
dent Imran Ahmed and AZI
programme policy adviser
Anir Chowdhury were pre-
sent, among others. at the
Programime,
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specialised bond market
for long-term financing
mechanism.

Continued an B2 Col. 1
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-Speakers address a seminar on country competitiveness organized by Dhaka Chamber

of Commerce and Industry at a Dhaka hotel yesterday

COURTESY

DCCI: Fast track projects
to improve country’s
competitiveness

A

'Tribune Desk

President of Dhaka Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry Osama Taseer said
yesterday that the government’s fast
track infrastructure projects will en-
hance competitiveness of Bangladesh.

Speaking at a seminar titled
“Country Competitiveness of Bangla-
desh: Challenges and Way Forward”
at a hotel in Dhaka, he also said: Pri-
.vate sector is the lifeline of our econo-
my. Investment and trade promotion
largely rely on doing business and
country competitiveness state of a
country, according to a press release.

“But we have some challenges
like energy price hike, unplanned ur-
banization, unemployment, limited
skills diversity, slow reforms, climate
change, limited capacity for adopting
4IR technologies and industrial in-
frastructure. We need to work hard
to improve our competitiveness po-
sition through focused development

moves,” he added.

Dr Selim Raihan, executive director
at the South Asian Network on Eco-
nomic Modeling (Sanem), presented
the keynote paper at the seminar.

Salman F Rahman, private invest-
ment and industry adviser to the
prime minister, said, “We need to

~work hard to improve on the prevail-

ing investment climate,” as he hoped
that by 2021 Bangladesh will be able to

‘place its position within'double digit

in the Ease of Doing Business index.

Dr Rubana Hug, president at the
BGMEA, urged for inter-ministeri-
al 'coordination for smoother deci-
sion-making process, while urging
for innovation, research and devel-
opment in the RMG sector for its sus-
tainability.

Ahsan Khan Chowdhury, chalr-
man and CEO at PRAN RFL, said: we
need to identify the problems of each
sector and find out the appropriate
measures to solve these _p;oblergs/
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'Improve BD ranking
on EoDB index'

» AA Business Desk

Prime Minister's Private Industry and Investment
Adviser Salman F Rahman said all concerned need
to work hard to improve the investment climate and
place Bangladesh to the double digit slot in the ease
of doing business index by 2021.

"We need to work hard and more to improve the
investment climate and I hope that by 2021,
Bangladesh will be able to place it within the double
digit in the ease of doing business index," he said.

The PM's Adviser was addressing a seminar on
"Country Competitiveness of Bangladesh:
Challenges and Way Forward"” as the chief guest
organized by Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) on Saturday at a city hotel.

Chaired by DCCI President Osama Taseer,
BGMEA President Dr Rubana Hugq, Policy Adviser
of a2i program of the ICT Division Anir
Chowdhury, and
Pran RFL Group -

Chairman and CEO
Ahsan Khan m
Chowdhury spoke, =

among others, on the :
occasion. SANEM ﬂ &
Executive Director Dr « & |
Selim Raihan pre-

sented the keynote P

paper. Speaking on et £ -‘{

the occasion as the Salman F Ralunan
chief guest, Salman F

Rahman said various reforms have been done by
the present government and also urged the busi-
ness community to reach this message to the mass
people as well as in the international arena.

"Bangladesh has done tremendous successes
especially in the agriculture sector,” he said and
called for diversification of agro-products for
boosting export. Noting that access to finance is
still a challenge for the entrepreneurs, Salman sug-
gested for establishing a specialized bond market
for long-term financing mechanism.

For better competitiveness of the country and to
cope up with the challenges of 4th industrial revo-
lution, he stressed on skills development.

The speakers at the seminar said country com-
petitiveness is inevitable for improved economy
while policy reforms, skills development, SEZs,
product diversification and faster implementation
of the mega projects are the key changers.
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