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Forming halal certification
body stressed

Bangladesh Sangabd
Sangstha - Dhaka

SPEAKERS at a seminar in
Dhaka on Saturday under-
scored the need for a halal
certification body in the coun-
try to tap the trillion dollar in-
ternational halal food market.

They put such emphasis
at the seminar on ‘Ensuring
safe and halal food: present
context and necessary meas-
ures’ at Dhaka Chamber of
Commerce and Industry on
Saturday.

Organised by the DCCI,
the UAE ambassador to
Bangladesh Saed Moham-
med Al-Muhairi was present
as the guest of honour while
Islamic Foundation director
general Shamim Mohammad
Afjal and Bangladesh Food
Safety Authority chairman
Sveda Sarwar Jahan were
present as special guests.

DCCI president Osama
Taseer chaired the seminar
while DCCI senior vice-pres-
ident Wagar Ahmad Choud-
hury made the concluding
remarks, said a DCCI press
release.

The UAE ambassador to
Bangladesh Saed Mohammed
Al-Muhairi said that the pop-
ulanty of halal foods and oth-
er consumer itemms had been
nsing even among the non-
Muslim populations around
the world as halal foods were
hygienic and healthy.

‘The global consumption
value of halal food increase
with 8.14 per cent average
growth rate and over the next
five years, the halal food mar-
ket will register a 6.1 per cent
compound annual growth
rate in terms of revenue,” he
said.

The UAE ambassador also
hoped that Bangladesh would
soon enter into not only the

DCCI president Osama Taseer speaks at a seminar on ‘Ensuring safe and halal food: present
context and necessary measures’ at the Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and Industry in Dhaka
on Saturday. UAE ambassador to Bangladesh Saed Mohammed Al-Muhairi, Islamic Foundation
director general Shamim Mohammad Afjal and Bangladesh Food Safety Authority chairman Syeda

Sarwar lahan were also present on the occasion.

UAE market, but also into the
global market of halal prod-
ucts. DCCI president Osama
Taseer in his welcome address
said that agriculture and food
products were the second
largest export sector in Bang-
ladesh exporting $1.4 billion
in FY 2018-19 after the RMG
sector.

“To expand the export vol-
ume and export basket of
Bangladesh, we need to en-
sure quality and standard of
our food products,” he said
adding that because of weak
infrastructure, inadequate
eco-system, weak standard
quality certification and low
value addition, Bangladesh
was falling behind in con-
formity assessment and losing
competiiveness in interna-
tional market.

Islamic Foundation direc-
tor general Shamim Moham-
mad Afjal underscored the
need for establishing some
sort of One Stop Service point
under BSTI for halal certifica-
tion and testing. He empha-
sised on adopting science
and technology for the devel-
opment of halal certification

process.
Bangladesh Food Safety

Authority chaimman Syeda
Sarwar Jahan said that Bang-
ladesh was the fifth largest
country in the global Muslim
food and beverage consump-
tion market. ‘If we can ensure
safe and halal production of
meat, then it could have the
opportunity to explore new
window of intermational mar-
ket in Muslim countries. So,
it is high time for us to work
together for ensuring safe and
halal food for our life and
health as well as for sustain-
able development,’ she added.

Professor AK Obidul Hug,
also chairman of the Depart-
ment of Food Technology and
Nutnitional Science of Mou-
lana Bhashani Science and
Technology University, in
his keynote paper said that
non-halal food was a threat
and nisk to the Muslims and
harmed the national econo-
my, trade and tourism.

He recommended for es-
tablishing a halal accredita-
tion body. testing laboratories,
halal processing zones in

Bangladesh.

— New Age photo

Samia Abdellatif. RACS
conformity director. Dubai,
UAE, also presented a paper.
She said that for halal certi-
fication, adequate infrastruc-
tures and enforcement were
needed since Bangladesh
had potentials of have testing
laboratories and halal accredi-
tation body. She invited Bang-
ladesh to be an active member
of International Halal Associa-
tion Forum.

ACI Food Limited deputy
executive director of Anup
Kumar Saha, Bengal Meat
CEO AFM Asif, Department
of Agriculture Extension post-
harvest technology and man-
agement specialist Md Saleh
Ahmed and DCCI coordinat-
ing director Enamul Haque
Patwarv spoke on the occa-
sion as panel discussants.

The speakers at the semi-
nar also wrged the govemn-
ment to allocate 10 economic
zones out of 100 for halal food
processing. They also urged to
give credit facility and tax in-
centives to the private sector
to promote them in coming
up with more investments in
this sector.



DhakaTribune

/FBCCI. UAE to set up global
halal certification centre

lTribune Desk

FBCCI President Sheikh Fazle Fahim
sought yesterday support from the
global rated Halal Certification Au-
thority of the United Arab Emirates
(UAE) yesterday to set up a global ha-
lal certification centre.

The issue came up at a discussion
at the FBCCI premises between its
leaders and the Ambassador of UAE
to Bangladesh Saed Mohammed
Almbeiri, said a press release.

Fahim emphasized the importance
of knowledge and technology transfer

for halal certification, particularly the .

development of training modules, soft
skills and physical infrastructure nec-
essary for a globally rated halal unified
certification system at the FBCCIto tap
into the business potential in the inter-
national halal market.

Saed Mohammed Almheiri ex-
pressed his keen irterest in working
with the umbrella trade organization
to set up a comprehensive halal certi-
fication centre that would target mul-
tiple stages of the halal supply chain
that emphasizes attention to process-
ing quality, safety and standards.

Samia Abdellatif, conformity di-
rector of RACS Quality Certificates Is-
suing Services based in Dubai, shared
an overview of the halal certification
process and looked forward to coop-
erating with the FBCCI in developing
training modules engaging Islamic

experts, scientists and auditors on

_the three step verification procedure
that is mandated by the globally rat-
ed halal agencies.

DCCl also urges govt to establish
halal certification body

In another program yesterday, Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and Industry

FBCCI President Sheikh Fazle Fahim and Ambassador of UAE to Bangladesh Saed

Mohammed Almheiri attend a discussion at the former’s office in Dhaka yesterday

Muslims throughout
the world spent $1.3
trillion yearly on an
average only for
food and beverages,
while their total
expenditure was -
about $2.1 trillion

(DCCI) President Osama Taseer urged
the government to set up a halal cer-
tification body so that the country
could export halal foods to the Mus-
lim majority countries without any
hassle.

“The market of halal foed is ex-
panding day by day,” he said, adding
that exports to the markets needed
halal certification.

He came up with the call while ad-
dressing a seminar titled "Ensuring
Safe and Halal Food: present context
and necessary measures" at DCCI of-
fice in the capital.

Ambassador of the UAE in Bangla-
desh Saed Mohammed Al-Muhairi,
Director General of Islamic Founda-
tion Shamim Mohammad Afjal and
Chairman of Bangladesh Food Safety
Authority Syeda Sarwar Jahan were
present in the program, among others.

Currently, the Muslims through-
out the world spent $1.3 trillion year-
ly on an average only for food and
beverages, while their total expendi-
ture was about $2.1 trillion, a 11.9% of
the total annual expenditure of the
world, Taseer mentioned. '

Besides, the Muslim population
would increase by 35% in the next 20
years across the world, which meant
further expansion of halal foods mar-
ket, he added.

“To tap the market, we need inter-
national standard halal certification
authorities the certification of which
would be accepted globally,” DCCI
president demanded.

Hinting at the huge potentials, he
said agriculture and food product
was the second largest export sector
after RMG sector in Bangladesh, cur-
rently exporting $1.4 billion.

“To expand the exports, we need to
ensure quality and standard of our food
products also,” he told the program. ®
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Long-term road map stressed
for safe, halal food

UNB, Dhaka

Speakers at a seminar yesterday under-
scored the need for a long-term road map
and effective policy as well as strengthen-
ing institutional capacity to ensure safe and
halal food in the country.

They also urged the stakeholders to come
forward along with the government to meet
the growing demand of halal food across
the world.

Dhaka Chamber of Commerce and
Industry (DCCI) organised the seminar on
“ensuring safe and halal food: Present
context and necessary measures’.

Prof Dr AK Obidul Hugq, chairman of Food
Technology and Nutritional Science of
Mawlana Bhashani Science and Technology
University, and Dr Samia Abdellatif,
conformity director of RACS of the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), presented papers at
the event.

DCCI President Osama Taseer in his
welcome address said agriculture and food
product was Bangladesh’s 2nd largest
export sector after the RMG bagging US$1.4
billion in 2018-19 fiscal year. “To expand
the export volume and export basket of
Bangladesh, we need to ensure quality and
standard of our food products.”

He, however, lamented that because of
weak infrastructure, inadequate eco-
system, weak standard quality certification
and low value addition, they are falling
behind in conformity assessment and
losing competitiveness in international
market.

The DCCI chief said the Muslim popu-
lation will increase by 35 per cent in the

next 20 years across the world. “The global
Islamic market is around US$2.1 trillion
which contributes 11.9 per cent to the world
expenditure.”

Globally, Muslim nations spent US$1.3
trillion in 2017 for food and beverages, he
said, adding that Brazil, Australia, New
Zealand and Thailand are leading the Halal
market suppliers in recent times.

Taseer recommended supporting the
private sector in research and capacity
building, devising proper policy, building
international certification process, econom-
ic zones dedicated for Halal products and
new policy support incorporating scopes
and guidelines of Halal business.

UAE Ambassador to Bangladesh Saed
Mohammed Al-Muhairi who spoke at the
event as the guest of honour said the popu-
larity of Halal foods and other consumer
items have been on the rise even among
the non-Muslim populations around the
world as Halal foods are hygienic and
healthy. “The global consumption value of
Halal food increases with 8.14 per cent
average growth rate and over the next five
years. The Halal food market will register
a 6.1 per cent compound annual growth
rate in terms of revenue,” he said, hoping
that Bangladesh will soon enter not only
the UAE market but also the global market
of Halal products.

Director General of Islamic Foundation
Shamim Mohammad Afjal called for estab-
lishing a one-stop service point under the
BSTI for Halal certification and testing.

He also emphasised on adopting science
and technology for the development of
Halal certification process.
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